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INTRODUCTION

In Part I of the report, the paper prepared by the National Historic

Sites Service under contract with Travel Arctic is presented in fui 1.

This work also includes a Site Index Card File in the possession of the

territorial government.

Part 11 represents a brief summary of the research of the Northwest

Territories Historical Advisory Board. The Historic Resources Survey

of the group is reviewed and one set of quest ionnai res received at the

time of writing is evaluated.

Part Ill entitled llSummary  Commentsll contains a brief discussion

of the nature and significance of Thematic Concepts. The present

state of research and future requi  rements  are reviewed.

A map showing exploration routes and the location of important

and buildings identified in the paper prepared by the Historic Site

is included in the pocket of the report.

sites

Service
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I’he followinx reoort is based on research done in the

,iational Library of Canada, Library of the Pl~blic Archives

of Canada, and the Departmental Librarv o?’ the Department

of Indian Affairs and Northern Development. The work was

undertalke’n at the request of the Coverment of the :Jorth-

west i’erritories, and filed with the National Historic Sites

Service on Jovember 6th, 1970.

The reoort is an effort to present a prospectus of

historic sites in the ,iorthwest I’erritories. iost of the

sites s’~p~ested  herewith ma,y not be of national historical

significance, ‘u’It only of local importance to the history of’

ttie (~orthwest Territories.

●

I’he history of’ the Northwest Territories has been divi~ec

into what the researcher considers to “ne its f’ollr major

themes - exploration, flr trade, missionary activity, and

industrialization. A list of possible sites is presenter

for each of these themes. Short essays precede each list

in an attempt to interpret the history in terns of historic

sites. ~he sites which have been sil~.’~ested in this st!.~d,y

are olrelv historical, and f~rther research and on-site

invest.i:.’’ation  is certainly necessary ‘oefore action is taken

. ,.
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I. 3Xr LO RAT IOi’J
.

~he nistory of’ the exDioration of Canada north of sixty

de[~rees latitade is a history unique not only to iorth America,

b’~t to the world. Zxcept for tiussian .5i”oeria, which has so:ne

parallels to tk~e Canadian experience, never has so vast an

area OT the earth’s s:nface consistently proved s~ch an enic?na

to ~eomaphers, ext310rers, scientists, and t’ne public at larve.

~he reasons for this fascination with the .lorth are mani:old,

and can only be ‘.~nderstooci  throl~wh a t.horo!]~h  aql]aintance wit;?

its history. Me motivations behind the long hist,or,y of RX-

lorin~ expeditions ranmd from san~’~ine ho~es of economic

exploitation, to disinterested peo~~rapnical  and scientific

investigation, to fanatical personal drives after fame and

fortlne. Che najor ot;stacles to be overcome in the North were

_eograp-nical and climatic.c b~t the explorers were i~peded

not so much by these proble,ms as by their own preconceived

ideas abo~t the nat]re of the problems. ~~~e ~o~[ histor~ of

exoioration  is largely explained by the inability of the ad-

venturers to adeql~ately adapt to Arctic conditions. ‘i’hree

‘h’]ndred arid fift.~ years elaosed betw’een the first atte~.pt at a

iorthwest Passage and its cons’~mmatiorl - three and a half cent.

Iries of tragedy, romance, adventure, and a ;ood deal of st;~;;.

Idity. Not ~ntll Stef’ansson did “ civilization” become “sav~.~~”

enol~pn to intelligently adapt to the demands of the North. rk,P

irony of this is that by ,3tefansson1s  time, rou~-hly the end of

the First :jorld iar, exploration was at ,a.n end, amd the modern

era of the history of the ,iorthwest Territories was becinnin:~.

.-

.

., ,,

.
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The exploration theme forms an ubiquitous backdrop to

all other aspects of the history of the Northwest ‘Territories.

For a brief but critical period exploration was a function of,

and dependent on, the fur trade. The considerable part of it

was, however, a history unto itself. A strong tradition deve-

loped which was self-serving and little concerned with any-

thing other than that which was still ‘unknown’ . This iS,

of course, the explorers mission: t’ne J mystery ~ his ra~son

dt~tre. It is this four hundred year process of the accumul-

ation of knowledge about the North, principally the exact de-

lineation of its geography, which the exploration theme has to

illustrate - the men, the distinctions between their motivations,

and the variety of their methods. Any program of historic

sites in the Northwest Territories has to recognize this theme

as the most attractive in its history, but, at the same tlme$

the least tangible.

●

The histor,y of the exploration of the Xorthwest Territories

can be roug”nly divided into four periods. ‘T’he first of these

would be t’ne spectacular and daring penetration into the Arctic

by the Elizabethan navl~ators  of the late sixteenth and early

seventeenth centuries in their search for the Northwest Passage.

The two hundred year period following haffin’s voya,ye of 1616

is included in this first period, but is characterized b,y less

important and less successful ventures. ‘The second period com-

prises the era of the rapid and inspirln~ expansion of the fur

traders of ;flontreal into the Athabaska country and finally down

the ;ackenzie valley. The third period, I~IB-1860, saw a meth-
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odical attack on the Canadian Arctic by the British Admiralty,

culminating in the Franklin disaster and the subsequent and ““

massive search for him. The period from the end of the search

for Franklin and his crews until 1917 Is characterized by the

demise of British supremacy in the North, a burgeoning American

activity, che demonstration of Norwegian finesse in exploration,

and finally the belated Canadian effort to establish a presence

in the North. Each period had a distinctive flavour of its

own; within each era, however, the type of men involved, the

motivation behind their efforts, and the methods they employed

were fairly similiar. It is important to understand these

different eras in order to exercise an enlightened judgment

towards ach~~?ing a reasonable balance in the selection of hist-

oric sites.

Vilhjalmur Stefansson, in his book The Friendly Arctic,

(describing his five years living in the Arctic as leader of

the Canadian Arctic Expedition 1912-1917) has divided th~

history of exploration into four stages. The terms of those

divisions are the explorers attitudes toward the north and

their reactions to it. He says “ In the first period of polar

exploration, men were universally in such fear of the North that

they only made furtive incursions into it by ship in summer,

returning south befor the autumn if t’he.y could . . ..The hardy

naviaator ~of the second stap~ penetrated as far north as

might be b.y ship and then, figuratively s~eakinw, dup himself

In and waited fnr the winter to pass, coming out of his hiber-
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‘nation in the spring. . . . The leader amonx these ~of che third

stape] was ?eary, who saw that cold should not be avoided but

courted, and that the most successful journeys could be made in
(1)

the winter.” The fourth stage was, of course, Stefansson’s

own :nethod of living off the Arctic, winter or summer, quite

healthy and comfortable by adapting Eskimo methods to the white

man’s desire and technology. He admirably proved his point.

However, the irony is obvious - Stefansson was the last great

Arctic explorer. Althou~h his success belies all the other

methods of his predecessors’ explorations, kis .nechod too be-

came archaic in the face of the technological revolution of the

twentieth century. His analysis of the attitudes of the earlier

explorers toward the Arctic, and their activities in relation

to those attitudes, goes far in explaining the nature of the

sites we are dealinx with - mere landinz spots for The earlie~

explorers; ships’ wintering sites in the nineteenth century;

and the preponderance of artifacts from the cumbersome Adniral,t;-

expedi.tions.

In the first period of exploration, from the time of

?robisher(1576) to the first voya,me of Sir ~ohn Fioss(1818), th;,

activation and ~etk,od of the navigators was i-ather simple.

i’he ships ~-ou.ld leave England in the early spring for the Arci.ic,

attempt their pre-arranged plans for searcning for che North-

west Passage, and, in the face of the onsiaught of the northern

winter, eitkier retreat co England or winter in southern Eudsoil

?a,y. The motives be”nina t’hese earij’ voya,mes :?ere alaost ex-

clusively commercial- the search for the Northwest Passage as
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a shorter route to the lucrative trade of the Crient. lZxplora-

tion , in the strictest sense, was secondary. Yost important

was the discovery of an ice-free waterway to the Far-East, and

so land masses became obstacles to be sailed around and avoided.

?roiminent  headlands were named after the sponsors of the

venture but were reparded only as possible si?nposts to the

achi~ment of what might prove to be the watery h~phwqy to the

Pacific. The cartographers were kept busy, but the warm sunne~’

mont’hs of ice-free navigation were short, and time became of the

esser.ce. Seldcm did the adventurers have the time or the inter-

est in those i’nitial vo,yages to venture beyond the confines of

their ships to step on shore and investigate and explore the

land masses. Historic sites for this early period “~ecome, then,

.~erely an important headland named by t’ne explorer, or a portian

of land where he might ‘nave briefly stepped ashore. There are

“’5 >7<0 rather “nota-ole exceptions to tF.e activit~es and character-

istics ot this period - i.e, - the second and third voyages of

Xartin Frobisher, who was keenly interested in w’hat the land

arour.a AFrobisher Ba,y contained; and t’ne vo,ya~e of ,;a-mes Iini,mh.tp

zhe first but unsuccessi’u.l and tra~fic firc~ic wintering.

This initial period of exploration came tG an end with

Cook’s demonstration that no low-latitude !Jorthwest PassaRe

Gould possi-~ly exist, and a &reneral acceptance of the fact

Ghat if a mare northerly route did exist, it was noc commerclaij,

ieasible. The interests of the

ended, and with vhem, an era In

Arctic.

commercial classes therefore

the exploration of the Canaciiafl.

.’. 5$, J*

). . . w-

. , ,.
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Commercial interests were behind tFte second sta~e of

exploration in the Xorthwest i’erritories, ‘out with different

objectives and much more si~ccess. “l’he remarkable enerr,y of the

independent fur traders of Yontreal and the Intrepidity of

their voya:e~r employees in the expansion of the fur trade into

the northwest, to the pacific and Arcttc Oceans, is one of the

epics of Canadian history. Their new network of fur trading

Dosts$ neatly outflanking the lethargic Hudson’s Bay Companv,

laid the economic and ~;eo~rapnic ~ro~ndwork  of the future

Canadian nation. The intrinsic nature of the f’~r trade, and>

nore especially, competition in the f:~r trade, demanded expnn.

sion. For present p-lrposes  the c’ulmi”flation of that expansion

was Alexander ,fackenziets voyape down the river which is now

named after him> and the establishment of the fl.~r trad ?rs r.~;l... -

of the s~xtletki parallel. i’he HI~dsonfs  Ea,v Compan.v had. spon-

sored Samdel ‘tearne’s

1772, hut conLribllLed

ations of Simpson and

remarkable journey of exploration in l~t::-

‘nothing futher ‘~ntil the ~reat explo-r-

Rae in the middle of the nineteenth cem.

tdry. Apatri, except for Hearnets itir.erary, these expl”orat~c”. T

by the fl~r traders were conducted on the i:aterway.s, and ~l~ti~

the s“nall rivers and lakes of the Indian coi~r.tr~ !.$rere the

source of the riches of that trade, the hiyhways i.{ere the ma::, s

waterways, and the f~~r trade posts, me.rel:; c~iiection poir.ts

along the wa,y.

i’he Lhird phase of exploration of the .~orthwest ‘l’erritcri:;:,

?la.s & w.a~~ive and .~eth,cdical exercise .lrlder t;~r!e aIJsDiCeS Of ~.~’i:

tiritish Admiralty. The neriod began with .5ir ,John _Ross$s fir: :,

vo.ya~e in ~:l?,, ‘=..fiL.-l  iy. ~i~ast. er, +~r.d t?n~i:. .cllmaxea with tki~ ii~...,.

.W
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with i4cCllntoc-k9s voya~e of 1857-1859 which establis’ned the

fate of Franklin and his crews in the Erebus and ‘Terror. This

period saw the development of the British !Saval tradition of

Arctic exploration. Its characteristics have been def5.ned In

a large mass of publications popularized  hy the explorers khez-

selves. Large ships, two or more at a time, would leave England

in the early spring, fully provisioned for two Jr three .yearsj

‘O?7C..Q7 their ~la] LZS i’ar :iGrth afi~ ~r~sL &S ~C2 C~lid~tlOilS WOUlfiL

allow ‘Gef’ore wintering, confident that che break-up of the ice

in the followiny spring would mean the fulfillment cf their

;’oals - i.e. major ~eo~raphical discoveries a~.d perhaps the

discovery of a Northwest Passage. The .sprin<, before the ‘oreai:-

‘~0 Or the !.Ce.l l;~~l~~d see +xploratt.ons undertaken  on the 1:.cxi

‘asses surrounding che wintering harbour.,. These explorations

.~ere enormous efforts of zan-h,aulir.g .Qedpes, carts, and some.

times “boats. ‘The stu’~bcl>;l defiance c,f the ;;or.st G? j.retie ~cui..

Iitions had, by the end of the period, gradually contributed t,>
.

the geo~,rap-nical delineation or most of the Cane.d:ian Arctic

!.r~hi~ei~~ G, L:T-d ‘Cc.e ,:hsi-~ir~,y of the entire r.urckerrl  coa:szli?.:;

of [Jorth Lmerica. Scientific irivestigaciGns$ ac the time clas:;:

~~nder the Seneral h~eadin> of l{att~rai F;iscor,y, were carried o’ut

.~ith nuch .sIiccess - the CeoRrapnlcal tcci,siy beifi;z one :>f tk~

.c.?t C.ntklusisscic s’Jp~G2”t5r; ‘01 a2CtlC C+:L:2et.L \-L..,.,>.. : -Y.-.

,.



(8)

.

cumbersome operations, resulted in the scatterin$ of nu,merous

historical artifacts all over the Arctic. A cart here, a

shipwreck there, and innumerable cairns built for innum~rsble

reasons, are the material evidence of this preat period cf

exploration. Some of the artifacts still survive, others have

been collected and distributed to vario~s .musems tkirouF-nout

the world, and many have disappeared forever.

This era of exploration also witr.essea  the beg~nninF of t-.:.::.

~rea~ tradition of Arctic literature. Yost , if not all, of the

explorers published accounts of their expe.riefic~s  in beauti-

fully bound, beautifall.y  illustrated, expensive books. These

contributed a ~.rest deal to the knowledFe about the Arctic, or,

g~ _easG9 a“Daut the ~ricish in the Arctic. ;;any are dull and

pompous, but many make Food reading, and all are indispensable

for stud.yin~, che su-b,ject. ‘The bOOkS perfectly  i-~i’liiCt the

spirit of the age, and the s@irit of the ex~lorers xhich i+a S

carefully cultivated. .
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~he heavy expenditures of tk,e Admiralty towards the solution

of the Franklin mystery were not wont to be repeated, even in

the interests of national prestige. The British, for all in-

tents and purposes, had lost interest in the Canadian Arctic.

Consequently only one more major British expedition was under-

taken - that of Nares’ attempt on the Pole in 1875-1876.

Governmental interest languished, but expeditions to the !Jortl-.

aid not cease..: I’ne whole ~enour uf the buisness chan~ed in the

last half of the nineteenth cent~ry. ‘The era :jas a menaaerie

of yen, motives, End objectives - ranpim from t’he esoteric :(>

the fat~~ous. n~he interest and importance of the era lies in the

variety and versatility of interests in the North.

The great’ era of the Eritish work in the Arctic had gen-

erated a great interest in the Iiorth in a diverse z.mber of peo-

ple and organizations. ‘1’he last half of the nineteenth cent-

ury saw the influx of new blood into the Canadian north - the.
.scienc~sts, ‘Dureaucrats,p.~-Dlicity  seekers, ar.d a r,um’oer of

eccentrics. F’ublic interest certaiii~ did not die, and Nas

!-cjst carefully cultivated in uhe “ :-~ce “ to the Fole. ? !3F.r,y

:.ontribu~ed very little of scientific or geo.vaphlcal  Interest

in his dash to the Pole, but he had a p-rest press. I’he statio:,;

of the International Polar Year contri-nutea vast z~:~c’IIIcs  of. . ..- - . .

data to the scientific disciplines, but were of too esotezic

a na~ure to be of an,y m-eat interest. The Canadian xoveim-

:~ent beca,me actively involved in some exploration and a ~reat

LLe~l of ad,ninistracion  and scientific work. IY2e h.is~oric

itineraries of Svedrup and A,mundsen ciemonstracea  ;iorrwegian
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expertise in the development and Improvement of the means of

Arctic travel and, in the process, established a significant

Norwegian claim to terrltor.y. The important point of the period

was the ~rowinp interest and the ~rowinp diversity of interests.

The historic sites should reflect this subtle chanpe.

I’here are immense difficulties in the development of an

expiration ther,e in an,y tliSLOriC sites Oro!?raii. ‘IT.e ex,~lore~ ;$

because of the very nature of their task, were transients, a~.ti ~

as a consequence, left very iittle in the form of historical

records in the North. k’hat is left in terms of actual person-

al monuments is either insubstantial, or, In the case of caiy:-~

and artifacts strewn about the landscape, rather sterile and

zute reminders of fertile and eioquent sagas of human endur~;lcc

idealism, spirit, and, at times, inept~cude. Ihe artifacts w?~-

iCh l’10W lie in the -~rctic I,qere once the UCWGYiGe@, ~he j’orror,ce

the expendable portions of their equipment and activities - e;-

ected in tl-,e exigencies of a variety of c~rc~ms~ances. !7;e

nore ban~lble records, the true historical artifaccs$  are r,ot

chat ‘which the adventurers left in the i?orth, ‘out chat ;!”nich. -;:.:, -

orou,~nt

and the

the scientii’ic data. These of course we~e cleteynj.rj.:(i  “by -tt-!~

activation behind the adventl.~re. There ~,~ere ~~~~~.~~j. nes~lli~

“or an,yone who took an interest in their work (except$ perhaprL

Lhose wlno wished to make a large profit by in) - cu.aps for the

,;eopraphers, data for the esoteric interests of the scientists.

a prestigious i-ecGrci fel’ ‘~he ~erson or or~zar.iz~ti~rl  pri~laril~;
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responsible for the trip, and a tale of mive-nture and some.

times enlightenment for the public at large. And this was

precisely the fmction of the explorer - the accumulation of

knowledge for his sponsors throu~h the dutiful adherence to

his instructions and the exercise of his ,judgment. The histor’~

of explorations is only properly mderstood in the perspective

of the larger British, American, and Canadian social and ec-

onomic history, and the histor,y of the British navy; the histcry

of cartography, and the beginnings of the history of the

~iatural Sciences.

,

: -, . . .?ss

~

1 -’’--’ .“”” ”’-

Any long-term approach to the exploration theme in the

;{orth-west  Territories must make intelli,~en~  ar.d imaginative

use of three elements - the individual historic sites; artifact.:n

remaining in the North; and the more difficult task of ‘using

the records of the expeditions to illuminate the characterist;.ti.

features of the different eras of exploration. This could
.

‘possibly ‘oe accomplished throu@ che establishment ot a ccntr_-:.

~Au~eum or archives cf exploration.

The major problem of more immediate importance, that cf

Protection of existl.nz historic sites, must nrecede any plans

?or lonp ranxe development. The prodi~:~~us  ind.~st~lnl aaci

population ;rowth of the Northwest Territories in the past

i’e-w decades has created this urgenc,y. A 1968 report from the

Cienbow-Alberta institute will serve to illustrate this prob-
(2)

Iem. A cart especially desieged b~~ Leopold ::cCllntock and

‘used by him briefly in 1853 was discarded by the ex~lorer
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on Nelville Island after it proved COO heavy to be dragged thr-

ough the soft spring ground. The cart had remained untouched ‘-

and, except for three scientific partles,unseen for over one

hundred years. )Jow the oil companies are drilling on Melville

I S1 and, and pilfering of the arcticles left on the cart,and

some artifacts from the cache at Dealy Island has begun. There

are laws to protect sites of historical interest in the North

but they renain largely menforceable. The author of this

particular report came to the conclusion that the desecration

of historic sites in the Northwest Territories will proceed in

direct ratio to the spread of the oil companies’ activities.

Active measures . thorough research of sites and archeological

on-site investigation- must replace the unenforceable laws

w-hich now inade-q’uately protect important historical sites.

[

{

r

.“,-.
,.

,., . +, ,.

i!hat follows is a list of sites which shouid be considered

in the development of the exploration theme in the history

of the Canadian North. The list is not exhaustive. An attenpt

has been made to achieve a sort Of balance in representation ~i”

the different eras of exploration - important arid characteristic

men and expeditions within each period previously outlined.

There are a number of possible sites which are not included

because they are not as important and would invclve needless

repetition of a basic theme. The innumerable cairns built by

the explorers have been for the most part avoided in the l-ear

that too exhaustive a listing would forestall action on the

ma,jor ones. It should be re-iterated here that each site

listed here needs fut’her extensive individual research, and on-

tne- spot ir.ve,stigation before proper jud~ment can be exersisec
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concerning its potentials for development.

Footnotes:

1. Stefansson, V. The Friendly Arctic , New York, 1921, PD- 1-6

2. 12empse,y9 Hugh A. , ,’Jc Clintock Cart Site, (lenbow-Alberta
Institute, Calgary, 1968
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Exploration Sites

,.., . . . . . . . . . . .

,. . ...

., . .
. . . .,.,,

1. Princess of Warwick Island , Frobisher Bay

The first documented European of modern times to have

discovered and landed on an area which is now part of the

Northwest Territories was Nartin Frobisher. His first

voyage in 1576 was financed by the Muscovy Company and was

an attempt to find the Northwest Passaae. His second voy-.

age a year later was supported by Queen Elizabeth,and was

an attempt to mine what was purported to be ~~old on the

shores of Frobisher Bay. His third expedition to ?robisner

.3a,y in 1578 consisted of fif’teen ships which carried men

and materials to establish a settlement and mine the ‘goldC.

i’hese sanguine efforts were dashed when a number of his

ships were lost in a storm at the mouth of Frobisher Ba,y -

one of them containing the materials for the establishment

of the minin~ town. However, a small house was built on

Princess of Warwick Island before the fleet returned home,

aithouFh no miners were ieft there, and the ore later orovec:

to be worthless iron pyrites. Charies Francis Hall, another

formidable Arctic explorer, found the remains of’ the small

‘house and several artifac~s from the ~~ro-~lsher party durin~

his explorations on Baffin Island in 1862.

~o!~rces _ a. ) Hakluyt, Richard The ?rlncioal hv>!z-ations.,
Vo.yapes, r~affiques —— _-

and Discoveries of’ Che .ERYLI::::
Nation, edition of 192?, ,J.x. Dent, VO1. VII

b.) Stefansson, V. The Three Vovap-es of i!artin
Frobisher, London, 1938

c.) Hall, Charles F. Arctic Researcl:es End Life amm
the dSCUl-la’JX9 London, 1 5
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2. Cane Chldley - Northeastern Tip of Labrador Peninsula

‘l?o commemorate the three important vo,yapes of John Davis

in 1585, 1586, and 1587. Davis sighted and named Cape Chidle:;

before returnlna home to England at the end of his third

voyage. He discovered Davis Strait and the entrance to

Hudson Strait. Davis, like most of the adventurers who

sailed to the Canadian Arctic before the nineteenth century,

was sent out by commercial concerns to search for Q shorter

route to the Orient through the fabled Northwest i>assaze.

.Utholugh none

for Passage,

the apocryphal

of these early explorers found the sougnt-

their cumulative effort did much to clarify

geographical ideas of the day.

Sources a. ) Hakluyt, Richard The ?rinci~al !~avi~-ation.s...  :,”
the Em?lish Nation, 1927 edition~~. i~l.i)enc, VO1 VII

b. ) Xarkham, clement~ The ~Jo’/a~es &nd \’!orks of Johc
Davis, Haklu,yt Society,~

3* Cape Dig=es - Digxes Island In Northeastern Hudson Bay

I’O commemorate the ~i~tor~c “~~~t

Hudson in 1610-1,61.,1. ii’uds~n on t’hts

sailed into Hudsor. Strait and Hudson

in the sprinF of 1611 and set Hudson, his son, and a n’~m”ber

of other crew members adrift in an open boat near Charlto-n

Island. Hudscn had landed and r,ar.ed Cage Liy.>es ,:,~ ch-~ jrc

of Allmsc 1610 anti it ~’as here thati he hoped t.a snoot tres~.

meat for his scurvy stricken crew on the ret:lrn voya~e. It

was here, also, that five of the mu~ineers left the boat tc

secure fresh food on the return voyage and were killed by

dSkl!llOS  Oil C;’IE! 29th ~Jul]~ 1611. i’he rest of t’fIe cl”e~ were
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exonerated of’ the crime on their successi’ul  return co

England. This Cape was the stopping point for many of the

early voyapes Into Hudson Bay.

Sources a. ) Asher, G. ;4. Henry Hudson, the Navigator$

Hakluyt Society, London, 1360

4. Hopes Checked- \ilest Coast of ‘Hudson ~a,y

‘To commemorate the important voyage

in the years 1612-1613. Button had been

60° 40’

of Sir Thomas Button

a member of iiudsont;

crew and was convinced that Hudson Bay was the beFinninq of

the !~orthwest  Passage. He h’as severel,y dissappointea xhen

he ,made a landfall on the )Yest coasc of cne Bay, and aptly

named the spot Hopes Checked. Button reputedly reached

65° in Roecs Xelcome Sound in the summer of 1613 and, in

the course of his two year voyage, discovered and mapped

most of the west coast of Hudson Ba,v, paralleling Hudson$s

Sources a. ) Rundall, T Narratives of ‘Joya~es  towards t]-,e
dorthwest 1496-1631, Hakluyt Society, London, .l@~

i CoburF Island -., . entrance to J~nes Sound

10 commemorate the exciti.nF Gnd historic voyaze of

.xilliam 13afi”iq w-no made a lancii:n~.:  in tihe ~~iciflity SL: C3.S

10th July, 1616. Baffints aescripcion  of the lantitng is

not precise enouqh to determine exactly where it took place.}

but it certairl,y was in the viclniuy of’ the entrance LO

Jones Sound. A combination of’ Food ice conditions and

outstanding fi~Vif?%ltiOn abilities eca-bleci Eafi’Zn to sail up
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the west coast of Creenland to discover Smith,Jones, and

Lancaster Sounds- a feat not duplicated for over two

hundred years. Baffinls findings were questioned and

eventually dismissed by the geographers; but when John

Ross found Eaffints work to be exact, he was recognized

as the greatest navigator of that early period.

Sollrces a. ) Hakluyt, Richard The Principal Navigations. . .
of the Ensllsh ,~ation, 1~27 edition, ~.N.Dent,
London, IJo1

b. ) :flarkham, Clements
.ondon~

The JTO apes Gf k~lliam ~aff’in
Hakluyt Society,

6. :[arble Island - west coast of Hudson Bay

To commemorate the voyage and deaths of James Kni~ht

and his crew “in the years 1?19-1721. Knight was a retired

servant of the Hudson Bay Company and set sail with five

ships to search for the Northwest 2assaFe and the fabled

mountain of +-old on the Coppertni-ne River. Knight and his

men wintered here when their ships were destroyed by the ice.

This was the first, hut unfortlmatei,y cra~ic winterinF by

any party north of sixty degrees latitude. The fate sf t’hc

expedition remained a mystery until Zearne learned some

details of the traddjea,y  from Eskimos or the area in 1769.

Remains of a small hoxse bl~ilt by vhe men were ap”parentl:~

uncovered by researchers this past summer.
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Northwestern Tip of Southampton Island

To commemorate the expedition of Captain Yiddleton in

1741-42. ‘This was the first voyage to the Canadian North

sponsored by

search for a

Hudson Bay.

the Brithish Admiralty and was intended to

Norhtwest Passage in the narthwest corner of

The Admiralty would not again return to the

Canadian Arctic until 1818. Aiddleton discovered ,jager Bay,

Repulse J3a,y, Frozen Strait, and proved the insularity of

Southampton Island. ;fore im~ortant Ferhaps was the fact

that this was the first voyage of a series undertaken in

the next twenty .years,unaer a variety of auspices,to settle

a bitter dispute among the academic geographers in Europe

concerning the existence of a low latitude lJortwest ?assape.

The question was not completely settled until Cookts third

and last expedition to the Northwest coast of America in 1778.

Sources a.) Xiddleton,” Capt. C. A Vindication of the Conduc:, .
London, 1743

b. ) “Nilliams, tilyndwyr The 3ritish Search for the
Northwest ?assawe in the Eighteenth Centurvj ~onUon9~~[,::

$3. ;loody ~~l~s :V]outh of the Copper.mine River

To commemorate the remarkable journey of Samuel Hearne

of the Hudson Eay Company overland from Fort Churchill to

the Coppermine River and Arctic Ocean In the years 1769-1772.

iiearne was the first Hudson Ray Compan,y man to en~age in

exploration of the land mass of the lNorthwest Territories, alxi

like many of his successors, understood the method of Indian

travel and adapted easily to it. This accounts for his

great success. ~!ith Hearne a greatly disturbed and ~nocked

b.yscanaer, the Indians who had acted as his guides slauxhtere:

.
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a settlement of Eskimos here at Bloody Falls. Hearne was

the first white man to view the northern coastline of North

America;his  success due mainly to his method of travel and

F

[

-. . . . . .. . . ,,

.,
. . . .

..:. , ,, . . .
.,

the assistance of his great guide and friend, the Indian

Chief ,qatonabee. Exploration by the Hudson Bay Coinpan,y in

the far north languished until the 1830’s.

Sources a. ) Hearne, Samuel A Journey From Prince of ~.]a~es
Fort in Hudson’ s T3ay to the Northern Ocean. . . In the
Years 1769,1770,1771, ar.d 1772, ~ondon, 1795, and
Champlain Society edition with introduction by ,J;B.
T,yrell, 1911

p . “//hale Island - at the Mouth of the /:ackenzie River

‘To commemorate the furthest point reached b.y Alexander

;’lackenzie  on 12th July 1789 on his exploration trip down the

river which now bears his name. Mackenzie was disappointed

that the river which he had discovered did not flow into the

Pacific, and dismissed the importance of the voyage. It

culminated, however, the great expansion of the Northwest

Company into the ~Jorth , and opened UB the river to the ;“ir

traders of ::iontreal.

Sources a. ) ‘lackenzie~ Alexander i~ova~es from ;fon~real. ..tc
the i’~ao~en and Pacific Oceans in the years 178g anc
1793, New York, 1802.

19. Cape ~~.yam :~artin - South side of Lancaster Sound on Eylot ISlT->i

This was the westernmost extent of John Rossts first

vo,yag-e and a landing was made here. .Ross i“etraceti almost

exactly BaffinJs route and confirzed the i’indi~:s~ of the

~ rest Elizabethan navigator. ‘This voya~e xarked the beginnir::
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!

of the ver,y intense activity and interest cf the Hritish

iiav,y in the Canadian Arctic durinp the first half of the

nineteenth century. AlthouFh Ross was much criticized on

his return to England In the autumn of 1818 for not pro-

ceeding f’lurther west alonp Lancaster Sound, this first

voyaFe, and later expeditions proved him an important Arctic

explorer.

Sources a. ) Ross, Sir John Vo,yage of Lliscoverv in H. y. shlL_’,
Isabella and Alexander, London, 181~. —.

.<
-“4” lwinter Harbour - South coast of Xelville Island— .

‘1’cJ commemorate the first and most successful of tileutenm:

William Parryss arctic expeditions. it was in this harb~ur

that i>arry and his crews wintered the ships Eecla and [;ri.pc~

in the years 1819-1820. The names of the ships w’ere carved

on a larFe sandstone rock at the entrance to the harbour.

voyages before the search for Franklin beaan thirzy ,years
●

later. It w-as also tne first 51LCCeS:2i’,li I::nr=rin? of :2 ns:~-t.

IJOrtPi Georaia Gazette, a practice w“hicn was u,suaily fOllO~e(l

on subsequent British voyapes. Thus this voyage set the tor..,
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began the great 13ritish tradition of Arctic explorations.

In 1852 icClure left a note at the base of the sandstone

rock which was picked up by Kellettts crews and saved the

lives of :ficClure and his men, and also made possible the

first completion of the Xorthwest ?assa~e. Captain !?ernier

spent a winter in Winter Harbour on his second expedition

for the Canadian Government in 1908-1909.

‘;c~rces a. ) Parr,y, Sir Edward ~ourr.ai cf L ‘J~y 2, F o i’
Discovery of the N.W. Passa#e—i~?-lb20, Londo:.—.
1821.
b. ) Osborn, ~Y,e Eisc,overv ~f ~p~e ~Q~rt~i,fire~:;Sherard
. ..bv Caotain .So”bert :!cClure, ddinbur?h, 1856

—

c. ) ;err.ier, J.E., lReDort Ofl the ~o~.ir.ion of Ca~L-.z,.i
Expedition on board the D.G.S. Arctic, Ottawa, 1910

~~. Fort i?nter~rLse-
- North Bank of Snare Iiiver which flows cit.

of Minter Lake

Captain John Franklints wintering post in his first

land expedition of 1819-1822. He and his cre~’ wintered F.ert

in 1820-1821, and part of the winter of 1821-1822. The

major geographical discoveries of this expedition w-ere tsome--

what r.iti~-ated ;U;J the tragic deattls of ter~ ~f ;ranklir,~s :.,GCL

throuph starvation and exhaustion on Uhe Larch back from

the mouth of ~he Coppermine River in the a~tmm of 1821.

Only Captain ~ack~s heroic efforts saved the remainder of

the expedition. I’he wintering quarters con:.i~t~ti. of one 1[::

building tifty feet lon~ b.y twenty four wide for zhe offlc~r:,

a log house thirty four feet by eirhteen wide for the nen?

and a log store house. The buildings i’ormea three sides ~f

a quadran~le.

.
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Fort ?ranklin - Xest end of Great Bear Lake at tk,e source
of the Great Bear River

The site of the 1825-1826 winter quarters of Franklin’s

second land expedition. The post was built b,y John McLeod

. . . . . ,tx*w, ,,.

,,.
. . . ,. ,,. - - ,,

of the Hudson Bay Company for Franklin in the summer of 1825

on the site of the older Xorthwest Company fur trade post.

Franklinc s second expedition proved more successful than his

first and important discoveries were made by both Franklin and

Richardson. The explorers had learned some lessoris from the

experiences of their first journey, and the rivalry between

the Hudson$s Bay Company and the Northwest Company wnicki had

seriously affecced the food supply on the former expedition

was, of course, non-existent. The buildings ~.-ere similiar to

those “~uilt for the previous expedition - officers’ qua:cter:;,

a house for the men, and a store house. A blacksmiths shop

and meat storage shed were added, and the whole was enclosed

‘by the stockading of the original post.

Sources a. ) Franklin, John Narrative of a Second Expedition
to the Shores of the Polar Sea, London, 1828  ● ‘–-

1~ ?l~ry Beach - East coast of Somerset Isiand

To commemorate the second expedition of Commander .John

iz.O S S . This expedition is important for three reascns - Ross

was the first explorer to reach the North Yametic Pole; it

‘,las che fi,rs~ use of a steam-powered vessel for exploration

tn the Canadian Arctic; Ross and his men spent a recora-

t,~-caking and healthy four winters in the North, After spen:li::

LWO Wltltt?rS in Felix jjar”Dour, and another in Victory Harbour

(where the steam launch was abandoned), the part:]’ zade its

‘.:ay a few fiiles north co Fury Beach where the foarth winter
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15.

1.

~. . . .

was spent. This beach was named after Parryts ship ‘?’lry

which was shipwrecked here in August of 1825, and whose

stores were providentially unloaded and cached at that time.

‘The stores enabled Ross and his crew to survive a fourth

winter in the arctic and a small boat left by Parry the

means of eventual escape. A small house was built by the

crew for the final winter of 18s2-s3.

so,~rces a. ) Ross, John Narrative of a Second Vzyaze in
Search of’ a North~,Test  Passare, London, 1835

b. ) Parry, Edward .Tournal of a Third Voyare &Q-
182b-182~ , London, 1826

.———— - —  — .

7~r a Q~ - Eastern extremity of Great Slave Lake, in
McLeod Ba,y, 62°46$29’$ N: 109°38’9g~ w

The wintering post of Captain Back and his party in

the years 1833-1834. It was from here that Back and his

men first explored the Great Fish(now Lack) diver as far as

Montreal Island in the Arctic sea. I’his was the last land

expedition supported by the Admiralty until the search for

Franklin began in 1850. The completion of the exploration

of the northern coastline ~i- Xorth America was tn he ficns

three Admiralty expeditions. Fort Reliance consisted of a

buildin~ fifty feet long by thirty wide with five rooms and

a fireplace in each. }.n cbserva~~ory T:as also b’ii~t fcr th..

collection of scientific data.

So~rces a. ) Back, Captain George Narrativ? 3T an $.~ct,ic
Land Expedition to the :flouch cf the Lreat ?ish, =Z%’~ i
fidOBl, 1836

---
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16. ?ort Cori:”iaence - Three miles fron the ~olith of !lease$s river,
in a strait formed by a larre island with the
Northern shore cf’ Great Bear Lake.

$/interinx qi~arters of Thomas Simpson and Peter ‘:~arren

Dease of the Hudsonts Ba,y Company during their explorations

of 1837-1/332. The party spent two successful winters here.

rhe explorations of these two men were considerable. In a

two year period they had succeeded in tracins the Arctic

coastline of North America from Point Barrow in Aiasks to

Castor and Pollux Bay on Boothia Peninsula. The driving

force in the explorations was plainly Simpson, and his ener::;

and enthusiasm seems alnost unsurpassed in the histor,y of

Arctic explorations. Like Hearne before him, and ‘dae later,

Simpson was a man of considerable resourcefulness and en-

alr.anoe. He travelled more quickly, iightl,y, and successf-

ully than his Admiralty counterparts. The apein= and leth-

arric I)ease was more of a liability than .an asset. The

establishment was b~ilt b,y John Ritch of t-ne Hudson$s Say

Company in the summer of 1837 and comprised llvinw quarte~~

son and Rae in their search for Franklin i-n che win~er of

1848-49, and by Rae aFain in the wincer of’ 1850-51. The

explorer Dou)?las used the deteriorating boildin?s in his

explore.uions ir. 1:;11-1912.
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17. P o r t Leonold - East coast of Somerset ;siahzti

;Jinterlny harbour of the first Admiralty naval expedition

to search for Franklin. This expedition was under the

command of Sir James Clark Ross, and, althou~n it was not

particularly successful, it did prove to be the training

gromd of the future great sledge explorers /lcClure and

‘!cClintock.

b, ) Xirwan, L. ?. A History OT’ pc~ar ~~Cj.orati~n,
London, 1959 =—

last Franklin Expedition ‘was found b.y Lieutenant A. Hobson

in April of 1859. It was from this point eleven years

earlier that the survivin~ members of the :ramiiin Ex-

pedition began their death-march toward the treat Fish rive:,
w

and In the process, for~ed the last iink of ::?~e -,, ,., ~r< ;-:.,,/,  ::+L

a. )  J4cClintoCk, Captain Leopold iro;~a~e c,f ths ~’oy
in the Arczic Seas. ... London, 1859 -.

l).) ~~bs~~, ;:. “Sir John ?rankiin”s Last Voyage”,
The Heaver, June, i’3~7, pp. 44-’75.—— .

~~o ;7 ort Hope -

John iiae~s wintering quarters duri.n;+ his expedition of
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number of snow houses ‘with subterraices.n pass.awes were also

b:~ilt as storenol~ses and observatories. Thin was Rae? G

first exploring expedition, and one In which he antlc:pated

by half a century Stefansson’s method of “living off the land’;,

Rae and his men carried very little fuei and food to the

winterinv qi~arters with them, and managed to live comfortahl’1

and healthy during the fall and winter by depending solely

on their hufitin~ abilities. ‘This (~per~tjci~ tielied The

massive expenditures of men, money, and equipment which the

Ad~iralty was wedded to. Rae wintered in che same area on

his third expedition of 1853-5k, and from this “~ass found

the first evidence of the fate of the Franklin expedition.

The exDlor:~r (’har~es: ~~ra~Acis p:all, also ir. szarch of Fr:3nklL  1

i“ecGrds, wintered here on his secorld ~xpetiition o:’ 1864.6?.

.+

. .
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21. Cam”:]rid:~e  Say - ~outh east coast of Victoria Island

‘rhe winterinr harbour (1852.1853) of Collinson$s

expedition in search of Sir John Franklin in the ,years

181j0-55. The remarkable fact about this voyage was the wa,y

in which it was forestalled in all of its ~discoveries~.

Collinson had been a week later getting into Bering Strait

than ;lcClure in 185G,and,because of the ice conditions,had

decided to return to [Ion$; Con~~ to winter. The following

sprin$ and .sIlmmer he returned to sail Ip Prince of Kales

Strait- onl.y to discover that icClure had done the same the

year before and had found a Northwest ?assa~e. ~ie retreatt-t.

and sailed around Banks Island ( unkrlowinp:l.y retracing XcClare~ s

steps) to within one hundred miles of where .lcClure was

winterifir at }“?ercy ‘3ay. Heturnin,? south Che foilowln~< spri::;,

Collinson manuevered his ships throuFh Dolphin and dnion

Straits, through Coronation Gulf, and wintered in Canbridpe

Zay - only to find that ~ae had thoro,~~~hly ~earchea that

coastline two years earlier. Moreover, his furtherest sled~e

trip had tirouFht him unknowinFllf :~ithin crle i;llnCin5d ,ciies

of the scene of t’he ?ranklin tra~edy. “~lcwever, ~ce ‘:~yace

of his ship was a remarkable feat of navigation end the

expedition w’as tune lonsest and healthiest of the era.

--
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It was from here that he sied~ed to :iinter fiar-~o’~r TO leave

a note in a cairn at the base of Parr,yts sandstone rock

which eventually saved the life of him and his crews. and

enabled them to be the first to complete the Northwest

Passai’e alive. .~embers of the Kellett expedition found the

note on a sledpe journey from the winterlnx quarters at

Dealy Island. ‘12he Investisator$s supplies were cached on the

shores of the Bay before the crew sled~ed to Dealy Island.

.-
. . .~s

i
L’:”-- .’” -’-.”

23. veecney Island - Southwestern coast of Devon island in
Barrow Strait

Probably the most historic spot in the Canadian Arctl.c

Archipela~o of Islands. First visited and riameci by Parry in

1819, Franklin wintered here in 1845-46 before disappearing

into Victoria Strait. Captain (hmane.y of tl”ie Austin expea.

ition found remains of the Franklin encampment in AuFust of

1850. After that time lt was visited hy ●

:.. incst Cver:,r exce:: -.

that had to

there since

Sources a. )

be visited. A number of plaq~ies have been erectsti

the middle of the nirieteenthi century.

.1,. i] e ~:L ‘,: island - south coast of Xelville Island

Wintering quarters of Kellert expediticc iiq tiearch of
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Sir .JOhn Franklin in 1.852-~3. It was from this base that

25.

the :reatest sledge journeys of the Franklin search were

effected. In two years YcClintock,  Vecham, Hamilton, and

Nares had sledp;ed a total of 15,399 miles, of which two

thousand were of newly discovered coastline. This was the

part of the last Admiralty effort to find Franklin. ?rom

this winterin~ spot the note of ;icClurecs was found in

Winter harbour and the consequent saving of that expedition

from sharin[; the fate of Franklifi. A lar~.e cairn was built

here, and a large house of stone itrlth stores,in case of

Collir.sent s arrival.

sol~rces - a. ) YictiouRall,  F. Vo,ya~e of the H.H.S. Resolute
London, 1857

b. ) Belcher, Sir Edward The i.ast of the Arctic
Voyafles. ... London, 1855

Floeber~ Beach - Cape Sheridan Northeastern tip of Ellesmerc
Island

:dinterinp  spot of the Alert of the Aare$s ex~eaition tc

attempt to reach the North Pole in 18?s-76. This was the

hi~hest shipts winterinp of the cent:~r,y, and represented

the last major British effort in the Canadim Arctic. Nare 0

failed to reach the North Pole, and the faill~re of chat

expedition signalled the end of the era of the &reat trad-

itional approach to arctic exploration. Eeresfter, :lew

methods aria a ‘ne~l sophistication would be hrou~?ht to She

Arctic by a new breed of explorer. F’ear.y wintereti in the

Roosevelt at Cape Sheridan in 1905-06, and a~ain in 1.~08-07

when he s:~cceeded in reaching the Pole.

. . -’,  . . . ,.

,,

,.~ . .. . . . .
.= .  . .

;,.
. .
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a. ) Nares, Sir ‘Leer Fe ;)?arrat~ve of a Voyare to ‘he
Polar Sea durin~ 1875-76, Lonaon, 1878

b.) Pear.y, li.E. dearest the Pole, i’Jew York, 1907 -

c. ) Reary, R. E. The North Pole, New York, 1710

26- Fort Con.Ter - Discovery Pay in Lady Franklin Eay Northeast
coast of Ellesmere island

The winterin~ quarters of A.!i. Greely’s expedition for

the United States Polar Year Expedition 1881-1893, Two years

were spent here by Greelys s party Raking scie-ntlfic observaci?nc

and engaFinF in some exploration. }.fter incompetent relief

expeditions had failed to re-supply the scientists, a retreat

began that is one of the sagas of northern exploration. Only

seven members of the expedition survived the ordeal. Lreelyt s

men had built- Fo’rt Conger as a house 60 feet ‘Gy 1P with do-~-~:ie

walls below Cairn Hill,which had been named and marked by

crew members of the Discovery, the second ship of the iares

expedition. Peary used Lreely$s quarters in 1900-01 in hiS

first attempt on the Pole.
●

~ollrces a. ) Clreely, 4..>1. Three fears of Arctic Service,
iiew fork, 1886

c. ) Taylor, Andrew ~;eoyra~hical Discovery and
Exploration in the Queen lil~abeth, Islands, Ottawa$

1955

77-I* Port Burwell - Cape Chidley

Winterinn quarters of the first Canadian scientific

expedition to Hudson Strait in 1884-85. Lieute”nanc A.fi.

Gordon was commander of the expedition, and Robert Bell and

1
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;.;i. Iyrell were amon~ the scientists. This voyage marked

the be~inning of the Canadian ~overnment  involvement in

scientific research in the Arctic.

Sources - Gordon, A. R, Department of Fisheries Annual
deports 1884-I;86

:yje H-subOur F iord - South coast of Ellesmere Island In Jones Sound

This Fjord was the second winterinp quarters of Svedrup’r

expedition of 1898-1902. He spent the xinter CI’ 1899-,, jOO

in Habour Fjord and the next two winters in Goose Fjord a

few miles to the west. From these t-wo bases The ~reat

Norwegian explorer effected his ma,jor geo~raphical discoveries

now known as the Svedrup Group of islands and flrmiy estab-

lished a iforwegian claim in the Canadian .<rctic. These ex-

plorations also demonstrated the superb traveling techniques

of the Norwegiansf and their thorough ‘~nderstwdinx  of the

Arctic environment.

Sources a. ) Svedrup, O. New Land, London, 1904
.

30. i2ar)e :;ershei - East coast of Ellesmere Zslana

It was here that A.P.Low first took fcrnal possession ci’

the Arctic Islands for Canada in early Al~Fust of 1904. A

cairn was built with a document placed inside indicatir.g the

. .
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fact that Canada had taken formal possession. This symboli-

zes the beginning of active Canadian interest in the Arctic

Archipelago, and, in the first decade of the twentieth cen-

tury, five major expeditions were undertaken by the @overn-

ment to “ plant the flag”.

So-drce - a. ) Low, A.J?. ~ruise of the Neptune, Ottawa, 1906

31. G,joa Havn - southeastern coast of Kinp William Island

Amundsen spent two winters here (1903-1905) in this,

the first successful completion of the Northwest Passage

by ~hipo The Harbour was named. aftsr his ship, the forty-

seven ton Gioa. Scientific observations were made and a—

number of sledge journeys

Source- s. ) Amundsen, R.

undertaken.

The NortnVJest Passa=e, London, 1’303

3?. Cape Columbia - Northernmost tip oi’ Ellesmere Island

Peary built a cairn here at ‘lands end’ in 1909 to

commemorate the jumping-off point in his successful. bid to

reac’h the North $ole.

Source - a. ) Peary,ii.E.  ~ ‘The ~Jorc~-l ~~;l~~ :~e~i Icrk, 1910

33. Ca~e ~~arbo - ~North coast of Devon Isla.na

It is here, in a hut of ‘scones and whaiebcn?t th~t

Dr. Frederick A. Cook claims to have spent the eari:;

~Tinter of 1908-1909 writing his narrative 01’ attain~ent o?

the Pole early in the spring of 19o8. Cookhs s~ory is not

now generally believed, but he may have been the first

man to reach the North Pole.

Soimce a. ) Cook, F.A. Y!y Atcainmect of the Sole-: :;ew for;..
1911



(33)

34.
.

Ca~e Crassey - Northwestern Arm of Nelville Island

Stefansson spent the winter of 1916 -1917 near this

point. The Canadian Arctic Expedition of 1913-1918 resulted

in immense amounts of scientific knowledge about the north

being collected. Stefansson’s  explorations certainly took

second place to his scientific interests. He did, however,

demonstrate admirably his thesis that living off the land was

not only possible in the North, but immeaG&Ar;aLy practicai.

His work, and the work gf the scientists associated with

him, went unsurpassed until after the Second World Liar. The

contributions which this great scientist and explorer made

to the north are immeasurable.

Source - a. ) ~tefansson, V. The Friendly Arctic, !Jew York,
1921. ‘l’his ‘book Is only one of a vast number of
books, phamplets, and articles which Stefansson
contributed to the literature of the arctic.
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11 - ‘The ?i~r Trade

I’he second prominent theme in the histor,y of the

Northwest ‘rerrj.tories Is the Fur Trade. The Northern

Department of the fur trade was only a part of the much

wider and larger history of the trade in Canada, and has

both similarities to that larger field and distinctive

f’eatures of its own. For present purposes, the most im-

portant i’acc is that from 1785, when i’eter Ponci]s Imen first

crcssed the fi~pids de la Noyes, until 1920, when oil ;~as

discovered ac Norman Wells, the fur trade was the life-

blood of the northern economy. The fur trade era thus

repesents the pioneering years in the hls~ory of the iforth-

west Territories, and, as far as an,y historical commemoration

is concerned, is alive with the most potential. The prosaic

ro’~tine of the fln traders ~.ay not stir t;le imaszination as

the feats of the explorers do, but it is, none the less,

the most important factor in determinirw the character.of the

history of the north.

‘The confusinp history of the .{orthxest Company, X Y

Company, and other independent traders and merchants of

~~ontreal need noc be reco’~nteci  “here. S:ii’Iicz it co say

that the enerpy, Imaglnarion, and competitive spzrit or tlls

independent traders, the wintering partners, and their

voya~cu.r employees in the opening up of the Canadian Nort!l--

west, and for present purposes, the lucrative preserve of

the Slave Lake and :flackenzie Valley, is one of th,e most

. .

. . . . .
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im~ortant sa%as of Canadian history. Samllel fiearnets

remarkable ,journe,y In 1771 across the barren lands, down

the Coppermine river, and across the eastern arm of Crest

Slave Lake, was not followed by any Hudsonts Bay Company

expansion north and west of H:~dson Bay. The Honorable

Company was content to make the Indians trek the thousand or

so miles across the barren lands each spring to trade cneir

furs on the western and southern shores of H~dson Ba,y. The

Canadian men, paddling deep into untapped Indian territory

and bringing out the furs themselves, radlcalize~ the trad.

ition of the fur trade and, in the process, opened vast

amol~nts of new territory In the process, too, the new fur

traders neatly outflanked the operations of the HudsontsI

(

f
,,,. ,.

. u“ . . .

Bay Company

The English

competitors

traders and nearly crippled the latter$s trade.

fur men were soon emulating the methods of their

and Inausrilrated  a new period of expansion of

their own into the northwest. .4 period of severe competition

followed which was characterized by mutual mistrust and

recrimination, and a score of ~gly incidents. .Jntil 1819,

however, the Hudson’s ila,y Company was unable to establish

a post north ot” the sixtieth parallel; and so the Slave river,

Slave Lake, and Yackenzie valley fur areas remained the pre-

serve of the Canadian traders until the Union in 1821.

‘The thirty-five ,year period from the establishment of

the first fur posts on Slave Lake in 1786 until the amalga-

mation of the Northwest and Hudson*s Say Company interests

in 1821 was certainly the most expansive and important perict
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of the f’~r trade in the ,forthwest Territories. The comp.

etition between

ent rivals, and

of posts as far

the Northwest Company, a number Or ~ndepend.

the-X Y Company saw the proliferation o<

north as Fort Good Hope in the first few

years of the nineteenth century. After the union of the XY

and Northwest Companies in 1.804, the needless d~plication c?

posts was ended, and a period of consolidation took place.

I’hese first few decades were years in which the new trsderc

31OW1Y came to terms with the northern ;{eo,<rapt~y c.nd env~rc;:.

ment. The problems of food and fuel supplies for the long

‘northern winter, and the first tenacive relationships with

the Indians of the area necessitated frequent changes of 10C..

ations of the posts. 411 I.fie posts were b~ilt, ahandcned, and

re-occuppied again with disconcerting regularity. The posts

themselves reflected this instability and the harsh and

strictl,y competitive nature of the fur trade in tt.ose early

years. The posts were, for the most part, simple, functional,

and of a temporary nature and consisted, !~sually, of or.l? ore

or two buildirigs.

The fifty year period which followed the amalgamation

or the iorthwest Company and the Hudson ~a.y CoT.paRy in 1821

was strictly a period of consolidation - the eszabiishment

of the routine of the f’~r trade, accompanied by a madual bm

not spectacular ex~ansion of the business. This era is char...

acterlzed by its routine - by the bullaing of ,more stable

and more extensive fur posts,as the traders ~;rew to kr-ow the

territory more iritimatel,y and coald rely more intelligently

,..,

u

+“”., ,’



(37)

on its resources of food, fuel, and furs. ‘This ceriod also

saw the introduction of Yor’k boats on [~reat “’;lave Lake and

the Aackenzie waterways.

The fur trade posts of this period also contributed

T.ateriail:y to che efforts or the explorations of the ;?”citish

Admiralty land expeditions. Hudsonts Hay Coapanv men supp-

lied food, buildings, and boats for the explorers. Indeed,

without these posts and the ei”’:’Grt.; or the C’>!uparl’f .?~e;~, the

itineraries of Franklin, :ack, Sickardson,  and ethers would

have been impossible. The Xudsonfs hay Company also contr-

i“olutea  a number of ~reat nalmes to exploration of the north. in

this period - Simpsnn, Dease, and i~ae to name the most out-

in their respective spheres of explorations than t!~eir naval

col~nterpartso The reasons for this are okvious - the Eudsc:~tc



(38)

before the Co.npany  was forced to ~.odernize. This modern-

ization usually took the shape of improvements in trans.

portation and organization. The i’irst steamboat was built

at Fort Smith in the years 1885-86 for the Piackenzle River

run because of competition. Alternative methods and routes

of transportation had forced the liudsongs Bay Company to

take these measures, and, iater, to expand their operations

into the Arctic islands.

The fur trade theme contains the most pot;entia~  for

development in an historic sites program for the .iorthwest

Territories. It has less variety but more cepth than the

exploration theme. ‘I’he fur traders were the pioneers. Qt]q..

ough they were transients, in the sense that ~hej- ~oved

frequently from post to post and in and out of the north,

fur traders, as employees of the great companies, were ther~

to stay. ‘The voyayeur, the backbone of tll.e trade, unfOrr,ui~~,~e_

l,y remains almost nameless. There are less possible sl~es flor

commemoration and development than exploration sites, b’~t

wp, at ones t’here are provide an ext-ra d.iEerjsj-Gil of a ccjcj.al

history. The fact that the pattern of life remained l’;nchar~,.-si

for so long in the Northwest Ter~itories makes it so much

more important to mark and recrezze that life in the form, c“:”

historic sites - the simple econ~nic pat~ern, “the ~r[~de  10F

architecture, and the prosaic roj~tifi~ Gf life.

The first priority in relation to che list of possible

sites which follows should be an ener$:etic  attempt to ascerr-

ain exactly what remains of the sites. Following ~his, acti~-c
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.

measures should be taken to prevent demolition of oripinal

buildinys which are still stanain~; prevent further deter-

ioration of buildings which have been abandoned; and ,~nder-

take archeological work at sites where the buildin~s have

completely disappeared. Simultaneousl,y$ in-depth research

should be undertaken by qualified historians on each indiv.

idual site to create the basis of a social history for the

local areas which is sorely needed for northern settlements.

There can be no historic sites program without a proFram of

research on local histories.

‘+hat follows is a comprehensive list of all the fur

trade posts established before 1870. On the basis of f)mther

individual research, archeology work, and historical geograghy

investigation, a selection can be made for the development

of the fur trade theme.

.

+. ,:, ,,
“,..,

,.
.

. .

,,

—,.-u
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?’~r Trade ,Sites to 1870

1. Slave Fort I - Located on what is now called Grant Po~. nt Cn
the eastern extremity of Slave Delta, the zest
northerly prometor,y in this part of Great Slave
Lake.

~

1

i

,.: ..,,. ..:,= . . . . . . ,... ,.,,, . . ..,

‘~here were two small posts built here in 1786; one by

Laurent LeroaxCs party sent by Peter Pond, the other, bililt

beside it, by Cuthbert Grant, an agent of Gregory, ~cLeod,

and Company. Alexander ,’lackenzie s~w these t,io posts ,,rI hi:

journey down the .~ackenzie  in 1789, and it was he who first

named them “Slave Forts”. The location of t;he twc posts ‘i?as

sketched b,y Peter Fidler in 1791 when he was surveying in the

area for the Hudsonts Bay Company. Leroux closed ‘nis post

in 1787, and Grant, his, about two years later. These twc

posts were the first evidences of the incursion of the fur

traders into what is now the Northwest Territories.

d. ) :iackenzie, Alexander Vo,ya~e from ;’.oncreal to t,l?e
Frozen and Pacific Oceans, London, 1801

2. Fort Providence - Located on the eastern shore of the north
arm of Great Slave Lake, a l’~~/ miles soac~.
of the mouth of the Yellowknife  river

This post was built by the Northwest Company probably

in 1790 to honolur Mackenziets agreement with the Indian couyi-

cil a ,year before. .‘ranklin mentions in 1320 rha~ “ cla
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~ort providence seems to have been sitl~ated a few miles to

the right side of the entrance to the Yellowknife River,
o

near latitude 62 16’ N, longitude 114
0  03* ~ott its position,

then, would have been about half way between Slave Fort and

Lac La Narte. The post seems to have been used primarily

as a provisions post, not a fur trading post. It was abandoned

in 1823.

Sources a. ) Rae, George Settlements. . .
‘D. ) Historic Sites Service, l!le:~=ti:j ZtUC’f. . .

c. )Franklln, John :JarraGive of a Jourr.ey ~o the .%{>~>e.;
to the Polar fiea 1819-1822, London, IH23, p. 201

d.) Perr,y,D. and Clark, W.Il. Preli.minzr-r  Excavation:;
at jj’or~ providence, N.W.T. in .illl.y 196?, institute
for Northern Studies, Saskatoon, 1969

3. Lac La ~iarte Fort - located on the southeast snore of Lac la
:Iarte

According to W.F. i!entzel, this post was built by the

Northwest Company ‘f three ,years after the openitir: of trade

with these natives ~Yellowknives~,  and was fifteen days’

march nearer to their lands, the zrade was conseql~en-l,~’

carried on with greater success and ease”. This post was

probably built in 1789 or 1790, ‘out its sxacz location is

not known. I’he aost probable guess would be near the south

east tip of the lake where it drains towazd the north arm oi’

Great Slave Lake. Franklin meririons that the h~rthwest

Company had a post on Yarten Lake in his narrativ’~ Of his

first expedition. The post was closed in 1796 when the

first posts were bluilt alonp the ;fiackenzie, which soon

became the major fur trade route.

Sources a. ) ‘dentzel, i.F.,” ‘1 Letters”, in !{=sson,L.ii.  ~

. ,. ..
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1501urgeois  de la Compa=nle du .lord-~~.;est, 1*
Quebec, 1889, P.94-95

b.) Rae, George Settlements. . .
c. ) Historic Sites Service Thematic Sti~dy..
d.) Franklin, ,John Narrative. . .

4. Post near Stony Island - on the mainland opposite Stonv Island
near the centre of Slave Delta

This post was established by the Northwest Company

in Jdy oi 1791. Phdip Turner repurced to the Hudson :3

Day Company that “ the Canadians are ‘cuilciicF a ho-~se ac th:-”

top of the Delta opposite Stony Mlana”. The reason for th:.:~

cham.g:e seems to have ‘oeen that the first sla”r~ Fort ha~ ~.at

provided a substantial enough fishery to support che traders.

This post was abandoned in 1794 when t~le caa?anY built

another post on ‘?oose Deer Island f’~rcher to the west , wi~.h

the development of the trade towards the ,fiackenzie river.

< Post on ~:oose Deer Isianti - ioc.ated on ‘what is ficw .<escl.,.’._u,-,
Isis.rLd jtist to the west cf t!le
Slave =ivei- Delta.

of the Company on Great Slave Lake. Peter ?itilez’s rap i:l

his jo!urnal of 1791, with w-hat appears to ‘oe a le.ter additl.

shows Ehat the Canadian trading Post was built .a-i~on~~ the

. .
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B is pretty large and a Canadian house has been built on

it and established from 1794 to 1799”.

is a source because he visited the post

comments “ Moose Deer Island is about a

and rises toward the centre aboat three

the lake. its soil is in general sandy,

..*O The houses of the two companies are

bleak northern aspect. rhe inhabitants

fish, which the lake at certain seasons

abmdance. 1’

Again Franklin

in 1820. lie

mile in diameter,

hundred feet above

in some parts swamp;’

small,and have a

live chiefly on

furnishes in great

b.) Franklin, John Narrative, p. 198

c. ) Rae, Ceor?e Settlements. . .

Fort desolt~tion . South Shore of Great Slave Lake on the
mainland opposite Moose Deer ( now Hesoi-
ion) Islana

This post was established by A~la.y )lcAula.y for the

Hudson ‘s Bay Compan,y in 1819. It was the only Hudsonpg BQ~~

Company post b~~llt in the Northwest ‘~erritories  before the

and found it difff.ici~lt to stay aiive. It was established

on :’loose Deer Island, but at the opposite end as the post

of the Canadian traders’ Slave Fort. In 1822 the post was

moved to its prese-nc site or. the .aainland di~eetly opposite

the Island. It remained the only tradinF post on C’reaz Sla’:e

Lake for nearl,y thirty ,years.

sources a. ) Rae, George Settlements. . .

b. ) Voorhis, Ernest Historical Forts. . .

c. ) Historic Sites Service, ??:ew.azic  ~.emrt~ p. 2~?——.—

., .,., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Eay River ?ost . ~o’~th shore of Great Slave Lake, at the
aollth of the Hay River

‘rhis post was established sometime before 1818 by the

!Jorthwest  Company. Little is known of It except that it

was blown up by Fi~n powder In 1818. i’he Jiudsonts Bay Company

did not establish a post at day i~iver until after mid-centur,y.

Sources a,) Rae, George Settlements of Great Slave Lake

b. ) Historic Sites Service ‘Thematic Renort, p. 284

?ort Ceorqe _ South Shore of Great Slave Lake on Point
Desmarais near the outlet of Great Glave La!fe

Little is known of this post. It was possibly built

by Hoderic Mackenzie, the nephew of Alexander ifiackenzie,  in.

1790 when he was trading in that area. It %ay also have

been l~sed by agents of the XY Company between 1800 and 1804

during the fierce competition with the iiorthwest Compan,y

durinp those years.

a. ) Staper, John K. ?iiscoricai ..,eomaphy  of the
Plackenzie Valley 1760-1850, Ph.iJ Thesis, university
of Edinburq”n, 1962$ p. 236 ●

b. ) Rae, George .~ettle~lerits  of Cre=t :Slave I.akt?

c. ) Historic Sites Service Thematic He~ort

This post was built by Duncan LivinFstofi fur the

Northwest Company in 1796 and was probably the fivst tradi:~;

post on the .iacjtenzie river. Livingston enjoyed a ~~-eat succ-

ess for three years l.~ntll he was killed by Eskimos on a t~ip

down the Mackenzie in 1799, Thereafter the post seems to have

‘Deen abandoned.

--
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:;o~rces a. j Sta~er, J.K. , Historical Geoflrap’hy, p.2~7a

?3. ) Historic Site Service,

10. ‘Great Bear Lake Fort - at the head
the Western

Thematic Study, p. 284

of Great Bear River on
end of Great Bear Lake

This post was b~~lt either in 1799 by Livingston on

his trip down the }Iackenzie  the summer he was killed, or by

t~ohn Thompson for the Northwest Company the following year.

It was occuopied as late as 181j but a-mmaoned i~.efore the

itl~n, and the post subsequently became a Hudson’s Ba,v

Company tradiny post.

Sources a. ) Stager, John K. Historical GeorrP.ok’f,  p.237a

b. ) Historic Sites Service, Thematic Reoort, p. 290

c.) Franklin, John Narrative of a Second Exneditioz—. .

d. ) Voorhis, E. :~istnrical ?orts—

in the year 1800. This .an.a the fort at Great bear Lake

~ividea the ;fjac’~~n~ie trading area into two eq~lal SeCViOilS.

b. ) Historic Sites Service, Themcic 5t:IU1T, p.2E17

‘4

,. . .
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12. Fort of the ?orks - Left bank Of the Mackenzie at the mouth
of the Laird River

A re-arrangement of the posts of the l~orthwest ComPanY

took place in 1804 after the union of the interests of this

Company and the Xx Company. Fort of the Forks was strategic-

ally placed at the jl~nction of the Xackenzie and ~airci rivers,

to replace Rocky Mountain Fort; .?ort Good Hope was built at

the moluth of the Hare Indian Hiver, and thus the ‘lackenzie

was divided into three almost-equal sections. Fort Laird

was ‘built a year later to capture the trade ‘n ‘he ‘~p~er

Laird river. Fort of the Forks z=xszrLefi T,he ~rinci!=l post,

of the Northwest Company on the iackenzie until the Union,

and thereafter, Fort simpson~ built by the Hudson’s ~W

Company, became “the administrative center Of the Jorzhern

Department for the latter Company.

a. ) Stager, John K. ;<istorical ceo~ranhvSources

b. ) Historic Sites Service, Tkematic Stu~Y

13. Fort Norman I - East bank of the ~lackenzie <:ivt?r oppos~t.e
the mol~th of the tiedstone hiver

This fort was built by the :Jorthwest Compan? in 180~}

and conveniently divided in two the distance between the

of the Forks and Fort Good Hope bl~ilt in the same year.

It was noved temporarily ncrthward by the Hudsonrs Day

company durinx the period of’ re-ari-anpement which followed

the union of the two companies in 1821.

Sources a. ) Sta~er, John, K. Historical (;=o~raohy

b. ) Historic Sites Service, ‘Thematic Studv

c.) Voorhis, E. Flistorlcal ?orts

Fort
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FI’ort ~:}ooa Hope I - On the left bank of the Yackenzie ii~vf?r
at the mouth of the Hare Indian iilver

This was the third post built on the Wckenzie in

1804 by the Northwest Company, and was the northernmost

post maln~ained by that company. It was operatin~ until

the Jnion of the two companies in 1821.

>ol~rces a. ) Stager, John, K. Historical Geozra~hv

“ort Laim3 -(; unction of the Lairs and Fetitot Rivers

Thi .S ~20St 3: L1.&.j~2~  : ‘“’p’~.’~”~-;:l~;-;.-.-., ;3s buiit in t!:e

year 1805 b,y the :{ortihu7est Company, and ‘has been mai-ntain-

ed to the present day. The post was closed in 1F14, foll-

owing the massacre at Port Neison, and rlov re-o~cllpzied ur~-cil

1820. ‘This was the richest area of the iackenzie in fur.

~o~rce a. ) StaRer Jo’hn,KL. Historical ~.zeoma:~h:l

b. ) Historic Sites Service TIQETZLGIC  Lt-idji

?ort ‘C(astor

A fort

WI1l serve to iil’lstrate this perioi.

.
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~olrces a. ) Stager, John h. ;Iiscorical CJeo::ran’riv

b. ) Historic Sites Service, ‘Thematic Study

c. ) Voorhis, Enerst Historical Forts

17. !’ort Alexander-

i’his post,

located on the riFht bank cf the ickenzie
at t’ne mo!lth of the ‘tiillowlake  :;iver

b,~i~t in 1817, was the last established

‘c.y the Northwest Company. It was not maintained hy the

dudson bay Company after tune Jnion in 1821.

Sources a. ) ttager, John K. ~istorical :;eomraDhy

b. ) Historic Sites Service, Thematic .;t,~d’~

This ?OSt”

to reDlace the

On an island in the :~ackefizie iiiver, just
below the nouth of zl?e Liard fiiver

was built by the Hudsonis Bay Cam.pany in 1822

Northwest Companyts Fort of the Fcrks. It

was the first of a series of C’nar.:e which tGOlk place after

~he merger of the two companies in 1821. i’he period which

followed the Jnion was one of stabilization of the i’~r  ●

:’ort Simpson became the miajor admir.istracive  and ~,i~trih’~tio.fi

post of the ~Jorthern Department. Ail of the l’urs wo’uld be

collected here for spring shipment. to Fort Chl.?ewvan, {znd t~q.:

sllpplies from Fort Chipew.yan would be distri-~uted. from Simps,an

in the autumn.

Sources a. ) Stager, ,.John K. Histf~rical Leorrarh~~

b. ) Historic Sites Service, Thematic St:~dv

c.) Innis, H.A. I’h.e :“’]r llraae i.n CanQti4a. Toranto,
1956
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19. ?ort (;ood Hope 11 - located on the left bank of the Nackenzie
at the junction of the Tracilnx hiver, 100=
miles north of Fort Good Hope I

Fort Good Hope was re-established  down the Yackenzie in

18z3 in an attempt to develop a trade with the i.oucheux

Indians, and possibly the ESkimos. The trade did not aevelon

as had been hoped, and t’he Fort was again moved back to near

the original site two or three years iater.

Solrces a. ) Stager, ,John K. Historical Leopraph,y

D. ) Historic Sites Service, ‘i’hematic ~;t{~d,y

20. Fort ;iorman 11 - left bank of the $lackenzie about. thirty
miles above the mouth of the Great Bear
River

Eecause of the cnanFe of locauion of Fort (;ood Hose in

1823, ?ort X“orman was moved north to compensate in that same

year. ‘i’he new site was near

the X’f Company. Sort Norman

1850 when it was moved for a

Sol.lrces, a. ) StaWer, John K.

the area of old Fort Castor of

remained at this location until

b. ) Historic Sites Service, i’r.e~atic :t:~ay

21. Fort Good ;Hope 111 - Y;anitoil island on che ;~ackenzie
mouth of the Hare Indian diver

.

at the

rhe failure of the anticipated trade with the boucheu:{

and Eskimos in 1823-25 occasioned a second re-iocation of

‘ort Good Hope.. ‘The third post was built on %nicou Island

near the oripinal site in 1826. ‘Ten years later the post

was washed awa,y in severe floodinp, and the post ‘alas re’ouilt

on the mainland where it remains to date.

. .
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So;lrces, a. ) Stager, John K. Historical [leoyraohy

b. ) Historic Site Service, Thematic Study

~

:., .,, .,. .. .

* -...%s

,. ”..
., ..,.

. . .
,, .

22. Bis Island ?ort - iVorth end of Big Island In the Nouth of
the Yackenzie River

This post was built by the Hudson”s bay Company about

1830, probably replacing Fort Geor~e as a provisions post

for the forts along the Mackenzie. Huge amounts of fish

were caught here in the spring and autumn, and were used

to si~pple.ment  the Inadequate rations of the posts down the

Yackenzie. It was abandoned in favour of Fort .?roviden~e ir

1865.

Sources a. ) Hae, Georpe Settlements of Great Slave Lake

b. ) . Stager, John, K. Historical GeorraDhy

c. ) Voorhis, Enerst Historical Forts

23. i<’ort ~Jorman III - Located on the right bank of the +!ackenzle
at the mouth of the Great Bear River

The final relocation of Fort Norman took place in I@53

when a new post was built at the .nouth of the Great bear Aivey

by the Hudsonls Bay Company

to the present time at this

~0’JrCf3S a. ) stager dOhn K.

agent James Anderson. IL remains

spot.

Historical c;eo:wa~hy

b. ) Historic Sites Service, ‘L’}ie~~tlc St,udv

24. ?ort ~cPherson, (originally ,Peel tiiver Post) - east hank of
of the Peel River about 24 miles from the
junction with the ;~[ackenzie

Fur tradinx Post established in 1840 by ,V;o’hn Beil, who

had explored up the Peel River in 1839-40. The post was
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at first called Peel Iliver post , b~~t iater the name was

chanqed to Fort NcPherson after the Chief Factor, ‘.;l~r dock

~ci?herson.

Sources a, ) Stager, John K. Historical !,eopra~hy

25. Fort L.:ae - located on the southwest corner of Xountain Island
on the east side of the North Arm of Slave Lake

l’he post was established by the Hl~dsonts Eay Company

in 1852 as a provlsions~ post. Caribou meat was bartered by

the Indians just as furs were elsewhere. Fort dae was also

a field observatory site a’urin~ the Internatjcnal  Polar Ieaz

1881-1883. The fort was ~oved eighteen miles north in 1906.

Sources - Rae , GeorKe Settlements of Crest Slave Lake

. .
,“

. . . . .
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III- Missionary Activity

The missionary activity in the Northwest Territories

is the third major theme of its history. This inordinate

importance lies in the fact that, except for the fur traders

and the group sup~orting the fur trade economy, the mission-

aries, ~ntil the second decade of the twentieth centur,y, were

the only other white settlers. Beginning in the middle of

the nineteenth century the missionaries, Catholic and Anplic-

an, followed the fur traders north, and, in a spirited COm.

petition for souls not unlike the early secular days of the fur

trade, expanded rapidl,y up the liakenzie valley despite serious

lack of funds and manpower. They established religion, schools,

and hospitals in the north, and -introduced agriculture to

all of their settlements. Some, like Father Petitot of the

Oblates, did extensive exploratory work in the course of their

proselytizing mission.

The work of the Catholic and Anglican mlssionarie~

began almost simultaneously in the Norrhwest Territories in

1850. Because there were so few trading posts in so vast an

area, unne~ssary but zealous duplication of services -

churches, schools, and hospitals - often resulted. T}le very

first reli@ous into the north built small mission-huts that

served both as residence and church, and were usually situat-

ed near the Hudsonts Ba,y Company posts. These two centres -

the fur post and the mission-hut - established the hub which

grew into the typical northern community. The mission-hat

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,
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was followed by church, school, and ‘hospital’ . Moreover,

the priests, ministers, nuns, and la,y brothers were considerabi,y

less transient than the fur traders. Although they might

travel lengthy distances within their northern diocese, most

of the religious stayed in the north, and in particular

missions, for the duration of their ministries.

Jntil the turn of the century, the Northwest Territories

presented an interestin,y picture of a unique frontier society.

There were churches, schools, and, in some instances, crude

hospitals. There was also an agriculture to support these.

But except for the routine bartering of furs at the Hudsonts

Bay Company post there was no other commercial enterprise.

And ~ntil the gradual advance of Ottawa administration in the

earl,y decades of the twentieth century, these two institutions,

the church and the fur company, were a law unto themselves.

The missionaries, especially the Catholics~ became the
.

first serious agriculturalists of the north. This was occasi-

oned b,y a number of factors - the lack OF mons,y for supplies

from the south, the necessity of feeding themselves and a

large number of Indian children in the day schools, and a

desire to add a dimension of permanence to their tiny out-

posts. All in all, the missionaries’ influence in the north,

especially on the Indians and Eskimos, was tremendol~s.

Whether the influence was for better or for worse is a matter

of individual prejudice, but it remains, none the less, an

historical fact.

. .
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This factor in the history of the Northwest Territories

deserves consideration in the development of an historic

sites program. The basis of that commemoration should be the

initial establishment of the missions at their various sites.

The early mission-huts and churches are the only evidences

of an architect’~re  and activity other than exploration and

the fur trade. From these humble beginnings, the settled

communities of the north developed. It is the policy of the

National Historic Sites Board that no churches be marked

which are still used for religious worship. This pOliCy

will lmdoubtedly  be followed by the government of the North-

west Territories. Such structures, however, shoul$be pro-

tected from eventual disappearance. Establishments which

have been abandoned or which have completely disappe=ed=

should be protected or suitably marked.

The following is a selection of the men and buildings

which should be considered for commemoration and preservat-

ion. Apairi, this list is only historical, and further

individual research and on.site investigation are neeued ‘OefOre

the possibilities for development can be assessed.

,

e, ., ,X*

,,

“.. “ . .
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Sites of nary Actlvlty

it. ,Josephts Mission Fort Resolution

The m.lssi.Orl was oriyi nal 1 y establi shed on ‘41 oose

( now Resoluti,on ) Island in 1 956 ● 12he ssion hut was the

notconne c ted with either the trade o r

explora on to buil t in the thwe st Territories.

Before the m.lssl on was moved 1,890 to its present 1.ocati on

on the mainl and the priests would make the daily j ourne

three way, to the fort. !!!h e mi Ssi o n as was

to the case in thi s early act se rvea a s  bot h chape 1

and resid ence. The first reside priest a t St. Jose ph ‘s

was the dbl,ate, Pather .scon. .

a. ) Iluchaussois, P.

b. ) Rae, Geor

c. ) Robinson, ?I.J. and
Settlement of the Mack
Geographical .Journal,
43-49

J.L.
enzie
no. 33 pp.

.

2. Immaculate Heart of {ary ,Yission Bii7 Island

‘rhi s missi on was bull t 1!3 58 near H ‘s Elay

Company Fort. I t lasted onl Y three years, however, when

Bishop Grand selected a bet ter site ( later to become

Providenc e on ) forty miles down the ‘$!ackenzi e.

Sources a. Duchau,ss01 s, P. Mid Snow and Ice

b.) Iiae, tieor~e,

3. Fort Good Hope

This Catholic missi,on was established August of

.

,...*

,.

,.

.
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1859 b.y Father tirolller and completed by Father Se~uln who

describes the scene in

22 feet by 17 feet. I

throu~h the floor; the

1860 when he arrived: “ the hut is

stepped in, I thoupht I was woinm

planks @ive, as elastic . . . . By way

Of windows, he has some rarEeci, torn oarchnent skins, which

let the breeze in quite freely. Throu~h the chinks in the

roof I can see the stars, and when it rains we can hardly

find a dry corner. This is to be our winterinp residence.”

The mission hut was moved in the summer of 1862 to its

present site near the fort.

Sollrces a. ) D1~chaussois, p. “’lid Snow and Ice

4. Providence Mission - Fort Providence

The site was selected by Bishop Grandin in 1861 to

replace the mission at BiF Island. The mission house was

bemn by Father Lascon in July of 1862 and later that summer,

a log house 22 feet square, and a chapel adjoininz 15 feet

by 8 had been erected. That winter a start was made on-a

convent and orphanape to accommodate the anticipated arriva:.

of the [;re,y Nuns. It was completed and filled in the summer

of 1!367. A School for Indian children was opened in 1867

with an initial enrolment of eleven pupils.

sources. a. ) l)ucha~ssois,  P. Yid Snow and Ice

b.) I)uchaussois P. Gre,y Nuns of the Far :Yorth

5. St. :{ichael Archangel )Iission - Fort fiae

A mission was founded here in 1859 by Father Gascon,
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Father Bruno Eouve arrived in 1872. The hut built by Fathel-

f~ascon in 1859 was seventeen feet lon~s ‘With ‘0 chairs ‘r

benches and only an earthen floor. I’he -nission followed

the fur trade post when it was moved in 1906.

Somces a. ) Duchaussoi.s  P. Mid Snow and Ice

b. ) Fiae, Georpe Settlements of Great Slave Lake

6 . Arctic Red fiiver Yisslon, Catholic

This mission was established by Father Sezuin in 1868.

It consisted only of’ a small chapel and was visited only

occasionally until 1890, when it became permanent.

Sources a.) Duchaussois, P. Mid Snow and Ice

7. St. Anne’s Mission - Hay River

This mission was established on July Srd 1869 by

Father Gascon. A hut had been built by Brother 1301srame

the previous winter next to the newly opened Hudson’s Bay

Company post. In the winter of that same year Brother-

Boisrame had been killed by the Indians and Father Gascon

returned to Fort Resolution. Until 1878 the mission was

only occassionall.y visited by ?riests~ and thereafter clOsed

because of the continuing hostility of the Indians.

Source a. ) Duchaussols, i?. Mid Snow and Ice

b. ) Rae, George Settlements of Great Slave i.ake

8 . St. ‘Teresa’s Yission, Catholic, Fort Norman

This mission was established and a hut and chapel

built by Father Ducot in 1876.

Sources a. ) Duchaussois  l?. ;~id Snow and Ice

.,.

... ,.. , . . . . . ,.,. ,.. .
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9. St. Isidorels .I!iSSiOnt catholic! Fort smith

This mission was built and permanently established

b.y Father Gascon in 1876.

Sources a.) Duchaussois P. Mid Snow and Ice

b. ) kea, LeorEe Slave Lake :Settlements

10. Anrlican .!ission at Fort Simpson

The Reverend William Kirkby establisher] the first

mission for the Anglican Church in the Northw-est Territories

in Fort Simpson in 1859. He built a church and house for

himself. The Catholic were excluded from i~ort Simpson

until 1894.

Sources a. ) Bompas, William CarPenter Diocese d’f the Oackenzie
River, Society for PromotinF Christain Knowledge,
London, 1888

b.) Boon, T.C.B. ‘l?he Amzlican Church from the Bav
to the Rockies, ‘Toronto, 1962

11. Anglican ~ission  at Fort Norman .

The mission ~ias established and a church mission hut

built by the Anglicans in 1861.

Sources a. ) T30mpas, lJ.C. Diocese of Yackenzie

b.) Boon T.C.B. An~lican Church

c. ) Robinson, .V.J and J.L. “ Exploration and Settle-
ment of the Mackenzie District”

12. An~lican :flission Fort l~cPherson

Established in 1862. The Anglicans were conspicuously

more sl~ccessful with the Loucheux and Eskimos than the

Catholic Oblate Fathers.

>-
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.;o; lrces - Same as 11

13. Anfi~llcan ;l~sslon  at Fort Rae

A church and school were established here in 1867

by Deacon R.D.Reeves and his wife. It consisted of a log

hut fourteen feet square.

~ources Bompas, J.C. Diocese of Yackenzie

b.) Been, T.C.B. Anglican Church

c. ) dae, George Settlements of ~.,reat Slave LAke

. . . . . . . .

. .

.,. ..*
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Iv - Industrialization

The Northwest Territories on the eve of the discovery

of oil at Norman Wells remained much as it had in the pre-

vious seventy five years. What changes had taken place in

that time were slow in coming, and always within ~he context

of the economic pattern and social conditions of the nine-

teenth century. Twenty five years later the entire face of

the north had changed, and changed so radicaily that no other

word can be used to describe it than revolutionized. Towns

existed where none had existed before - t town’,in fact,

becane a new word in the northern vocabulary. The Arctic,

which twenty five years before had simply been the “ end

of the earth”% became, strategically, the very centre of it.

The flow of furs from the Northwest Territories had been

upstaFed by the flow of real wealth - oil, gold, uranium,

and silver. ‘The North was no longer a matter of weeks or

months away from the centres of civilization, but a matter

of hours. Life went on for man,y in the iiorth the way i;

had always gone on - but it was only a matter of time.

The single most important factor in this profound

transformation was in transportation, i.e. the airplane.

rhe iiorthwest Territories had, in fact, become accessible.

It was no lonfler the preserve of the fur traders, the

missionaries, and the rich traveller who had the l~~sure

and predisposition to the lengthy water transportation.

The advent of aerial transportation brought a new type of

person into the north - the adventuresome, shrewd, and

. . .
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scientific entrepreneur. Aerial prospectin~ became common-

place; f~r tradin~ entrepreneurs took to the air; and

enterprising pilots flew anybody in who wanted to go.

The latent wealth of the Aorthwest Territories was beginnin$

to be tapped, and the development of these resources super-

imposed a t new north ~ over the skeleton of the old. The

pace of life and chan~e began to speed up and hasn’t ,yet

stopped accelerating.

The selection for historic sites for this, the dawn of

the modern era of northern history, are few,but of the

preatest significance. We are not yet sufficiently remove~

from these decades of the revolution in the Northwest

Territories to properly assess their historical simificance.

Onlv the passage of time will bring them into focus. One

thing that we do know is that the past, the frontier society

of the riineteenth century north, came to an abrupt symbolic

end with the discovery of oil at .iorman hells in 1920. ● The

flight of the first airplane into the Northwest ‘Territories

in the the sprinF of the following year ended the symbolism

and inaugurated the reality of the modern era. The suggested

sites of the following list are as much symbols of the

end of an interesting and unique past, as commemoration of

a new and completely different history the dimensions of which

are difficult to assess.

,,.. -. ..,.,.

,.
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. ~~ ~rwash rein: - o~posite the present town of iellowknife

in tne ~~~e flail of 1!;34 ;!ajor ?)lrwas’n and his Dartv

Lanced ~.y ?iarle on ieilow’knife ;~av and examined q,lartz vein’.

un tci.s goint the.v discovered the first hl~h-~rade Fold

bearifir deposit in the ;eiiowknife tio”ia field. The subsecr~ent

development of (ellowknife resuited,
.

and the reai. be~inninss

or’ tne development of the resources of the .iorthwest  ‘Territ-

ories.



l.) Alcock, ?. r. A ‘;ent~ry OC the ~eolo,.j.cal J. ]rve,~ of ‘Janac:i
tittawa, kinFs Printer, 1948

2. ) naircl, F.JJ. “ Expeditions to the Arctic”, tieaver, ‘arck— .
Junet ancl .5ept. 1943

6 .; ,j,~anc~~%3 L:J.y Xeewatin and Northeastern fiackenzie,  ottawa,
KinFts Printer, 17~C

7.) ~amoeil, ,).$,. ‘l’he :;orth ~est ,~o-nDafi/, New (ork,  1757

8.) Jamerson, Ames beans ‘The ~ew ;~ortk, New York, 1900

9.) Canada. Pilot OF Arctic :anada, vol. 1 , 1959

10. ) Canadaa

11. :anacia.

15. 1 Camada.

l!o. ) Canada.

1 “7 . j Canada.

Mpartment of the Interior, Canadat s FLastern Arctic
Assembled by W.C.13ethune, Kin~$s Prinzer, 19~J+

tie~artment of the Interiar. :anadat.~ ‘iestern
Arctic, ‘~ajor L.i’. B,~rwasn, Ottawa, Kinrts frinter
1931

tiepartment of the interior. Canada’s ~estern
Northland, W.CO Bethme, uttawa,  1937 .

deoartmmnt of t’ne Interior. !Jorthwest Territories
by ?.H. Kitto, dttawa,  1?30

Department of the Interior. 1.ocaL Conditions
In the ‘!ackenzie District 1222, ‘o~r .-.?. Yoran
Jttawa,  1 9 2 3

DeKlt. of Interior. LrP,at ?lave Lake Area, Jttawa,
1926

Senate. ‘!’he (.,reat ‘Vat’kenzie basin; reoorts of the
fie~ect committees of the :jenate 1 887.1888, ed.
b,y . iinerst J. Chapbers, Ottawa, 1~08

tie~artment of Interior. An Introd:~ction  to F,he
,eorraphy of the Canadian Arctic, Ottawa, 1951”

18. ) Carrin~-ton, Philip ‘The An:~lican Ch~rch In Canada, ‘Toronto
1963



14. , Clar Ke, uesmond. Artn:~r ~obbs Esquire 1689-1765,
London, 1958

20. ) Ells, S.C. “ Canadian Vo,yageurs”, Can. (.,eo. ,!ournal,
Vol. 4? p. 82, Feb., 1951

~lo) [nn~s,  ~.Ao Peter Pond, Fur Trader and Advent~rer,
Toronto, 1930

?po ) .;enness, tiiamond Indians of Canada, dttawa,  1963

~? ‘$/. J Iohnston, V. Kenneth “ Canada’s Title tO r,he Arctic
Islands”, C.E.d., VO1. XIV, ;~ool
March 1933, pp.24-41

24. ) Kirwan, Lop.

?< “
.-.). ) Xane, illsha

A ?istory o? Polar Ex~loration, Harmond-
sworth, 1959

Clements Lands of ‘~ilence, ca~brid~e, 1921

27.) ~irsk,y, ,;eanette t’o the Arctic! The Story of Northern
ExDioration from ~ariiesc i’lnes to the
Present , New Iork, 1948

.28. ) ?orse, Lric ,,. ?~r ‘Prade .zoutes of Canada, Jttawa, 1969

30. )JLeson, i’.. The :;oresmen in America, COH6A. ~ookl~t
)Jo. 14 , Ottawa, 1963

31.) ?arr.y, ‘);.E.
8

~o’.lrnal of A Second ‘]oya,-e. . . . London, lf324

32,) ?~llen, H.F. The ~~l~en Records, Ottawa, 1954

33. ) filch, i;. E. I’he F~r Trade and +~e ~ort~~flest t- l~j7
Toronto, 1967 ““” *

34.) 5abine, Edward, ed. I’he .~ortk eorri.a ~,azette  and Xint,ar
onicie, London, IF321

35. ) Smith, Lordon M. ‘TerritoTia~  :.Overeifinty  in the Canadian
!Jorth: ~ :{istoricai Jlt-Line of tile
Problem, i.c.~.~c, Ottawa, 1963

36.) I’awsiey, [3.<). Nine Finders, Toronto 1935

3?’.) I’aylor, Andrew :~ritish Parliamentary paoers op. ~xD~oration
in the Canadian :~orth, Arctic bibliomanhy
Vol .
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38. ; Tyrell, J.W. Across the Sub-Arctics of Canada. . .
London, 1908

39.) ioun:., Allen k. The two Voyaqes of the Pandora in l=
and 1876, London, 1879

49. ) Zaslow, ,!orris

41. ) lasiow, Yorrls

42. ) Covey, John A

A History of Transportation and Ijeveion-
ment of the flackenzie Basin from 1U71-1921,
Y1.A Thesis, J of Toronto, 1948

The Zcono~.ic Develo~ment of the ‘Jac7~en-
zie River Rasin, 1920-40, ?h.D Thesis,
University of Toronto, 1956

43. ) Finnie , ilichard Canada “;oves iorth, rev. cd., Toronto,
1943
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1. INTRODUCTION

The nature of the Historic Resources Survey conducted by the Northwest

Territories Historical Advisory Board is reviewed in summary fashion. Sub-

sequently the results of questionnaires completed by Chief Cazon  for Area 5

are summarized.

When this project is completed and the results

tourist and recreation standpoint a useful input to

Up to the present time, however, only the limited

are available for examination.

are fully evaluated

II Overviewll should

results referred to

Il. THE NATURE OF THE HISTORIC RESOURCES SURVEY

from a

emerge.

above

The Historical Advisory Board is collecting information on the location,

character and quality of the historic sites in the Territories through a

questionnaire procedure. The standard format employed is presented on the

following pages of this report. Members of the Board have been charged with

the responsibility for the completion of the questionnaires for various parts

of the Territories with which they are familiar. The geographic distribution

of the areas of responsibi Iity is shown on the accompanying map.

The theme organization to which the site and object recording is tied is

somewhat different than that employed by Mr. Young in Part i of this report.

It also differs from that employed in the study of the tourist and recreational

potential of the archaeological resources of the Territories, being m“uch less

detai led.

Theme Orqani zat ion

A .  Prehistory

1. Indian Cultures

2. Eskimo Cultures

B. History

1. Search for the Northwest Passage

2. Fur Trade Era

3. Missionary Era

4. Whaling Era

5. Exploration of Mineral Resources

.
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6. Evolution of Northern T ransportat ion

7. Front ier Government and Evolution of Sett Iements (includes R. C.-M. P.

8. Recent Indian Cultures

9. Recent Eskimo Cultures

When compared with the work of Mr. Young presented in Part I of this

report, it wi I I be seen that the above schemata contains several new themes

or sub-themes that have value

These include the whaling era

f rent ier government.

in relation to tourist and recreation planning.

and those related to mineral exploration and

Ill. ANALYSIS OF C OM PLETED Q U E STIONNAIRES FOR AREA 5

A set of completed questionnaires for Area 5 made available to Travel-

Arctic is included in this report, together with general and specific site

location maps. The more detailed sketch map indicates eight sites situated

along the Mackenzie River from Skul I Creek in the west to a point upst ream

just west of Axe Creek. Completed forms for site locations 1, 2, 3, and 7,

are presented. llnese am the only data currently avai lable for anaiysis.

Location or Site No. 1 on Skull Creek is perhaps the most significant

from a tourist development standpoint. [t is situated ciose  to the mouth of the

Creek a short distance to the north of the new Fort Simpson Highway and could

be made accessible by secondary road construction. Apparently the site is

regarded with some awe by Indians since it is said to represent the last show

of resistance to the white man in this area. The site is said to be in poor

condition but it is considered by Chief Cazon, who completed the quest ionnai re,

to be worthy of the erection of a historic plaque.

Location No. 2 was a spring gathering ground for local Indian celebrations

that took the form of dancing around a hi II formation about 50 feet in diameter.

Location No. 3 is related to the Klondike  era being the site of a winter

camp for those traveling to the gold fields.

I-ocat ion No. 7 was apparent I y an army transport camp during World

War II.

. . . . . . .,, . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .
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GOVE  RN?.  IENT077}:C NORTH’NES( TERRITORIES

CAtJADA

Yellowknife,  N.W. T.

~,~J . &J+/~.,

.-

Dear Member;

Please find enclosed the questionnaires for the Overview
Stucly a]:ci a map with a re~tatiive  ciivisi~n of ~esponsibilities.
I have tried to suit this division to your experience and
expressed hfishes. If it is not suitable ~r if it >:ould ba
more logical to shift c!]e or two botu-id.:..-y lines, please let
Mr. Stevenson }mo”,{. With regards to th=~ Overview Study, please
do not hesitate to trepass in so~.cone else’s territnry if you
know of u site which should be noted. We WOU1.d far rather
have duplication than orr,missic~n.

I am sorry ve did !]ot manage to $old another meeting during”
the summer but ws will definitely b: having OR= in October.
‘Ihe place and date have no~lxnen finalized yet. Please send
, ,.u41C- Gve L view 17UL-lli5 i{l 53 $uc~n as possi-ule  so V:e may ‘nsve some
correlation done before the m~eti.ng. If you need more
questionnaires do not f.esitzte to dsk.

●

‘I ?~ave numbered- the” areas andi,~;ciuld suggzst that ~:.*.J
Phipps ‘be responsible ior 1, l~r. .l+llcn fcr 2, Rev. Sperry for 4,
znd Father I)ucharrr,e for 8. Areas 5,6, and7 were exceptionally
hard to divide so I would suqgest that Mr. Carney, Father Ebner
anti Chief Cazori:each consider themselves resDonsib].e for the
totai ~re~ to the &st of tl-,eir knowledge
We have already received a pcrtial report
Fisher.

.
and available resources.
on Area 3 from N1.

Yours sincerely,

(Mrs. ) Gail Wool,
Secretary to the
N.W.T. Historical
Advisory Board

. .

. . .
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HISTORICAL. RESOURCES 3’W?VElr—.—

.-

The purpose of this qu,~stionnairc is to id~ntify ss
many sites as possible which htive significance in the history
of t’ne horth,.wst Territories or Cal?&clCZ as a whole. The ward
“site” does not necessarily mssn en acLual spot on th~ ground
btit m.By alsa mazn e Keiic, Such as a b~at, l;hose  location is
not necessarily part Df its significance.

Thz first question and th~ site location comprise the
iriformation  ue must hzve although in scxne cases the answers——
might be cluite vagus. The rest of the questions provide
additional infornm+:ion.

The snswzr to question l(a) shou16 b= taken from the
following list:

A. Pre-history 1..
2.

B. History 1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
1.

8.
9.

Thz quzstions  may

,.

Indian Cultures
Eskimo Cultures

Search for the Northwest Passage
Fur-trade Era
Missionary Era
Whzling Era
Exploitation of Nim?ral Resources
Evolution of Northern Transportation?
Frontier of Governm~nt & Evolution Gf

Settlements (incluics R.C.M.P.)
Rscent Indisn Culture
Recent Eskimo Culture

be ~r.:;wered  zs briefly ~r as fully
as you wish. In some instances single words will be sufficient.
You may also pass these forms on to &ny one !iko might b= able
to record otl~er sites.

______________— -------------

QUESTIONNAIRE

Site Numbsr : . .

●

1. (a) What is stiyqested themz cztegory?

(b) What specific event or person is it associated with ?

(c) What physical historical evidenc~  is prssent at th~ site ?

What is the con~ition of the remains ? (Circle one)

Very GOD3 Good POD r Very Poor



2. . . .

.-

.,

2. What :.s the historical significance of this site
(a) in the region ?

(b) in N.W.T. history ?

3. Is there any immediate danger to the site or is it expected
that it will remain unharmed for some tires yet ?

If site is in danger do you have any suggestions for preservation ?
e.g. Are there any items which could bs removed to safety ?

Are YOU awire of the location of any items whieti mi9kt hel’e
already bzen moved ?

4. Are there any individuals whom we might. contact for more
information on this site ?



HISTORIC}.L RESOURCES SURVEY——

.-

The purpose of this qu!~stionnaire  is to identify as
many sites as possible which hsve significance in the history
of thz North.,est  Territories or Canzdti as a whole. The ward
“site” does not necessarily mean an actual spot on thz ground ~
but may also mzsn a relic, such as a beat, whose locatiofi  is
not necessarily part of its significance.

Thz first qu~stion zni thz site location comprise the
information we must have although in s~me cases ths answers
might be quite vagu~. The rest of the questions provide
additional information.

The answer to question 1(6) should be taken from the
following

A.

B.

list:

Pre--history 1.
2.

History 1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.

Thz questions may

Indian Cultures&
Eskimo Cultures

Search for the Northwest Passage
Fur-trade Era
Missionary Erz
Whaling Ers
Exploitation of Mineral Resourczs
Evolution of Northern Transportation
Frontier of Government & Evolution of

Settlements (incluies R.C.M.P.)
Recent Indian Culture
Recent Eskimo Culture

be znswered  as brieflv ar as full-~
as you wish. fn sores instances single words will-be stlfficie~t.
You may also pass these forms on to ~ny one who might b= able
to rec~rd oth~r sites.

=.---.---—.---—  -------------

QUESTIONNAIRE

Site Numbsr : –u-

1. (a) Whet is suggested thsme category?
●

4 i.r “1 C. _ _ _  SJ-,.-’.~J}J  :.,. . . . . .
(b) What spesific event or person is it associated with ?

Whst is the cor,dit.ion  of th% ren=i??s ? (Circle Gne)
~ .—. -- _

Y’ery Goa5 Good Poor .!y.e ry F’oo F.



2. . . .

2. What is the historical significance of this site
(G) in the region ?

3. Is therz any immediate danger to the site or is it expezted
that it \iill remain unharmed for some time yet ?

If site is in danger do you have any suggestions for preservation
e.g. Are there any items which could be rem~ved to safety ?

{li\LJ .. . . ..t. I ..:
..LC. ,1 . ...< ~?.lc:-c[lkl’,)’.’.cltii’i  J).:.JtL-~L:r.;’~’J ‘~ .’5:,  i.id

Are you aware of the location of any items which might have
alreaciy been moved ?

(L+’’., ,.. / t <“.-7””.

●

4.. Are there any individuals whom we might contact for more
information on this site ?



HISTORICAL RESOURCES SURVEY

.-

The purposz of this questionnaire is to id~ntify  ZS
many sites as possible which hsve significance in the history
of thz North,iest  Territories or Canzd& as a whole. The word .
“site” does not necessarily mean an actual spot on th~ ground
but may al.sa meen a relic, such as a boat, whose location is
not necessarily part of its significance.

Th~ first question and thz site location comprise th~
information we must have although in s~me cases ths answers
might b? quite vague. The rest of the questions provide
additional information.

The znswer to question 1(=) should b? taken from the
following list:

A. Pre-history 1. Indian CulturesvY
2. Eskimo Cultures

B. History 1. Search for the Northwest Passage
2. Fur-trzde  Era
3. Missionary Erz
4. Whaling Era
5. Exploitation of Mineral Resources
6. Evolution of Northern Trzns?ortstion
7. Frontier of Government & Evolution of

Settlements (inclu~es R.C.~f.P.)
8. Recent Indian Culture
9. Recent Eskimo Culture

Ths qu~stions may be answsred  as briefly ar as fully
as you wish. In sores instances single words will be sufficient.
You may also pass these forms on to zny one who might bz able
to record other sites.

----------------------------

QUESTIONNAIRE

1. (a) V:hat is suggested them= category?

What is t-he cor.ciition  of the remains ? (Circle one)
~ver;, ;03; .

Good POclr Very Poor
--......——-



2. . . .

;.O. -Q.$A4WA;U +.LLW,

If site is in danger do yau have any suggestions for preservation >
e.g. Are there any items which could be remzwed to safety ?

Are you sware of the location of any items w%ich m!.q?!t have
already been mo~’ed ?

-,!.,\.. :\ -f” .TX(\~AJ.\ .“;<,) :L\..: j !Li:::::..f>.,.,.( ..,...: , -L ~L’i:\ . ‘.-

4. Are therp any individuals whom we night contact for more
information on this site ?

,, . . . ! ..-!-: .,) ~~
:; . . . . . ..’., ,. , .“. ‘, :.’ . . . . , -, :._ ~--..v  ~. \.+-. .“, ! c~~:a”~’-”: --.----’. . ~ $ $, ~. . .

‘\. \.~. ,-, . . . ,.. Ju  ..,_,> . .-,.-.:..

.-.



HISTORICAL RESOIJRCES SLNVEY.—

The purposz  of this questionnaire is to identify as
many sites as possi’ble which h=ve significance in the history
of thz North-A,est Territories or C~nzdc as a whole. The word
“site” does not necessarily msan arl actual spot on thz ground
but may also me~n a relic, such as a boat, whose location is
not necessarily part of its significance.

Ths first question and th= site location comprise the
information we must have although in same cases ths answers
might be cluite vague. Thz rest of the questions provide
additional in format ion.

The answer to question l(a) should be taken from th~
following

A.

B.

list:

Pre-history 1.
2.

History 1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.

Ths questions may

Indian Cultures
Eskimo Cultures

Search for the Northwest Psssage
Fur-trzde Era
Missionary Erz
Whsling Era
Exploitation of Mineral ResourcFs  #“F
Evolution of Northern Trzns?~rtation
Frontier of Government & Evolwtion  of

Settlements (inclu5.es R.C.~1.P.)
Recent Indian Culture
Recent Eskimo Culture

as you wish. fn soma instances single words will b= sufficient.
You nzv also pass these forms on to zny one who might bs able
to rec~rd oth~r sites.

_.__________—— ----------------

QUESTIONNAIRE

1. (6) What is suggested theme cstegory?
9

.-,.W .. ,,- - .

L
‘, ‘y,,,:,,, ,,‘~~’~?.,,. ,.-:: .:..,.-’,’!  “.,--:  ‘,’... . .:,,..>..  ~ - --,.:  .-. ! L .-. .-:.’, ,



2. What is the historical
in ths

2. . . .

significance of this site
region ?

(b) in N.W.T. history ?

3. Is there any inunediate danqer to the site or is it expected
that it will remain unharmed for some tirns yet ?

Are you aware of the location of any items which might have
alread;r ~bsen mcved ?

4. Are there any individuals whom we might contact for m,ore
information on this site ?



HISTORICAL P.ZSOURCES  SURVEY.—

The purpose of this qtnstionnaire  is to identify as
many sites as possible which have significance in the history
of the North#est Territories or Canada as a whole. The word
“site” does not necessarily mean an actual spot on thz ground
but may also m.esn a relic, such as a boat, whose location is
not necessarily part of its significance.

The first question ani th~ site location compr].se the
information we must have although in s~me cases thz answers——
might be quite vague. The rest of the questions provide
additional information.

The answer to question 1(=) should be taken from the
following

A.

B.

list:

Pre-history 1.
2.

History 1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.

Indian Cultures
Eskimo Cultures

Search for the Northwest Passage

Thz cluzstions may

Fur-trsde Era
Missionary Era
Whzling Era
Exploitation of Mineral Resources
Evolution of Northern Transportation
Front].er of Government & Evolution of

Settlements (inclu3es  R.C.M.P.  )
Recent Indian Culture
Recent Eskimo Culture

k answered as briefly ar cs fully
as yc)u wish. In som~ instances single words will-b= sufficient.
You mzy also pass these forms on to sny one who might b= able
to record other sites.

--------.——— ----------------

QUESTIONNAIRE

q (v.,.+:.’Site Number : __

●

1. (a) What is suggested th=me cetegory?

What is the condition fif tha”remains ? (Circle one)

Very Go~5 Good PoDr O&-F_oo $.—.
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PART 111

SUMMARY COMMENTS

Prepared For

DIVISION OF TOURISM

DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY & DEVELOPMENT

GOVERNMENT OF NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

.

BY

W. M. BAKER
TOURIST , PARK & RECREATION PLANNING CONSULTANT,

62 SI-OLEY ROAD,
SCARBOROUGH, ONTARIO.



1. INTRODUCTION

Initially, attention

3.

is directed to the significance of the Thematic Approach.

The establishment of a Thematic format is discussed and the present state of

Thematic research together with future requirements are noted in summary fashion.

Site identification is briefly reviewed. In the pocket of the report a map

of exploration routes and significant sites related to various themes is presented.

Theme and site development potentials are discussed. The comments of

Mr. Young are summarized with some additional remarks included at particular

points.

Final Iy, a future course of action for research preservation and develop-

ment is explored. The role of TravelArctic in the process is examined.

It is stated categorically that the research completed to date has fallen

below requirements and the results are clearly less than what is needed for

tourist and recreation planning. Admittedly, a substantial amount of progress

has been achieved but addit i o n a { research I ies ahead.

The exploration theme is fairly complete and the basic foundations necessary

for a museum theme exhibit have been laid. Enough has been achieved in relation

to the fur trade and missionary themes in the Mackenzie River area to make a

start with development procedures of a minor nature as a support to tourism and

recreation in this area. This is the most that can be claimed for the Work com-

pleted todate.

Il. THE THEMATIC APPROACH

1. The Establishment of a Thematic Format

The preparation of a theme and sub–theme format to guide future

research and provide a framework of reference for tourist and recreation

planning presents the essential first step of a future course of action.

As can be readi I y seen from an examination of Part I of the report,

Mr. Young recognizes four major themes, namely, Exploration, Fur Trade,

Missionary and Industrialization. These are essentially the themes decided

upon in discussions preliminary to the execution of his research project.

.>. . .



4.

His treatment of the sub-themes and the selection of sites, however, is

incomplete. Some of the salient points made by Mr. Young with respect

to these major themes and thei r development prospects wi I I be summarized

subsequent I y.

The Northwest Territories Historical Advisory Board, as noted in

Part II of the report, have developed a theme format to guide the record-

ing of data in their Historical Resources Survey. Two major themes are

noted, namely, A. - Pre-history, and B. - History. TWO sub-themes are

recognized in the former, including Indian and Eskimo Cultures. Nine

sub-themes are identified under the major theme History including Search

for the Northwest Passage, Fur Trade Era, Missionary Era, Whaling

Era, Exploration of Mineral Resources, Evolution of Northern Transport,

Frontier of Government and Evolution of Settlements (includes R. C. M. P. ),

Recent Indian Culture, and finally Recent Eskimo Culture.

In an attempt to consolidate the Schemata of Mr. R. C. Young and that

of the Northwest Territories Historical Advisory Board, the following

outline of themes and sub-themes is offered for consideration. Some

additional inputs made by the author will be readily recognized. A
1]

schemata for the Pre-history has been developed in a separate report.

The field of History can be conveniently classified on the basis of

Themes, Sub-themes, Phases and Topics. The following schemata is

fairly comprehensive in terms of Themes. The major sub-themes are

shown in fairly complete form with the phases somewhat less well defined.

No attempt has been made to define topics such as the Frobisher exped-

itions under Phase 1 of the Sub-Theme Search for a Commercial Nort;l-

west Passage or the expeditions of Henry Hudson under Phase 2- Pene-

trating Hudson Bay.

1] Baker, W. M. - Evaluation of Tourist and Recreation Potentials of the
Archaeological Resources of the Northwest Territories Prepared for
Travel Arctic, March, 1971.

.. . . .
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SCHEMATA OF HISTORIC THEMES AND SUB-THEMES

. .

Theme I - Geographic Explorat ion

Determining the extent and configuration

enlarging the bounds of spatial knowledge

graphic knowledge.

of the land and water mass

- breaking the bounds of geo-

Sub-Theme - Search for a Commercial Northwest Passaqe  1 576-i 74S

Phase 1 - Probing the Eastern Entrance to the Arctic

2- Penetrating Hudson Bay

Sub-Theme - Fur Trade Era 1747-1883

Phase 1 - Hudson Bay Company Early Era

2- Hudson Bay and Northwest Company Rival ry

3- Hudson Bay Company Post 1821 Union

Sub-Theme - British Admiralty Expeditions

Phase 1 - Approach by Sea

2 - Approach by Land

3 - Franklin Expedition and Subsequent Searches

Sub-Theme - American and Norweqian  Interest

Phase 1 - American Explorers

2 - Norwegian Explorers

Sub-Theme - Canadian Sovereicmty and Scientific Expeditions

Phase 1 - Overland Exploration ●

2 - Exploration by Sea

Theme II - The Fur Trade Era

Sub-Theme - Independent T raders - XY and Northwest Co. penetration

of the Mackenzie Valley

Sub-Theme - Hudson Bay Company essentially after 1821

Theme [11 - The Whaling Era

Theme IV – The Missionary Era

Sub-Theme - The Anglican Church

Sub-Theme - The Roman Catholic Church

Sub-Theme - Other Denominations



Theme V - Scientific Resource Exploration

6.

Sub-Theme - The Geological Survey of Canada

Sub-Theme - The Mapping and Geographic Survey

Sub-Theme - Botanical Investigations

Sub-Theme - Biological Investigations

Theme VI - Modern Economic and Industrial Development

Sub-Theme - T ransportat ion

Sub-Theme - Mining

There are numerous sub-themes here of which only two have been

identified.

Theme Vll - Frontier Government and Sett Iement Evolut ion

Sub-Theme - Law and Order R. C. M. P.

Sub-Theme - Government Education

Theme Vlll - Recent Indigenous Cultural Evolution

Sub-Theme - Indian Cultures

Sub-Theme - Eskimo Cultures

The foregoing outline should not be considered as absolute or unalter-

able. Other groupings obviously can be formulated. On the other hand,

it does provide a fairly complete outline that lends itself to expansion by

phase and topic.
●

2. The Present State of Thematic Research

The work of Mr. Young presented in Part I of this report represents

the bulk of the thematic research completed to date. It represents a

substantial beginning but it is obvious that much remains to be done.

Theme I - Exploration

This background study is reasonably complete from the standpoint

of tourist and recreation planning in relation to overview. The broad

pattern has been clearly portrayed and major themes and phases ident-

ified. Topics require further research.

.
. .
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Theme II - The Fur Trade Era

The paper prepared by Mr. Young requires considerable expansion

to encompass the operations of the Hudson Bay Company outside the

Mackenzie Valley. Possibly no more than 50qo  of the task has been

completed with respect to this theme.

Two courses of action appear to be open to Travel Arctic. A

contract could be made with the Historical Research Section of the

National Historic Sites Service to complete the work required for

this theme. The Northwest Territories Historical Advisory Board

could assume responsibility for the work.

Theme Ill - The Whalinq Era

Nothing has been done to date on this important theme. With

direction from Mr. A. Stevenson who is knowledgeable about this

theme responsibility for the task could be vested on either of the

agencies noted in the discussion of Theme II above.

Theme IV - The Missionary Era

Al I research has been confined by Mr. Young to the Mackenzie Val Icy.

Coverage of the remainder of the Northwest Territories is necessary.

[t is conceivable that this research co

through contact with church organizat

Arctic officials to competent church h

assistance may be required.

~ld be most effectively comp eted

ons who wou I d di rect T rave -

storians. Modest financial
●

Theme V - Scientific Resource Exploration

I believe that this theme and the identification of significant sites

can be best developed by the federal government agencies involved in

the work over the years. Some departments and agencies have al ready

prepared histories of various types and the preparation of a synopsis

suitable for tourist planning purposes would not involve much additional

effort. Mr. Young did not probe these possibi  Iities  very extensively

during the course of his work.

Three themes remain virtually untouched including;

Theme VI - Modern Economics and Industrial Development

. . ,-
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T h e m e  V1l - F r o n t i e r Government and Sett Iement Evolution

Theme Vlll - Recent Indigenous Cultural Evolution

Responsibility in this case should rest with the Northwest Territories

Historical Advisory Board.

The completion of the theme papers obviously involves considerable

work that will stretch over several years. Possibly initial efforts

should be confined to the completion of the Fur Trade, Whaling,

Missionary and Scient

3. Site Identification

On the map accompany

fic Exploration Themes.

of the explorers areng this report the routes

shown. Data were obtained from a variety of sources including in part-

1] All routeicular the “Atlas of the Northwest Territories Canada”.

markings must be considered as rough approximations.

The Related Sites identified by Mr. Young in his paper are all indicated

on the map. An analysis of the questionnaires returned to the Northwest

Territories Historical Advisory Board at the completion of the Historic

Resource Survey should result in a considerable augmentation of sites.

4. Theme and Site Development Potentials

In his paper, Mr. Young has made a number of significant comments

with respect to the development potential of the various themes and their

related sites that deserve summary treatment at this point.
●

(a) The Exploration Theme

Three elements are associated with any consideration of develop-

ment of this theme as a tourist and recreation asset.

(i) Sites that are the scene of significant events in a particular

expedition or set of explorations. These frequent I y take the form

of landings, cai rn markers and wintering quarters.

1] Atlas of the Northwest Territories Canada - prepared for the Advisory
Commission on the Development of Government in the Northwest Territories,
~ttawa,  1966.

. .

,.

. .
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(ii) Artifacts that represent expendable left behind aftera

trip, including unused or partial Iy used caches, abandoned gear

or misplaced items.

(iii) Records that take the form of journals, maps and charts

brought back to the home base of the expedition.

Several significant problems related to the development of the

theme and its site and object elements as a tourist attraction re-

quire note.

(i) A very high percentage of the significant and represent-

ative sites indicated on the map accompanying this report are in

isolated locations. Of the 36 sites about 25 or 6970 are situated

in the Arctic island Archipelago and only four are close to settle-

ments with regular air connections. Those on the mainland are

frequently close to settlements but there are several exceptions.

(ii) Many points of landing offer little more in the way of eye

appeal t“han a cai rn marker, cache, or perhaps a grave. 12evelop-

ment of such sites would require expensive theme exhibits that

cannot be justified on the basis of current tourist visitation.

(iii) Most of the records in the form of original charts, maps

and journals are deposited in museums and archives outside the

Territories. This seriously hampers the development of ~heme

exhibits within the Northwest Territories.

(iV) The problem of the pillage of the artifacts of sites is a

problem of major importance that is referred to subsequently.

Development of the Exploration Theme for tourism and recreation

purposes could take two major forms.

(i) Theme exhibits could be placed in museums in central

locations. Possibly an exhibit at airports or at points noted

would be effective.

- Arctic Exploration - Frobisher or Resolute theme

exhibits at a central museum in a government administration

. .
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building or airport.

- Mainland Exploration - Theme exhibit in Yel lowknife

museum.

Any theme exhibit should be supported by literature available

for distribution to the tourist. Mimeographed material is satis-

factory. The object is to produce informative text at minimum

cost that cannot be obtained elsewhere. In effect, the distributive

material has both souvenir and informative qualities.

(ii) Mimeographed material produced at modest cost could be

prepared for specific sites or developed to support a historic

tour as the need arises.

(b) The Fur Trade Theme

Mr. Young confines his commentary essentially to activity in

the Mackenzie Val Icy. He notes that there were no Hudson Bay Posts

north of the 60th Parallel of Latitude until 1919. He also makes the

following points of significance for tourism and recreation.

(i) The theme and its associated sites contain the most potential

for development. There is sufficient depth to compensate for any

lack of variety and a vital link with the economic and social history

of the Northwest Territories is involved.

(ii) An energetic attempt to determine what remains of posts

shown on the map is requi red and represents a fi rst priority for

act ion. Possibly the results of the work of the Northwest Terri-

tories Historical Advisory Board will be helpful in this instance.

(iii) InAepth research should be undertaken on each site with

archaeological investigations being essential.

Before any meaningful suggestions can be made in relation to the

objectives of llOverviewll  the following steps are essential.

(i) Completion of the Fur Trade Theme Paper to cover the

whole of the Northwest Territories;

(ii) On site inspection of remains;

(iii) Selection of one or two key sites for development;



‘il.

(iv) lndepth research on the sites with archaeological

investigations;

(v) Preparation of site development plans;

(vi) Site development.

On the basis of research completed to date it would appear that

some of the best development prospects are to be found in the Slave

Delta in the general vicinity of Fort Resolution. Five posts and

forts were established here from the time of the Independent traders

through to the Hudson Bay Company and the modern era. There is

considerable breadth and depth stretching over an 85-year period

for fur trading in this area. In fact; the whole fur trade story of the

Mackenzie drainage system could be exploited from here. Archaeologi-

cal research would probably add depth and interest to the whole story.

At the moment this general area is off the main tourist route but

there is road access to Fort Resolution. If a National Park were

developed on the East Arm of Great Slave Lake and the main road

access were to” run north and east from Fort Smith, this historic

area could be developed and operated as an outlier of the afore-

mentioned National Park.

(c) The Mission Theme

Mr. Young notes the following points with respect to this chapter

in the history of the Territories.

(i) The theme and its associated sites and objects oc~upy

an important place in Territorial history. The influence of

the missionaries upon social patterns was enormous.

(ii) The National Historic Site Board has a policy not to

commemorate operating churches that wi I I Iikel y be cent inued

in the Northwest Territories. Development of historic operating

churches in a development program wi 11, therefore, depend

largely upon the churches themselves.

(iii) Abandoned structures should be suitably protected and

marked.
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5. Future Procedures

[t is abundantly clear

the tourist and recreation

Territories is incomplete.

. ..., ,,, . . . . . . .

. ....

,,
. . . . .

from preceding comment that the analysis of

development potentials of the Northwest

It is impossible on the basis of present work

to prepare a recro-tourist use capability classification or to suggest a

real I y meaningful development program of a comprehensive nature. The

map and its supporting text simply reveals concentrations of historicity

that are suggestive of development potential insofar as can be determined

by completed research. Individual potentials at particular points are

shown on the map. Those situated close to settlements might be useful I y

exploited in the development of a total package of tourist attractions for

such cent res. Nothing more can be achieved at this point with the avail-

able information base.

The multiplicity of problems and procedures that lay ahead can be

grouped under these general categories, namely, research, preservation

and development. These are reviewed in summary fashion fol Iowiiag

initial comment with respect to the problem of administration.

The major justification for government interest in and public ex-

penditure upon historical resources is to be found in the contribution

that they make to the development of Canadian identity, unity and

nationhood. Benefits accruing to tourism and leisure time activity are

a secondary consideration. Fortunately, their exploitation is frequently

compatible with primary government interests. ●

Throughout Canada, the primary or fundamental government adminis-

trative organization for historic research, preservation and development

lies outside tourist bureaus and agencies and this holds true in the North-

west Territories. Within territorial administration the primary impetus

for achievement in this field rests with the Northwest Territories

Historical Advisory Board and in the future, to a considerable extent,

with the staff of any new territorial museum. At the federal level re-

sponsibility rests with the National Historic Sites Service. Presumably

the bulk of the initiative for co-operation and co-ordination and the main

exhortation for action wi I I depend upon the efforts of the aforementioned

federal and territorial groups.

%!
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In this situation, TravelArctic with its fundamental focus upon

tourist and outdoor recreation and its interest in historic resources as”

an input to the attainment of policy and program objectives in these fields

occupies a peculiar position. Essentially its role is one of alerting the

historic agencies to tourist and recreation benefits to be deriveu from

various courses of action and exhorting them to take the steps requi  red

for the attainment of these opportunities.

The urgent requirements of ‘) Overviewll and the particular set of

administrative arrangements for historic site administration in the

Territories forced TravelArctic to assume a research role that it

may not repeat in the future. The direct contacting of work for historic

research is a case in point. In the years ahead its operations in the

research area will conceivably be of a less direct nature.

The problem of site and resource preservation and maintenance may

however open up an area of new responsibilities for the department of

Industry and Development that could be placed within the Travel Arctic.

administration. T-he department has a substantial field staff throughout

the Northwest’ Territories including regional tourist offices that could

assume responsibilities for this work. The historic agencies do not

have simi Iar manpower resources. In effect, the department could be

drawn into the historic field purely on the basis of administrative

practicality.
●

Serious consideration should be given to placing the whole of the

territorial historic site and museum administration clearly under the

Department of Industry and Development. In this context Travel Arctic

would have a real opportunity to attain its objectives.

The greatest single problem of the moment confronting the Terri-

tories in relation to its historic resources from both the cultural heritage

and the tourist development points of view is unquestionably the attain-

ment of a reasonable federal government commitment to the Territories.

The Territories simply do not possess the funds or technical expertise

required for the tasks that lie ahead. Secondly, an effective mechanism
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for co-operative and co-ordinated action by federal and territorial

agencies on a sustained basis must be evolved. These requirements

can only be met through the development of a master plan for action

agreed upon by both levels of government.

From the standpoint of the needs of T ravel Arctic the following

strategy for future action in relation to research, preservation and

development seems appropriate.

(a) Research Strategy

(i) Completion of Theme Papers

A substantial number of background papers that identify

and summarize the essential historical elements and patterns

associated with the themes, sub-themes, phases and topics

in a manner of use for tourist and recreation planning remain

to be completed. Responsibilities for the execution of this

research should rest with historic research agencies and in

some cases government administrations, such as the Geolog-

ical Survey of Canada. The responsibility of Travel Arctic

should be limited to the preparation of well supported requests

to the appropriated agencies for the completion of the studies

required, the provision of modest financial assistance of such

proves necessary and above al I the clear expression of the

type of results needed. Possibly the needs of Travel $rctic

can be best presented to outside agencies by the Northwest

Territories Historical Advisory Board.

It is clear that the Research Division of the National

Historic Sites Service must play a key role in this research

effort, completing much of the work and co-ordinating the inputs

of other federal agencies. The aforementioned role of Travel-

Arctic is based upon the premise that there will be an historic

sites administration in the Territories capable of servicing the

needs of T ravel Arctic. If such is not the case, then the role

of Travel Arctic must be more broad and dynamic.

... .
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lt is important to note that this work cannot be accomplished

overnight. One is tempted to state that the more significant =

themes should be tackled first and there is an element of truth

in such a recommendat ion. On the other hand, progress will

be dictated to a large extent by the availability of information

and informed persons and agencies ready and wi I Iing to con–

tribute. The latter aspect wi II probably dictate the course of

research to a considerable extent.

(ii) The Identification and Mapp inq of Sites Related to Themes

Data inputs wi I I come from those preparing theme papers

and the results of the Historic Resources Survey launched by

the Northwest Territories Historical Advisory Board.

(iii) The Evaluation of Thematic Research and Site Mapping
in Relation to Tourism and Recreation

This work, which should be executed by Travel Arctic,

would represent an evaluation solely on the basis of document-

ary evidence. Content rat ions of potential shou I d become ap-

parent and site significance emerge. The research will pro-

vide a guide to the identification of sites and areas requiring

field inspection and archaeological research noted subsequently.

There should be material available for the preparation of book-

lets for distribution to tourists and guidelines for the modest

development of some sites in strategic locations. Finally,

there should be a factual foundation for the assignment of

federal and territorial responsibilities for preservation and

development.

(iv) The Evaluation of Site Quality

This will involve field inspection, a task that could be

readily effected by the various field offices of the Department

of Industry and Development.

Archaeological investigations conducted by federal

agencies will probably be involved in many cases, particularly

where development is desired.
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(b) Site and Object Preservation

The preservation of sites and the retention of the historic objects

of the Northwest Territories is clearly the most pressing administrative

problem of the moment. With increased economic activity in the north

particularly in mineral exploration, and to some extent tourist influx,

the protection of buildings and objects is a major concern. The cost of

an adequate program of protection is clearly beyond the financial

capacity of the territorial government. As a minimum the federal

government must assume responsibility for those things considered to

be of national importance. This is simply part of the public costs of

northern development. The mere enactment of general legislation and

regulat  ions wi I I not suffice. Crucial site designation and enforcement

of regulations are necessary. Probably the CO I Iection of key objects

at cent ral points for later use in development projects wi I I be necessary.

The field staff of the Department of Industry and Development prob-

ably could be effectively integrated into a program for site and object

preservation.

(c) Site Development

The current limited tourist and recreation activity volumes and

future expectations clearly indicate that the extensive development

costs, that assuredly wi II be involved, cannot be balanced by economic

benefits. In brief, the latent potentials of the historic resoug’ces can-

not be marketed in sufficient quantities to yield dollar benefits commen-

surate with development and operating costs. Benefits however, must

be considered in broader terms than tourism and recreation for, as

stated previously, a significant portion of the cultural heritage is at

stake.

The best development opportunities in a cost benefit evaluation

related to tourism are in the larger communities and nodal communication

points. In many cases, museum development with Thematic displays

seems the logical course of action to adopt. In other cases markers,

monuments and site displays, involving modest capital and operating

budgets, seem feasible.
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In accordance with stipulated policy statements of the National

Historic Sites Service many of the historic resources of the

Territories could be designated as being of national significance.

Such sites form part of the national heritage and hence their pre-

servation and development is clearly a federal responsibility. In

effect, the Territories should not and must not attempt to handle

everything. It is equally obvious, however, that there are sites

of mainly territorial significance. The development of these cou Id

be handled by the territorial government.

****

. .


