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INTRODUCTION

In Part | of the report, the paper prepared by the National Historic
Sites Service under contract with Travel Arctic is presented in ful 1.
This work also includes a Site Index Card File in the possession of the

territorial government.

Part Il represents a brief summary of the research of the Northwest
Territories Historical Advisory Board. The Historic Resources Survey
of the group is reviewed and one set of quest ionnai res received at the

time of writing is evaluated.

Part Ill entitled "Summary Comments'' contains a brief discussion
of the nature and significance of Thematic Concepts. The present

state of research and future requirements are reviewed.

A map showing exploration routes and the location of important sites
and buildings identified in the paper prepared by the Historic Site Service

is included in the pocket of the report.



A PROSPECTUS oF HI STORIC SI TES IN THE

NOHTHWEST TERRITOAIES

A Report prepared for the Government
of the Northwest Territories throurh
the National Historic Sites Service

by: Richard J. foung
Hi storical Researcher
National H storic Sites Service

date: Wovemver 5, 1970
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PHEFACE

The followins reoort is based on research done in the
wational uibrary of Canada, Library of the public Archives
of Canada, and tne Departnental Library 0?" the Departnent
of Indian Affairs and Northern Devel opnent. The work was
undertaken at the request of the Covernment of the dNorth-
west Territories, and filed with the National H storic 3Sites

Servi ce on Jovember 6th, 1370.

The reoort is an effort to present a prospectus of
historic sites in the Jorthwest lerritories. vost of the
sites sugsested herewith may not be of national historical
significance, bat only of 1ocal inportance to the history o*

the dorthwest Territories.

The history of the Northwest Territories has been divided
into what the researcher considers to ne itS four major
themes - exploration, fartrade, M SsSionary activity, and
industrialization. A list of possible sites is presenter
for each of these themes. 3hort essays precede each 1list
in an attenpt to interpret the history in terns of historic
sites. [he sites which have been sawcested in this study
are oirely historical, and farther research and on-site
investiwation is certainly necessary before action is taken
on any of them.

Bichard 1. {ouns
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EX¢ LO HAT ION

I'ne nistory of ' the exploration of Canada north of sixty
derrees latitude is a history unigue not only to sorth Anerica,
bat t0 the worl d. Exceot for Hussian 3iberia, which has soze
parallels to the Canadi an experience, never nas S0 vast an
area of the earth’s surface consistently proved sach an enisrma
to gseographers, exolorers, scientists, and t’ne public at larre,
'ne reasons for this fascination with the Xorth are manifold,
and can only be understood throuvsh a thorouesh aguaintance witn
its history. The notivations behind the long history of ex-
loring expeditions ranzed from sancuine hovoes of econom c
exploitation, to disinterested eeocraphical and scientific
investigation, to fanatical personal drives after fame and
fortune. [he najor obstacles t0o be overcone in the North were
reosraphical and climatic. zat the explorers were inpeded
not so much by these problems as by their own preconceived
I deas aboit the nature of the problems. Tthe lon: nistory of
exoioration i S lareely explained by the inability of the ad-
venturers to adequately adapt to Arctic conditions. Three
hundred and fifty years elaosed between the first attempt at &
Jorthwest Passage and its consuammation - three and a half cent-
wries of traeedy, romance, adventure, and a sfood deal oOf stus-

13

tdity. «dot until 3tefansson did civilization” necome "savacs®
enongh to intelligently adaot to the demands of the Worth. Tre
irony of this i s that vy 3tefansson's tine, rourhly the end or
the First .orld 4ar, exploration was at an end, and the modern

era of the history of the sJorthwest Territories was becinnine,
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The exploration thene forms an ubiquitous backdrop to
all other aspects of the history of the Northwest ‘Territories.
For a brief but critical period exploration was a function of,
and dependent on, the fur trade. The considerable part of it
was, however, a history unto itself. A strong tradition deve-
| oped which was self-serving and 1ittle concerned with any-
thing other than that which was still  ‘unknown’ . This is,

of course, the explorer®mi ssion: the ' nmystery * his raison

d'étre. It is this four hundred year process of the accumul-
ation of know edge about the North, principally the exact de-
lineation of its geography, which the exploration thene has to
illustrate - the men, the distinctions between their notivations,
and the variety of their nmethods. Any programor historic

sites in the Northwest Territories has to recognize this thene
as the most attractive in its history, but, at the sane time,

the | east tangible.

The history of the exploration of the Yorthwest Territories
can be roughly divided into four periods. 7Tne first of these
woul d be t’'ne spectacul ar and daring penetration into the Arctic
by the Elizabethan navigators of the late sixteenth and early
seventeenth centuries in their search for the Northwest Passazz.
The two hundred year period foll ow ng Baffin's voyaze of 1616
is included in this first period, but is characterized by |ess
important and |ess successful ventures. ‘The second period com
prises the era of the rapid and inspiring expansion of the fur

traders of Montreal into the Athabaska country and finally down

the ‘ackenzie valley. The third period, 1818-1860, saw a meth-
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odical attack on the Canadian Arctic by the British Admralty,

culmnating in the Franklin disaster and the subsequent and

massive search for him  The period fromthe end of the search

for Franklin and his crews until 1917 Is characterized by the
dem se of British supremacy in the North, a burgeoninz Anerican
activity, <che denonstration of Norwegian finesse in exploration
and finally the belated Canadian effort to establish a presence
in the North. =2ach period had a distinctive flavour of its

OWn; within each era, however, the type of men involved, the
motivation behind their efforts, and the nethods they enpl oyed

were fairly similiar. |t js inportant to understand these

different eras in order to exercise an enlightened judgnent

t owards achjeving a reasonabl e bal ance in the selection of hist-

oric sites.

Vilhjalmur Stefansson, in nis book The Friendly Arctic,

(describing his five years living in the Arctic as leader of

t he Canadian Arctic Expedition 1912-1917) has divi ded the
history of exploration into four stages. The terns of those
divisions are the explorers attitudes towsrd the north and
their reactions to it. He says “ In the first period of polar
exploration, nen were universally in such fear of the North that
they only made furtive incursions into it by ship in sunmmer,
returning south befor the autum if thney could . . ..The hardy
navisator /fof the second stage/ penetrated as far north as

m ght be by ship and then, figuratively speaking, dug hinmself

in and waited for the winter to pass, .,qin, out of his hiber-



‘nation in the spring. . . . The | eader amon« these /[ of the third
stage/ was Peary, who saw that cold should not be avoided but
courted, and that the nost successful journeys could be nmade in
t he mﬁnter.”(l) The fourth stage was, of course, Stefansson's
OWn a=thod of living off the Arctic, winter or summer, quite
heal thy and confortable by adapting Eskino nethods to the white
man’s desire and technology. He admrably proved his point.
However, the irony is obvious - Stefansson was the last sreat
Arctic explorer. Although his success belies all the ot her

met hods of hnis predecessors’ explorations, his nethod to0 be-
came archaic in the face of the technol ogical revolution of the
twentieth century. Hs analysis of the attitudes of the earlier

explorers toward the Arctic, and their activities in relation

to those attitudes, goes far in explaining the nature of the
sites we are dealins With - nmere landing spots for the earlier
explorers; ships’ wintering sites in the nineteenth century;

and the preponderance of artifacts fromthe cunbersonme Admiralcy

expeditions.

In the first period of exploration, from the tinme of
“robisher(1576) to the first voyase Of Zir John Ross(1818), thn=
activation and methrod of the navigators was wather sinple.
fhe shi ps would | eave Enazland in the eariy spring for the arctic,
attenpt their pre-arranged plans for searching for the North-
west Passage, and, in the face of the onsiaugzht of the northern
winter, either retreat to England or winter in southern Hudson
Bay. The notives behind t’' hese eariy voyages were olmost eX-

clusively commercial- the search for the Nortiawest Passage as




(5)

a shorter route to the lucrative trade of the Crient. Explora-
tion, in the strictest sense, was secondary. sost i nportant
was the discovery of an ice-free waterway to the Far-Ezst, and
so |land nasses became obstacles to be sailed around and avoi ded.
Prominent headl ands were naned after the sponsors of the

venture but were regarded only as possible signposts to the
achiwvment of what might prove to be the watery highway to the
Pacific. The cartographers were kept busy, but the warm summe»
months of ice-free navigation were short, and tine becane of the
essence. Seldcn did the adventurers have the tine or the inter-
est in those initial voyages to venture beyond the confines of
their ships to step on shore and investigate and explore the

| and masses. Historic sites for this early period become, then,
werely an inportant headl and naned by the explorer, or a portion
of land where he =might ‘nave briefly stepped ashore. There are

c w0 cather notable exceptions to the activities and character-
istics of this period - i.e, - the second and third voyages or
fartin Ffrobisher, who was keenly interested in what the leand
around Frobisher Bay contained;, and the voyazz Of James Knicht,

the first but unsuccessrul and trasic Arctic wintering.

This initial period of exploration cametc an end with
Cook’ s denonstration that no |owlatitude Horthuest Passage
could possivly eXist, and a reneral acceptance of the fact
that I f a more northerly route did exist, it was not commerciall.
feasible. The interests of the comercial classes therefore
ended, and with them, an era in the exploration of the Canadian

Arctic.
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Commercial interests were benind the second stase Of
exploration in the Northwest lerritories, ‘out with different
obj ectives and much nobre success. The renmarkable enerrsy of the
i ndependent fur traders of “ontreal and the Intrepidity of
their voya:.eur enployees in the expansion of the fur trade into
the northwest, to the Pacific and Arctic Oceans, is one of the
epi cs of Canadian history. Their new network of fur tradines
posts, neatly outflanking the letharsic Hudson's Bay Company,
laid the econom ¢ and reographic esroindwork of the future
Canadi an nation. The intrinsic nature of the fur trade, ard,
more especially, conpetition in the fur trade, demanded expan-
sion. #for present purposes the culmination of that expansion
was Al exander rackenzie's voyage down the river which is now
named after him, and the establishnent of the fur trad :rs nor. -

of the sixtieth parallel. i he Hudson's Bay Company had. spon-

sored samuel Hearne's renarkable journey of exploration in 17¢c-
1772, but contributed nothing further until the ypreat explor-
ations Of Simpson and Rae in the middle of the nineteenth cen.
tury. Apain, except for Hearne's itirerary, these exploratic: -
by the rur traders were conducted on the waterways, and alcho

t he small rivers and lakes of the Indian courtry were the

source of tne riches of that trade, the hishways were the ma-» -
wat erways, and the fur trade POStS, merely coliection points

alone the way,

The third phase of exploration of the .iorthwest Territori-c
uas g massive and methcdical exerci se ander the auspices OF thi-
British Admiralty. The neriod began with 3ir John Ross's fir: .

voyave in 1218, climaxed W th the franwiin disast ér, and end< .
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with “cClintock's voyagse Of 1857-1859 which established the
fate of Franklin and his crews in the Erebus and ‘Terror. phig
period saw the devel opment of the British Naval tradition of
Arctic exploration. |ts characteristics have been defined in

a large mass of publications popularized vy the explorers them-
selves. Large ships, two or nore at a time, would lesave Englana
in the early spring, fully provisioned for two or three years,
“orc.nx  theilr sJay as rar acorth and west aés ice conditions would
2llow before W ntering, confident that tne bresk-up Of theice
in the followine spring woul d nean the fulfillment cf their
roals - 1.e. Mj Or geographical di scoveries ard perhaps the

di scovery of a Northwest Passage. The spring, before the bpreak-
o of the ice, wonld ree =xplorations undertaken on the lc.ad
£asses surroundi ng the W ntering harbour. These expl orations
sere enormous efforts of man-hauling sledges, carts, and some-
times boats. ‘The stubbora defiance or the worst of j.retie cCii-
litions had, by the end or the period, gradually contributed t,
t he geogravnical delineation of npst of the Cansdiszn ‘,.-._mig
irchlpelar 6 arnd Yie chartinz of the entire nortrherncoastlizn:
of wvorth America. Scientific investigations, acr the time clasz=

under the general heading of Natural Eistory, were carried out

[

71th zuch success - the Geographical Society beiaz one of th

3ol arctic expedl ¢ iorna.

€]

.0zt enthusiszstic cupport

sesides beina the most prolific ( in terms of toth litersw
»ablizations and :zeographical discovery) vericd, and hence of
the greatesiinterest and possibility in terms of historic sltecg,

tre uonumental effort of the 2ritish, the sneer iass of thelr
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cunbersone operations, resulted in the scattering of numerous
historical artifacts all over the Arctic. A cart here, a

shi pweck there, and innunerable cairns built for innumcrsble
reasons, are the naterial evidence of this great period of
expl orati on. Some of the artifacts still survive, others have
been collected and distributed to variouas museums throughout

the world, and many have di sappeared forever

This era of exploration also witnessed the tveginnings of ti:
~sreat tradition of Arctic literature. dost, 4if not all, of the
expl orers published accounts of their experiences in teauti-
fully bound, veautifully illustrated, expensive books. These
contributed a ~.rest deal to the knowledse about the Arctic, or,
4r Least, avaut the critisn in the Arctic. many zre d4ull and
ponpous, but many neke good reading, and all =zre indispensable

for studying the subject. ‘The buooks pers

h

ctlyrerlectthe
spirit of the age, and the spirit of the explorers wnich wa S

carefully cultivated

The fourtia and lest period of golar exploration,wnich

2nded with Stsifansson's historic expedition, 1s the most
difficult to define. The reasons Tor this are varizd. In
the Tirst place, after the end of the Frankliin cearch, 1ittle
territory in tne Arctic was left to explore. Indesed, in the
nassive search undertaken for the missineg frankiin sxpedition
vich redundancy was experienced, but was justified becauss of
e nature or the‘endeavour. Three diffzsrent HNorthwesi Pass-

ages nad been discovered, and two actuzally traverszzd cn Toot.
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’he heavy expenditures of the Admralty towards the solution

of the franklin nystery were not wont to be repeated, even in
the interests of national prestige. The British, for all in-
tents and purposes, had lost interest in the Canadian Arctic.
Consequently only one nore major British expedition was under-
taken - that of Nares' attenpt on the Pole in 1875-1876.
CGovernnental interest |anguished, but expeditions to the Worth
414 NOt cease. The whol e tenour of the buisness chanred in the
last half of the nineteenth century. ‘The era was a menagerie
of men, notives, and oObjectives - rangins from t' he esoteric o
the fatuous. The interest and inportance of the era lies in the

variety and versatility of interests in the North.

Ihe great era of the British work in the Arctic had gen-
erated a creat interest inthe korth in a diverse nuamber of pnzo-
ole and organizations. The | ast half of the nineteenth cent-
ary saw the influx of new blecod into the Canadian north - the
scientists, bureaucrats,pablicity seekers, and a number of
eccentrics. Public interest certainiy did not die, and was
rost carefully cultivated in the “ »acs “ to the role. P eary
rontributed very little of scientific or gzeoaxrachical |nterest
in his dash to the Pole, but ne had a p-rest press. The static: .-
of the International Polar Year czontributea Vast smounts of
data to the scientific disciplines, but wre Of t00 esoteric
a nature to be of any rreat interest. The Canadi an #overn-
nent became actively involved in some exploration and a ereat

aeal of administration and scientific work. The historic

itineraries of Svedrup and Amundsen demonstrated Worwegian



expertise in the devel opnent and | nprovenent of the neans of
Arctic travel and, in the process, established a significant
Norwegi an claim to territory. The inportant point of the period
was the growing interest and the growing diversity of interests.

The historic sites should reflect this subtle change.

There are inmense difficulties in the devel opnment of an
expiration tneme i N any historic sites oroirau. The exslorey ;L
because of the very nature of their task, were transients, apng,
as a consequence, |eft very 1ittle in the form of historica
records in the Jorth. what is left in terns of actual person-
al nmonunents is either insubstantial, or, in the case of cai=r-
and artifacts strewn about the |andscape, rather sterile and
mute rem nders of fertile and eioquent sagas of human enduraice
idealism spirit, and, at times, ineptitude. The artifacts wh-
ich now lie in the Arctic were once the unwanted, ghe forsocoa:.
t he expendabl e portions of their equipnent and activities - e:-
ected i N the exigencies of a variety of circamstances. the
more tanpible records, the true historical artifacts, are not
that ‘which the adventurers left in the ilorth, but that which . -
orousnt back with cthem - the naps, drawings, records, diaries,
and the publiications of the Journals of thelr experiences wit:
the scientiric data. These orf course were determinad by the
activation behind the adventure. There were ysuaily -esults
for anyone Who took an interest in their work (except,perhap:
those who W shed to make a large prorit by it) - nraps for the
seographers, data for the esoteric interests of the scientists.

a prestiglous rescord for the serson or organization srimarily
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responsible for the trip, and a tale of adaveature and some-

times enlightenment for the public at large. And this was

preci sely the function of the explorer - the accunul ation of
know edge for his sponsors throush the dutiful adherence to

his instructions and the exercise of his judgment. The history

of explorations is only properly understood in the perspective
of the larger British, American, and Canadian social and ec-
onom c history, and the history of the British navy; the histcry
of cartography, and the beginnings of the history of the

Matural Sciences.

Any long-term approach to the exploration theme in the
Jorthwest Territories nmust nmake intellisent and |inmaginative
use of three elements - the individual historic sites; artifact.:n
remaining in the North; and the more difficult task of using
the records of the expeditions to illum nate the characteristi.
features of the different eras of exploration. This could
‘possi bly ‘oe accomplished through the establishnent orf a céntr;l

museum Of archives of exploration.

The major problemof nore inmediate inportance, that cf
Protection of existinz historic sites, must nrecede any plans
for long rance development.  The srodisicus industiinl aad
popul ati on gzrowth of the Northwest Territories ia the past
few decades has created this urgency. A 1968 report from the
Clen%ow-Alberta institute will serve to illustrate this prob-
lem.( ) A cart especially designed by Leopold *eClintoek and

used by him briefly in 1853 was discarded by the exzplorer
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on Melville Island after it proved too neavy t0o be dragged thr-
ough the soft spring ground. The cart had remained untouched ‘-
and, except for three scientific parties,unseen for over one
hundred years. Now the oil conpanies aredrilling on Melville

| st and, and pilfering of the arcticies left on the cart,and
sone artifacts fromthe cache at Dealy Island has begun. Tpere
are laws to protect sites of historical interest in the North
but they remain | argely anenforceable. The author of this
particular report came to the conclusion that the desecration
of historic sites in the Northwest Territories will proceed in
direct ratio to the spread of the oil conpanies’ activities.
Active measures . thorough research of sites and archeol ogi cal
on-site investigation- nust replace the unenforceabl e laws

which NOW inadequately protect inportant historical sites.

what follows 1s a list of sites which should be consi dered
in the devel opnent of the exploration theme in the history
of the Canadian North.  The list is not exhaustive. An astemp:
has been nade to achieve a sort ofbalance in representation of
the different eras of exploration . inportant arid characteristic
men and expeditions within each period previously outlined.
There are a nunber of possible sites which are not included
because they are not as inportant and woul d invclve needl ess
repetition Of @ basic theme. The innumerable cairns built by
t he explorers have been for the nost part avoided in the fear
that too exhaustive a listing would forestall action on the
ma jor ONES. |t shoul d be re-iterated here that each site
listed here needs futher extensive individual research, znd on-

the- spot investigation before proper judement can be exersisec



concerning its potentials for devel opnent.

Foot not es:

1. Stefansson, V. The Friendly Arctic , New York, 1921, Pp- 1-6

2. Lempsey, Hugh A. , dc Clintock Cart Site, .lenbow-Alberta
Institute, Calgary, 1968
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Exploration Sites

Princess of warwick Island , Frobisher Bay

The first docunented European of nodern times to have
di scovered and |anded on an area which is now part of the
Northwest Territories was iMartin Frobisher. wgig first
voyage in 1576 was financed by the Muscovy Conpany and was
an attenpt to find the Northwest Passase. pu35 second voy--
age a year |ater was supported by Queen Elizabeth, and was
an attenpt to mne what was purported to be gzold on the
shores of Frobisher Bay. His third expedition to Frobisher
Bay in 1578 consi sted of fifteen ships which carried nen
and materials to establish a settlenent and mine the *qo0ld’.
These sanguine efforts were dashed when a nunber of his
ships were lost in a stormat the nouth of Frobisher Bay -
one of them containing the naterials for the establishment
of the mining town. However, a small house was built on
Princess of warwick |Island before the fleet returned hone,
although NO mners were ieft there, and the ore later proven
to be worthless iron pyrites. chnaries Francis Hall, another
form dabl e Arctic explorer, found the remains of’ the snal
“house and several artifacts from the rrobisher party durinz
nis explorations on Baffin Island in 1862.
Sources _ a, ) Hakluyt, Richard Ths Princinal dNavications,

1
Voyases, Trarffiques and DI SCOVErl €S Of  thnefngiis:
NatTon, edrtron of 1927, 7.4, Dent, Vol. VII

b.) Stefansson, V. The Three vVovares of “artin
Frobisher, London, 1938

c.) Hall, Charles F. Arctic Researches and Life ann-
the Esqulnaux, London,” 1 5
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Cane Chidley - Northeastern Tip of Labrador Peninsul a

To comenorate the three inportant voyages of John Davis
in 1585, 1586, and 1587. Davis sighted and naned Cape Chidley
bef ore returnine honme to England at the end of his third
voyage. He discovered Davis Strait and the entrance to
Hudson Strait. Davis, |ike nost of the adventurers who
sailed to the Canadian Arctic before the nineteenth century,
was sent out vy commercial concerns to search for a shorter
route to the Orient through the fabled Northwest Passaze.
Although none of these early explorers found the sought-
for Passage, their cunulative effort did nmuch to clarify
t he apocryphal geographical ideas of the day.

Sources a. ) Hakluyt, Richard The Principal Navisrations... o°
the English jNation, 1927 edition, J. ¥.Dent, Vol VI

b. ) Markham, Clements The Vovages znd Yorks Of Jonn
Davi s, Hakluyt Society, London, 1878

Cape Digzes - Digazes Island In Northeastern Hudson Bay

To comnemorate the historic but g¢ragic vovage of Eernrw

Hudson in 1610-1611. Hudson on thls voyage discovercd and
sai |l ed into Hudsor Strait and Hudson Bay, The crew mutineed
in the spring of 1611 and set Hudson, his son, and a number
of other crew nenbers adrift in an open boat near Charlton
[ sl and. Hudscr had | anded and ramsd Cane Sivses on th2 dra
of August 1610 and it was here that he hoped to shoot rest
meat for his scurvy stricken crewon the return voyage. It
was here, also, that five of the mutineers iaft the boat to

secure fresh rfoed on the return voyaze and were killed by

gskimos O the 29th July 1611. The rest of the crew were
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exonerated of’ the crime on their successful return co
Engl and. This Cape was the stopping point for many of the
early voyares into Hudson Bay.

Sources a. ) Asher, G. 4. Henry Hudson, the Navigator,
Hakluyt Society, London, 1860

Hopes Checked- West Coast of ‘Hudson Bay 60° 40°

To commenorate the inportant voyage of Sir Thonmas Button
in the years 1612-1613. Button had been a member of iudson’:
crew and was convinced that Hudson Bay was the beginning of
t he Northwest Passage. de was severely dissappointed when
he made a |landfall on the west coast of the Bay, and aptly
named the spot Hopes Checked. Button reputedly reached
65° i n Roe's Welcome Sound in the sumzer of 1613 and, in
the course of his two year voyage, discovered and napped
nost of the west coast of Hudson Bay, paralleline Hudson$s
activity a year earlier om the east ccast.

Sources a. ) Rundail, T Narratives of Voyacestowardsthe
Northwest 1496- 16371, Hakluyt Society, London, .1849

b.) Foxe, Luke #orth-West Foxe, London, 1635. and
Hakluyt ZSociety edition, -London, 1894

Coburx Isiland - entrance tc Jones Scund

o commenobrate the exciting and historic voyage of
s»illiam Bafiin whno made a landing in the wvicianity >n the
10th July, 1616. Baffin's description Of the landing is
not precise enousgn to determne exactly where it took place.,
but it certszinly Was in the vicinity of the entrance to
Jones 3Sound. A conbination of’ gocd ice conditions ané

out standi ng ravigation abilities enabled Raffin to sail uo
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t he west coast of Greenland to discover Saith,Jones, and
Lancaster Sounds- a feat not duplicated for over two
hundred years. Baffin's findings were questioned and
eventually dismssed by the geographers; but when John
Ross found Baffin's work to be exact, he was recognized

as the greatest navigator of that early period.

Sources a ) Hakluyt, Richard The Principal Navigations.

of the English dation, 1927 edition, .J.#.Dent,
London, Vol

b. ) farkham, Clements The Voyases of William Baffin
Hakluyt Society, London, 1881.

varble | sland - west coast of Hudson Bay

To commenorate the voyage and deaths of James Knight
and kis crew in the years 1719-1721. Knight was a retired
servant of the Hudson Bay Conpany and set sail with five
ships to search for the Northwest »2assage and the tabled
nountain of goid on the Coppermine River. Knight and his
men Wi ntered here when their ships were destroyed by the ice.
This was the first, wvut unfortunateiy tragic wintsring by
any party north of sixty degrees |atitude. The fate of tnc
expedition renmained a nystery until Zearne | earned sone
details of the tradjedy from ESki nDS of the area in 1769.
Remai ns of a small house built by the NMEn were apparently

uncovered by researchers tnis past sunmer.

Sources a.) Williams, Glyndwyr The B3ritisn 3Jearch for the

Northwest Passage in the Eivnteenth Century. Londor.,

1962,
b.) Hearne, <zmuael A Journey from Prince of Vales
fort in Hudson Zav to the lorthern Oczean... in the

{ears 1769,1770.1771.,and1772 , London, 1795
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Nort hwestern Tip of Sout hanpton Island

To comenorate the expedition of Captain “iddleton in
1741-42. This was the first voyage to the Canadi an Nurth
sponsored by the Brithish Admiralty and was intended to
search for a Norhtwest Passage in the northwest corner of
Hudson Bay. The Admiralty woul d not again return to the
Canadi an Arctic until 1818. Middleton di scovered wager Bay,
Repul se Bay, Frozen Strait, and proved the insularity of
Sout hanmpt on | sl and. fore important perhaps was the fact
that this wasthe first voyage of a series undertaken in
the next twenty years,under a variety of auspices,to settle
a bitter dispute among the academ ¢ geographers in Europe
concerning the existence of a low |atitude Nortwest Passare.
The question was not conpletely settled until Cook's third
and last expedition to the Northwest coast of America in 1778.

Sources a.) #Middleton, Capt. C. A Vindication of the conducr, .

London, 1743

b. ) Williams, Glyndwyr The British Search for the
Nort hwest Passage in theé Eighteenth Centurv, ~onfon,lG4z

sloody Falls outh of the Coppermine R ver

To commenorate the remarkabl e journey of Sanuel Hearne
of the Hudson Bay Conmpany overland from Fort Churchill %o
t he Coppermine River and Arctic Ocean in the years 1769-1772.
tiearne Was the tirst Hudson Eay Company nMan to engage i N
exploration of the land nass of the Northwest Territories, and
|'i ke many of his successors, understood the nethod orf Indian
travel and adapted easily to it. This accounts for his
sreat success. with Hearne a greatly disturbed and ghocked

bystander, the Indians who had acted as his zuides slaushtered



[y

(19)

a settlenent of Eskinmps here at Bloody Falls. #earne was
the first white man to view the northern coastline of North
America;his success due mainly to his method of travel and

t he assistance of his great guide and friend, the Indian
Chi ef J‘atonabee. Exploration by the Hudson Bay Company in
the rar north | anguished until the 1830's.

Sources a,) Hearne, Sanuel A Journey From frince of Vales

Fort in Hudson' s Bay To the Northern Ccean. . . TN the

years 1/o9, 177U, 1771, and 1//2, London, 1795, and
Chanpl ain Soci ety edition with i ntrodution by J.B.

Tyrell, 1911

whale | sland - at the Mouth of the ilackenzie River

“To comenorate the furthest point reached vy Al exander
Jackenzie on 12th July 1789 on his exploration trip down the

river which now bears his nane. Mackenzie was di sappointed
that the river which he had discovered did not flow into the
Pacific, and dism ssed the inportance of the voyage. It

cul mnated, however, the great expansion of the Northwest
Company into the sdorth , and opened uc the river to the ;ur
traders of iiontrezl.

Sources a. ) ‘ackenzie, Al exander vovages from Montreal. . tn

the rrozen and PacificC Oceans inthe years 1789 ana
1793, New York, 1802.

b.) Stager, John k. Historical “ec:rachy of the
iacxenzie Valley 1760-1850, rh.L Thesis Jniversity
of Eaindurxgh, 19062

Cape 3yam #artin - South side of Lancaster Sound on Bylot Islr =

This was the westernnost extent of John &oss's first
voyare and a landing was nade here. Ross retraced almost
exactly Baffin's route and confirmed tne Tindinss of the

- rest Elizabethan navigator. ‘This vecyase narked the beginnir:
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of the very intense activity and interest cf the British
Navy in the Canadi an Arctic during the first half of the
nineteenth century.  Although Ross was much criticized on
his return to England In the autum of 1818 for not pro-
ceedi ng further west along Lancaster Sound, this first
voyage, and |ater expeditions proved him an inportant Arctic
expl orer.

Sources a. ) Ross, 3ir John Voyage Of Discoverv in g, ¥. Ship-
| sabel |l a and Al exander, London, 1313. '

Tl winter Harbour - Southcoast Of Xelville Islend

To commenorate the first and nost successful of Lieutenarn:
william Parryss arctic expeditions. it was in this harbour
that 2Parry and his crews wintered the ships secia and Griper
in the years 1819-1820. The nanes of the ships were carved

on a large sandstone rock at the entrance to the narbour.

This exoedition proved to be thne most briilicat of the navs:
voyages before the search for Franklin vegan thirty years

later. It was also tne first succes:tui w.ont

rina of & nzoron

44

ship in Cangdian Arctic wacters, setting the rnopes of findt-
a Northwest Passare svan nizher; and demorztrating that

Europeans could spend a winter in the Arctic in perfect hs

¢
o
pod
~
Bl

Aajor geoagraphical discoveries were made on tae Toyase,

n
&)
&

by the use o7 a sneciallv Adesi-nad 2Irt, garv of oaivitie
[sland was exploreas in tne spriag of 182). Ihis wintevrins
also saw tae publication or the first Arctic uewspaper- the

Jorth Georsia (azette, a practice which was usuaily followecd

on subsequent British voyases. Thus this voyage set the ton.

of much of the later English cxpediticns, cad clfectively
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began the great British tradition of Arctic explorations.
In 1852 vcClure | eft a note at the base of the sandstone
rock which was picked up by Kellett's crews and saved the
lives of iscClure and his nen, and also nade possible the
first conpletion of the Northwest Passare. Captain Rernier
spent a winter in Winter Harbour on his second expedition
for the Canadian Government in 1908-1909.
Scurces a. ) Parry, Sir Edward Journal of & Voyaco i
Di scovery of the N.W. Passare in 1£819-1£20, Londo:.
égfl'osborn, Sherard [he Discovery of the Northwecst
. bv Cavtain zovert FcClure, cdinburen, 1800

C. | dernier, J.E., Heport-on the Dominion Of Cancaa
Expedi ti on on board THe B.c. S. Arctic, Otfawa, 1910

Fort i?nter~rLse’ - North Bank of Snare River which fl ows cut
of Mnter Lake

Captain John Franklints wintering post in his first
| and expedition of 1819-1822. =Ze and his crew W ntered ner:
in 1820-1821, and part of the winter of 1821-1822. The
maj or geographi cal discoveries of this expedition were some.-
what wmitisated ©y the tragic deaths of ten of Franklin's z:in
through starvation and exhaustion on the march back from
the nouth of the Coppermine River in the autumn of 1821,
Only Captain zack's heroic efforts saved the remainder of
tre expedition. The wintering guerters consistea of one j¢:
building fifty feet long by twenty four wide for the officaxr:,
a log house thirty four feet by eirhteen Wide for the men,
and a log store house. The buildings rormed three sides or
a quadrangle.

ranklin, John Narrative of s .‘ourney to the
2s Oof the rPolar “ea 3in 1019-1522, London, 1825
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Fort Franklin - West end of Great Bear Lake at the source
of the Great Bear River

The site of the 1825-1826 winter quarters of Franklin's
second | and expedition. The post was built by John McLeod
of the Hudson Bay Conpany for Franklin in the sunmer of 1825
on the site of the ol der Northwest Conpany fur trade post.
Franklin°s second expedition proved nore successful than his
first and inportant discoveries were made by both Franklin ancd
Richardson. The explorers had | earned scme lessons fromthe
experiences of their first journey, and the rivalry between
t he Hudson$s Bay Conpany and the Northwest Conmpany whick had
seriously affected the food supply or the former expedition
was, of course, non-existent. The buil dings were similiar to
t hose obuilt for the previous expedition - officers’ auarters,
a house for the men, and a store house. A bl acksnith®shop
and neat storage shed were added, and the whole was encl osed
ny the stockading of the original post.

Sources a ) Franklin, John Narrative of a 3econd Expedition
to the Shores of fhe Polar Sea, London, 1828.7"

1iry Beach - East coast of Sonerset Isiand

To comenorate the second expedition of Commander John
20S5S. This expedition is inportant for three reasons - RO0SS
was the first explorer to reach the North Yagnetic Pole; it
was the first use of a steam powered vessel for exploration
in the Canadian Arctic; Ross and his nen spent a record-
t,~-caking and healthy four winters in the North, After spenii--
two winters in Felix Harbour, and another in Victory Harbour
(where the steam launch was abandoned), the ozrty made its

vay & few miles north to Fury Beach where the fourth W nter
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was spent. This beach was nanmed after Parryts snip Tary
whi ch was shi pwecked here in August of 1825, and whose
stores were providentially unloaded and cached ac that tine.
‘The stores enabled Ross and his crew to survive a fourth

W nter in the arctic and a small boat |eft by Parry the
means of eventual escape. A small house was built by the
crew for the final Wi nter of 1832-33.

Sources g,) Ross, John Narrative of a Second Voyaze in
Search of a Northyest Passage, London, 1835

b. ) Parry, Edward Journal of a Third Yovare in-
182%-1825 , London, 1826

)

Zor Beljance - Eastern extremty of Geat Sl ave Lake, in
MecLeod Bay, 62°461'29'' N: 109938'9rr y

The wintering post of Captain Back and his varty in
the years 1833-1834. It was from here that Back and his
men first explored the Great Fish(now iack) Biver as far as
Montreal Island in the Arctic sea. This was the last land
expedition supported by the Admralty until the search for
Franklin began in 1850. The conpletion of the exploration
of the northern coastline of Jorth Americz WAS to be d-one
by Hudson Bay Comnany men o connzctasd Thz surveys of the
three Admralty expeditions. Fort Reliance consisted of a
buildine fifty feet long by thirty wide with five roons and
a fireplace in each. An cbservatory was al SO built fcr th.
collection of scientific data.

Sources a. ) Back, Captain George Narrative of zan Arcric

Land Expedition to the ¥outh of the wreat Fish Zivi]
Londom, 1836
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16. ?ort Confidence - Three miles from the south of Dease's river,
in a strait forned by a larre ISl and with the
Nort hern shore of G eat Bear Lake.

Wintering guarters Of Thomas Sinpson and Peter varren
Dease of the Hudsonts Bay Conpany during their explorations
of 1837-1837. The party spent two successful winters here.
'he explorations of these two men were considerabl e. In a
two year period they had succeeded in tracins the Arctic
coastline of North America from Point Barrow in Alasks to
Castor and Pollux Bay on Boothia Peni nsul a. The dariving
force in the explorations was plainly Sinpson, and his ener:-
and enthusiasm seens almost unsurpassed in the history of
Arctic explorations. Like Hearne before nim, and Eae | ater,
Si npson was a man of considerabl e resourceful ness and en-
darance. He travelled more qui ckly, ilightly, and success-
fully than his Admralty counterparts. The ageins and leth-
arric Dease Wwas nore of a liability than an asset. The
establ i shnent was bailt by John Ritch of t-ne Hudson$s Zay
Company in the sunmmer of 1837 and conprised livinaz quarterc
and a storehouse. Fort Confidence was also aseda oy hichar’ -
son and Rae in their search for Franklin in the winter or
1848-49, and by Rae again in the winter of 1850-51. The
expl orer Dourlas ased the deteriorating baildinzs in his
explorations in 1311-1912.

Sources a.) Simpson, Thomas sarrative of Discoveries cn ..z
North Coast of America, London, 1543

b.) 3impson, Alexander The Life and Letters of
fhomas Simpson, London, 1845

c.) 21chardson, 3ir John Arctic Searchins Exoediticn,
condon, 1851

d.) Doaslas, :.". Lands Poriorn , New York, i9i4




17. Port Leovnold - [East coast of Somerset Isliarnd

wintering harbour of the first Admralty naval expedition
to search for Franklin.  This expedition was under the
command of Sir Janmes C ark Ross, and, although it was not
particularly successful, it did prove to be the training

groand of the future great sl edge explorers icClure and
AeClintock.

cources a.) laylor, Andrew Jeograshical Discovery and Y-

plorztion in the Gueen Zli.anstn i..l-ndc, OLi:aa,
Department of iines and Tecnical Surveys, 1995

b, ) Kirwan, L. ?. 4 HistorvorPclar HExrloratinnm,

London, 1959

18. Point Victory - Northwestern Tip of King %illiam Island

It was here-that thes only written rccoyd of -ne
| ast Franklin Expedition ‘was found by Lieutenant x, Hobson
In April of 1859. |t was fromthis point el even years
earlier that the survivine nmenbers of the :rraaklin EX-
pedition began their death-march toward thne Great Fish river,
and in the process, rforged the last link of tne $311}m35;
’assage with their lives.

3ources a. ) #eClintock, Captain Leopold Voyace of the sy
in the Arctic Seas. ... London, 1859

b.) Gibson, u, “Sir John Franklin‘s Last Voyags®,
The Beaver, June, 1937, pp. 4k-75

7ort Hope - 3epulse Bay, One hundred and tifty yards from +-
dNorth Pole River on the east side.

fomy
N ¥
£

John Raeis wintering quarters durinaz his expedition of

1846-L7, ‘The house was twenty feet lons by fourteen wide, 7

feet in height in front, sloping to 3% feet =zt ths back. =

[¢]
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nuaber of SNOW housesS with subterraicean passawes were also
built as storechouses and observatories. phis was Rae'
first exploring expedition, and one in which he antic.pated
by half acentury Stefansson's nmethod of “living off the land”.
Rae and nhis nmen carried very little fuel and food to the
winterins quarters with them and managed to |ive comfortably
and healthy during the rall and wi nter by depending solely

on their hunting abilities. This operatica velied the
massi ve expenditures of nen, nmoney, and equi pment which the
Admiralty was wedded t0. Rae wintered in the same area on
atsthird expedition of 1853-54, and from this basz round

the first evidence orf the rate of the Frarklin expedition.

The explorar Chariez Francis Hall, also in search of Frankli:
records, W ntered here on his second expedition of 188L-63.

bsources a.) iae, .fohn Varrative of an Exnediticn tc the
Shores of the Arctilc Sea, Londcn, 1350

b. ) Rae, John Rae's Arctic Corras-cadsnne. ed.
E.E. dich, Hudson's Bay Recora soclety, London, 1957
20, ducsell 2cint ~ Hortheastern tip c¢f Zanxs Isianad

It was ners oun the 27th October 1350 that Eobert ‘oClu-

2stablished & large cairn to aark the discovery of the first

gnown Northwest rfas:zage. ( Pranklin's Cying crew had actaalls
neen the first to discover a Nerthwest Passare) veClare o0

this expedition not only discoverad two Northrest Passagxes,
Sut actually traversed one on foot; in zdditieon, he disccver. -
and explored the =ntire coast of Banks Island and the

western coast of Victoria Island.

-ources - a.) Osborn, Captain Sherard The Tizcoverr of the
:OrthWwest 2asszare... oy Japtain Ac0bert ~sClvre
zdinburgn, 14356
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21. Cambridre 3ay - Couth east coast of Victoria Island

The winterine harbour (1852-1853) Of Collinson's
expedition in search of 3ir John Franklin in the years
1850-55. The remarkabl e fact about this voyare was the way
in which it was forestalled in all of its 'discoveries'.
Collinson had been a week | ater getting into Bering Strait
t han .icClure in 185C,and,because Of the ice conditions,had
decided to return to dong Cong tOo W nter. The fol |l owi ng
sprinz and summer he returned to sail up Prince of wales
Strait- only to discover that icClure had done the sane the
year before and had found a Northwest Passarze. He retreates
and sailed around Banks |sland ( unknowinely retraci ng ¥eClure’ s
steps) to within one hundred miles of where :cClure was
winterins at Mercy 3ay. Heturning soutih che Ffollowing sorin-,
Collinson manuevered hi S sShips throush Dolphin and dnion
Straits, through Coronation GQulf, and wintered in Cambridge
Bay - only to firnd that ZRae had thorousnly searched that
coastline two years earlier. Moreover, nis furtherest sled-e
trip had orousht nim unknowingly within cre nundrad =miles
of the scenz of t’'he Franklin trezedy. ilcwever, vne voyare
of his ship was a remarkable feat of navigation and the

expedition was tune longzest and heal thi est of the era.

Sources a.) Collinson, Sir Richard .Jourrali of H.M.:3.
Enterprize on the Exneditiocn iin Hozw~h 0 Sir

John Pranklin...1550-1855, London, 1589

AN dercy bBay - HNorthern Coast of Banks [sland
fcClure spent two winters here (1852-1254) where his

ship, the Investi.ator, was rrozen in and finally abandoned.
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It was fromhere that he sledred to ‘inter Harhour to leave
a note in a cairn at the base of Parry's sandstone rock
which eventually saved the life of him and his crews. and
enabled themto be the first to conplete the Northwest
Passare alive. Jembers Of the Kellett expedition found the
note on a sledee journey fromthe winterins quarters at

vealy Island. The Investisator's supplies were cached on the

shores of the Bay before the crew sledred to Dealy | sl and.

Sources a, ) Ozborn, Capftain Zherard T[he Liccovery of the
worthwest Passage...by Captain gobsrt cClure,
mdinbursh, 1856.

~eechey Island - Southwestern coast of Devon Island in
Barrow Strait

Probably the nost historic spot in the Canadi an Arctic
Archipelago Of Islands. First visited and named by Parry in
1819, Franklin wintered here in 1845-46 vefore di sappearing
into Victoria Strait. Captain Ommaney of the Austin exped-
ition found remains or the Franklin encanpnent in August of
1850. After that time 1t was visited by . 1mest cvery exper -
ition searching for Franklin, and later hecame alnost - ghons
that had to ve visited. A nunmber of p»laguzs have been erectzd
there since the middl e of the nineteenth century.
Sources a. ) Parry, tBdward Journ2l of Vo yas for

T2 n1 7

a0y
Liscovery of a Northwest -ascs
1821

ja

b.) Taylor, Andrew Georraphical Discovery and
Exploracion in the Cueen rilzabeth islands,
Ottawa, 1955

Dealr Island - south coast of Melville Island

Wntering quarters of Xellett expediticn iacearchof

PRt N
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Sir John Franklin in 1852-53. It was from this base that
the ¢reatest sledge journeys of the Franklin search were

ef f ect ed. In two years McClintock, ¥decham, Ham | ton, and
Nares had sledged a total of 15,399 mles, of which two

t housand were of newly discovered coastline. This was the
part of the last Admralty effort to find Franklin. From
this wintering spot the note of 4cClure's was found in
Wwinter harbour and the consequent saving of that expedition
from sharing the fate of Franklin. A large cairn was built
here, and a large house of stone with stores,in case of
Collir.sen's arrival.

Sources . 3 ) Mecuougall, 7. Voyawe Of the H.H.S. Resolute
London, 1857

b. ) Belcher, Sir Edward The Last of the Arctic
Voyagces. .., London, 1855

Floebere Beach - Cape Sheridan Northeastern tip of Ellesmere

| sl and

Wintering spot of the Alert or tne dare's expedition ic

attenpt to reach the North Pole in 1875-76. This was the

hizhest ship's wintering Of the century, and represented

the last major British effort inthe csnadian Arctic. Nare s
failed to reach tne North Pole, and the failure of that
expedi tion signalled the end of the era or the great traa-
itional approach to arctic exploration. EHereafter, aew

nmet hods and a new Sophistication would be brousht to tae
Arctic by a new breed of explorer. Pfeary winterea in the
Roosevelt at Cape Sheridan in 1905-06, and arain in 1908-07

when he succeeded in reaching the Pole.
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Sources a. ) Vares, Sir Geor ge '8rrative of a Voyare to the
Pol ar Sea during 1875- 76, London, 15783

b.) Peary, R.E. dearest the prole, ilew York, 1907

C. ) Reary, R E. The North Pole, New York, 1710

26- Fort Conecer - Discovery Bay in Lady Franklin Bay Northeast
coast of Ellesmere island

The wintering quarters of A,w. Greely's expedition for
the United States Polar Year Expedition 1881-1893, Two years
were spent here by Greely' s party making scientific observatisns
and engaging in some exploration. After inconpetent relief
expeditions had failed to re-supply the scientists, a retreat
began that is one of the sagas of northern exploration. (nly
seven nenbers of the expedition survived the ordeal. Greely' s
men had built- Fort Conger as a house 60 feet by 17 Wth dourie
wal | s bel ow Cairn Hill,which had been naned and marked by
crew menbers of the Discovery, the second ship of the iares
expedition. Peary used Creely's quarters in 1900-01 in his
first attenpt on the Pole

Jources a. ) Greely, A.W. Three vears cf Arctic Service,
New York, 1886

b.) Jdares, Zir Georpe HNarrative of a Yovare to T i
Polar 3Sea during 1875-76, London, 1878

c. ) Taylor, Andrew ceosraphical Di scovery and
Exploration in the Queen Elizabeth [slands, Otawa,
1955

L7, Port Burwell - Cape Chidley

Wintering quarters of the first Canadian scientific
expedition to Hudson Strait in 1884-85. Lieutenant A.X.

Gordon was conmander of the expedition, and Zobert Bell and
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.w. Dyrell were among the scientistS. This voyare marked
t he bezinning of the Canadi an government involvenent in

scientific research tn the Arctic.

Sources - Cordon, A. &, , Department of Fisheries Annual
deports 1884-1886 -
darbour F jord - South coast of Ellesmere |sland in Jones Sound

This Fjord was the second wintering quarters of Svedrupis
expedition of 1898-1902. He spent the winter or 1899-. )00
I n Habour Fjord and the next two winters in Goose Fjord a
few miles to the west. From these t-wo bases the sreat
Norwegian explorer effected his major geographical di scoveries
now known as the svedrup G-oup of islands and firaiy estab-
lished a Norwegian claim in the Canadi an Arctic. These ex-
plorations also denonstrated the superb traveling techni ques
of the Norwegi ans, and their thorough understandinz of the
Arctic environnent.

Sources a ) Svedrup, O New Land, London, 1904

Fullerton Hartoir ortheast of Ch:osterficid Inlet

Thls was the first Canadian ship winteringz. The zyped-
ition under A.P. Low in 1903-04 also established the first
1.C.M.P. post in the Eastern Arctic &t Fullerton Harbour.

source - a.) Low, A.P. Cruise of the Meptune, Ottaua, 1906

Cave Lershel - East coast of Ellesmere Islana

It was here that A P.Low first took fcrmzal possession cf
the Arctic Islands for Canada in early August of 1904, A

cairn was built with a docunent placed inside incicating the



(32)

fact that Canada had taken fornal possession. This symbol-
izes the beginning of active Canadian interest in the Arctic
Archi pel ago, and, in the first decade of the twentieth cen-

tury, five mmjor expeditions were undertaken by the zovern-
ment to " plant the flag”.

Source - a. ) Low, A J?. ¢Cruise of the Neptune, COtawa, 1906

31, Gjoa Eavn - Southeastern coast of King WIlliam Island
Amundsen svent two winters here (1903-1905) in this,
the rirst successful conpletion of the Northwest Passage
by ship. The Harbour WaS named artzr hi s ship, the forty-
seven ton Gioa. Scientific observations were made and a
nunmber of sledge journeys undertaken

Source- S. ) Anundsen, R The Northwest fassaze, London, 17095

32. Cape Columbis - Northernnost tip of Ellesmere |sland

Peary built a cairn here at ‘lands end’ in 1309 toO

comrenorate the junping-off point in his successful. bid to

reach the North 2ole.

Source - a. ) Peary,R.E., ‘The Horcth 2:lz, yew Ior%, 1910

33, Cape Sparbo - North coast of Devon Isiand

[t is here, in a hut of f'stones and wnalebcone® that
Dr. Frederick A. Cook claims to have spent the eariy
winter of 1908-1909 witing his narrative or attainment of
the Pol e early in the spring of 1908. Cock's story is not%
now general ly believed, but he may have been the first
man to reach the North Pol e.

Source a. ) Cook, F.
1911

., New Yore.
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Cape Grassey - Northwestern Arm of Melville Island

Stefansson spent the winter of 1916 -1917 near this
point. The Canadi an Arctic Expedition of 1913-1918 resulted
in i mense anounts of scientific know edge about the north
veing collected. Stefansson's explorations certainly took
second place to his scientific interests. He did, however
denonstrate admrably his thesis that 1iving off the |and was
not only possible in the North, but ifmmeasissoly practical.
His work, and the work »f the scientists associated with
him went unsurpassed until after the Second Wrld War. The
contributions which this great scientist and explorer made
to the north are immeasurable.

Source - a. ) Stefansson, V. The Friendly Arctic, New York
1921.  ‘l"his ‘book TS onry one of a vast nunber of

books, phamplets, and articles which Steransson
contributed to the literature of the arctic.
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II - ‘The =ar Trade

| he second prom nent theme in the history of the
Nort hwest Territories |Is the Fur Trade. The Northern
Department of the fur trade was only a part of the nuch
wider and larger history of the trade in Canada, and has
both simlarities to that larger field and distinctive
features of its Oown. For present purposes, the wmost im
portant fact is that from 1785, when cfeter Pond’s men first
crcssed the Gapids de | a Noyes, until 1320, whea Oil was
di scovered at Norman Wells, the fur trade was tne life-
bl ood of the northern econony. The fur trade era thus
repesents the pioneering years in the history of the North-
west Territories, and, as far as any historical comenoration
Is concerned, is alive wWth the nost potential. The prosaic
roatine of the fur traders may not stir the imasination as
the feats of the explorers do, but it is, none the |ess,
the nmost inportant factor in determining the character.of the

history of the north

‘The confusing history of the Jorthwest Company, X ¢
Conpany, and other independent traders and nerchants of
iontreal need not be recounted “here. Suffice it co say
that the energy, imaginaction, and conpetitive spirit of ths
I ndependent traders, the wintering partners, and their
voyaggur enployees in the opening up of the Canadian North-
west, and for present purposes, the lucrative preserve of

the Slave Lake and #ackenzie Valley, is one of the nost
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imoortant sazas Of Canadian history. Samuel Hearne's

remar kabl e journey In 1771 across the barren lands, down
the Copperaine river, and across the eastern arm of Crest

Sl ave Lake, was not followed by any Hudsonts Bay Conpany
expansion north and west of Hudson Bay. The Honorabl e
Conpany was content to nmake the Indians trek the thousand or
SO miles across the barren |ands each spring to trade cheir
furs on the western and southern shores of Hudson Bay. The
Canadi an nmen, paddling deep into untapped Indian territory
and ovringing out the furs thensel ves, radicalized the trad-
ition of the fur trade and, in the process, opened vast
amounts of new territory In the process, too, the new fur
traders neatly outflanked the operations of the Eudsen's
Bay Conpany traders and nearly crippled the latter's trade.
The English fur men were soon enulating the nethods of their
conpetitors and inaucurated a new period of expansion of
their own into the northwest. .4 period of severe conpetition
foll owed which was characterized by mutual mstrust and
recrimnation, and a score of ugly incidents. Intil 1819,
however, the Hudson's Bay Conpany was unable to establish

a post north of the sixtieth parallel; and so the Sl ave river,
Slave Lake, and Mackenzie valley fur areas remained the pre-

serve of the Canadi an traders until the Jnion in 1821.

“The thirty-five year period fromthe establishment of
the first fur posts on Slave Lake in 1786 until the amalpa-
mation of the Northwest and Hudson's zay Conpany interests

in 1821 was certainly the nost expansive and inportant pericé
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of the fur trade in the Jorthwest Territories. The coup-
etition between the Northwest Conpany, a nunber of independ-
ent rivals, and the-X Y Conpany saw the proliferation of

of posts as far north as Fort Good Hope in the first few
years of the nineteenth century. After the union of the Xt
and Northwest Conpanies in 1.804, the needl ess duplication cf
posts was ended, and a period of consolidation took place.
These first few decades were years in which the new trzders
slowly came to terms Wth the northern reoazrachy and environ-
ment. The problens of food and fuel supplies for the iong
‘northern winter, and the first tenative relationships with
the Indians of the area necessitated frequent changes of 10C. .
ations of the posts.  7The posts were built, abandoned, and
re-occuppied again W th disconcerting regularity. The posts
thensel ves reflected this instability and the harsh and
strictly conpetitive nature of the fur trade in those early
years. The posts were, for the nost part, simple, functional,
and of a tenporary nature and consisted, uasually, of onl?¥ orne

or two buildings.

The fifty year period which followed the amalgamation
of the dorthwest Conpany and the Hudson 2ay Company in 1821
was Strictly a pertod of consolidation - the cstabilisnment
of the routine of the far trade, acconpanied by a sradual buv
not spectacul ar expansion Of the business. =nig era 35 char...
acterized by its routine - by the building of more stable
and nore extensive fur posts,as the traders srew to know the

territory nore intimately and could rely mors intelligently
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on its resources of food, fuel, and furs. This cveriod al so
saw the introduction of York boats on ureat Slave Lake and

t he Jdackenzie waterways.

The fur trade posts of this period al so contributed
materially to the efforts of the explorations of the Fritish
Admralty land expeditions. Hudsonts Bay Coupany men supp-
l'ied food, buildings, and boats for the explorers. | ndeed,

W t hout these posts and the errforts of the Cormpany mew, the
itineraries of Franklin, Zack, Richardson, and ethers would
have been inpossible. The Zudson's Bay Company also contr-
iouted a number Of great names to exploration of the north. zn
this pertod - Simpsaon, Dease, and Eae to nane the nbst out-
efual

1
<.

standing. These men were, on the whole, nuch mors succe

5]

in their respective spheres of explorations than their naval
counterparts. The reasons for this are obvious - the Eudscn's
ijay Company men were seasoned men of the north, anderztood
more intimately the nature of the environment, and, with thiu

expericnce, ware zblie Lo act with cre comrousense,

The period aiter the expiration corf the idadson's Bay
Company exclusive charter to trade and lana in 1870 was azair

an era characterized by change becszuse of

[ - R
maztivicn., Indoo-

G

[l

e vurroaies grad -

endent travpers and bursconing revw Tar tre

| S e I

aally moved north and infuced the area
The wreat resources and experience and

lionourable Company usually enabled the

with new wan and idenz.

reputation of the

it to buy up the r.zw

companies and independent traders in the lony run - but not

At
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before the Coapanywasforced to modernize. This nodern-

i zation usually took the shape of inprovements in trans.
portation and organization. The first steanboat was built
at Fort 3mith in the years 1885-86 for the Kackenzie River
run because of conpetition. Alternative nethods and routes
of transportation had forced the Hudson's Bay Conpany to
take these measures, and, later, to expand their operations

into the Arctic i sl ands.

The fur trade theme contains the nost poteatial for
devel opment in an historic sites orogran for the JNorthwest
Territories. It has | ess variety but nore depth than the
exploration theme. ‘I’he fur traders were the pioneers. Alth.
ough they were transients, in the sense that they moved
frequently from post to post and in and out of the north,
fur traders, as enployees of the great conpanies, were there
to stay. ‘The voyaweur, the backbone of the trade, unfortunace-
ly remains alnost naneless. There are |ess possible sifes for
comenor ati on and devel opnent than exploration sites, but
wh at Ones there are provide an extradimensicnofacocial
history. The fact that the pattern of 1life remeined nnchansz:
for so long in the Northwest Territories makes it SO much
more I nportant to mark znd recreate that 1ife in the form ¢+
historic sites - the simple econcaic pattern, the crudelos

architecture, and the prosai ¢ routine of life.

The first priority in relation to the 1ist of possible
sites which follows should be an enersetic attenpt o ascert-

ain exactly wnat remains of the sites. Foliowing this, actie
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nmeasures should be taken to prevent denolition of original
buildings Which are still standing; prevent further deter-
ioration of buildings which have been abandoned; and inder-
t ake archeol ogi cal work at sites where the buildings have
conpl etely disappeared. Simultaneously, in-depth research
snould ve undertaken by qualified historians on each indiv-
idual Site to create the basis of a social history for the
| ocal areas which is sorely needed for northern settlenents.
There can be no historic sites program w thout a orogram of

research on |l ocal histories.

what follows is a conprehensive list of all the fur
trade posts established before 1870. on the basis of furtrer
i ndi vidual research, archeology work, and historical reograpny
investigation, a selection can be nmade for the devel opnent

of the fur trade thene.

N
;e -
P77
IS L 7L I S B
. '
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Far Trade Sites to 1870

1. Slave Fort | - Located on what is now called Grant Po' nt cn
the eastern extremty of Slave Delta, the zest
northerly prometory in this part of G eat Slave
Lake.

There were two small posts bailt here in 1786; oune by
Laurent Leroux's party sent by Peter Pond, the other, built
beside it, by Cuthbert Gant, an agent of Gegory, lcLeocd,
and Conpany. Al exander ifackenzie saw these two nosts un hi-
journey down the “ackenziein 1787, and it was ne who first
named them “Slave Forts”. The location of the twc posts was
sketched by Peter ridler in 1791 when he was surveying in the
area for the Hudsonts Bay Conpany. Leroux closed his post
in 1787, and Grant, his, about two years later. These twe
posts were the first evidences of the incursion of the fur
traders into what is now the Northwest Territories.

Sources a.) Voorhis, Enerst Historic Forts and Tradine Posra

of the french Herime, and of the English fur Tradiis
Companies, Ottawa, 1930

b.) Hisoric Sites Service Stai’f Reoort, Themaric
Study of the Fur Trade in the Canagian Wast 1670-15775,
Ottawa, 1968 )

c.) Hae, Ceorse Settiements of (reat 3lave Lake,
M.A. Thesls, Jniverity of wisconsin, 1967

d. ) fackenzie, Al exander Voyace from fontreal to the
Frozen and Pacific Oceans, London, 18&01

2. Jort Providence - Located on the eastern shore of the nortr
arm of Great Sl ave Lake, a few mlles souts
of the nmouth of the Yellowknife river

This post was built by the Northwest Company probably
in 1790 to honour Mackenziets agreenent with the indizn coun-

c1l & year before. .Franklin nentions in 1820 that " cld
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sopt Providence seens to have been situated a few miles 0

the right side of the entrance to the Yellowknife River,

near latitude 62 16' N, | ongitude 114 03" W."™ its position,
then, would have been about half way between Slave Fort and
Lac La Marte. The post seems to have been used prinarily

as a provisions post, not a fur trading post. It was abandoned
in 1823,

Sources a. ) Rae, George Settlements.
‘D. ) Historic sites Service, Iheaatis Ttudy. .

C. )franklin, John Jdarrative of a Journey to the Shore:s
to the Polar 3Sea 1819-1822, London, 1823, p. 201

d.) ferry,L. and Cark, %.D. Zreliminsrv Excavaticns
at fort Providence, N.w.T. in juyly 1369, Institute
ror Northern Studies, Saskatoon, 1969

Lac La sarte Fort - located on the southeast snore or Lac la
Jarte

According to wW.F. Wentzel, this post was built vy the
Nort hwest Conpany " three years after the opening of trade
with these natives / Yellowknives 7/, and was fifteen days’
march nearer to their lands, tne trade Was consequentl;
carried on with greater success and ease". This post was
probably built in 1789 or 1790, ‘out its sxact location is
not known. The most probabl e guess would be near the south
east tip of the | ake where it drains toward the north arm o
G eat Slave Lake. Franklin mencions that the Nsrthwest
Company had a post on ¥arten Lake in his narrativs of his
first expedition. The post was closed in 1796 when the
first posts were built along the iackenzie, which soon

becane the major fur trade route.

Sources a. ) Wentzel, #.F., " Letters”, in Masson,L.i. nes
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Bourzeois de 1a Clompasnie du .jord-o.est, o,

Quebec, 1889, p.94-95

b.) Rae, Georse Settlenents. . _ _
C. ) Historic Sites Service—lhematic Study..
d.) Franklin, John Narrative.

2ost near Stony Island - on the mainland opposite Stonv Island

Sources a.) Tyrrell, J.B. , ed., Journals of H

near the centre of Slave Delta

This post was established by the Northwest Conpany
in July of 1791. Phiip Turner repcrted to the Hudson 3
Day Conpany that “ the Canadi ans are tuildirz a nouse at tn:
top of the Delta opposite Stony Isianc". The reason for thr.s
change seens to have peen that the flrst Slave Fort had not
provided a substantial enough fishery to support che traders.
Thi s post was abandoned in 1794 when the company built
anot her post on “oose Deer |sland furcther t0o the west , with
t he devel opnent of the trade towards the .sackenzie river.
srie and

Turnor, Hudson Bay Record Society, iondon, 193%, pn.
L154-17

b.) Rae, George Settlements... .

c.) Historic Jites Service . hnematic ST.ay...

Post On -oose Deer Isliand - located on what is now Rescl.i_on
Isis.rld just to the west cf the
Slave Hiver [Deltsz.

The fort on Moose Ueer Island was built by uh:e LLortine
west Company in 1794 and became the vprincipal tracins poct
of the Conpany on Great Slave Lake. ZFeter Fidleris rap in
his journal of 1791, with what appears to be a lster addit:
shows that the Canadi an trading Post was btuilt awongz th

e
small croup of islands to the west of Slave belta - " islanz
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Bis pretty large and a Canadi an house hnas been built on

it and established from1794 to 1799".  again Franklin

I's a source because he visited the post in 1820. He
comrents " ¥Moose Deer Island is about a mile in dianeter,
and rises toward the centre aboat three hundred feet above
the lake. Its soil is in general sandy, in sone parts swampy
....The houses of the two conpanies are small,and have a
bleak northern aspect. The inhabitants |ive chiefly on
fish, which the lake at certain seasons fyrnishes in great
abundance. "

carces a. ) distoric Sites Service T[henatic Study, o.282

@3]

b.) Franklin, jonn Narrative, p. 198

c. ) Rae, George Settlenents.

Fort desolution . South Shore of Great Slave Lake gn the
mainland opposite Joose Deer ( now Resol-
ion) Islaend

This post was established by Aulay¥cAulagtor the
Hudson 's Bay Company iNn 1819. |t was the only Hudson'® Baw
Conpany post built in the Northwest Territoriestefore the
Union. The {ludson's Bay Company mzn .0t l1ittle of the trade
and found it diffficult to stay alive. 1t was established
on 4oose Deer |sland, but at the opposite end as the post
of the Canadian traders’ Slave Fort. 1n 1822 the post was
noved to its present Site on the mzinland directly opposite
the Island. 1t remmined the only tradineg post on Creat Slave
Lake for rearly thirty years.

Sources a. ) Rae, Georpe Settlenents.

b. ) Voorhis, Ernest Hstorical Forts.

C. ) Historic Sites Service, Trematic “ecort, p. 282
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7. Hav River Post . sSouth shore of Great Slave Lake, at the
mouth of the Hay River

This post was established sonmetime before 1818 by the
Northwest Conpany. Little 1s known of it except that it
was bl own up by gun powder in 1818. The Hudson's Bay Conpany
did not establish a post at Hay iiver until after mid-century.

Sources a,) Rae, Georepe Settlenents of Great Sl ave Lake

b. ) Historic Sites Service ‘Thenmatic Report, p. 284

8. fort Georce _ South Shore of Geat Slave Lake on Point
Desmarais near the outlet of Geat 3lave Lake

Little 1s known of this post. It was possibly built
by hoderic Mackenzie, the nephew of Al exander Hackenzie, in
1790 when he was trading in that area. It may al so have
been nsed by azents of the XY Conpany between 1800 and 1804
during the fierce conpetition with the Northwest Company
during those years.

Jources a. ) Stager, john K. Historical ueography of the

Mackenzie Vall ey 1760-1850, Pn.D Thesi s, Jniversity
of Edinbureh, 1962, p. 236 .

b. ) Rae, ueorze 3Settlements of Creat Slave Lake

c.) Historic sites Service ThematicC Jevort

J. Livinesston's Ffort - Mackenzie Ziver near the mouth of the Trout
niver

This posSt was buillt by Duncan Livingston for the
Nort hwest Conpany in 1796 and was probably the first tredin-
post on the sfackenzie river. Livingston enjoyed =z gzreat succ-
ess for three years until he was kxilled by Eskinmps on a trip

down the Mackenzie in 1799, Thereafter the post zeems t0 have

been abandoned.
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Coarces a. | Stager, J.K., Historical Ceosrapny, ».237a

?3.) Historic sSite Service, Thematic 3tady, p. 284

rsreat Bear Lake Fort - at the head of Great Bear River on
the Western end of Great Eear Lake

This post was bailt either in 1799 by Livingston on
his trip down the :ackenzie the sumrer he was killed, or by
John Thonpson for the Northwest Conpany the foll ow ng year.
it was occuopied as late as 1815 but abandoned defore the
mion in 1321. Franklin buil:t Fort Franklin on tne same
spot for winterins quarters during his second lana exped-
ition, and the post subsequently became a Hudson’s Bay
Conpany tradinz post.

Sources a. ) Stager, John X. Historical Geoscrenry, 5.237a

b.) Historic Sites Service, Thematic gevort, p. 290

c.) Franklin, Jonn Narrative of a Second Expeditiow

d. ) Voorhis, E. idistprical Forts

T

®
“ort - East bank of thepsackerizie at the Camsell
Bend, OoppoOsSiTte The ~Orth Nahanal diver

aocky ountain

This was tne seceond post bullt by the Northwest Company
in the year 1800. This and the fort at Great Bear Lake
divided the dackenzie trading zrea into two egial ssctions.
The post was acandoned about 1804 whewn fort of the iForks
was bullt and & peneral re-organizatica ol Lthe posts £00W DL

Jources a.) 3tarer, John £. Historical (essrzony, p. 2

3
b. ) Historic Sites Service,_ Treamstic 3tudy, p.287
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2ort of the Forks - Left bank OF the Muckenzie at the nouth
of the Laird Hiver

A re-arrangenment of the posts of the Jorthwest Company
t ook place in 1804 after the union of the interests of this
Conpany and the X¢{ Conpany. Fort of the Forks was strategic-
ally placed at the junction of the ifackenzie and .aird rivers,
to replace zocky Mountain Fort; fort Good Hope was built at
t he mouth of the Hare Indian siver, and thus the ‘ackenzie
was divided into three alnost-equal sections. Fort Laird
was built a year later to capture the trade ‘n ‘he 1prer
Laird river. 7ort of the FOrks rersined the crincipal nost
of the Northwest Conpany on the Mackenzie until the Union,
and thereafter, Fort Simpson, bUilt by the Hudson's Bay
Conmpany, became “the admnistrative center of the idorthern

Departnent for the latter Conpany.

Sources a. ) Stager, John ¥, Historical Geograohy

b. ) Historic Sites Service, _Trhematic_Study.

Fort dorman | - East bank of the iackenzie .iiver opposite
t he mouth of the gedstone niver

This fort was built by the Horthwest Company in 1804
and conveniently divided in two the distance between the &ort
of the Forks and Fort Good Hope built in the same year.
It was moved tenporarily nerthward by the Hudsonrs BRay
Company durinz the period of re-arrangement whi ch fol |l owed

the union of the two conpanies in 1821.

Sources a. ) Starer, John, XK. Historical csosraohy

b. ) Historic Sites Service, '‘Thematic Studw.

c.) Voorhis, E. 3Historical #orts
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14. Ffort Good Hopel - On the left bank of the vackenzie wiver
at the nouth of the Hare Indi an kiver

This was the third post built on the Mackenzie in
1804 by the Northwest Conpany, and was the northernnost
post maintained by that conpany. It was operatings until
the Union of the two conpanies in 1821.

Sources a. ) Stager, John, K. Historical Geozraohv

b.) Historic Sites 3ervice, Thenatic Study

Sort Laird -Junction of the Laird and Petitot Fivers

-
LAY
.

Thi 3 post of @& jor oporshaes as Hillt in the
year 1805 by the zorthwest Conpany, and ‘has been raintain-
ed to the present day. The post was closed in 1814, foll-
owi ng the massacre at Fort Nelson, and not re-occuppied until
1820. This was the richest area of the iackenzie in fur.

Source a. ) Stager John,x. Historical Geosrashy

b. ) Hstoric 3Sites Service fnesratic Ltudy

Jort Castor - Risnt ©
abcut 3

p
P
o

A fort was srobably ouailt here sometine batteen 18005
and 1804 - the period of time when the Xi¢ Company was

challencinge the Hor:hwest Company H>n the Yackenriaz., The

T2y, Aid ot Casy rayoond

Fort,built %7 asents of "o 2!
1804 when the mercer ¢f the XY and Northwest Company demanied
a consolidation of the posts and stability in the trade.
A number of posts may have been built by the XI Company

of which there is no record. rfort Castor and Fort George

will serve to illustrate thi s period.
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Joarces a. ) Stager, John h. Historical Gsosravhy

b. ) Historic 3ites Service, ‘Thematic Study

C. ) Voorhis, Enerst Historical Forts

Yort Alexander- |ocated on the right bank cof the dckenzie
at t’ne mouth of the wWiliowlake i<iver

Phis post, buailt iNn 1817, was the |ast established
ny the Northwest Conpany. [t was not maintained %y the
iudson 3ay Conpany after tune Jnion in 1821,

Sources a. ) Stager, John X. Historical Zeorrapny

b. ) Historic Sites Service, Thematic 3tudy

“ort 3impson - On an island in the ¥Mackenzie aiver, j ust
bel ow the mouth of the Liard Eiver

This post-was built by the Hudsonis Bay Company in 1822
to replace the Northwest Conpanyts rfort of the Forks. It
was the first of a series of chanze Which tocok nslace zfter
the merxer of the two conpanies in 1821, The period which
foll owed the Jnion was one of stabilization of the rur.
‘rade, and a numnber of changes of location c¢f 303ts tock
place in an effort to streamline the oserations of the traders
sort Sinpson becane the major sdministrative and iistribution
oost Oof the Worthern Department. A1l of the rurs would be
col l ected here for spring shipment. to Fort Chirauvan, and ti-
supplies from Fort Chipewyan woul d be distributed from Simpson

in the autum.

Sources a. ) Stager, .John K. Historical Georrenhy

b. ) Historic Sites Service, Thematic Studv

C.) Innis, d.A. The “ur Trade ia Canada. Toronto,

1956




19. fort Good Hope II - |ocated on the left bank of the itackenzie
at the junction of the Trading kiver, 100
miles north of Fort Good Hoope |

Fort Good Hope wasre-established down the Mackenzie in
1823 in an attenpt to develop a trade witr the Loucheux
I ndians, and possibly the Eskimos. The trade did not develoo
as nad been hoped, and the fort was asain noved back to near
the original site two or three years iater

Soarces a. ) Stager, John K. Historical eozraphy

o.)H storic Sites Service, ‘Thematic Stady
20. fort JNorman II - |eft bank of the Mackenzie about thirty
miles above the nouth of the G eat Bear
Ri ver

Because Of the change of location of Fort «¢ood Hooe In
1823, ?ort Norman was noved north to conpensate in that sane
year. The new site was near the area of oid Fort Castor of
t he Xy Conpany. =“ort Norman remai ned at this |ocation until
1850 when it was noved for a second time.

Sources, a. ) 3tager, John XK. Historical Ceorraphy

b.)H storic Sites Service, Prematic Stuady

21. cort Good Hope III - yanitou Island oOn the Jackenzie at the
mouth Oof the Hare | ndian River

the failure of the anticipated trade wth the Louchenx

and Eskinpbs in 1823-25 occasioned a second re-location of

Fort Good Hope. The third post was built on fanitou Island
near the oririnal site in 1826. ‘Ten years later the post
was washed away in severe rlooding, and the post ‘alas recuilt

on the mainland where it remmins to date.
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Souarces, a. ) Stager, .ohn K. Historical Ceovrashy

b. ) Hstoric Site Service, Thematic Study

Big Island Tort - North end of Big Island In the fouth of
t he vMackenzie R ver

This post was built by the Hudson”s Bay Conpany about
1830, probably replacineg FOrt George as a provisions post
for the forts along the Mackenzie. Hure ampunts of fish
wer e caught here in the spring and autumm, and were used
t 0 supplement the Inadequate rations of the posts down tre
vackenzie. It was abandoned in favour of rfort Providen:ze ir

1865,

Sources a ) Rae, George Settlenments of Creat Slave Lake

b. ) . Stager, .John, K. Historical Georraphy

¢.) Voorhis, Enerst Historical Forts

‘ort Jorman Il - Located on the right bank of the +ackenzie
at the nouth of the G eat Bear R ver

The final relocation of Fort Norman took place in 1853
when a new post was built at the mouth or the Creat bear River
by the Hudson's Bay Conpany agent James Anderson. It remains
to the present time at this spot.

Sources a. ) Stager vsohn £, Historical (eocraphy

b. ) Historic Sites Service, ‘Thematic Studv

fort dcPherson, (originally Peel river Post) - east tank of
of the Peel River about 24 miles fromthe
junction with the Mackenzie

Far trading post established in 1840 by .John Bell, Who

had explored up the pPeel River in 1839-40. The post was
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at first called Peel River post , y,: iater the name was
chanced t0 Fort MMcPherson after the Chief Factor, n rdock
icPherson.

Sources a, ) Stager, John XK. Hstorical ‘eography

fort mHae - |ocated on the sout hwest corner of Xountain |sland

on the east side of the North Arm of Slave Lake
’he post wasestablished by the Hudson's Bay Conpany
I n 1852 as a provisions' poOSt. Cari bou meat was bartered by

the Indians just asfurs were elsewhere. FEort zae was also

afield observatory site durineg the Internaticnal Polar Yeax

1881-1883. The fort was umoved ei ghteen miles north in 1906.

Sources - Rae, George Settlenents of Crest Slave Lake
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[1l1- Mssionary Activity

The m ssionary activity in the Northwest Territories
is the third major theme of its history. This inordinate
i mportance lies in the fact that, except for the fur traders
and the grouop supporting the far trade econony, the m ssion-
aries, antil the second decade of the twentieth century, were
the only other white settlers. Beginning in the middle of
the nineteenth century the mssionaries, Catholic and Anglic-
an, followed the fur traders north, and, in a spirited conm-
petition for souls not unlike the early secular days of the fur
trade, expanded rapidly up the Mekenzie valley despite serious
|l ack of funds and manpower. They established religion, schools,
and hospitals in the north, and -introduced agriculture to
allof their settlenments. Sone, |ike Father Petitot of the
Oblates, did extensive exploratory work in the course of their

prosel ytizing aission.

The work of the Catholic and Anglican missionariesg
began al nost sinultaneously in the Northwest Territories in
1850. Because there were so few trading posts in so vast an
area, unnecessary but zeal ous duplication of services -
churches, schools, and hospitals - often resulted. The very
first religous into the north built small m ssion-huts that
served both as residence and church, and were usually situat-
ed near the Hudsonts Bay Conpany posts. These two centres -
the fur post and the m ssion-hut - established the hub which

grew into the typical northern comunity. The mnission-hat



(53)

was followed by church, school, and ‘hospital’ . Nor eover

the priests, mnisters, nuns, and lay brothers were considerably
l ess transient than the fur traders. Although they might

travel lengthy distances within their northern di ocese, nost

of the religious stayed in the north, and in particular

m ssions, for the duration of their mnistries.

Jntil the turn of the century, the Northwest Territories
presented an interestine picture of a unique frontier society.
There were churches, schools, and, in sone instances, crude
hospitals. There was also an agriculture to support these.

But except for the routine bartering of furs at the Hudsonts
Bay Conpany post there wasno other conmercial enterprise.

And until the gradual advance of Ottawa adm nistration in the
early decades of the twentieth century, these two institutions,

the church and the fur conmpany, were a lawunto thensel ves.

The m ssionaries, especially the Catholics, became the
first serious agriculturalists of the north. This was occass-
ioned by a nunber of factors - the lack of monzy for supplies
from the south, the necessity of feeding thenselves and a
large nunber of Indian children in the day schools, and a
desire to add a dinension of permanence to their tiny out-
posts. Al in all, the missionaries’ influence in the north,
especially on the Indians and Eskinpbs, was tremendous.

Whet her the influence was for better or for worse is a matter
of individual prejudice, but it remains, none the |ess, an

hi storical fact.

Rt
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This factor in the history of the Northwest Territories
deserves consideration in the devel opment of an historic
sites program The basis of that commenoration should be the
initial establishnment of the m ssions at their various sites.
The early mssion-huts and churches are the only evidences
of an arcnitecture and activity other than exploration and
the fur trade. From these hunble beginnings, the settled
comunities of the north devel oped. It is the policy of the
National Hi storic Sites Board that no churches be marked
whicharestill used for religious worship. This policy
will nndoubtedly be followed by the governnment of the North-
west Territories. Such structures, however, shouldbe pro-
tected from eventual disappearance. Est abl i shments whi ch
have been abandoned or which have conpletely disappeared.

shoul d be protected or suitably marked.

The followi ng is a selection of the nmen and buil di ngs
whi ch should be considered for conmmenoration and preservat-

ion. Again, this 1ist is only historical, and further

i ndi vidual research and on~site investigation are neeued bvefore

the possibilities for devel opment can be assessed.

gt 4
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Sites of Missionary Activity

St. Joseph's Mission Fort Resol ution

The mission Was origtinal 1y established on Moose Ceer
( now Resolution) Island in 1956. The mission hut was the
first buildingz not connected with either the fur trade or
exoloration to e buil t in the Northwest Territories.
Before the mission was moved in 1,890 to its present lLocation
on the mainland, the priests would nmake the daily journey,
three miles each way, to the fort. The mission hut, as was
to ne the case in this early activity, servea as both chapel
and residence. The first residentpriest at St. Joseph's

was the Oblate, Father Cascon.

Sources a ) Duchaussois, P. Mid Snow and Ice

h. ) Rae, George Settlements of (reat 3lave Lake

c. ) Robinson, ¥.J. and J.L. " Exploration and
Settlement of the #“ackenzie District" ,Canadian
Geogr aphi cal Journal, ne. 32 pp. 246-255: no. 33 Pp.
4349

| macul ate Heart of sary ¥ission Bis Island

ThiS mission Was built in 1858 near the Hudson's Bay
Conpany Fort. It lasted only three years, however, when
Bishoo Grandin selected a better site ( later to becone
Providence 4ission) forty miles down the dackenzi e.

Sources a. ) Duchaussois, P. Mid Snow and Ice

b.) Rae, Geormge, Settlements of Great Slave Lake

Qur Lady of Good Hope ¥ission Fort Good Hope

This Catholic mission was established in Ausgust of
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1859 by Father ¢roliier and conpl eted by Father Seguin who

descri bes the scene in 1860 when he arrived: “ the hut is
22 feet by 17 feet. | stepped in, | thought | was roine
through the floor; the planks zive, as elastic . . . . By way

of windows, he has some rasged, tOrn parchment skins, wWhi ch
let the breeze in quite freely. Thrournh the chinks in the
roof I can see the stars, and when it rains we can hardly
find a dry corner. This is to be our wintering residence.”
The m ssion hut was moved in the summer of 1862 to its

present site near the fort.

Sources a. ) Duchaussois, p. vid 3now and |ce

Provi dence M ssion - Fort Providence

The site was selected by Bishop Grandin in 1861 to
replace the mssion at 8ig Island. The m ssion house was
begun by Father Gascon in July of 1862 and |ater that summer,
a lox house 22 feet square, and a chapel adjoinins 15 feet
by 8 had been erected. That winter a start was nmade on_ a
convent and orphanage to accommpdate the anticipated arrival
of the ¢rey Nuns. It was conpleted and filled in the summer
of 1867. A School for Indian children was opened in 1867
wth an initial enroiment of el even pupils.

Sources. 3 ) Duchauassois, P. id Snow and |ce

b.) Duchaussois P. Grey Nuns of the Far North

St. “ichael Archangel Mission - FoOrt Rae

A mssion was founded here in 1859 by Father Gascon,

but the area did not get a regular priest uantil Father
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Ffather 3runo Eouve arrived in 1872. The hut built by Father
Gascon in 1859 was seventeen feet 1long, With «°chajrg ‘r
benches and only an earthen floor. The mission followed

the fur trade post when it was noved in 1906.

Sources a. ) Duchaussois P, Mid Snow and |ce

b. ) Rae, George Settlenents of Geat Slave |ake

Arctic Red River Mission, Catholic

This mssion was established by Father Seguin in 1868.
It consisted only of a small chapel and was visited ony
occasionally until 1890, when it becane permanent.

Sources a.) Duchaussois, 2. Mid Snow and Ice

st. Anne’'s ¥ission - Hay Eiver

This m ssion was established on July 3rda 1869 by
Fat her Gascon. A hut had been built by Brother Boisrame
the previous winter next to the newy opened Hudson' s Bay
Conpany post. In the winter of that same year Brother-
Boisrame had been killed by the |Indi ans and Fat her Gcascon
returned to Fort Resolution. Untill1878the m ssion was
only occassionally visited by priests, @nd tpereafter ClOSed

because of the continuing hostility of the Indians.

Source a. ) Duchaussois, P. Mid Snow and |Ice

b. ) Rae, Ceorge_Settlenents of Great Slave Lake

St. ‘Teresa's Mission, Catholic, Fort Norman

This mssion was established and a hut and chapel
built by Father Ducot in 1876.

Sources a. ) Duchaussois |?. Aid Snow and Tce
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9. St. Isidore's ission, Catholic, Fort Smith

This mission was built and permanently established
by Fat her Gascon in 1876.

Sources a.) Duchaussois P. Mid sSnow and Ice

b. ) kea, ceorse 3Slave Lake Settlements

10. Anszlican .4ission at Fort =impson

The Reverend WIIliam Kirkby establisher] the first
m ssion for the Anglican Church in the Northwest Territories
in Fort Sinpson in 1859. He built a church and house for
hinself. The Catholic were excluded from Fort Sinpson
until 1894.
Sources a. ) Bompas, Willlam Carpenter Diocese df the Jackenzie
river, Society for Promoting Christain Know edge,
London, 1888

b.) Boon, T.C.B. The Anglican Church from the Bav
to the Rockies, ‘Toronto, 1962

i1. Anrlican “issionat Fort Nor nan

The nissionwas established and a church m ssion hut
built by the Anglicans in 1861.

Sources a. ) Bompas, W.C. Diocese of vackenzie

b.) Boon T.C.B. Anglican Church

c. ) Robinson, 4.J and J.L. Exploration and Settle-
ment of the Mackenzie District”

12. Anglican Mission Fort sceherson

Est abli shed in1862. The Anglicans were conspicuously
nore successful Wth the Loucheux and Eskinbs than the

Cat hol i ¢ Ovlate Fat hers.
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So0a rces - 3Same as 11

Anslican Missionat Fort Rae

A church and school were established here in 1867
by Deacon R D.Reeves and his wife. |t consisted of a losg

hut fourteen feet square.

Sources DBompas, W.C. Diocese of vackenzie

b.) Been, T.C.B. Anglican Church

C. ) Rae, George Settlenents of Great Slave Lake

oA (R
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IV -Industrialization

The Northwest Territories on the eve of the discovery
of oil at Norman Wells remained much as it had in the pre-
vious seventy five years. \Wat changes had taken place ir
that tinme were slow in comng, and always within the context
of the econom c pattern and social conditions of the nine-
teenth century. Twenty five years later the entire face of
the north had changed, and changed so radically that no ot her
word can be used to describe it than revolutionized. Towns
exi sted where none had existed before - ' town',in fact,
became a new word in the northern vocabulary. The Arctic,
whi ch twenty five years before had sinply been the “ end
of the earth", becane, strategically, the very centre of it.
The flow of furs fromthe Northwest Territories had been
upstaged by the flow of real wealth - oil, gold, uranium
and silver. “The North was no |onger a nmatter of weeks or
months away from the centres of civilization, but a natter
of hours. Life went on for many in the North the way it

had al ways gone on - but it was only a matter of tine.

The single nost inportant factor in this profound
transformation was in transportation, i.e. the airplane.
The Northwest Territories had, in fact, beconme accessible.
It was no longer the preserve of the fur traders, the
mssionaries, and the rich traveller who had the leisure
and predisposition to the lengthy water transportation.
The advent of aerial transportation brought a new type of

person into the north - the adventuresome, shrewd, and
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scientific entrepreneur. Aeri al prospecting became conmon-
pl ace; fur trading entrepreneurs took to the air; and
enterprising pilots flew anybody in who wanted to go.

The latent wealth of the Horthwest Territories was beginning
to be tapped, and the devel opnent of these resources super-

i mposed a * new north * over the skeleton of the old. The
pace of life and change began to speed up and hasn't yet

st opped accel erating.

The selection for historic sites for this, the dawn of
the modern era of northern history, are few,but of the
ereatest significance. W are not yet sufficiently removed
fromthese decades of the revolution in the Northwest
Territories to properly assess their historical significance.
only the passage of time will bring theminto focus. One
thing that we do know is that the past, the frontier society
of the nineteenth century north, came to an abrupt synbolic
end with the discovery of oil at .orman wells in 1920. -1he
flight of the first airplane into the xorcthwest ‘Territories
in the the spring of the follow ng year ended the synbolism
and inaugurated the reality of the nodern era. Th€ suggested
sites of the followng 1list are as much symbols of the
end of an interesting and unique past, as commenoration of

a new and conpletely different history the dimensions of which

are difficult to assess.
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1 INTRODUCTION

The nature of the Historic Resources Survey conducted by the Northwest
Territories Historical Advisory Board is reviewed in summary fashion. Sub-
sequently the results of questionnaires completed by Chief Cazon for Area 5

are summarized.

When this project is completed and the results are fully evaluated from a
tourist and recreation standpoint a useful input to 'Overview! should emerge.

Up to the present time, however, only the limited results referred to above

are available for examination.

Il. THE NATURE OF THE HISTORIC RESOURCES SURVEY

The Historical Advisory Board is collecting information on the location,
character and quality of the historic sites in the Territories through a
qguestionnaire procedure. The standard format employed is presented on the
following pages of this report. Members of the Board have been charged with
the responsibility for the completion of the questionnaires for various parts
of the Territories with which they are familiar. The geographic distribution

of the areas of responsibility is shown on the accompanying map.

The theme organization to which the site and object recording is tied is
somewhat different than that employed by Mr. Young in Part | of this report.
It also differs from that employed in the study of the tourist and recreational
potential of the archaeological resources of the Territories, being much less

detai led.

Theme Organi zat ion

A . Prehistory
1. Indian Cultures

2. Eskimo Cultures

B. History
Search for the Northwest Passage

Fur Trade Era

1

2

3. Missionary Era
4. Whaling Era
5

Exploration of Mineral Resources




Evolution of Northern T ransportat ion
Front ier Government and Evolution of Sett lements (includes R. C.-M.

Recent Indian Cultures

© ® N o

Recent Eskimo Cultures

When compared with the work of Mr. Young presented in Part | of this
report, it wi | | be seen that the above schemata contains several new themes
or sub-themes that have value in relation to tourist and recreation planning.
These include the whaling era and those related to mineral exploration and

f rent ier government.

1l. ANALYSIS OF coM PLETED QUESTIONNAIRES FOR AREA 5

A set of completed questionnaires for Area 5 made available to Travel-
Arctic is included in this report, together with general and specific site
location maps. The more detailed sketch map indicates eight sites situated
along the Mackenzie River from Skul | Creek in the west to a point upst ream
just west of Axe Creek. Completed forms for site locations 1, 2, 3, and 7,

are presented. These are the only data currently avai lable for analysis.

Location or Site No. 1 on Skull Creek is perhaps the most significant
from a tourist development standpoint. [t is situated close to the mouth of the
Creek a short distance to the north of the new Fort Simpson Highway and could
be made accessible by secondary road construction. Apparently the site is
regarded with some awe by Indians since it is said to represent the last show
of resistance to the white man in this area. The site is said to be in poor
condition but it is considered by Chief Cazon, who completed the quest ionnaire,

to be worthy of the erection of a historic plaque.

Location No. 2 was a spring gathering ground for local Indian celebrations

that took the form of dancing around a hi Il formation about 50 feet in diameter.

Location No. 3 is related to the Klondike era being the site of a winter

camp for those traveling to the gold fields.

L_ocat ion No. 7 was apparent | y an army transport camp during World

War |Il.

¥
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FLEATE QUOTrE
L
GOVE RN ENT OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
CAHADA
Yellowknife, N.W. T.
oed C’o’/_/?c-,
Dear Menber;

Pl ease find enclosed the questionnaires for the Overview
tudy and a map With a rtentative division of responsibilities.
| have tried to suit this division to your experience and
expressed wishes. If it is not suitable or if it would be
more |ogical to shift one or two boundcry |lines, please let
M. Stevenson know. With regards to tho Overview Study, pl ease
do not hesitate to trepass in so~.cone else's territory if you
know of & site which should be noted. wewould far rather
have duplication than ommission.

| am sorry we did not manage to hold another neeting during”
the summer but we will definitely be having one in Cctober.
The pl ace and déte have not/been finalized yet. Please send
Lhe Ove o visw Jorws in as goon as possibide SO we MAYy have SOME
correlati on done efore the mseting. |f you need nore
questionnaires do not hesitste to esk.

~ | have nunbered the areas and.yduld suggest that i
Phipps ‘be responsible for 1, M. .Allen fcr 2, Rev. Sperry for 4,
and Fat her Ducharme for 8. Areas 5,6, and7 were exceptionally
hard to divide so 1 woul d suggest that M. Carney, Father Ebner
and Chi ef Cazon'each consider thensel ves responsible for the
total area to the best of their knowledge and avail abl e resources.
we have already received a pzrtial report on Area 3 from M.
Fi sher.

Yours sincerely,

(Ms. ) Gil Wol,
Secretary to the
N.W.T. Historical

Advi sory Board

i
I
;
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HI STORI CAL. RESOURCES SURVEY

The purposz of this quzstionnaire i S t0 identify as
many sites as possible which have significance in the history
of ths Northwest Territories or Canada as & whol e. The word
“site” does not rnecessarily mesn &n actual SPot on the CrIlfQLmd
but may also me&n & relic, such ¢85 a boat,whose I"ocation 1s
not necessarily part of its significance.

Th= first question and th= site |ocation conprise the
information we must have although in some cases thz answers
m ght be quite vagus. The rest of the questions provide
additional information.

_ The answar to question 1(a) should be taken fromthe
following Iist:

A. Pre-history L. Indian Cultures
2. Eskimo Cul tures

B. History 1. Search for the Northwest Passage
2. Fur-trade Era
3. Mssionary Ere
4. Whaling Era
5. Exploitation of Mineral Resources
6. Evolution of Northern Transportation?
1. Frontier of Governmznt & Evol ution of
Settlenents (includes R.C.M.P.}
8. Recent Indisn Cul ture
9. Recent Eskimo Culture

Thz questions may be suncwered as briefly or as fully
as you Wish. In som= instances single words will b= sufficient.
You may alsc pass these forms on to any one who might bz able
t 0 record other Sites.

QUEST! ONNAI RE

Site Numbar :

1.(a) wnat i S suggested thems category?

(b) wnhat specific event or person is it associated with ?

(c) what physical historical evidence i s present at ths site ?

Wiat is the condition of the remains ? (Gircle one)
Very Goo3 CGood Poo f Very Poor



2. What is the historical significance of this site
(a) in the region ?

(b) in N.W.T. history ?

3. Is there any imediate danger to the site or is it expected
that it will remain unharned for some time yet ?

If site is in danger do you have any suggestions for preservation ?
e.g. Are there any itens which could be renoved to safety ?

Are .waware of the location of any items which might Déve
al ready bzen noved ?

4, Are there any individuals whom we mght. contact for nore
information on this site ?



HISTORICAL RESOURCES SURVEY

The purpose of this guestionnasire is to identify as
many sites as possible which have significance in the history
of the Northwest Territories or Canada as a whole. The word
“site” does not necessarily nmean an actual spot on thz ground _
but msy also m=zn a relic, such as a beat, whose location is
not necessarily part of its significance.

Ths first question and th2 site location conprise the
information we nust have although in some cases thz answers
m ght be quite vague. The rest of the questions provide
addi tional information.

) The answer to question 1(a) should be taken from the
following Ilist:

A Pre--history 1. Indian Culturesi-
2. Eskimo Cul tures
B. History 1. Search for the Northwest Passage
2. Fur-trade Era
3. Mssionary Ere
4, \Whaling Era
5. Exploitation of Mneral Resources
6. Evolution of Northern Transportation
7. Frontier of Government & Evolution of
Settlenents (incluies R.C.M.P.)
8. Recent Indian Culture
9. Recent Eskinmp Culture

Thz questions nmaybe answered as brieflv or as fully
as you wish. 1In som= instances single words will be sufficient.
You may al so_pass these forns on to any one who might b=z able
to record other sites.

QUESTI ONNAI RE

Site Numbar :

1. (a) what i s suggested th=m= category?
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What is the condition Of the remsirs 2 (Circle cne)
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2. Wat is the historical significance of this site
{a) in the region ?
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3. |Is therz any immediate danger to the site or is it expected
that it will remain unharned for sone tine yet ?
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If site |s in danger do you have any suggestions for preservation
e.g. Are there any itens which could be removed to safety ?
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Are you aware of the location of any itens which night have

already been moved ¥
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information on this site ?
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HI STORI CAL RESOURCES SURVEY

The purposz of this questionnaire is to identify as
many sites as possible which have significance in the history
of the Northwest Territories or Canads as a whole. The word
“site” does not necessarily mean an actual spot on thz ground
but may also mezn a relic, ~such as a boat, ose location is
not necessarily part of its significance.

Th= first question and thz site |ocation conprise the
informati on we must have although in some cases th= answers
m ght bs quite vague. The rest of the questions provide
additional information.

) The answer to question 1{(z) should be taken fromthe
following list:

A Pre-history I ndian Cultures ="

Eski m Cul tures

Search for the Northwest Passage

Fur-trade Era

M ssionary Ere

Whal i ng Era

Exploitation of M neral Resources

Evolution of Northern Transportation

Frontier of Governnent & Evolution of
Settlenents (includes R.C.M.P.)

Recent Indian Culture

Recent Eskimp Culture

B. Hstory

©® NogkwNE MR

The questions may be answered as briefly or as fully
as you wish. In som= instances single words will be sufficient.
You may al so pass these forms on to sny one who nmight b= able
to record other sites.

QUEST! ONNAI RE

s e
Site Numbar : /A oz,
L
1. (a) what is suggested them= category?
s {b) What specific event or person is it sssociated with ?
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(c) What physical historical evidencs is present at ths site ?

Wiat is the condition Of the remains ? (Circle one)
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2. What is the historical significance of this site
(a) in the region
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3. Is there any immediate danger to the site or is it expected
that it will remaln unharmod for some timz yet
,L’ \'\‘L Natany
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If site is in danger do you have any suggestions for preservat| on :
e.g. Are there any itenms which could be removed t0o safety ?

Are you aware of the location of any itens which might have
already been moved ?
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4. Are thers any individuals whom we might contact for nore
information on this site 2
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H STORI CAL RESOQURCES SURVEY

. The purposz of this questionnaire is to identify es
many sites as possible which have significance in the history
of th= Northwest Territories or Canada as a whole. The word
“site” does not necessarily mesn an actual spot on ths ground
but may also meen a relic,” such as a boat, whose location i S
not necessarily part of its significance.

Thz first question and thz site |location conprise the
informati on we must have although in some cases thz answers
m ght be quite vague. The rest of the questions provide
add| t | Onal information.

_ The answer to question 1(s) should bs taken from the
following list:

A Pre-history 1. Indian Cultures
2. Eskimo Cul tures

B. History 1. Search for the Northwest Ppassage
2. Fur-trade Era
3. Mssionary Ere
4, Whaling Era _
5. Exploitation of Mneral Resources »~
6. Evolution of Northern Transportation
7. Frontier of Government & Evolution of

Settlenments (incluies R.C.M.P.)

8. Recent 1Indian Culture
9. Recent Eskimo Culture

Th= questions may bes answered as briefly or as fully
as you wish. In somz instances single words will b= sufficient.
You may al so psss these fornms on to any one who mght bz able
t 0 record other Sites.

QUEST! ONNAI RE
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(c) What physical historicsl evidencs is present at th= site
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What is the condition of the remains ? (Circle one)
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2. What is the historical sjgnificance of this site
(a) in the region ?
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3. Is there any immediate danger to the site or is it expected
that it will remain unharmed for some tim= yet ?
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If site is in danger do you have any suggestions for preservation ?

e.g. Are there any items which could be removed to safety ?
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Are you aware of the location of any items which mght have
alreadyv bzen moved ?
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4. Are there any individuals whom we night contact for more
information on this site ?

’ * . .

(U . . i . : y [ \
P T T S P R S
[ S R A VLo TS el et e B st

E e T . B YO
. ‘\ \l v

r - - - 2 3

Lyt ™
T e




HI STORI CAL RESOURCES SURVEY

The purpose of this qusstionnaire is to identify as
many sites as possible which have significance in the history
of the Northwest Territories or Canads as a whole. The word
“site” does not necessarily mean an actual spot on th= ground
but may also mezn a relic, such as a boat, whose location is
not necessarily part of its significance.

The first question and tha site |ocation comprise the
informati on we must have although in some cases thz answers
m ght be quite vague. The rest of the questions provide
additional information.

The answer to question 1(s) should be taken fromthe
following list:

A Pre-history 1. Indian Cul tures
2. Eskimo Cultures
B. History 1. Search for the Northwest Passage
2. Fur-trade Era
3. Mssionary Ere
4, Whsling Era
5. Exploitation of Mneral Resources
6. Evolution of Northern Transportation
7. Frontier of Government & Evolution of
Settlements (includjes R.C.M.P.)
8. Recent Indian Culture
9. Recent Eskimo Culture

Ths questions may be answered as briefly or ss fully
as you Wish. In som= instances single words will bz sufficient.
You mey al so pass these fornms on to any one who night b= able
to record other sites.

QUESTI ONNAI RE
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What is the condition of the remains ? (Circle one)
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PART Il

SUMMARY COMMENTS

Prepared For
DIVISION OF TOURISM
DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY & DEVELOPMENT
GOVERNMENT OF NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
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l. INTRODUCTION

Initially, attention is directed to the significance of the Thematic Approach.
The establishment of a Thematic format is discussed and the present state of

Thematic research together with future requirements are noted in summary fashion.

Site identification is briefly reviewed. In the pocket of the report a map

of exploration routes and significant sites related to various themes is presented.

Theme and site development potentials are discussed. The comments of
Mr. Young are summarized with some additional remarks included at particular

points.

Final ly, a future course of action for research preservation and develop-

ment is explored. The role of TravelArctic in the process is examined.

It is stated categorically that the research completed to date has fallen
below requirements and the results are clearly less than what is needed for
tourist and recreation planning. Admittedly, a substantial amount of progress

has been achieved but addit i o n a { research | ies ahead.

The exploration theme is fairly complete and the basic foundations necessary
for a museum theme exhibit have been laid. Enough has been achieved in relation
to the fur trade and missionary themes in the Mackenzie River area to make a
start with development procedures of a minor nature as a support to tourism and
recreation in this area. This is the most that can be claimed for the work com-

pleted todate.

1. THE THEMATIC APPROACH

1. The Establishment of a Thematic Format

The preparation of a theme and sub-theme format to guide future
research and provide a framework of reference for tourist and recreation

planning presents the essential first step of a future course of action.

As can be readi | y seen from an examination of Part | of the report,
Mr. Young recognizes four major themes, namely, Exploration, Fur Trade,
Missionary and Industrialization. These are essentially the themes decided

upon in discussions preliminary to the execution of his research project.
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His treatment of the sub-themes and the selection of sites, however, is
incomplete. Some of the salient points made by Mr. Young with respect
to these major themes and thei r development prospects wi Il be summarized

subsequent | y.

The Northwest Territories Historical Advisory Board, as noted in
Part Il of the report, have developed a theme format to guide the record-
ing of data in their Historical Resources Survey. Two major themes are
noted, namely, A. - Pre-history, and B. - History. Two sub-themes are
recognized in the former, including Indian and Eskimo Cultures. Nine
sub-themes are identified under the major theme History including Search
for the Northwest Passage, Fur Trade Era, Missionary Era, Whaling
Era, Exploration of Mineral Resources, Evolution of Northern Transport,
Frontier of Government and Evolution of Settlements (includes R. C. M. P. ),

Recent Indian Culture, and finally Recent Eskimo Culture.

In an attempt to consolidate the Schemata of Mr. R. C. Young and that
of the Northwest Territories Historical Advisory Board, the following
outline of themes and sub-themes is offered for consideration. Some
additional inputs made by the author will be readily recognized. A

1]

schemata for the Pre-history has been developed in a separate report.

The field of History can be conveniently classified on the basis of
Themes, Sub-themes, Phases and Topics. The following schemata is
fairly comprehensive in terms of Themes. The major sub-themes are
shown in fairly complete form with the phases somewhat less well defined.
No attempt has been made to define topics such as the Frobisher exped-
itions under Phase 1 of the Sub-Theme Search for a Commercial Nortin-
west Passage or the expeditions of Henry Hudson under Phase 2- Pene-

trating Hudson Bay.

1]

Baker, W. M. - Evaluation of Tourist and Recreation Potentials of the
Archaeological Resources of the Northwest Territories Prepared for
Travel Arctic, March, 1971,



SCHEMATA OF HISTORIC THEMES AND SUB-THEMES

Theme | - Geographic Explorat ion

Determining the extent and configuration of the land and water mass
enlarging the bounds of spatial knowledge - breaking the bounds of geo-

graphic knowledge.

Sub-Theme - Search for _a Commercial Northwest Passage 1 576-i 745

Phase 1

Probing the Eastern Entrance to the Arctic

2 - Penetrating Hudson Bay

Sub-Theme
Phase 1

Fur Trade =ra 1747-1883

Hudson Bay Company Early Era
2 - Hudson Bay and Northwest Company Rival ry

3 - Hudson Bay Company Post 1821 Union

Sub-Theme
Phase 1

British Admiralty EXxpeditions

Approach by Sea
2 - Approach by Land

3 - Franklin Expedition and Subsequent Searches

Sub-Theme
Phase 1

American _and Norwegian Interest

American Explorers

2 - Norwegian Explorers

Sub-Theme

Canadian Sovereignty and Scientific Expeditions

Phase 1 - Overland Exploration

2 - Exploration by Sea

Theme Il - The Fur Trade Era

Sub-Theme - Independent T raders - XY and Northwest Co. penetration

of the Mackenzie Valley

Sub-Theme - Hudson Bay Company essentially after 1821

Theme 11l - The Whaling Era

Theme IV - The Missionary Era

Sub-Theme - The Anglican Church
Sub-Theme - The Roman Catholic Church

Sub-Theme - Other Denominations




Theme V - Scientific Resource EXxploration

Sub-Theme - The Geological Survey of Canada

Sub-Theme - The Mapping and Geographic Survey
Sub-Theme - Botanical Investigations

Sub-Theme - Biological Investigations

Theme VI - Modern Economic and Industrial Development

Sub-Theme - Transportation
Sub-Theme - Mining

There are numerous sub-themes here of which only two have been
identified.

Theme VIl - Frontier Government and Sett lement Evolut ion

Sub-Theme - Law and Order R. C. M. P.

Sub-Theme - Government Education

Theme VIl - Recent Indigenous Cultural Evolution

Sub-Theme - Indian Cultures

Sub-Theme - Eskimo Cultures

The foregoing outline should not be considered as absolute or unalter-
able. Other groupings obviously can be formulated. On the other hand,

it does provide a fairly complete outline that lends itself to expansion by

phase and topic.

2. The Present State of Thematic Research

The work of Mr. Young presented in Part | of this report represents
the bulk of the thematic research completed to date. It represents a

substantial beginning but it is obvious that much remains to be done.

Theme 1 - Exploration

This background study is reasonably complete from the standpoint
of tourist and recreation planning in relation to overview. The broad

pattern has been clearly portrayed and major themes and phases ident-

ified. Topics require further research.

B,



Theme 1l - The Fur Trade =ra

The paper prepared by Mr. Young requires considerable expansion
to encompass the operations of the Hudson Bay Company outside the
Mackenzie Valley. Possibly no more than 50% of the task has been

completed with respect to this theme.

Two courses of action appear to be open to Travel Arctic. A
contract could be made with the Historical Research Section of the
National Historic Sites Service to complete the work required for
this theme. The Northwest Territories Historical Advisory Board

could assume responsibility for the work.

Theme Ill - The Whaling Era

Nothing has been done to date on this important theme. With
direction from Mr. A. Stevenson who is knowledgeable about this
theme responsibility for the task could be vested on either of the

agencies noted in the discussion of Theme Il above.

Theme IV - The Missionary Era

Al | research has been confined by Mr. Young to the Mackenzie Val Icy.
Coverage of the remainder of the Northwest Territories is necessary.
[t is conceivable that this research co 4ld be most effectively comp eted
through contact with church organizat ons who wou I d di rect T rave -
Arctic officials to competent church h storians. Modest financial

assistance may be required.

Theme V - Scientific Resource Exploration

I believe that this theme and the identification of significant sites
can be best developed by the federal government agencies involved in
the work over the years. Some departments and agencies have al ready
prepared histories of various types and the preparation of a synopsis
suitable for tourist planning purposes would not involve much additional
effort. Mr. Young did not probe these possibilities very extensively

during the course of his work.
Three themes remain virtually untouched including;

Theme VI - Modern Economics and Industrial Development




Theme VIl -Frontier Government and Sett lement Evolution

Theme VIl - Recent Indigenous Cultural Evolution

Responsibility in this case should rest with the Northwest Territories

Historical Advisory Board.

The completion of the theme papers obviously involves considerable
work that will stretch over several years. Possibly initial efforts
should be confined to the completion of the Fur Trade, Whaling,

Missionary and Scient fic Exploration Themes.

3. Site ldentification

On the map accompany ng this report the routes of the explorers are
shown. Data were obtained from a variety of sources including in part-
icular the "Atlas of the Northwest Territories Canada'. 1] All route

markings must be considered as rough approximations.

The Related Sites identified by Mr. Young in his paper are all indicated
on the map. An analysis of the questionnaires returned to the Northwest
Territories Historical Advisory Board at the completion of the Historic

Resource Survey should result in a considerable augmentation of sites.

4. Theme and Site Development Potentials

In his paper, Mr. Young has made a number of significant comments
with respect to the development potential of the various themes and their

related sites that deserve summary treatment at this point.

(a) The Exploration Theme

Three elements are associated with any consideration of develop-
ment of this theme as a tourist and recreation asset.

(i) Sites that are the scene of significant events in a particular

expedition or set of explorations. These frequent | y take the form

of landings, cai rn markers and wintering quarters.

1]

Atlas of the Northwest Territories Canada - prepared for the Advisory

Commission on the Development of Government in the Northwest Territories,
Ottawa, 1966.



(ii) Artifacts that represent expendable left behind aftera
trip, including unused or partial Iy used caches, abandoned gear

or misplaced items.

(iii) Records that take the form of journals, maps and charts

brought back to the home base of the expedition.

Several significant problems related to the development of the
theme and its site and object elements as a tourist attraction re-

quire note.

(i) A very high percentage of the significant and represent-
ative sites indicated on the map accompanying this report are in
isolated locations. Of the 36 sites about 25 or 69% are situated
in the Arctic island Archipelago and only four are close to settle-
ments with regular air connections. Those on the mainland are

frequently close to settlements but there are several exceptions.

(i) Many points of landing offer little more in the way of eye
appeal than a cai rn marker, cache, or perhaps a grave. Develop-
ment of such sites would require expensive theme exhibits that

cannot be justified on the basis of current tourist visitation.

(iii) Most of the records in the form of original charts, maps
and journals are deposited in museums and archives outside the

Territories. This seriously hampers the development of Eheme
exhibits within the Northwest Territories.

(iV) The problem of the pillage of the artifacts of sites is a

problem of major importance that is referred to subsequently.

Development of the Exploration Theme for tourism and recreation

purposes could take two major forms.

(i) Theme exhibits could be placed in museums in central
locations. Possibly an exhibit at airports or at points noted
would be effective.

- Arctic Exploration - Frobisher or Resolute theme

exhibits at a central museum in a government administration
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building or airport.
- Mainland Exploration - Theme exhibit in Yel lowknife

museum.

Any theme exhibit should be supported by literature available
for distribution to the tourist. Mimeographed material is satis-
factory. The object is to produce informative text at minimum
cost that cannot be obtained elsewhere. In effect, the distributive

material has both souvenir and informative qualities.

(i) Mimeographed material produced at modest cost could be
prepared for specific sites or developed to support a historic

tour as the need arises.

(b) _The Fur Trade Theme

Mr. Young confines his commentary essentially to activity in
the Mackenzie Val Icy. He notes that there were no Hudson Bay Posts
north of the 60th Parallel of Latitude until 1919. He also makes the

following points of significance for tourism and recreation.

(i) The theme and its associated sites contain the most potential
for development. There is sufficient depth to compensate for any
lack of variety and a vital link with the economic and social history

of the Northwest Territories is involved.

(i) An energetic attempt to determine what remains of posts
shown on the map is requi red and represents a fi rst pr‘ior‘?tyfor‘
action. Possibly the results of the work of the Northwest Terri-

tories Historical Advisory Board will be helpful in this instance.

(iii) Indepth research should be undertaken on each site with

archaeological investigations being essential.

Before any meaningful suggestions can be made in relation to the

objectives of "Overview! the following steps are essential.

(i) Completion of the Fur Trade Theme Paper to cover the
whole of the Northwest Territories;
(ii) On site inspection of remains;

(iii) Selection of one or two key sites for development;

<5
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(iv) Indepth research on the sites with archaeological
investigations;
(v) Preparation of site development plans;

(vi) Site development.

On the basis of research completed to date it would appear that
some of the best development prospects are to be found in the Slave
Delta in the general vicinity of Fort Resolution. Five posts and
forts were established here from the time of the Independent traders
through to the Hudson Bay Company and the modern era. There is
considerable breadth and depth stretching over an 85-year period
for fur trading in this area. In fact; the whole fur trade story of the
Mackenzie drainage system could be exploited from here. Archaeologi-

cal research would probably add depth and interest to the whole story.

At the moment this general area is off the main tourist route but
there is road access to Fort Resolution. If a National Park were
developed on the East Arm of Great Slave Lake and the main road
access were to” run north and east from Fort Smith, this historic
area could be developed and operated as an outlier of the afore-

mentioned National Park.

(c) The Mission Theme

Mr. Young notes the following points with respect to this chapter

in the history of the Territories. .
(i) The theme and its associated sites and objects occupy
an important place in Territorial history. The influence of

the missionaries upon social patterns was enormous.

(i) The National Historic Site Board has a policy not to
commemorate operating churches that wi |llikel y be cent inued
in the Northwest Territories. Development of historic operating
churches in a development program wi i, therefore, depend

largely upon the churches themselves.

(ili) Abandoned structures should be suitably protected and

marked.
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b, Future Procedures

[t is abundantly clear from preceding comment that the analysis of
the tourist and recreation development potentials of the Northwest
Territories is incomplete. It is impossible on the basis of present work
to prepare a recro-tourist use capability classification or to suggest a
real I y meaningful development program of a comprehensive nature. The
map and its supporting text simply reveals concentrations of historicity
that are suggestive of development potential insofar as can be determined
by completed research. Individual potentials at particular points are
shown on the map. Those situated close to settlements might be useful | y
exploited in the development of a total package of tourist attractions for
such cent res. Nothing more can be achieved at this point with the avail-

able information base.

The multiplicity of problems and procedures that lay ahead can be
grouped under these general categories, namely, research, preservation
and development. These are reviewed in summary fashion following

initial comment with respect to the problem of administration.

The major justification for government interest in and public ex-
penditure upon historical resources is to be found in the contribution
that they make to the development of Canadian identity, unity and
nationhood. Benefits accruing to tourism and leisure time activity are
a secondary consideration. Fortunately, their exploitation is frequently

compatible with primary government interests.

Throughout Canada, the primary or fundamental government adminis-
trative organization for historic research, preservation and development
lies outside tourist bureaus and agencies and this holds true in the North-
west Territories. Within territorial administration the primary impetus
for achievement in this field rests with the Northwest Territories
Historical Advisory Board and in the future, to a considerable extent,
with the staff of any new territorial museum. At the federal level re-
sponsibility rests with the National Historic Sites Service. Presumably
the bulk of the initiative for co-operation and co-ordination and the main
exhortation for action wi | | depend upon the efforts of the aforementioned

federal and territorial groups.
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In this situation, TravelArctic with its fundamental focus upon
tourist and outdoor recreation and its interest in historic resources as”
an input to the attainment of policy and program objectives in these fields
occupies a peculiar position. Essentially its role is one of alerting the
historic agencies to tourist and recreation benefits to be deriveu from
various courses of action and exhorting them to take the steps requi red

for the attainment of these opportunities.

The urgent requirements of "Overview!' and the particular set of
administrative arrangements for historic site administration in the
Territories forced TravelArctic to assume a research role that it
may not repeat in the future. The direct contacting of work for historic
research is a case in point. In the years ahead its operations in the

research area will conceivably be of a less direct nature.

The problem of site and resource preservation and maintenance may
however open up an area of new responsibilities for the department of
Industry and Development that could be placed within the Travel Arctic.
administration. T-he department has a substantial field staff throughout
the Northwest’ Territories including regional tourist offices that could
assume responsibilities for this work. The historic agencies do not
have simi lar manpower resources. In effect, the department could be
drawn into the historic field purely on the basis of administrative

practicality.

Serious consideration should be given to placing the whole of the
territorial historic site and museum administration clearly under the
Department of Industry and Development. In this context Travel Arctic

would have a real opportunity to attain its objectives.

The greatest single problem of the moment confronting the Terri-
tories in relation to its historic resources from both the cultural heritage
and the tourist development points of view is unquestionably the attain-
ment of a reasonable federal government commitment to the Territories.
The Territories simply do not possess the funds or technical expertise

required for the tasks that lie ahead. Secondly, an effective mechanism
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for co-operative and co-ordinated action by federal and territorial
agencies on a sustained basis must be evolved. These requirements
can only be met through the development of a master plan for action

agreed upon by both levels of government.

From the standpoint of the needs of T ravel Arctic the following
strategy for future action in relation to research, preservation and

development seems appropriate.

(a) Research Strategy

(i) Completion of Theme Papers

A substantial number of background papers that identify
and summarize the essential historical elements and patterns
associated with the themes, sub-themes, phases and topics
in a manner of use for tourist and recreation planning remain
to be completed. Responsibilities for the execution of this
research should rest with historic research agencies and in
some cases government administrations, such as the Geolog-
ical Survey of Canada. The responsibility of Travel Arctic
should be limited to the preparation of well supported requests
to the appropriated agencies for the completion of the studies
required, the provision of modest financial assistance of such
proves necessary and above al | the clear expression of the
type of results needed. Possibly the needs of Travel A}r‘ctic
can be best presented to outside agencies by the Northwest

Territories Historical Advisory Board.

It is clear that the Research Division of the National

Historic Sites Service must play a key role in this research

effort, completing much of the work and co-ordinating the inputs

of other federal agencies. The aforementioned role of Travel-
Arctic is based upon the premise that there will be an historic
sites administration in the Territories capable of servicing the
needs of T ravel Arctic. If such is not the case, then the role

of Travel Arctic must be more broad and dynamic.
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It is important to note that this work cannot be accomplished
overnight. One is tempted to state that the more significant -
themes should be tackled first and there is an element of truth
in such a recommendat ion. On the other hand, progress will
be dictated to a large extent by the availability of information
and informed persons and agencies ready and wi | ling to con-
tribute. The latter aspect wi {| probably dictate the course of

research to a considerable extent.

(ii) The Identification and Mapping of Sites Related to Themes

Data inputs wi | | come from those preparing theme papers
and the results of the Historic Resources Survey launched by
the Northwest Territories Historical Advisory Board.

(itli) The Evaluation of Thematic Research and Site Mapping
in_Relation to Tourism and Recreation

This work, which should be executed by Travel Arctic,
would represent an evaluation solely on the basis of document-
ary evidence. Content rat ions of potential shou | d become ap-
parent and site significance emerge. The research will pro-
vide a guide to the identification of sites and areas requiring
field inspection and archaeological research noted subsequently.
There should be material available for the preparation of book-
lets for distribution to tourists and guidelines for the modest
development of some sites in strategic locations. Finally,
there should be a factual foundation for the assignment of
federal and territorial responsibilities for preservation and

development.

(iv) The Evaluation of Site Quality

This will involve field inspection, a task that could be
readily effected by the various field offices of the Department
of Industry and Development.

Archaeological investigations conducted by federal
agencies will probably be involved in many cases, particularly

where development is desired.
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(b) Site and Object Preservation
The preservation of sites and the retention of the historic objects

of the Northwest Territories is clearly the most pressing administrative
problem of the moment. With increased economic activity in the north
particularly in mineral exploration, and to some extent tourist influx,
the protection of buildings and objects is a major concern. The cost of
an adequate program of protection is clearly beyond the financial
capacity of the territorial government. As a minimum the federal
government must assume responsibility for those things considered to
be of national importance. This is simply part of the public costs of
northern development. The mere enactment of general legislation and
regulat ions wi | | not suffice. Crucial site designation and enforcement
of regulations are necessary. Probably the CO | lection of key objects

at cent ral points for later use in development projects will be necessary.

The field staff of the Department of Industry and Development prob-
ably could be effectively integrated into a program for site and object

preservation.

(c) Site Development

The current limited tourist and recreation activity volumes and
future expectations clearly indicate that the extensive development
costs, that assuredly will be involved, cannot be balanced by economic
benefits. In brief, the latent potentials of the historic resoupces can-
not be marketed in sufficient quantities to yield dollar benefits commen-
surate with development and operating costs. Benefits however, must
be considered in broader terms than tourism and recreation for, as
stated previously, a significant portion of the cultural heritage is at

stake.

The best development opportunities in a cost benefit evaluation
related to tourism are in the larger communities and nodal communication
points. In many cases, museum development with Thematic displays
seems the logical course of action ‘o adopt. In other cases markers,
monuments and site displays, involving modest capital and operating

budgets, seem feasible.

S
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In accordance with stipulated policy statements of the National
Historic Sites Service many of the historic resources of the
Territories could be designated as being of national significance.
Such sites form part of the national heritage and hence their pre-
servation and development is clearly a federal responsibility. In
effect, the Territories should not and must not attempt to handle
everything. It is equally obvious, however, that there are sites
of mainly territorial significance. The development of these cou Id

be handled by the territorial government.
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