


Summary Report

Park and Trail Development
Master Plan

Coppermine

prepared for:

e&h
Northwest

Territories Economic Development and Tourism

Jamry, 1989

prepared by:

EDA COLLABO RATIVE IN(2



EDA COLLABORATIVE INC.
Lundscape  Architecture. Urban  Desi~ns Environmental Planning” Tourism Design

10532110 S!reet, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T5H 3C5

Tel. (403)  423-4990 Fax (403) 426-0659

January 17, 1989

File: E8073

Mr. Joe Ohokannoak
Regional Tourism Officer
Economic Development and Tourism
Government of the Northwest Territories
BOX 78
Cambridge Bay, Northwest Territories
XOE OCO

Dear Sir:

Re: Park and Trail Development Master Plan
Coppermine, Northwest Territories

We are pleased to submit herein our observations and recommendations for the
development of a Park and Trail Development Master Plan for Copperrnine. This
study’s intent is to provide a plan which can guide tourism and park upgrading
efforts over the next five years. The plan is specifically facility oriented
and would complement the ongoing need for promotional programming.

When im lemented the plan would see the establishment of two new Territorial
EParks wit in the Hamlet boundaries. The first would offer both u graded day use

Eand campsite opportunities at the existing community par . The second
recognizes the significance of Bloody Falls as a landscape and historical
feature by creating a new park centered on the falls.

Indirectly related to these park improvement programs are the plan’s
recommendations for information and interpretive facilities. Included are plans
for information improvements at the airport Coppermine  Im, interpretive walking
tours and hikes and a unique community exhibit program. Increased visitor
awareness of the area’s tourist opportunities, natural history and culture are
the main themes of these improvements.

We wish to thank Economic Development and Tourism for the opportunity to assist
you in this important regional plan.
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1.0 INTRODUCI’ION

This Park and Trail Development Master Plan is an out~owth  of the Arctic ‘
Coast Destination Zone Tourism Development and Marketing Strategy completed
in 1985. That study identified specific development opportunities for
Coppermine  which were incorporate in some manner, into the terms of
reference for the current study, namely:

Cop~ermine area interpretive exhibit
;: Arctic coastal tours,
3. Coppermine River and Community tours,
4. excursions to the Tree/Richardson rivers,
5. Hudson’s Bay interpretive exhibit and tours to Bernard Harbour, and
6. upgrading of the Coppermine Inn plus provisions of seasonal

accommodation.

1.1 Purpose and Scope of Study

The Department of Economic Development and Tourism required a Tourism and
Parks Plan for the community. Certain development opportunities,
identified in the 1985 study, were selected for study based on the belief
that these o~portunities, if implemented  would improve the park and
tourism facilities. They are:

upgrading of community day use area
;:
3.

primitive campsite development at Bloody F*
Coppermine community tour, and

4. information facility(s).

l%e plan provides a framework in which a detailed program for each
opportunity is identified. The result is an overall park and trail
strategy for Coppermine.

12 RegionaJ Setting

Coppermi.ne, located on the Arctic coast at the mouth of the Cop ermine
$River, was formally established in 1927 as a trading post for the udson’s

Bay Company. With a population of 888 people- it is the second largest
community in the Kitikmeot Region.

The community is seined by a hotel with dining facilities, the Bay and
Co-0p store$ ostal service, an R.C.M.P. detachment and hospital/nursing
Statiom Loc# outfitters provide
fishing trips or wildlife tours.

seMces to visitors interested in
The. local Hunters and Trappers

Assomation offers musko~ caribou and
P

Y sport hunts. The Copperrnine
River also attracts numerous canoeists an tourists each year.

Coppermillc Introduction Page 1
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13 Detailed Documentation

More background information for this study may be found at the end of this
report in the following appendices:

~ ~t o f  Contac@
urmmuy Repo@

C Historical Summaries,
D Market Analysis,
E Co~perm.ine,  Our Tow and
F Or@al Copperrnine Community Park.

Coppermine Introduction Page 2
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2.0 DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY

2.1 Viitor Anal@s

In the sumrner of 1986, 1159 people visited the Arctic coast and spent $2.2
million there. These figures constitute a triplin

E
in visitation from

1984. Coppermine  itself received 253 visitors, alf of whom were
traveling on business - fishin and hunting were the primary pursuits of
nearly all of the other half. l%e average length of stay for a visitor in
the Coppermine  area is nearly 12 nights according to territorial tourism
statistics, although local officials and businessmen estiarnte the average
to be less than half that. Aside from business, hunting and fishing, the
most common activities Coppermine visitors took part in were boating,
touring photography or sketching and camping. Copperrnine is nearly twice
as popular a vacation destination as Holrnan and Cambridge Ba . Generally,
threequarters of visitors to the Arctic coast are men and deir average
age is 39- two-thirds of them come born Alberta Yellowknife and the USA
and they spend about $1800 each while they are there. There is virtually
no family visitation to the Arctic.

If development of facilities and interpretation at Coppermine is to
interest and involve the average visitor, it should most certainly ap eal

ito a middle-aged businessman traveling without his family, spending a out
two weeks in the area. Although hunters and anglers account for almost all
other visitors, Renewable Resource officers at Coppermine say that
virtually no hunters spend more than one night in tow referring to get
out of the community and hunt for all of the period Jey spend there.
Anglers, on the other han~  tend to en”oy learning about the community and

dtake an interest in many activities other an fishing.

As for the future, discemable trends in tourism point to a steady growth
in the numbers of visitors to the Coppermine area There has been a sharp
increase in the proportion of tourists looking for cultural and educational
experiences and requesting special

?
travel products such as wilderness

river rafting and canoeing views o natural environments and chances to
learn about other cultures.

Clearly, tourism development at Copperrnine must provide for the needs and
interests of present and future visitors. To meet this demand, such
development must provide accommodation suitable for different

P
es of

visitors - the private sector now provides accommodation for unters,
anglers and business travelers and may be expected to keep pace with
demand. However, public sector development of camping accommodation for
boaters and hikers is required in locations dictated by need.

In additio~  interpretation of the natural and
Co permine area will satis~ demand for learning

{an provide a range of interestin ~ursuits for
!business travelers spending a re atwely large

evenings and weekends in the community.

human history of the
opportunities by visitors
the large

1?
roportion of

number o unoccupied

Coppermine Development Strategy Page 3



The visitor analysis has already shown where the interests of resent
!visitors lie and what the interests of future visitors are likely to e. An *

interest in the natural environment and the native culture of the area
predominates. We should accommodate those interests by interpreting these
subjects in and around the community. Interpretation goes beyond the
provision of basic information. It helps visitors share a feeling for the
Arctic coas~ its people and life above the Arctic Circle. It should also
heighten the sense of adventure visitors have when they arrive at
Copperrnine. For most of these visitors, crossing the Arctic Circle and
venturing north of treeline are exciting elements of the first phase of a
visit. Their curiosi

1
about the Arctic environment soon extends itself to

2
include curiosi a out how people have been able to survive there -
historically an in the present. We should work with those visitor
interests m the communications media we develop by emphasizing the Arctic
environment and its impact on life.

We can best accomplish this by spreading our messages and our developments
throughout the community rather than clustering it all in a central
location.

2.3 Reposed Visitor Experience

Based upon our analysis of visitors, the scope of this projeq the views
of community members, the stories to be told and the unique physical
characteristics of Copperrnine and the surrounding are% we have constructed
the following development scenario seen from the msitor’s point of view.

Visitors arrive in Cop ermine two major ways: by air and by river. River
?traffic now accounts or perhaps a tlurd of tourism in the area although

significant future increases m visitation will Iikel
L

be due to air
travel. River users tend to arrive in the hamlet by ating to the west
end where they beach their craft and often make camp. Air travelers
arrive at the airport to the west of the community. In both cases,
visitors enter the hamlet from the west end.

Visitors who arrive by air will be greeted at the terminal by an Arctic
Theme Dis lay (3.4.1). From this, visitors will get an overview of what to
expect in $e community and the surrounding environment and will get a
mental picture of the layout of the hamlet and its relationship

l-’
to the

Arctic coast and the Copperrnine River. In additiorq a number o features
around the central arctic region will be highlighted.

Nearly all visito~ re ardless of how they reach the harnle~ drop into the
fCop mine Inn ear y in their stay. MOSG in fa~ are guests in the

Thote . As the structure is located at a key spot on the west side of the
hamle~ it is an ideal location for the Information/Orientation Exhibit
(3.4.2) to give visitors a good idea of what there is to see and do in the
area. In additio~  visitors may pick up a copy of the Copperrnine Visitor
Orientation Pamphlet (3.3.1) at the inn if they have not already done so at
the airport.

Copperminc Development Strategy Page 4
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The west end of the hamlet is also an excellent place to begin the
Communi Tour and Hikes (3.3). Along the route which proceeds east along

2the wate on~ south above the river and west back through the middle of
the hamle~ visitors will see places of historic and natural interest
interpreted through signs, displays and exhibits. Signs outlpe sto~es
related to the earl Northwest Mounted Police, Roman Cathohc Misslo~

dgovernment dock  udson’s Bay Company, Masonic plaque, Anglican Mission,
Cop~errnine River, power and water supply, Pentecostal Missiou and the
phywa.1 S~OUlldi.llgS.

Feature exhibits delve into some of these stories more dee ly. A feature
exhibit at the Co-op about earl history, first peoples, iuit life, and
crafts (4.2 copper People Exhi~it) will help visitors understand the
traditional relationship between man and the Arctic environment. Another
feature exhibit (4.1 Arctic Tundra Exhibit) in the government building will
deal with tundra and marine natural communities in the Copperrnine area and
will highlight the Department of Renewable Resources’ work in managing
resources locally.

So much more can be told about the natural and human history of the area
than can be conveyed in a few signs and exhibits. In order to reveal the
kind of detail visitors show so much interest @ we encourage the
development of community-sponsored displays (3.4.2 Community Exhibits)
which can go into special stories at greater len . We recommend areas

Passociated with the RCMP, all three churches, the udson’s Bay, the Chamber
of Commerce, and the Hunters and Tra pers Association be developed to show
visitors a little more about the sid“ cance of each in Coppermine. While
such displays will vary in content  size, presentation style, hours and
operating conditions, they can contribute immensely to the character and
value of the walking tour.

The tundra and the unusual nature of the relationship between the people
and this land cannot be fully appreciated by visitors without traveling,
even for a short distance, outside the hamlet. Hardier visitors may wish
to make day-hikes to Bloody Fall or west along the coast and back.. Peo@e
who enjoy a casual stroll or who aren’t up to a full blown hike wll enjoy
a visit to one of the lakes behind the hamle~

Visitors to Bloody Fall who come down the river and porta e around the
ffalls, probably camping there on their last night be ore reachin

Coppermine, will find an im roved cam site and an on-site exhibit (3.
! 8

!
Bloody Fall Campground and igns) near e campsite above the fWs on the
west side of the river. The exhibit will deal with the histo~  of the
falls themselves and the incident which gave them their name. The falls
~w~~su ested as a good destination for a day hike born the community

. !%rloeists also require improved campin$ facilities along the
shore at Coppermine and we have made

{
rovislon in this plan for

improvements to the community park to fulfi this need (3.1 Community
Park).

Stil~ more should be said about the Arctic environment around Copperrnine;
ye~ it would be inappropriate to erect on-site exhibits all over the
tundra to point out important features. Instead  we pro ose a guide to the

Etundra (4. Arctic Tundra Exploration Guide) be pub “shed to deal with

Coppermine Development Strategy Page 5



these subjects and to point visitors to the trails and activities of the
area. The guide will also be en”o ed and retained as a souvenir by
visitors who travel up to Bloody &d1 or across to the islands or farther
by boat. These activities will, in fam be encouraged in the guide as $
ways to see as much of the area as possible.

Every visitor to Co~permine should encounter a community host during their
visit (3.5 Cornmumty Host). The hos~ hired within the community, should
be able to provide

i
ersonal tours of the hamlet and surrounding area and

refer visitors to the ot er things to do while they visit Copperrnine.

The basic visitor experience in Coppermine will be enhanced greatly with
the develo ments we recommend here. They will augment personal semices

fnow provi ed by local businessmen and residents and will especially enhance
opportunities for visitors to enjoy the community and the outlying area on
their own. In either case, whether visitors are “ded or self-guiding,

Pthe will come to appreciate the special character o Coppermine, and they
J choose to stay longer and return more often to a place they have
enjoyed learning so much about.

24 Social and Economic Impacts

While a detailed socio-economic impact study did not form part of this
proje@ several influences of reposed developments on the people and the

/economy of Coppermine shoul be noted.

Firs~ the interpretive develo ments will be of significant benefit to the
c1peo le of Co permine regar ess of the benefits to tourism. Much of the

tractional cu?ture and way of life of northern peoples has disappeared in
recent history - the Copper People exhibi~ in particular, offers the
opportunity to present aspects of culture and lifestyle in a lively, three-
dunensional way which adults in the community can show their children and
which the school can use in cultural education. Similarly, the other media
have the potential to serve the community as beneficially as they will
seine visitors. They should become a source of knowledge and pride for
Coppermine.

Second the impact of increased visitation and longer visits on the social
fabric of the community should be considered in planning the implementation
of the tourism plan for Coppermine. Both the potential stress of increased
numbers of visitors and the rate of that increase over time should be taken
into account

The economic impact of these developments on Co~permine will depend
primarily on what economic activities the comrrnuuty  will engage in to
accommodate the tourists. At presenq the major economic activities of the
community are handicrafts and carving t r a  ping sealing fishing huntin$,

rand oil and gas exploration. Clearly, deve opments recommended in tlus
study will enhance handicraft and carving sales at the Co-op and will have
an redirect impact on fishin and hunting as activities many visitors will

iengage im The effect of t e combined basic and further develo ment
cl’projects will be to first extend the average length of a visit by a ay or

more and second  as improved facilities and activities become know bring
more visitors to the area. Economic impacts will be felt only to the

Coppermine Development Strategy Page 6



extent that tourists have an opportunity to spend money in the community.
The challenge will be for the private sector to develop facilities and
activities to take advantage of the economic opportunities as they
inevitably increase.

25 Development Priorities

We have divided the developments outlined in this report into those which
should be implemented to provide a minimum level of semice to visitors and
those which will add significant

J
to the quality of the visitor

experience.  The first  group of evelopmen~  referred to as Basic
Developments and examined m section 3.0, should be ursued to completion
as soon as possible in the order of priority listez in this report. The
second group, referred to as Further Development% will require a greater
level of research and planning but are the lands of developments that will
not only enhance visitor experiences significantly but will attract new
visitors to Copperrnine, contnbute to visitors’ decisions to stay longer in
the area and encourage visitors to returm

The basic developments group and the further developments group are of
roughly equal cost and could be implemented on a phased basis, providing
for consistent development over a period of time. It is im ortant to note,

fthem that the orientation material recommended here shoul be designed to
be more flexible than usual so that they may be changed easdy and
inexpensively as new developments are completed. For example, the
orientation amphlet (3.3.1) and the orientation displa

f r
(3.4.2) may show

the range o basic developments when first implement but will have to be
altered to show the complement of further development when it comes on
stream later.

2.6 Basic Development Phasing and Gsts

The following two charts examine the basic development projects in greater
detail, showing the range of estimated costs and a proposed unplementation
timetable. Costs for further development projects can be found in Section
~vo~vedan greater detail labour project phases and personnel to be

.

Coppermine Development Strategy Page 7
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3.0 BASIC DEVEDPMENT

3.1 Cornmunity Park (Figure 2 & 3)

The park are% identified by community residents, is located at water’s
edge, adjacent to the main airport roadway. As the first develo ed site

[that one passes coming from the airport mto the community, t e park
provides an ideal setting for an up aded entry treatment and although it

%does not provide an easily accessl le park for community residents, its
separation would be seen as a benefit to campers and canoeists wishing
prwacy.

Proposed Program

In light of the above, we propose that the existing community park be
upgraded to include a general day use area and separate tourist campground
area. Specific upgrading elements include:

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

remove existing ball diamond and develop 5 campsites large enough to
accommodate an activity area and a tenting area (+ 60 xn2)
provide concrete-based picnic tables for each activity area
provide raised timber tent pads complete with tie down loops and chains
construct a wind protection berm on the shoreline side of the campsites
(minimum of 1.2 m high)
construct a combination campground shelter/outhouse and potable water
source tank as one structure
construct a new central service road to access both the campsite area and
day use area
provide 4 picnic tables and a level tiee play area in the day-use portion
of the park
install identification and regulatory signs
desimate  oDen sDace area as a communitv mrk in order to take advantage
of T~rritori~  funding oppor tun i t ies  ‘ ‘

w

3.2 Bloody Fall Gmpgrmmd  and Signs @@re 4)

The falls, located within the present Hamlet control boundaries, is a
current and traditional camping and fishing area. The area is used for and
intensive fishing for Arctic char and it is the usual last overnight camp
of canoeists and rafters on the Cop~errnine River, before they reach the
harnle~ A portage and random campsite are located on the north side of the
falls where the bank forms a relatively level plateau compared with the
opposite side which rises considerably higher, forming steep cliffs. The
cam site contains about five sites, within a cleared area surrounded by low

{Shru s.

Bloody Fall is an important archaeological site with evidence of four
occu ations dating back to pre-Dorset cultures. Extensive development at

1?the ails is opposed by numerous groups including Renewable Resources, HTA
and Museum of Civilization.

Copperminc Basic Development Page 8
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The Coppermine River has been far more popular with canoeists in the past
but many now seek more challenging rivers. Of those who continue to use
the river, there are two basic types: those who travel with experienced
guides as part of a package tour and those who make their own travel
arrangements. There is greater potential for visitation to the falls from
the population who reach Coppermine by air. Tours to the falls are
presently offered by local outfitters, via boat, and these could be
expanded and better publicized. Hiking time to Bloody Fall from
Coppermine, is about five hours and it would make an excellent trip across
the tundra for hikers interested in the natural environment. Hikers could
make a day trip of the outing or could camp at the falls. Although there
is a well used track to the falls from Copperrnine, few visitors now make
the journey, likely due to a lack of promotion and a lack of information
about what can be seen along the way and at the site.

~-—- — .-.
.. L*+:-’  ‘ ---- — - -
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Proposed ~0~~

Upgrade the existing
plan in conjunction
interpretation plan
elements include:

campsite area and develop a coordinated interpretive
with the community plan. A key feature of the
will be an on-site exhibit. Specific upgrading

- construct an enlarged campsite area adjacent the portage trail in the
vicinity of the existing campsite

- given existing and projected use by river users, five or six cleared
campsites should be provided in a new separate area which would be
entered by a new access trail off the main portage route
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two fire rings and two picnic tables should be installed together with a
single privy (honey bucket) in a food preparation area separate from the
tenting area
install directional signs at both trail heads of the portage and at the
cam site access trail

icon uct a detailed archaeological sumey of the campsite area prior to
development
designate the Bloody Fall area as an Outdoor Recreation Park to take
advantage of territorial finding opportunities
designate a

J
ark boundary that includes the entire falls area and river

islands 4.68 g (refer to attached plan) Bloody Fall On-site Exhibit
to be located near the campsite with a commanding view of the falls and
the island down-river
two or three signs of same style as the community walking tour (3.6) will
be required
text and

1?
aphics will deal with historical significance of site and

events whic occurred there
no specific mention of archaeological resources existing nearby should be
made in order to preseme them

3 3  CmnmunityTour  and Hikes (Figure 5 & 6)

Tour
The rationale for a community walking tour and area hikes is outlined in
2.3, Visitor Experience. The communi

!
tour will link many locations

throughout the hamlet and the surroun in area Each stop on the tour
i(about 12 to begin with) will be marked wit a small sign containing one or

two photographs and not more than 100 words of text. Visitors may be
guided on a personal tour by the community host (3.1), or may guide
themselves by means of the pamphlet (3.3) and signs.

“ fAB2A +ilhkdlt(tim
.
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The route will begin at the west end of the hamlet on the waterfront,
proceed east along the waterfront to a view of the Coppermine River and ,
return through the hamlet to finish at the government building. Stops
along the route may include:
. northwest mounted police site,
- Roman Catholic missio~
- government dock
- original Hudson’s Bay site,
- Mason’s plaque,
- Anglican missio~
- Copperm@e River mouth on-site exhibit (existing)
- Coppermme River on-site exhibit (new, to look upriver),

- Pentecostal Churc&
- Coppermine  Coop and Copper People Exhibit (4.2),
- Hunters and Trappers Association office,
- overnment office and Arctic Tundra Exhibit (4.3), and

E- opperrnine Inn and Information/orientation Exhibit (3.3)

In addition to the Community Tour, three area hikes have been recommended
and described in the comrnuni s visitor guide. Although weather

rconditions prevented invento~  of t ese trails, they would appear to offer
tourists a ood selection of landscape e

& T
riences. Existing use of these

trails is o- although all are used y local residents for hiking or
AT.V. use.
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Two major recommendations are made to upgrade these trails. Firs~ a
detailed hiking guide should be produced indicating trail locatio~  length
and natural history features in the area of the hike (3.3.1). The second
recommendation is that an improved signage and trail marker system be
developed to complement the trail guide. Trail head signage should be
installed indicating the start of a trail and rock carins or inukshuks be
constructed at regular intervals along the trail indicating the trail
location.  All the trails should also be named to aid m c o m m o n
identification.

Historic Building Evaluation
As the two oldest structures still on their original site, the old Ba
building and the Anglican mission deseme recognition in any overai
community interpretation plan. Both buildings serve a useful purpose, are
well maintained and have not been abandoned. The old Bay building remains
essentially unchanged from the time it was buil~ requiring only exterior
painting and new roofkg to restore it to its near original condition. The
addition of an identification sign, possibly above the door, with the
building’s name and date, would complete the proposed restoration.

The Anglican mission has changed much more in appearance from its original
condition (refer to photographs). The building is used as a residence and
would require extensive renovation both on the interior and the exterior to
restore it. Given these conditions, it is recommended that restoration not
be pursued until such time as the building is no longer useful. Instead,
the building should be identified and its history and significance
explained as part of the community tour.
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33.1

3.4

3.4.1

Visitor Orientation Pamphlet

This pam@let  will be similar to the one now produced for Coppermine and
will be gwen away at visitor rece@on areas throughout the communi . It
will contain at least a map shown

&
?the community tour and hikes 3.6),

photos of tundra and outlying islan , photos of suggested activities and a
minimum of text.

Information/Interpretive Facilities

Arctic Theme Display

The rationale for this display is outlined in 23 Visitor Experience. The
most important purposes of this display are to create a sense of arrival
and anticipation among visitors reaching Coppermine  by air, and heighten
their mtural  interest in the tundra emnronment and things to see and do
in the Coppermine area The main characteristics of the display will be:
.
.

.

located in air terminal
occupies wall space only
presents a large, flat colourful, wall-mounted Coppermine orientation
map
uses poster-size photos and photo collages to suggest and summtie major
tundra messages
suggests other places to see tundra and experience the Arctic

—

-- ~—— .-——.

./+

/’ ●

●

-EZ5W’”
\\-
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3.4.2 Information/Orientation Exhiiit

This exhibit should be located at the Cotmerm.ine  Inn for the reasons ‘
outlined in 2.3, Visitor

9
rience. The ‘ ~evelopment will require an

addition to the existing inn uilding.  The exhibit should feature a three-
dimensional relief model of the Co permine area including Coppermine, the
Coppermine River from Bloody Fal to the hamleq the walking trails in the
area and near islands. Lar e photographs should depict things to do and
should show the area in all seasons, featuring the hamlet  the tundra and
the people as much as possible. A ortion of the exhibit will deal with

!other tourism opportunities throughout t e kitikmeot region.

/

IA
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3 . 4 3  Commuxsi~ Exhibits

I

These community-sponsored displays and exhibits will be located at various
/’

/

sites at the discretion of the community. Community ~oups and businesses
should be encouraged to develop displays about the lustory and significance
of their institutions and sites. Such displays would remain under the
control of the groups developing them especially with regard to such
matters as method of viewing by the public and hours of operation. Such
groups as the churches local businesses, the Hunters and Trappers
Association and others could prepare excellent displays of interest to
tourists.

These displays should be encouraged through the provision of a $2,000 grant
for each

f
oup submitting an acceptable plm Consultative assistance in

pl*% esigning and reducing the displa should be available from the
territorial government Jthough any financial!commitment need not exceed
the grant.

Coppermine Basic Development Page 16

-., — . .= .—



3 5  c om.munity Host

Development of upgraded park and information facilities in Coppermine will ,
create tasks which require person/people to carry them out. The community

f
ark for example, requires a person to maintain sites equipment and
acilities, enforce park regulations and record park usage. A person will

be required to maintain the Bloody Fall campsite, greet visitors to the
community, conduct community tours, provide tourism information about
Coppermine  as well as other Arctic Coast communities, help visitors book
trips with local outfitters and keep visitation statistics for Coppermine.

The position of community host would be summer employment but a trainin
eriod of a week at the beginning of each s

$
fummer should be provide .

raining in visitor reception and interpretation techniques is available
from such or~anizations  as Interpretation Canada and government tourism
agencies at regional workshops in the spring of each year.

. .
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4.0 FURTHER DE~PMENT

While the preceding sectio~ 3.0, deals with a basic level of development ‘
needed to orient visitors to Coppermine, provide them with information
about things to see and do, and get them out and about in the are% further
development will be required in order to interpret the natural and human
history of the are% thereby providing visitors with a deeper and more
satisfying experience with the Arctic tundra and its people. The following
developments should accomplish these goals within a reasonable budget and
development timetable. -

4.1 Arctic Tundra Exhiiit

This exhibi~ outlined first in 2.3 Visitor
visitors with the tundra and its living
characteristics of the exhibit are as follows:

Experience, will acquaint
communities. The key

.

.

.

.

.

to be located in the Kmblic building DerhaDS in the fever between the
Renewable Resources ~d hamlet offic~s’ ‘

d

will likely require a significant rearrangement of office space on first
floor of existing buildin but will re tie no new construction

% %will feature a mounte adult mus ox in a central location in the exhibit
and will also emplo

1
the grizzly and albino caribou skins as well as

other mounts now on is lay at the Renewable Resources office
[will emphasize the c aracter of the Arctic tundra and the marine

environmen~ and the living communities found in the Copperrnine  area
will also depict current resource studies such as caribou migration
undertaken by the Renewable Resource staff in a manner similar to what
the staff now displays
opportunities to view tundra and marine communities should be shown
non-consumptive resource activities should be given as much or more
emphasis as hunting and fishing in order to encourage sustainable tourism
development
estimated prelkinary cost: $65,000-$90,000

42 Copper People Exhiiit

A ma”or effort should be made to interpret the heritage of
iand s ow the links between people and the environment and

ad the presen t  so  tha t  wsitors to the north leave

the Copper Inuit
between the past

with a better
understan~g of the environmental, social and cultural roots of modern
life on the Arctic Coast  The following are some highlights of the
proposed exhibit:

. .

- to be located at the Copperrnine Co-op
- ma require modifications and an addition to the existing Coop building
-d feature a full-scale reconstruction of all or part of a ThuIe stone

and wood house of the kind found at Bloody Fall
- re reductions of native copper tools and the appurtenances of daily life
d surround and fill the house, suggesting that the builders were
nearly finished and they were starting to use the structure for shelter

Coppermine Further Development Page 18



- dis la mounted on walls of exhibit room and on shelves or low tables
Jreal with the story of the succession of cultures in the area and
life on the tundra before white men arrived

- i f
r

ssible, a dis lay about the working of native crafts should be
Linc uded to make a “ between the exhibit and the Coop’s sales area

- estimated prelimhary  cost: $225,000-$275,000
z

43 Tundra Exploration Guide &

Visitors will be eager to identi@ plants, animals and landforrns they see
in the area and a guide to the most rominent of these can sewe as a

Yfirst-rate medium for inte~reting  the arger story of life in the tundra,
the conditions supporting 14 the interdependence of s ecies and man’s

rrelationship to the environment. Some ideas for the deve opment of such a
guide follow:
.
.

.

.

.

.

.

to be sold at visitor reception areas throughout the community
magazine forrna~ full colour, about 40 to 50 per cent photographic
conten~ likely about 7000 to 10,000 words of text
suggested retail $9.95 to $14.95 depending upon wholesale arrangements
ovexview of interaction between landscape, climate and life
landscape: what distinguishes i~ how it got to be what it is (bedrock
forrnatio~ depositio~ erosion)
climate
life in the Arctic:

&
rehistoric (warmer times, more recent times),

tundra communities lants, bir~ marnmalq fish insec ts  and  o ther
anirn~ marine communities), native use (historic and modem)

“de to Co ermine: hiking trails, hunting  fishing other activities
r {[ote: this pu “cation could be made less specific to Coppermine, could
be broadened to include the entire Arctic Coast and be marketed by the
Arctic Coast Tourist Association at outlets across the coast and in
Yellowknife and such key southern air travel gateways to the north as
Edmonton and Montreal
estimated preliminmy cost: $25,000-$35,000

Coppermine Further Development Page 19
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5.0 IMPLEMENTATION

5.1 Capital Cat Estimates ,

This Master Plan study is a conceptual level plarming exercise which has a
number of open-ended prograrnmatic elements. The nature of the study and
pro osed pro am are now well suited to the development of a detailed cost

af’ev uation. 1?o do this convincingly, a more detailed level of design is
required.

For these reasons, the cost estimate is preliminary and indicates only a
level of magnitude for the u ~ading  com nents. Each estimate provides a
range of cost from low to L Ygh. It is fe t that this method of expressing
project costs more closely reflects the realities of a tender process where
a range of bids can be submitted on a given projeti

In additio~  some inte retive presentations will vary significantly in
Tcost accordin$ to final esign considerations. For example, the Copper

People Exhibit calls for the construction of a Thule-Style  stone house -
this mi@ be an entire, full scale repli~ only a rtion of one, a model
or a chorama r- the final decision about manner o presentation will affect
not only the cost of the display but the floor space re tied and the
structure of the hall. To a large exten~ decisions about Lal costs can
be made well before implementation

III the following ch~ projects and their estimated costs are listed in
order of their priority. Priorities have been assigned according to the
immediacy of wsitor need and the level of service each project will
provide. All costs have been rounded to the nearest thousand for
estimating purposes.

52 Project Estimates and priorities

A Basic Development

1 Community Host

2 Community Exhibits $10,000-20,000

3 Information/Orientation Display 130,000-180,000

4 Community Park 80,000-100,000

5 Community Tour/Hikes 100,000-120,000

6 Bloody Fall Campsite 40,000-60,000

7 Arctic Theme Display 20.000 . 30.000

Subtotal, Basic Development $380,000-$510,000
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B. Further Development

Priority Project Capital Cost
Estimate

8 Arctic Tundra Exhibit $100,000-85,000

9 Copper People Exhibit 300,000-250,000

10 Tundra Guide 25.000 . 35.QQQ

Subtotal $360,000-$435,000

lvrAL $740#00 - W45,000

The following is a summary of the activities required as part of each project.

A Basic Development

2. Community Exhibit Program at Various Locations in Coppermine -
A*

i) establish a reserve fund that would
schoo~ churches or local businesses
their own exhibits.

Total cost of reseme fund

allow community groups, the
the opportunity to construct

$10,OOO to $20,000

3. Information/Orientation Display at Coppermine Inn

i) construct a 20 m2 addition to the existing Coppermine Inn
ii) supply and install a three-dimensional relief model of the

Copperrnine area
iii) supply poster-size photo’s of area features and events
iv) construct pamphlet dispenser to hold various information/promotion

guides
v) supply and install tihings including work station for community

host
vi) supply and install exterior identification sign

Total cost including contingency and design fees $130,000 to $180,000

4. Coppermine  Community Park:

i) relocate/remove existing ball diamond backstops
ii) construct earth protection berm
iii) construct five wood tent pads
iv) construct a combination campground shelter, privy and potable water

source tank as one structure
v) construct a new centrally located service road to access site
vi) supply and install nine timber picnic tables (concrete base), four

fire rings (steel) and garbage receptacles

Coppcrmine Implementation Page 21
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vii) fill and level day use area for free play
viii) supply and install one new site identification sign and one

campsite/day use area regulatory sign ,
Total cost including contingency and design fees $80,000 to $100,000

5. Community Walking Tour/Hikes

i) supply and install 12 interpretive signs throughout t e community
ii) !produce Coppermine Visitor orientation pamphlet ~ ~
iii) upgrade Old Bay Building with new exterior painting and new asphalt

roofing
iv) supply and install three trailhead signs and three directional signs

along the trail
v) construct rock carin or inukshuk trail marker system for all area

hiking trails

Total cost including contingency and design fees $1OO,OOO to $120,000

6. Bloody Fall Outdoor Recreation Park

i) erdarge existing campsite area
ii) construct new campsite access trail
iii) develop a separate food preparation area adjacent the campsite

com lete with two timber picnic tables  two fire rings, and one
Jsin e privy (honey bucket)

iv) supply and install two portage trailhead signs and one campsite
directional sign

v) supply and install two interpretive signs at or near the campsite
vi) upgrade existing portage trail

TotaI cost including contingency and design fees $40,000 to $60,000

7. Arctic Theme Display at Airport

i) supply and install large, flat wall mounted orientation map
ii) supply and install poster-size hoto’s

iiii) construct pamphlet chspenser to old visitor orientation guide

Total cost including contingency and design fees $20,000 to $30,000

B. Further Development

8. Arctic Tundra Exhibit at the Government Office Building

i) renovation of existing office space to create a 45 m2 exhibit area
at the main building en~

ii) supply and install a mounted adult musk ox
iii) supply and install interpretive ~ lays
iv) tlf!supply and install exterior iden cation sign

Total cost including contingency and design fees $85,000 to $100,000
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9. Copper People Exhibit at the Co-op

i) construct a 47 rn2 addition to the existing Co-op.
ii) construct a full-scale re-construction of all or part of a Thule ,

stone and wood house
iii) SUpply a n d install native copper tools and appurtenances

reproductions
iv) supply and install inte~retive  d!s lays
v) tlf!’supply and install exterior iden cation sign

Total cost including contingency and design fees $250,000 to $300,000

10. Coppermine Tundra Exploration Guide

i)
!

reduce 5,000 copies of a magazine forrna~ full colour guide to the
undra

Total cost to write, illustrate and produce
including contingency ● $25,000 to $35,000

● it is proposed that the majori of this cost be recovered through sales
(Kof the guide at $10.00 to $15. per copy

IUTAL EKIIIUATED CAPITAL COST $740@0 to $945,000

53 @lXdODS and hdaintertance ~timate

The successful operation of the various facilities identified in this plarL rely
primarily on the ongoing involvement of a community host or hosts. This
individual would ensure that displays are maintained and information guides
available for visitors use. They would also provide the periodic maintenance
required at the community park and Bloody Fall.

Operations and maintenance estimates which follow apply mainly to utility costs
at the major exhibits and maintenance or replacement costs of the on-site signs,
furnishings, trails and buildings. All costs are shown as a yearly estimate.

a )  Cqperrnine Comrmmity Park

including grounds maintenance, site furniture
upkeep, and building maintenance

b) Bloody Fall Outdoor Recreation Park

including grounds maintenance, site furniture
upkeep, and trail maintenance

c) co mrnunity Walking Tour/Hikes

including sign and trail maintenance

$2,000 to $3,000

$2@O0 to $3,000

$1,000 to $1,500
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d)

e)

f)

J3)

h)

i)

j)

conmmrdty Information/Interpretive Facilities

Arctic Theme Display

including sign and photo maintenance,
pamphlet supply

Information/Orientation Display

including a portion of utility costs display
maintenance and repair

COPper People Exhiiit

including a portion of utility costs,
display maintenance and repair

Arctic Tundra Exhibits

including a portion of utility costs,
display maintenance and repair

c omunmity Exhiiit  Program

included in grant

@permine Tundra Exploration Guide

$500 to $800

$800 to $1,000

$1,000 to $1,200

$1,000 to $1,200

included in capital cost

TOTAL Operation & Maintenance Estimate $&300 to $11,700

In addition to the specific facility cos~ allowance should be made for the
Community Host paymen~ The positio~ as envisione~ would be seasonal
employment only caterin

00%[
rimarily to the summer high season  Based on three

months, a budget of $5, s ould be allocated for part time employment.

5.4 Individual Project Phasing

The following checklists show the major phases involved in planning and
implementing the projects recommended m tins study. The first step in pursuing
any of these projects would be to carefully outline the more detaded activities
which should occur in each step.

We suggest a flexible approach in implementing some proje~ bearing in mind
that time, information and knowledge will eventually dictate changes to such
items as interpretive media  YOU should be able to change these as required
needed.
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5.4.1

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

5.42

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

community Park
ACI’ION

Adopt @n and park designation in principal
and estunate budget

EDT,
Hamlet

Ap@y for and expand territorial park
designation

Leg. Assembly

hlfOITll  hh.icipd and community  Affairs of
designation EDT

Refine and expand development program

confirm and secure financing EDT

Issue detail design contract for park
including building

EDT,
DPW

Develo detail design and tender package
for ParE

Private
consultant

Issue tender for work DPW

Construct Park facilities Private
Contractor

Owner occupancy/operation Hamle$ EDT

Bloody Fall
ACTION

Adopt plan and park designation and
estimate budget

EDT, Hamlet
HT~ Prince of
Wales Centre

Apply for territorial park designation Leg. Assembly

hlfOMl hnicipd and community  Affairs of
designation EDT

Conduct archaeological sumey of site area

Refine and expand development program

CQnfirm and secure financing

Issue detai! design contract for campsite

EDT

EDT

EDT,
DPWincluding signage
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8. Develop detail design & tender package
for campsite

9. Issue tender for work

10. Construct campsite facilities

11. Owner occupancy/operatiOn

5 . 4 3  Cammuli ty Tour/Hikes

1. Adopt @an’s recommendations in principal
and estunate budget

2. Refine and expand tour program includin
fapproval of tour stops, number and type o

sings required and number of trail markers

3. Confirm and secure financing

4. Issue detail design contract for signage
and trail marking

5. Develop detail desi
r

and tender package
for signage and mar ers

6. Issue tender for signage and markers

7. Sup ly and install signage, construct
imar ers

8. Owner acceptance

Private
Consl.dtant

DPW

Private
Contractor

Hamle~ EDT

EDT,
Hamlet

EDT

EDT

EDT,
DPW

Private
consultant

ACI’ION

DPW

Private
Contractor

EDT, Hamlet

5.4.4 Information/Interpretive Facilities Exhiiits

Community Exhibits
In.forrnation/Orientation Display
Arctic Theme Display
Arctic Tundra Exhibit
Copper People Exhibit

Note: The Community Exhibits require the involvement and action of
various community groups who will work with EDT and the Hamlet on
those phases indicated above.

1. Adopt @an’s recommendations in principal EDT
and estnnate budget Hamlet
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2. Refine and e~and facilities pro am
fincluding detaded storyline, me ia type

3. Confirm and secure financing

4. Issue tender calls or requests for quotes
to perform work

5. Supply and install facilities

6. Owner occupancy/operation

5.4.5 Tundra Exploration Guide

1. Adopt @n’s recommendation in pMcipal
and estunate budget

2. Develop more specific terms of reference
for conten~ length and design

3. Confirm and secure financing

4. Issue requests for quotes to research
write and design book

5. Provide te~ photos, illustrations
and final artwork

6. Issue printing tender

7. Print book

8. Distribute book

EDT
Private

DPW

Private
Contractor

EDT

EDT,
Hamlet
Chamber of
Commerce
(c of c)
EDT
c of c
EDT, C of C

ACI’ION

EDT,
c of c

Private
Contractors

EDT, C of C

Contractor

EDT, C of C
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CONTACIX

Aime
Outfitter, Coppermine

Ad”u~ Colin
Wiidlife Officer, Copperrnine

Brom.ley, Bob
Wildlife BiologisL Renewable Resources, Yellowknife,  NWT

Dixoxq GeoiYrey
Anglican preis~ Coppermine

Elias, Fred
Secretary Manager, Hamlet of Coppermine

GunxL Anne
Regional Biologist Renewable Resources Copperrni.ne

Harper, Linette
Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre, Yellowknife

Hickling Keith
Wlidlife Officer, Coppermine

Hourikuq Constable P.
R.C.M.P., Coppermine

Irons, Joanne
Coppermine

Jones, Lloyd
Acting Superintendent Renewable Resourceq Copperrnine

Kanilq Joe
Arctic Circle Lodge, Edmonton

McCanq Chris
Teacher, Coppermine

McKei@ Hugh
Restaurant Owner, Copperrnine

Ohiq Denck
Manager, Hudson Bay Store, Copperrnine

Pattersq MJ
Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre, Yellowknife
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CONTA~ cent’d

Pederse~  Fred
Economic Development Officer, Copperrnine

Plummer, Chumm
JPlummer’s Great ear Lodge, Yellowknife

Sh@ Chris
Raptor 13iologisq Yellowknife

Sittalq Bessie
Hunters and Trappers Associatio~ Coppermine

Stephenson Cathy
Conservation Educatiou  Renewable Resources, Yellowknife

TaiL Bill
Canada North Tours, Yellowknife

Tha~ar@ Pat
Arctic Coast Tourist Association

Chuck Arnold
Senior Archaeologis~ Northern Heritage Centre

Margaret Bertulli
Arctic Archaeologist Northern Heritage Centre

John Poirier
Photographer Archives, Northern Heritage Centre

Bruce Gunn
Community Pkmner, Municipal and Community Affairq GNWT

Robin Reilly
Co-ordinator, Capital Projec@ Tourism and Park GNWT

Mike Burchell
Statistician Aviation Statistics Centre

Kerry Horn
Manager/Owner, Coppermine Inn

Ingrnar Remmler
Owner/Operator, Arctic Waterways Inc.

David A MorrisSon
Anthropologis~  Museum of M- Ottawa

Larry Wittaker
Coppermine  Chamber of Commerce

. -i



October 3,1988

SUMMARY REPORT

.:
.,.

,,

., ‘.

APPENDIX B
Coppermine

~ . —-. ., .—



COMMUNITY DAY USE AREA DEVIZL.OPMENT

Terms of Reference

‘The Consultant will review the status of the park and determine whether it
should be removed or upgraded as a day use area or campground.”

need for legal designation
- name for park

recommend park programme

Issues/Discussion

- park are% identified by community residents, located at water’s edge,
adjacent main airport roadway.

identified as open space land use area’s E and F in Community Development
Plan (1986)

E - tourist picnic area
F - baseball diamond

- Community Development Plan recommended that area F, the baseball diamond, be
relocated elsewhere m the communitv due to insufficient space and poor
orientation for community uses. -



- existing site conditions include:

.

.
-

ope~ exposed shoreline site
no protection from strong winds off the water
shoreline beach ed e ~adually  eroding site

timperfectly draine with several low areas or swales
excellent access opportunities off the main airport roadway
is not centrally located in the community but rather on it’s edge
existing park structures include a baseball backstop, picnic tables, two
privies, garbage containers, large timber stage and water tank
several ground fire sites exist next to the shoreline
overall maintenance of site was lacking with overturned garbage containers,
broken picnic tables and broken privies

- park area owned and operated by Hamlet

as the first developed site that one asses coming horn the “ ort into the
t Ycommunity, the park provides an i eal setting for an upgrade entry treatment

- although the site does not provide an easily accessible park for cornrnuni~
residents, its separation would be seen as a benefit to campers and canoeists
wishing privacy

Alternate Sites

- reco@zing the problem that the strong offihore winds pose to campers at the
existing park site, a more sheltered site, close to the community was explored
with the following recommendation:

- consider the development of a new campground south of the community
adjacent the Coppermine river.

- proposed site lies on a stable floodpkm approximately 1 km south of the
community edge

- proposed site would cater primarily to campers canoeing the river and
casual use from the community

- proposed site offers level ground relatively close the main river channel,
good wind protectio~ views up river and walking trail to community

- limitations to site include braided river channels which would have to be
crossed to access site, the requirement for an upgraded service vehicle
access road and possible disturbance of peregrine falcon nesting area.

Propo6ed  R-

It is proposed that the existing community park be up aded to include a general
day use area and separate tourist campground area. Eadditio~ it is proposed
that a new secondary campsite area be recognized as an alternative to the “in-
town” location.



Existing ammuni ty Park

.
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.

.

remove existing ball diamond and develop 5 campsites lar e enough to
?accommodate an activity area and a tenting area (~ 60 m )

provide concrete based picnic tables for each activity area

provide raised timber tent pads complete with tie down loops and chains

construct a wind protection berm on the shoreline side of the campsites
(minimum of 1.2 m high)

construct a combination campground shelter/outhouse and potable water
source tank as one structure

construct a new central semice road to access both the campsite area and
day use area

provide 4 icnic tables and a level free play area in the day use portion
of the parE

install identification and regulatory signage

designate open space area as a ‘Community Park” in order to take advantage
of Territorial funding opportunities

Secondary Campsite Area

If camper demand warrants, develop a secondary campsite area to include:

an up aded service access road
. fa sin e outhouse, waste container
- 3 picnic tables and 2 fire rings
- directional signage located on the river shore directing canoeists to the

campsite
- provide trail markers indicating the route into the community
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BU30DY FAILS CAMPWEI DEmPMENT

Terms of Reference:

“The consultant should select an appropriate location for a campsite within the
area resewed and should provide tiection on numbers of sites and nature of
facilities to be provided.”

- need for le@ designation
- provide an interpretive plan for the area

- During the community site visit of September 6 to 9th, 1988, the consultants
were unable to visit Bloody Falls due to weather conditions. The following
comments are therefore based on discussions and descriptions from various
community representatives and available mapping information.

- B131 Falls is located approximately 15 km upstrea.rq on the Coppermine
.

-. .,=
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- site of historic massacre (refer to historic section)

current and traditional camping/fishing area

usual last overnight campsite for canoeists/rafters on Coppermine River,
before community

- general area used for summer cabins and intensive fishing (char)

- Bloody Falls important archaeological site with evidence of four occupations
dating back to pre-Dorset

- Bloody Falls is located within the present Hamlet control boundaries

- ~e:~i.n ~rtage and random campsite area are located on the north side of
L bank of the falls forms a relatively level plateau while the

opposit~ side rises considerably higher, forming steep cliff-like banks.

- extensive development at the Falls is opposed by numerous groups including;
Renewable Resources, H.T.A. and Museurn of Civilization

- tours to the falls are resently offered by local outfitters, via boa~ for
dapproximately $50. /person

- hiking time to Bloody Falls, from Copperrnine, is approximately five hours

- a proximately five existing cam sites are located at the falls, within a
f’ dc eared area of low shrub gro

- the Coppermine River has been far more popular in the pas~ however tourists
were now going to more challenging rivers.

- there are two basic users of the river: those who travel with the experienced
guides as part of a package tour and those who make their own travel
arrangements

Propo6ed Program

Upgrade the existing campsite area and develop a coordinated interpretive plan
in conjunction with the community plan.

- Construct an enlarged campsite area adjacent the portage trail in the
vicinity of the existing campsite

- given existing and projected use by river users, five or six cleared
campsites should be provided in a new separate area which would be entered
by a new access trail off the main portage route

. two llre rings and two picnic tables should be installed together with a
single privy (honey bucket) in a food preparation area separate from the
tenting area

,



- install directionals! age at both trail heads of the portage and at the
campsite access trx

- develop an inte retive exhibit recognizing the historical importance of
TBloody Falls (re er to interpretive section)

- a detailed archaeological survey of the campsite area should be completed
prior development

- designate the Bloody Falls area as an “Outdoor Recreation Park” to take
advantage of territorial funding opportunities

- designate a Park boundaq that includes the entire Falls area and River
islands (refer to attached plan)

—



coMMuNITY  ‘ImJR/HIKEs
,

Terms of Reference:

“The consultant will examine the development of community tour(s), recommend
sites to be visited and method of interpretation.”

- access need for restoration of old Bay building (and other selected
buildings)
recommend areas for development and/or upgrading of short hikes in the area
surrounding the community

- The community tour and its rational is described as part of the interpretive
section of this reporL

Old Bav B-

- an evaluation of the old Bay building on September 7, 1988 indicated the
following:

. original building a rectangular structure, has been expanded on twice,
first a fill addition to the south side of the building and a latter second
addition to the east end of the building.

I



.

.

-

.

.

the structure is of wood frame construction with clapboard siding typical
to its construction date (1928).

the building sits on timber skids and does not appear to have been moved
since it was constructed.

the structure is presently used for furniture storage by the Bay and is
considered critical to their storage requirements.

concern was e~ressed b the Bay manager that active erosion of the
1’adjacent shoreline has p aced the building in jeopardy.

Elm
enerally speaking the structure appears sound and in good condition.

“ or leakim! was obsewed where the stove DiDe Penetrates the roof and the
existing w~and asphalt shingles require re@~ce’ment.

_ hgli~ Mission

..



- an evaluation of the original Anglican mission indicated the following:

- the original building remains essentially as it was when constructed in
192a

- the original steeple is now missing and the building exterior has been
sided with “insule-brickw, a one-inch asphalt based siding which has been
applied directly over the original clapboard siding

- the building is still owned by the Anglican Church and is now used as a
residence for new clergy to the region

- the interior has been insulated and fi.n.ished with wallboard

- generally speaking the structure appears sound and in good condition

- the buildin has been designed by the community for the Prince of Wales,
dNorthern eritage Centre, as a local historic landmark

- the An “can mission plan to continue to use the building as a residence
Pbut fee the building will require a total interior renovation within the

next five years if it IS to remain useable

- there is a chance that this building and the ministers residence might be
removed in favour of newer buildings with improved servicing standards

Reposed Program

As the two oldest structures still on their original site, the old Bay building
and the Anglican mission deserve recognition in any overall community
interpretation km. Both buildings serve a useful purpose and have not been

iabandoned an are well maintained.

The old Bay building remains essentially unchanged from the time it was built,
other than additions, requiring only a paint job and new roofing to restore it
to its original condition. The addition of an identification si~ ossibly

rabove the door, with the building’s name and date, would comp ete the proposed
restoration.

The Anglican mission has changed much more in appearance tkom its original
condition (refer to photo’s). The building is used as a residence and would
require extensive renovation both on the interior and the exterior to restore
it. Given these conditions, it is recommended that restoration not be ursued

Luntil such time that the building is no longer useful. Instea~  the bud “ g
should be identified and its history and significance explained as part of the
community tour.

,-



cmnmNmY  AREA HrKEs
,

In addition to the Community Tour (refer to interpretive plan), three area hikes
have been recommended and described in the communi~s  visitor “de. Although

rweather conditions once again prevented inventory of these trails, ey would
appear to offer tourists a good selection of landscape experiences. Existing
use of these trails is unkno~ although all are used by local residents for
hiking or A.T.V. use.

Two major recommendations are made to upgrade these trails. FirsL a detailed
hiking guide should be produced indicating trail locatio~ length and natural
history features in the area of the hike. This “de is described in further

Pdetail in the interpretive sectiom The secon recommendation is that an
improved si

F
e and trail marker system be developed to complement the trail

gm~fk~r  “ head signa e should be installed indicating the start of a trail
%carins or inuks uks be constructed at regular intervals along the trail

indicating the trail location. All the trails should also be named to ad in
common identification.



INTERPRETIVE PLAN

Inforrnatio~ Orientation and Interpretation Cmnponent

In order to appreciate fully a visit to Coppermine,  tourists must be aware of
the range of activities possible in the area and be able to participate in these
activities easily. Visitors to Coppermine express a strong interest in the
history of the community and the peo le, and in the nature of the arctic

Eenvironment. Aside from fishing and untin~ the visitor activities for which
Coppermine  is primarily know touring the hamlet and the surrounding country
have become extremely important parts of most people’s visits there. The
intention of the informatio~ orientation and interpretation component of the
master plan is to work with visitors’ natural curiosity, enthusiasm and desire
to participate in activities. This approach will create a more rewarding visitor
experience in Coppermine.

For most people who visit Cop rrnine, crossing the Arctic Circle and venturing
Ynorth of treehne are exciting e ements of the first hase of a visit. Their

&curiosity about the arctic environment soon exten itself to include curiosity
about how people have been able to suwive there historically and in the
present. We should work with those visitor interests in the communications media
we develop by emphasizing the arctic environment and its impact on life.

We can best accomplish this by spreading our messages and our media throughout
the community rather than clustering it all in a central location divorced from
the sites the stories revolve around.

Generally, it will be best to try to move visitors around the community and out
into the surrounding environment to allow them to experience as much of the
Co~permine story as they choose. Clearly, we need ways to present messages to
vktors where parts of the story have taken place or where some modem aspect
of the story is occurring ri@t now. For these reasons, we recommend an
information/onentation display at a central locatio~ a series of exhibits,
displays and signs at diverse locatio~ and two publications and a community
host to tie these elements together and act as references for interested
visitors.

Specifically, we recommend developin the followin media:
8 2Arctic Theme Display and rientation ap to be located at the airport

;: Information/Orientation Dis lay to be located at the Coppermine Inn
YCop~r People Exhibit to be ocated at the Coppermine Coop

:: Arctic Tundra Exhibit to be located at the Renewable Resources area
office

5. Community-developed Displays to be located at various sites at the
discretion of the community

6. Co permine Walking Tour to link many locations throughout the hamlet
{an the surrounding area

7. Bloody Fall On-site Exhibit to be located near the campsite above the
falls



8. Coppermine Visitor Orientation Pamphlet to be given away at visitor

G
reception areas throu out the community

9. Copperrnine Tundra loration Guide to be sold at visitor reception
areas throughout the community

10. A commuruty host to give tours, provide informatio~ maintain visitor
facilities identified in this plan and assist in the establishment of
these facilities.

Viitor Experience

Visitors arrive in Coppermine two major ways: by air and by river. River tra.file
now accounts for perhaps a third of tourism in the area although significant
future increases in visitation will likely be due to air travel. River users
tend to arrive in the hamlet by boatin to the west end where they beach their

icraft and often make camp. M trave ers arrive at the airport to the west of
the community. In both cases, visitors enter the hamlet from the west end.

Visitors who arrive by air will be greeted at the terminal by an Arctic Theme
Display and Orientation Map (#l). From these, visitors will get an overview of
what to expect in the community and the surrounding environment and will get a
mental picture of the layout of the hamlet and its relationship to the Arctic
coast and the Coppermme River.

Nearly all visito~ regardless of how they reach the hamleL drop into the
Coppermine Inn early in their stay. Most infaq are guests in the hotel. As
the structure is located at a key spot on the west side of the hamle~ it is an
ideal location for the Orientation/Information Display (#2) to give visitors a
good idea of what there is to see and do in the area. In additio~ visitors may

ick up a copy of the Coppermine Visitor orientation Pamphlet at the inn if they
Eave not already done so at the airport.

The west end of the hamlet is also an excellent place to begin the Walking Tour
(#6) of Copperrnine.  Along the route which proceeds east along the watefiont,
south above the river and west back through the middle of the hamlet, visitors
will see places of historic and natural interest interpreted throu signs,

#displays and exhibits. Signs outline stories related to the early orthwest
Mounted Police, Row ca~olic hfissio~ government doclq Hudson’s Bay Company,
Masoruc plaque, ,@@an IWssio~ Copperxmne  River, power and water supply,
Pentecostal hlisslo~ and the physical surroundings.

Feature exhibits delve into some of these stories more deeply. A feature exhibit
on early history, first peopleq Inuit life, and crafts in or attached to the
Coop (#3. ~pper People Exhibit) will heip visitors understand the traditional
relationship between man and the arctic environment. Another feature exhibit
(#4. Arctic Tundra Exhibit) in the government building will deal with tundra and
miuine mtural communities in the Coppermine area and will highli t the
Department of Renewable Resources’ work in ?managing resources ocaily.

So much more can be told about the natural and human history of the area than
can be conveyed in a few signs and exhibits. In order to reveal the kind of
detail visitors show so much interest@ we encourage the development of
community-sponsored displays (#5) which can go intos cial stories at greater
length. We recommend areas associated with the RCz, all three churches, the
Hudson’s Bay, the Chamber of Commerce, and the Hunters and Trappers Association
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be developed to show visitors a little more about the significance of each in
Coppernu.ne. While such displays will vary in conten$ sue, presentation style,
hours and o rating conditions, they can contribute immensely to the character

rand value o the walking tour.

The tundra and the unusual nature of the relationship between the people and
this land cannot be fully ap reciated by visitors without travellin~ even for a

Eshort distance, outside the amlet. Hardier visitors may wish to make day-hikes
to Bloody Fall or west alon the coast and back People who enjoy a casual
stroll or who aren’t up to a Rdl blown hike will enjoy a visit to one of the
lakes behind the hamlet. Visiton to Bloody Fall who come down the river and
portage around the falls or who hike to the falls from Copperrnine will find an
on-site exhibit (#7) near the campsite above the falls on the west side of the
river. The exhibit will deal with the history of the falls themselves and the
incident which gave them their name.

To orient people to these opportunities in and around Copperrnine, a pamphlet
(#8) will be available at reception areas and local businesses.

So much more can be said about the arctic environment around Coppermine yet it
would be inappropriate to erect on-site exhibits all over the tundra to point
out important features. hstea~ we propose a @de to the area (#9) be
published to deal with these subjects and to point visitors to the trails and
activities of the area. The guide will also be en”oyed and retained as a

allsouvenir b visitors who travel up to Bloody F or across to the islands or
Lfarther by at. These activities ~ in fa~ be encouraged in the guide as

ways to see as much of the area as possible.

Every visitor to Cop rmine should encounter a community host during their
rvisit. The hos~ hire within the community, should be able to provide personal

tours of the hamlet and surrounding area and refer visitors to the other things
to do while they visit Copperrnine.

The basic visitor experience in Coppermine will be enhanced greatly with the
implementation of the media we recommend here. They will au~ent personal
services now provided by local businessmen and residents and wdl especially
enhance opportunities for visitors to enjoy the community and the outlying area
on their own. In either case, whether visitors are “ded or self-guiding they

Pwill come to appreciate the special character of oppermine, and they will
;~oose to stay longer and return more often to a place they have enjoyed

arning so much about

Arctic Theme Display and Orientation Map
i: Information/Orientation Display
3. cop~r People Exhibit
4. Archc Tundra Exhibit
5. Communitydeveloped  Displays

Coppermine Walkin Tour
:: Bloody Fall On-site Libit
8. Copperrnine Visitor Orientation Pamphlet
9. Coppermine Tundra Exploration Guide
10. Community Host



1. Arctic Theme Display and Orientation Map
- to be located at the airport
- will occupy wall space onl

z- large, fla$ wall-mounted oppermine orientation map
- poster-size photos to su est and summarize major tundra messages

Y- will also suggest other p aces to see tundra and experience the arctic

2. Information/Orientation Display
- to be located at the Coppermine Inn
- will occu~  about 200 square feet
- will requue an addition to the existing inn buildin

&- should feature a three-dimensional relief map of e Copperrnine area
including:

- Coppermine
- Co ~rmine River horn Bloody Fall to hamlet
-waliun

1!
trails in the area

- near is ands
- large photographs should depict thin~  to do
- large photographs should show area m all seasons
- the hamle~ the tundra and the people should be featured in as many
photos as possible

3. Cop r People Exhibit
- to E located at the Coppermine Coop
- will occupy about 500 square feet
- ma require modifications and an addition to the existin Coop building
d hfeature a full-scale reconstruction of all or part of a ule stone

- and wood house of the kind found at Bloody Fall

J
- re reductions of native copper tools and the appurtenances of daily life

surround and fill the house, su~esting  that the builders were
nearly finished and they were starting to use the structure for shelter

- dis lays mounted on walls of exhibit room and on shelves or low tables
d“ deal with the story of the succession of cultures in the area and
life on the tundra before white men arrived

- if possible, a display about the working of native crafts should be
included to make a link between the exhibit and the Coop’s sales area

4. Arctic Tundra Exhibit
- to be located in the ublic building perhaps between the Renewable
Resources and harnfet offices

- will likely require a si@ficant rearrangement of office space on first
floor of existing building but will require no new construction

- will occupy about 500 square feet
- will feature a mounted adult musk OX in a central location in the

exhibit and will also employ the grizzly and albino caribou skins as
well as other mounts now on display at the Renewable Resources office

- will emphasize the character of the arctic tundra and the marine
environmen~ and the living communities found in the Cop~rmine  area

- will also depict current resource studies such as caribou nu~ation
undertaken by the Renewable Resource staff in a manner sunilar to what
the staff now displays

- opportunities to view tundra and marine communities should be shown
- non-consumptive resource activities should be given as much or more
emphasis in relation to hunting and fishing

,

-—.— . . . . . ., ,., -



5. Community Exhibit Development Pro~am
- to be located at various sites at the chscretion of the community

L
- communi groups and businesses should be encouraged to develop displays
about the “ tory and significance of their institutions and sites

. such displays would remain under the control of the grou s develo in
!“ “ { ithexq especially with regard to such matters as method o wewmg y t e

public and hours of operation
- these displays should be encouraged throu the provision of a

fgrant for each group submitting an accepta le plan
- consultative assistance in lannin

r
& designing and producing the

displays should be availab e from the territorial government although
any financial commitment need not exceed the grant

. such groups as the churches local businesses, the Hunters and Trappers
Association and others could prepare excellent displays of interest to
tourists

6. Coppermine Walking Tour
- the tour will link many locations throughout the hamlet and the

surrounding area
- each stop on the tour will be marked with a small sign containing one or

two photo aphs and not more than 100 words of text
- there will c about 12 signs to begin with
- visitors may be guided by the community host (#lO), another person in
the community or ma guide themselves by means of the amphlet and signs

J Y- route will be outline in visitor orientation pamphlet (#8
- route will begin at the west end of the hamlet on the waterfron~
proceed east along the waterfront to a view of the Cop rmine River and

rreturn throu the hamlet to finish at the government uilding
8- stops along e route may include:

- original northwest mounted police site
- Coppermine Inn and Information/Orientation Display (#2)
- Roman Catholic mission
- government dock
- original Hudson’s Bay site
- Mason’s plaque
- Anglican mission
- Coppermine River mouth on-site exhibit (existing)
- Co rmine River on-site exhibit new, to lookup river)
G- N LPower Generator & Water “ckup Site

- Pentecostal Church
- Coppermi.ne Coop and Copper People Exhibit (#3)
- Hunters and Trappers Association office
- government office and Arctic Tundra Exhibit (#4)

7. Bloody Fall On-site Exhibit
- to be located near the campsite above the falls
- two or three signs of same style as walking tour (#6)
- difficul of installation may add to cost

z- text an
E

aphics will deal with historical significance of site and
events w “ch occurred there

- no mention of archaeological resources existing nearby will be made in
order to preserve them

.



8. Cop rmine Visitor Orientation Pamphlet
- to cgiven away at visitor reception areas throughout the community
- hamlet ma showing walking tour

!- area maps owing Ming trads
- photos of tundra and outlying islands
- photos of suggested activities. .

nummal text

9. Cop rmine Tundra Exploration Guide
- to e sold at visitor rece tion areas throughout the community

Y- magazine formag full co our, about 40 to 50 r cent photographic
Fconten~ likely about 7000 to 10,000 words o text

- overview of interaction between landscape, climate and life
- landscape

- what distinguishes it
- how it got to be what it is: bedrock formatio~ depositio~ erosion

- climate:
- life in the arctic
- prehistoric: warmer times, more recent times
- tundra communities: plants, birds, mammals, fislq insects and other.
~, marine communities

- native use: historic and modem
. “de to Coppermine
L“ “ gtrails

I hunting fishing
. other activities

10. Communi Hos t
. xindividu (s) from the community hired perhaps part-time to receive
visito~  guide community tours, plan tourism events, and work with such
organizations as the hamlet council, Economic Development office,
Chamber of Commerce, coo and HTA to stimulate tourism

J- the host ma also fill pamp et racks, perform light maintenance on
zexhibits an carry out related duties



SUMMARY MARKEI’  ANALYSIS

summer Visitation and Expenditures

N.W.T. Arctic Coast
Visitors Expenditures Visitors Expenditures

1982 43,800 $40 million 400
1984 41,800

$440,000
$46 million $600,000

1986 52@00 $47.5 million 1:!! $2.2 million

- total number of visitors to Arctic Coast in summer 1986
(non-N.W.T. residents) -1159

- average e
z

nditure per person -$1,800
“ ‘ -Al r@ Yellowknife, U.S.A each contributed 2070

- %%%avelling  on business.
- 2190 traveling on vacation
- 12!Z0 visiting friends and relations
- 89910 who travel.led in groups did not travel with other family
- 75910 male, average age 39
- total visitation to Coppermine -253
- average length of stay in Copperrnine  -11.8 nights
- activities most frequently participated in while in Coppermine:

- business (50%0) or 127 ople
7- fishing or hunting (42 O) or 106

- hiking orwalki.ng (25$ZO) or 63
- canoeing boating or raftin (21Yo) or 53

+- touring or sightseeing (14 O) or 35
- photography or sketching (9%) or 23
- other recreational activities (970) or 23
- camping (6910) or 15

- compared to Cambridge Bay, Coppermine  receives 1 3 the number of visitors,
more visitors (based on percentages) went canoeinghatin~ hiking/walking and
fishing/hunting in Copperrnine than Cambridge Bay

- Coppermine had hi est proportion or vacationers (31Yo), compared with 18% for
PCambridge Bay an 17Y0 for Holman

- ifvisitation grows by2%peryear for Arctic Coast and Coppermine, by 1992
Arctic Coast would have 1~(11 and Coppermine would have 284 non-N.W.T.
resident summer visitors

- Trends:
- tourists expecting cukural/educational  experiences
- visitors want specialty travel products

- river rafting or canoeing trips
- views of natural environment
- lear of Copper Inuit culture

- population a@ng so outdoor/adventure ma.rketwill decline
- more Canadians traveling in Canada
- deregulation of airlines may lessen travel costs
. more awareness of North due to more news coverage

. ---
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HISTOllICAL SUMMARIES

The Catholic Church
The Royal Canadian Mounted Police

The Anglican Church
The Hudson’s Bay Company Warehouse

The Fort Hearne
Bloody Fall

Coppermine River
Saddleback Hill
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k:nclwn as the Nor t hw.est Mnunt .ed FIctl i c e 01: c Ur r ed d ur i n g t h e
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d et a!: hm~nt was m,zv~d t 1:1 ~~r nay d Har bi:tur t III 11 c ense t r aders
c cm i n g i n t m t h e c c,un t r y and then rnctved aga i n t c, Copper rili n e i n
1 ,~zJ~ .

Even i nt c1 the 1’350s rm?robers uf the force rrlai ntai nt?d the F!12MF
t r ad i t i cm c) f 1 cmg range pat r nls t hr cm(g}~nut t }~~i r t er r i t clr y.
I t was not unusual for the Cupper mi ne det ac hmmt t u 1 rlg 2000
mi 1 es a year by dog t earn and anctt her 500 rili 1 es by boat . A
s i ng 1 e pat r CIl , r nund t r i p mi ght b e 1000 rili 1 es. NCCW t hat r ad i ms
and a i r c r a f t are common features i n the Arc t i c 5UC h pat r c1 1s
ar e n 0 1 cmger n ec +sssar y. Tl~day t tl ~ RE:MF i n Copper mi ne are
k: ept busy deal i ng with the k i nd n f pr ,ob 1 ems t hat ri)i g}lt be
en c nun t er ed i n any sma 11 c clrilrilun  i t y.

..—



The Ang 1 i can !1:}1 ur c h gmes by the name 1~1 f St . Andrew 7 s Mi ss i mn,
Copper mine. There are thr e~ rilai n bui 1 d i ngs c mnnec t &d with the
rili 55 i cltl i n 1213p p er m i n e. The 01 dest c1 f the three is si mp 1 y
known as t }~ e n 1 d m i ss i mn h oust+. I n fact the 01 d mi ssi l:ln hwse
is t h e seI: nnd m 1 d est bu i 1 d i n g i n Cnp p er mi n e h av i ng b @et? put
up i n 1’328. I t was er ez t @d by Rev. J. Har cl 1 d Webster , the
f i r st Ang 1 i can Mi n i st er 1 n Cc, pper mi ne. He was t u spend
t went y- f mur years at t his northern pust . Fur a 1 c,ng t i me this
t:ln e r eS 1 d et? c e d t~ub 1 ed as }T l~lm~ atl d c h Ur c }1 . I t was not unt i 1
1 ’351 t }Iat t }1 e church pr roper was put Up . Th & 131 d rii i ssi on }Iouse
is 10K at ed r i ght lmn t h e shclr e 1 i n e .j ust a 1 i t t 1 e west o f t h e
c }1 ur c h i t se 1 f .

Al 1 c crest r uc t i mn mater i als f mr the Angl i can Church came t u
Copper  mi ne by sh i p. The or i g i nal d i mensi ons m f the c }Iur c h
bui 1 d i ng were 24 feet by 40 feet . Much m f the c mnst r uc t i mn
w,:,r }:: was done b y Rev. Webst &r and a new assistant Rev. Jmhn
Sperry. T}Te f ctl 1 mwi ng year ( 1 ’3521 Rev. Sperry t omk: over St .
Andrew s Copper mi n e and al t oget }~.er served n i net een years
her e. I n 1974 Jmhn Sperry was made Angl i can J3i shnp m f the
Arc t i c . P1 ans are now underway t m bui 1 d a new Ang 1 i can Church
i n II:Op p er m 1 t~ e l~lt; t h e s 1 t e CI f t h e p Y esen t b u i 1 d i n g.

The ot }~ er church r esi denc e, known as t }T e new mi ssi cm }louse
was put up by Rev. Sperry i n 1964. I t is 10C at ed c 1 use t m the
shmr e just west m f the 01 d mi ssi on }~cuse. The new mi ssi on
}~,:,use is used by t }le ser vi tlg At~gl 1 can Minister i n Copper mi ne.

Hl:lt’ }1 Rev . Wi?bst er and F!ev. Sperry d i d a gr eat deal c1 f
travel 1 i ng as part o f their nctr t her n mini st r i es. This
travel 1 i ng was by dog team i n the winter and break i n the
summer . Travel was necessary because mast peopl e 1 i ved i n
sma 11 f am i 1 y c amps clut mn t h e 1 and. The usual r mut i ne was t m
v is i t t h e set t 1 &men ts 1:1 f Hol man, Cambridge J3ay, Bat hur st
I n 1 et and c arilps i n between by dog team. A f t er break up they
WCIU1 d v 1 s 1 t t h e c cimmun 1 t 1 es u f 8,j ma Haven and Spence Bay by
sh i p. At 1 east three t }~ousand mi 1 es a year was c river ed by dog
team and snrnewhat  1 ess by bnat . F!:lr muc h 0 f his t enur e i n
l~,:,pper mi n e Rev. Webster f i 11 ed t h e r 01 es c1 f dnc t c!r and
dent i st as wel 1 as being t h e Ang 1 i can Mini st er . When he was
o f f travel 1 i ng his wi f e, Ed i e, t ,~,~~ t~,ver }1 i s riled 1 c al dut i es.
A smal 1 supp 1 y u f drugs and riled i c i ne wer e l:: ept i n a c upb l:lar d
n f the mission house k i t c hen. Fr ~im t i me t c, t i roe t }Ie 1:: i t c hen
WCIU 1 d d,~ub 1 e as an 1 t? f i r mar y atld t}11 s 1 s where Rev. Webster
WCIU 1 d e x t r at: t t eet }1 . on mor e t h an mn e cl,: c as i lzn pr nmpt and
e f f e!: t i ve med i c a 1 at t en t i l:!n b y Rev. Webs’t er saved t h e 1 i f e m f
a per son.



This i s a wh i t e c 1 apbclar  d bui 1 d i ng wit h a red sh i nq 1 e r cm f.
I t i s s i t uat ed c 1 CISe t C, t h e water f s edge arnl d a nuriiber  c1 f
ot h er war e}l OUS.e S and St a f f Y es i d en c e=. I t is t ha nl dest
bui 1 d i ng i n Capper rill n~ havi ng been put up i n the summer CI f
1’32(3 by a I: ar pent er CI f the name o f F’dul Li c ker t wi ‘t h the
ass i stance m f t wm H. E!. C. ++mp 1 c1 yees .

At the beg i nn i ng m f t his century wh i t e f mx sk: i ns became a
va 1 uab 1 e c clriiriicld i t y i n t}? e fur t r ad e. The Hudsmn ~ s Bay Cclmpany
and a 1 c,t CI f d her pecIp 1 e wer e c cm i ng i n t III the Ihpp er ml n e
count r y t III take advant age CI f t his 1 UI: r at i ve mar k et . I n 1‘31 G
the f i r st 1 cm al H. El. C. p,z,st was c!pened at 13er nar d Harbnur ,
1 1”2 km up t h e c mast . This pnst was c al 1 ed Fmr t Bar nn. An
i n f 1 uenz a @pi d emi c k i 11 &d riian y CI f the Inui t peIzIp 1 e 1 i vi ng
ar i:lurl d ~er rl ar d Har b ,:,ur i n 1‘3’%7 SCI t }T @ t-lud sc,n r s Eray I:cvnp an y
ab andcm ed Fcm t 13ac cIn and rmved t h e i r CIp er at i cm t CI t h e pr esen t
s i t e m f CIzIpp er m i n e. Original 1 y they c al 1&d their new pclst
FCIY t Hear r~e but t }Ie rlame was c hanged t CI C:upper rni tle 1 rl i g~~).

Unt i 1 1 “350 Cl~pper rill ne remained pr edclrni nant 1 y a t rapping
c clmmu~l i t y. pectp 1 e 1 i ved Clut ,zrl t h e 1 and i rl sma 11 f am 1 1 y c amps
and 1 i f e r evcI 1 ved ar cmmd t h e t r ap 1 i n e. Onc e clr t w i c e a year
they WCIU1 d return to Chpper mi ne t CI t r ade their furs f cr such
essen t i a 1s as r i f 1 es, drnmun i t i cm, st ee 1 traps, f i S}I nets as
we 11 as st ap 1 e f cmd supp 1 i es and a few bas i c dry gclods.
During the wi nt er mnnths this t r ad i ng c CIU1 d be a very c h i 11 y
act i vi t y because the t r ad i ng pnst was al ways an unheated
bui 1 d i ng.

Trapping is st i 11 car r i ed c,n ar cund CZIpp er rili ne t clday. However
i t is d m e nn a much s.ma 11 er sc a 1 e and t h&r e are very few
f ul 1 t i rile trappers. The CI1 d t i rile trading post has been
r ep 1 al: ed b y what is vi r t ua 11 y a rilmder  n r~ ,~lr t }1 er n depart rilen t.
st !utr e.



The For t Hear ne

On most summer- days the vessel r~!r t Hear ne c at~ be seet~  at 1 ts
mcmr i n gs j List c1 f f s}~clr e i tl f Y ,:lt~ t C, f t ctwr~ . T h i s  ship i s  t h e
p r cIp er t y CI f 12Gpp er m 1 ne r EAS i dent Lar r y Wh i t t al:: er , The Fmr t
Hear ne is registered as a car gm v esse 1 and Larry uses i t
mai n 1 y for haul i ng fuel and supp 1 i es t m mut pc,st ,: amps
s i t uat &d i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f C:c,pp er ril i n e.

The For t Hear ne was c mnst r uc t ed i n 1%2 at Upper Le Have,
Nciva SC lot i a . She was bui 1 t by Wi 11 i am l?obar , a wel 1 r espac t ed
bui 1 der m f t his type o f ship. H e r  hul 1 is rilade n f mak p 1 an }::s
and she is f c,r t y–seven feet 1 nng. She }~as a g r mss t c,nn ag e c, f
t went y tans.

Fur chased by the E. C. M. p. she was or i g i n al 1 y c h r i st en ed t h e
Ak 1 av i k . S}Ie was shipped by r ai 1 t CI Hay t?i ver and t hen
t r anspnr t ed across Gr eat S1 ave Lake and down the Mac keriz i e
River as far as the c c,mm~(tl i t y w}l i c h i s }ler name sake. T}Ie
Akl avi k  was  used  by  the  R. C:. M. P. as a patr c,l vessel on t h e
ma,= },:etl~ 1 e ~1 ver atld 1 tl tha area o f t }le Mac kenz 1 t? Del t a and
a 1 nng t }1 e c nast cl f t h & Beau f cm t Sea. At scIme point i n }~er
car eer she underwent a name c }?an ge became Th t? Jenn i n gs, a f t &r
a for nler c clmm i ss i c,t? er C, f t }1 e R. IZ:. M. p.

I n 1 ’365 T}Te Jennings was taken cl~~t o f ser v i c e an c1 }? an d ed rover
t,3 Cr ~twtl Assets. She was pur chased f r mm Cr own Assets by the
Copper m i n e Esk  i mt~ I~ct-up 1 t? 1‘3G13. Her name was changed again,
t his t i me t n Annul i l:: wh i c h riieans  “ fat duck . “ The Anc,u 1 i k was
used b y t }Ie Ccl-cl p t CI t ak~ SUpp 1 i eS ,n~lt t CI t tle i SCI1 at ed c  amps
and t CI br i ng i n c ar gcles CI f s,napst !ntl e for t h e car vers CI f
l~:12p p er m i n e t 13 use.

Larry Wh i tt aker purchased t his vessel f r c,m the CcI-cip i n 19822.
I n 1 ’384 }Te began wcw k t o make }~er sea worthy agdi n. A si x
c yl i rider Vctl VCI diesel engine was i nst al 1 ed along with mmder n
nav i g at i on and c cmnmun i c at i ons equ i pment . NCIW t hat mal nt, enanc e
wc,r k i s c ,~mp 1 et e T}7 e F,~r t Hear ne can S1 eep f i Ve p a s s e n g e r s
and c r u i se at 8 and one h a 1 f knots. Hctpe ful 1 y s}~e wi 11 be
plying the waters around Copper rni ne f l~r a 1 ong t i me t o c orne.

. ... —



ErlcIc,d  y Fall

I f one had t m sel et: t a sing 1 e r emar  I::ab 1 e feature al cing the
en t i r e 1 en g t h ci f t h e C:clp p er m i n e F? i ver , El octdy Fal 1 wctul d be

, an e x c e 1 1 en t c }1 n i c e. Si t uat ed 19 l:: i 1 clmet &rs upstream f r cm the
mouth m f t h e r i ver t h i s is not a wat er f a 11 i n t h e
c IEln vent i on a 1 sense. Rat her i t is a natural bmt t 1 t? nec k: w h e r e
t }w wat t?rs ICI f the r i ver are channel 1 ed t }lr mug}~ a nar r ctw
c Clur Se c Iomp 1 et e w i t }7 sever a 1 sets o f r ap i ds.

Over t }Tt? span CI f t i me 131 omdy Fal 1 has been a p~r enn i al
ctbst ac 1 e t c1 the annual run m f Arctic char whi c }T heads up
r i ver eac }1 autumn t CI spawn and spend t }1 e wi nt er . The f i sh
attract f i sher men and have been da i n g SC, f C)Y a gr eat rilan y
years. On the western bank CI f the r i ver , just abc,ve t }-Ie 1 ast
set o f r ap i ds ar e t h e r u i ns CL f sever a 1 Thul e houses t c i r c a
1 ~(n](> A . D . ) and t }~e r ~mai ns c, f at 1 east c,ne si t e wh i c }~
arc tlae,~l C,g i sts b e 1 i eve t C, be muc tl CI1 der ( Pr e-Dc,r  set 1 (X)(3
H . l::.  :)

The f i r st c c,nt ac t between a European exp 1 or er and the 1 oc al
I nui t c, f t }J e Copper mi ne ar @a t CIt~b: p 1 ac e at El mcldy Fal 1 i n
1771. Samuel Hear ne had c nme seek i ng c c,pper depmsi ts as an
agent ci f t}? e Hud sctn ~ s Bay Cnrnp an y. Un fort un at e 1 y his
Ch i pewyan gui des had o’t her i deas. They massacred a party o f
I nui t f i s}? i ng at the rap i ds. Hear ne named the site 131 clody
Fal 1 i n rilemmr y of t}le t rag i c event .

I n 18“21 t }~ e F i r st Fran }:: 1 i n Exped i t i c,n en c clutl t er &d an clt her
I nui t f i sh i ng party at the same spot . Fran }:: 1 i n‘ s rilen r e f er r ed
t CI t }Ie sit e as Massa;: r e Rap i ds but i t }las been Hear  ne ~ s narile
Wh i c h tlas sur vi ved. PI segment ct f the Sec und Fran k 1 i n
E x p ed i t i cw; abandon ed t wet bctats, the Dc:l p}~ i n and Un i cml at
El ctc,dy Fal 1 i n 1826.

Tc,day El ctc,dy Fal 1 i s usual 1 y the f i nal c amp si t e f mr
travel 1 ers c nmi ng down r i ver before they reach the c clrnmun  i t y
c1 f Cclpper mi ne. I t remains the f avmr i t e f i sh i ng spot f nr
Arc t i c c }lar . I nui t f r Om t clwn st i 11 come up r i ver by boat t c,
c amp but t }~ey avoid the actual massacre si t e. 131 c,ctdy Fal 1 can
be r eac}led  by h i k i ng out f r am t nwn but a return t r i p is a
1 ong and t i r i ng single day outing.



d
Over the c our se CI f t i mej tt~~ Copper mi ne River and the val 1 ey
i t c ar ved has ~ bed a s}lel t er ed c mr r i dor for the f 1 or a
and fauna o f t h e r eg i c,n and for t h e human t r a f f i c mov i ng
nor t h i n t CI t h e Arc t i c . T}Ie waters c, f the r i ver are t~nrrle t c,
Arc t i c c }~ar , 1 a~:e t r ,:,ut , Arc t i c gr ayl i ng , t WIDI vay 1 et 1 eS u f
wh i t e f i sh and nor t her n p i k e. In the val 1 ey c!f the Copper mi ne
monse are abundant b e 1 ow t }1 e t r ee 1 i n e and car i bou f r equen t
the I: ,~unt r y out c,t~ the bar r ens. 13Y i z x 1 y bears, w~l v~r i nes,
(4)1:! 1 v~s , Arc t i c hares, sever a 1 var i et i es n f fox and ground
squ i r r e 1s 1 i ve al ong t }1 e 1 engt h n f the r i ver . I n summer ,
g,:il den eag 1 es, per egr i ne f al cons and gyr f al cons nest nn t }le
c 1 i f fs t hat bnr der t h= water . Duc 1::s, geese, swans and 1 eons
c lame nnr t h t a t }1 is ar ea ever y year .

Human habit at i on m f the Copper mi ne 7 s val 1 ey goes back at
1 east 3(3(X) years. FIPC,p 1 e I:} f t }le Fr e-Drlr set c U1 t ur e f 1 shed for
c h ar i n t h e r i ver and var i ous I n d i an g r cups hunt ed t h e i r way
ni~lr t }1 al ilng t }?* va 11 ey. Members m f the T}>ul e Cul t ur e moved
i nt u t his area ar cund 12(X) A. D. and t h @ i r desc endants became
known as the Cnpp er Esk i rilcls. These were the people t}~e f i r st
European exp 1 cm ers en c mun t er ed and t hey ar e t }~ e p eup 1 e wh n
1 i ve around Cropper rili ne today.

Samuel Hear ne was the f i r st wh i t .e exp 1 nr er t c, t ravel duwn the
Copper mine F:i ver . He ar r i ved at the mmut h o f t }Ie r i ver nn
July 17, 177 i . Hear ne was f c,l 1 owed f i f t y years 1 at t?r by Jnhn
Fran k 1 i n F s f i r st exped i t i on t o f i nd t }le Nmr thwest F’assage.
A f t er Frank 1 i n came Dease and Si mpson i n 1838, Jtnhn
Ri ,Zhar ds~n i n 1S48, and John Rae i n 1851. There was annt }ler
brie f f 1 ur r y o f t r a f f i c dc,wn the Copper mi ne at the beginning
o f t }Ie present century. Over t }~e past several decades t }TP
Copper rili ne Ri ver has bec rime a f avclr i t e wi t h c annei sts and
r a f t ers. The trip is a nature 1 river ‘ s del i g}?t .



Saddleback: Hi 11

On an autumn a f t er noon 1 ctc al c }J i 1 d r en and worilen  h ar vest t h e
c r ops m f w i 1 d b 1 ueb er r i es, c r nub er r i es, c r an b er r i es and
bear b @r r i es t hat grow at t }1 e base C, f this 1 and for ril as t h e i r
anc est clrs d i d b e f cm e them.



b

MARKET ANALYSIS
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COPPERMINE PARK AND TRAIL TOURISIf DEVELOPMENT PLAN

SUMMARY MARKET ANALYSIS

Summer Visitation and Expenditures

N.W.T. Arctic Caast
Visitors Expenditures Visitors Expenditures

1982 43,800 $40 million 400 S440, 000
1984 41,800 S46 million 400 S600,000
1986 52,000 $47.5 million 1159 $2.2 million

-total number of visitors to Arctic Coast in summer 1986
(non-N.W.T.  residents) - 1159

-average expenditure per person - S1,800
-origin - Alberta, Yellowknife, U.S.A. each contributed 20%
-67% traveling on business
-21% traveling on vacation
–12% visiting friends and relations
-89% who travelled in groups did not travel with other family
-75% male, average age 39
-total v i s i t a t i o n  to Coppermine -  2 5 3
- a v e r a g e  l e n g t h  o f  Stay in Copperrnlne - 11.8 n i g h t s
-actlvitie~ m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  participated in while in Copper-

mine:
-business (50%) or 127 people
-fishing or hunting (42%) or 106
–hiking or walking (25%) or 63
– c a n o e i n g ,  b o a t i n g  o r  r a f t i n g  (21%) or 53
- tour ing  or  sightseeing (14%) or 35
-photography or sketching (9%) or 23
– o t h e r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  ( 9 % )  or 2 3
–camping <6%) or 1 5

–compared to Cambridge Bay, Coppermine receives 1/3 the num-
ber of visitors, more visitors (based on percentages) went
canoeing/boating, hiking/walking and fishing/hunting in
Coppermine than Cambridge Bay

–Coppermine had highest proportion of vacationers (31%), com-
pared with 18% for Cambridge Bay and 17% for Holman

–if visitation grows by 2% per year for Arctic Coast and Cop-
permine, by 1992 Arctic Coast would have 1,300 and Copper-
mine would have 284 non-N.W.T. resident summer visitors
-Trends:- baby boomers are main visitors

-tourists expecting cultural/educational experiences
-visitors want specialty travel products

-river rafting or canoeing trips
-views of natural environment
-learn of Copper Inuit culture

-population aging so outdoor/adventure market will
decline

-more Canadians traveling in Canada
-deregulation of airlines may lessen travel costs
-more awareness of North due to more news coverage

,



Market Analysis

I t i-ias bee n est 1 ma t ed t hat the rot a 1 nl~mh~ r c, f“ 1-~~,~1– IJ$JT :- ss. j. ?je r~~ ~
trave 11 i ng to the Kit Ikmeot Region during the
September ) remained

summer ( J  Une to

n onst, ant bet we en ~98~ and 1984 at 400, The
Kit i kmeot Visitors Survey (.1 ) , carried out i n 1986, determined
that i n t hat year, 1159 non– NWT residents visited the Kitikmeot
I?eg ian (during the summer. Tota 1 summer non–resident \risitat ion
to the NWT was 52, 000 for that year.

Cambridge Bay, the admi n i st ra t i ve c e nt re for the Region, and
gateway to other re g i ona 1 c ommun i t i es, rece i ved the largest
amount of summer, non– NWT resident visitors which equaled (54%)
764. Coppermine received 22% of the total number of estimated
summer, non– NWT resident visitors which equal led 253,

V i s i t o r  P r o f i l e

Accordirig to the Kitikmeot  Visitors’ Survey, 6~Ti of the visitgrs
to the region were traveling on business (’$09) , 21% were on
“~acation (138) <70) were visiting friends and relatives.and 12% . .
By comparison, 53% (134) of the visitors to Coppermine were
travellizg on business, 31% (78) were on vacation and ‘7% {18)
were visiting friends and relatives. (2) Another 7% (18) were
involved in commuting for work between Coppermine and other area
communities.

Three–quarters of the visitors to the region were male with an
average age of 39 years. Women averaging 36 years of age made up
25% of the su~r non-NWT resident visitation. In most instances
<8970 of the cases) , travel parties to the Kitikmeot  were found to
have no other household members included, Non–business travel
parties averaged 2,4 persons, with 63% of the parties consisting
of one person. For Coppermine, 15% of the non–business parties
consisted of four or more people,

The average length of stay for all non–resident summer visitors

1. Kitikmeot Visitors’ Survey, Canadian Facts!
1986.

Vancouver, B.C.

9u. Ibid., p.3.
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to the region was 11,8 nights. The average investment in a trip ~
to the region was approximately $1, 800 per person, “Those
traveling on vacation spent considerably more on the journey.
For example, for amounts spent while in the Kitikmeot (exclusive
of airfare) the average per person expenditure for vacationers
was .S614, while those on business spent $525 on average and
travelers visiting friends and relatives spent S408, (3)

Statistics obtained from the Aviation Statistics Centre Of
Statistics Canada indicate that for the third quarter (July
through to the end of September) 521 passengers flew into
Coppermine on scheduled aircraft and ’732 passengers flew out.
For the same period a year later, 472 passengers flew in and 513
left. <4) It has been estimated that approximately 70% of all
travel in the NWT, both business and pleasure, is made by NWT
residents. (5) Government sources also indicate that 75% of all
resident travel is for business reasons, Applying these factors
to the air traffic figures provided for Coppermine, the following
table was developed,

Total Total
In out Average Resident Non–Resident Bus. Vac+

Total Bus Vac Total Bus Vac
1986 ~~1 732 677 474 356 118 203 108 95 454 213

70% 75% 25% 30% 53% 47%
1987 472 513 4 9 3 3 4 5  2 5 9  8 6 148 78 70 3 3 7 156

Therefore, in 1986, with an average of 677 visitors to Coppermine
during the summer, 474 passengers (70%) were NWT residents (in
1987 this figure fell to 345 passengers), Of this total, 356 (or
75%) were traveling on business and 118 (25%) were on vacation.
The remaining 30% (203) Of summer visitors were non-NWT
residents. Over half, 53% (108) were traveling on business and
47% or 95 were vacationing, For 1987, as noted, total visitation
was less. Of the 345 resident travelers who visited, 259 were
business travelers and 86 were on vacation, In the non–resident
category 78 were traveling on business and 70 were traveling on
vacation. The decrease in visitation between 1986 and 1987 (of
approximately 7%) is difficult to explain, especially in light of
an increase of over 8% for Cambridge Bay, (6)

In general, these figures are lower than those provided in the

3. Ibid., pp. 10-12,

4. Personal communication with Mike Burchell,  Aviation Statistics
Centre, Statistics Canada, Hull Quebec, September 2, 1988.

5. Government of the NWT,

6. Tnuri=m and Parks Plan, Cambridge Eav, EDA Collaborative Inc. ,
P“ 6’

.
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Kitikmeot Visitors’ Survey, If the se f i gures are at all ,
accurate , v is i tat ion has decreased over the two year period,
This can hardly be construed as a trend, however, Since figures
for Coppermine are campiled on a quarterly basis, it is more
difficult to determine numbers of visitors on a month to month
basis, For Cambridge Bay, nnumbers are reported for each month.

The typical visitor to Coppermine  i.s a lone male:
39;

average a,ge of
traveling for either business or pleasure; interested in

outdoor activities such as fishing or hunting, hiking or walking
and boating when he has free time; and =pending $1800 on this
trip during a stay of 11 nights.

.4s noted earlier, Coppermine had the highest proportion of
vacationers (31%) or 78, compared to either Cambridge Bay (18%)
or Holman (17%).

Demand

The Kitikmeot Visitors$ Survey found that 50% of the visitors to
Coppermine (127 people) took part in business or work–related
activities, Other popular activities which visitors participated
in included: fishing or hunting (42% or 106); hiking or walking
(25% or 63) ; canoeing, boating or rafting (21% or 53); touring or
sightseeing (14% or 35); and two other activities were carried
out by 9% (23) of the visitors, namely photography, filming,
sketching and various recreational activities. Five percent or
15 people engaged in camping while in Coppermine. (7)

Copperrnine can be viewed as attractive to outdoor enthusiasts
interested in consumptive activities (fishing or hunting) as well
as non–consumptive activities such as boating and hiking.
Compared to the other two communities (Cambridge Bay and Holman)
it does not provide opportunities for tours and sightseeing or
afford chances to visit and socialize  with local people.

The primary markets for summer visitors to the Kitikmeot  in 1986
included: Alberta where 2070 Qf the visitors originated,
Yellowknife  19%. U.S. 17%, Ontario 10%, B.C. 8% and European
countries with 8%. The breakdown for business traveller origin
compared to vacation traveller  is as follows: (8)

Yellowknife B.C. Yukon Alta. US Ont. Europe

Bus. Traveller 31% 12% 11% 20%

Vac. Traveller 20% 3 1 %  12% 13%

7. Ibid., p. 15.

8. Ibid,, p. H-2.



V i s i t a t i o n  E s t i m a t e s ,

The amount of summer visitation to the Northwest Territories by
non–NWT residents has increased by 18,2% from 1982 to 1985, Over
five years this increase averages out to 3. 64’% per year.
Indications are, especially in more recent years, that vis~tatiorl
is increasing more rapidly for the NWT, <9) AlthouSh this yearly
increase may be considered conservative, until more definitive
statistics are available, it is the best basis for an analysis of
future visitation,

The Arctic Coast Destination Zone study assigned an annual
increase in visitation to the Arctic ~o~st of 2% per Year tram
1984 to 1994. (10) TravelArctic has noted that this is considered
to be a conservative estimate. However, lack of more precise
data does not allow a more acceptable figure at this time.
Therefore, based on the level of visitation measured in 1986,
approximately 1159 people for the Region and 253 for Coppermine,
the following table would be generated for the years 1986 through
1992,

Anticipated Visitation

Year NWT (3.64%/yr) Arctic Coast Coppermine
(2%/year)

1986 5~,ooo” 1159 253
1937 !53,893 1182 258
1988 55,855 1206 263
1’389 57,888 1230 268
1990 59,995 1255 ,273

1991 62, 179 1280 278
1992 64,442 1306 284

it should be stressed that these estimates are conservative.
The visitation statistics have been largely summer non–resident
traffic only, Visitors in other seasons, residents of the NWT
and those who travelled on non–scheduled (charter) airlines have
not been included.

Based upon the figures generated in the Kitikmeot  Visitors’
,Survey, camping is not a big activity for non–NWT  resident summer
visitors to Coppermine, For example, twice as many people camped
as part of their activities in Cambridge Bay compared to
Coppermine. Perhaps the current condition of the campground at
Coppermine is not attractive to potential users.

9) Conversation with Keith Thompson, Co–ordlnator Market
Research, TravelARctic.

10) Arctic Coast Destination Zone Study, McLaren PlanSearch,
1986, p. 9-26,

.



5

If, for example, 25 of the river users travelled as part of a ,
package trip, the remaining river travelers (this is assumed to
be 45 based on an estimate of 60 users in total) could be
considered as campers, If most parties consist of no more than
10 members, it is possible that 5 campsites could serve any one
party. It is anticipated that most parties would not stay longer
than one week. A maximum of 50 users would constitute 5 grol~ps of
10 each. If each group stayed a maximum of 7 days the campsites
would be occupied continuously for 35 days, With a 2 month
season totalling 62 days, the campground would not be at capacity
given this scenario.

Trend A n a l y s i s

This section examines the trends which currently influence the
Kitlkmeot Region, with implications for Coppermine. It also
looks at future trends which will play a role in years to come,

The “baby boomer” ~eneration (ages 25 to 44) has been viewed as
the population group with the highest inclination to travel.
Ages 35 to 44 are the peak earning years and Kitikmeot  vacations
are expensive. However, airline deregulation may assist in
reducing some of the high costs of travel, Also, the higher
level of education evident in the population and growing interest
in quality of life may also be of benefit to the Kitikmeot
Region, Travelers are seeking more meaningful, sophisticated
vacation experiences, They are much more interested in cultural
and educational activities, Seeing unique Environments and
experiencing other peoples’ lifestyles are becoming adventure=
for particular travelers.

The addition of service from First Air and airline deregulation
likely will make a difference in the amount of traffic to
Coppermine, It is currently believed that Yellowknifers are
finding canoeing part of the Coppermine River a viable weekend
pursuit due to reasonable airfares from Yellowknife to
Coppermine. Airline travel is seen as more affordable.

While the “baby boomers” are a major population segment to
consider, the overall trend is that the population of North
America is aging. Therefore, in the short term outdoor./adventure
experiences should be provided. However, in the longer term
activities more appropriate to older visitors: retirees and
empty–nesters (couples whose children have grown up and moved out
of the parental home), should be developed. Bathurst Inlet
Lodge, for example, caters to those who wish a comfortable
naturalist experience in the Arctic, One does not have to
backpack across rugged country and be self-sufficient.

Canadians appear tu be growing more interested in seeing other
parts of their own country, This could mean increased resident



travel to the NWT and the Arctic Coast. ,

Recent events have focussed  much more attention on the North both
nationally and internationally, The signing of an agreement in
principle  on native land claim in September, the NWT,zFederal
energy accord, concern over the exclusion of the territories in
the Meech Lake agreement, issues of Canadian sovereignty in the
Arctic and commercial use of the Northwest Passage have raised
the Canadian consciousness about the Canadian Arctic. Exhibits
at Expo “86, the annual ‘attack’ on the North Pole and recent
findings from members of the Franklin Expedition buried on
Beechey  Island have inspired international interest.

Increased travel from overseas countries is expected in the
future. Overseas visitors tend to stay longer and spend more
than other travel groups. However, international marketing is
costly. It might be better to focus efforts on Alberta and
British Columbia markets, which have been sources of many
visitors to the NWT and Kltikmeot  Region for some time,

Coppermine  is fortunate to have several unique features to
attract visitors. The Coppermine River is well known as a
challenging and exciting river for canoeists, The history of the
area from the Copper Inuit, to Samuel Hearne’ s search for copper
for the Hudson’ s Bay Company, to the present would be of interest
to many travelers. The natural environment of the area
including interesting landforms such as the river delta and
glacier–formed eskers and wildlife would also attract visitors,



Various sources have provided more detailed information about the
tourists who have visited Coppermine in recent years. Kerry
Horn, the owner/manager of the Coppermine Inn indicated that ~
approximately 150 tourists visited the community this year. (1)
In his estimation approximately 60 of the total number of
visitors travel led down the Copperrnine River, Apparently it was
an equal split between canoeists and rafters, He also noted that
many people came to view scenery, go on naturalists hikes and at
least one group (consisting of 20 people from the eastern UhS
seaboard) came to collect butterflies. Many of the other
visitors were from Ontario and West Germany. It had been
suggested from other sources that residents of Yellowknife  were
traveling to Coppermine for weekend trips on the Copperrnine
River. When Mr. Horn was asked if he noticed =u~h a trend he
immediately dismissed the notion,

The Coppermine Inn offers packaged activities itself and also in
conjunction with Air Canada.

Although two companies offer packaged canoeing or rafting trips
along the Coppermine River {Arctic Waterways and Blackfeather
Wilderness Adventures) only Arctic Waterways has been active on
the Coppermine  River in the last few years. When contacted, a
representative of Blackfeather identified lack of interest as the
main reason for not being active recently. (2) Arctic Waterways,
on the other hand, has been offering two-week rafting trips on
the Coppermine  for several years. This year, for instance, three
trips occurred with a total of 25 clients. This Is a decrease
from last year when 50 clients were entertained, (3)

The R. C,M.P, in Coppermine indicated that 45 people registered
with them as river travelers. Obviously, there are those who
travel the river on their own rather than employing outfitting
services. This was borne out when Yellowknife air charter
companies were contacted. La Ronge Aviation, which handles the
clientele for Arctic Waterways, indicated that about 10 Americans
from Utah also hired La Ronge to take them to the Coppermi.ne
River for a canoeing adventure, (4) A representative from Raecom
Air also indicated about 18 clients who travel led with them to
the Coppermine  River. (5)

1. Personal communication with Kerry Horn, Coppermine, September
20, 1988.

2. Personal communication with Wanda, Blackfeather Wilderness
Adventures, Ottawa, September Go, 1988.

3, Personal communication with Ingmar Rem.mler, Arctic Waterways,
Stevenville, September 20, 1988.

4. La Ronge Aviation, Yellowknife, contacted September 20, 1988,

5. Raecom Air, Yellowknife, contacted September 20, 1988.

.-



In both instances, the representatives of the charter companies ,
noted that many of their clients were from the United States or
European countries. It was also noted that the Coppermine River
had been far more popular in the past, but tourists were now
~oing to more challenging rivers like the Horton, Back, Burnside
or Thelon.

It was generally agreed that the Cuppermine River appealed to
those who were novice canoers  or those who were seeking a
leisurely  journey, not the wild ride of faster moving rivers,
There is only one portage on the Coppermine, at Bloody Falls.

Ingmar Remmler, o f Arctic Waterways, noted that last year the
amount of traffic on the river detracted from the experience most
of his clients sought: wilderness. He admitted that the river
itself is not a challenge, but its history and the fact that it
is located in a vast expanse of northern wilderness is what
brings his clients. Fishermen, flown in to spots on the river to
fish for char, detracted from the sense of remoteness, especially
when motorized craft were also being used. Remmler’s concern is
that with a very .Small increase of numbers of fishermen or
extension of use, the wilderness boaters Will shy away from the
Coppermine River, It should be noted that most of his clientele
is between the ages of 45 and 70,

It can be concluded that there are two basic users of the
Coppermine River: those who travel with experienced guides as
part of a packaged experience and those who make their own travel
arrangements and negotiate the river at their own speed, In
either case the numbers aren’t staggering and have been declining
over several years. Nevertheless, they do coincide with numbers
of boaters determined from the Kitikmeot Visitors’ Survey of
1986, Although, this survey only dealt with non–NWT  residents
there seems to be little evidence to suggest that NWT residents
are also using the river in significant numbers.

Due to the high cost for accommodation and meals at the
Coppermine Inn, other than those river users who travel the river
as part of a package, canoeists and rafters make use of areas in
the community for camping, The current campground/park provided
bythecommunity  is a flat, poorly drained, exposed expanse of
land on the shore which is also used locally for baseball games
and picnicking. Since the ballfield is to be moved this site
could be improved by installing properly functioning outhouses,
shelters to bring people some protection from the wind and rain,
as well as a location to cook meals.

If, for example, 25 of the river users travelled as part of a
package trip, the remaining river travelers, assumed to be 45
(estimate of 60 users in total), could be considered as campers,
If most parties consist of no more than 10 members, it is
possible that 5 campsites could serve any one party. Most



parties would not stay longer than one week, therefore 45 to 50 ~
users would constitute 5 groups of ten each and if each group
stayed a maximum of 7 days the campsites would be occupied
continuously for 35 days. With a two month season of 62 days,
the campground would not be at capacity given this scenario.
In the Kitlkmeot  Visitors Survey it was found that only 6% or ‘3
people took part in camping of all of the non–NWT summer resident
visitors who travelled  to Coppermine in 1986. (6) Camping,
therefore, is not a big activity of the people who visited.

ARCHAEOLOGY

Contact with  David Morris~on at the Mu~eum of Man in Ottawa (an
September 22, 1988) provided the following information. There
are numerous archaeological sites in the use are of Copperrnine
residents, including the mouths of the Rae and Richardson Rivers
as well as islands in the Gulf, notably Seven Islands (all Thule
sites) , Purportedly there is a Thule site as well on one of the
islands in the Coppermine River estuary. However, Morrisson
feels that it is either no longer there due to river erosion or
the locals who often camp on those islands have picked it clean.
He has identified other sites in the general area in a
publication by him entitled, “Thule Occupations in the western
Coronation Gulf”.

As far as he is concerned, Bloody Falls is the most important
site in the immediate vicinity. It has four occupations: ~ne
pre–llorset (3,500 years old), one Thule (1,450 A.D.) and two
historic. He would be very concerned if any development took
place at Bloody Falls due to the great potential for disturbance
at these sites. Although there are no plans for further work at
the Falls in the near future, there is still material there.

Morrisson also noted that he doubted very much
Heritage Centre

if” the NOrth&rn

would have any artifacts from the area in its
collection. All the material he is aware of is in the Museum of
Man in Ottawa. Reproductions can be arranged.

. .. . . .
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.i ~rojeot  ~ The G r o u p  2 ~asa - ihtgluklmk School .

For The ~~tment of IK3cal GOvermment  t G07~rzxmen+

1’Copperrdne , Our Townf’

I

Keti Adams -teaoher

,

.Mtm  Ibnna a n d  Mrla vleited titli us w e  dlscuesed  ae a class the tior-

we ~ cl been given and the suggestions wet d received . I!he elms deoided to

oonsider the I%mJ.et of Coppemd,m  under the tha-w guumd. hidbgs of

Fresent , Ast, and 3hture. iVlth a EUXQUJU of direotion from the teaeher

the 8tudents  decided to QXPlOrfJ the hiatory of Coppermise and Its deveLop-

ZiNxlt l?rom appruALIMWy the tum Qf tile aen~ *O *lae prosen$ .

!he ~et

Coppenine  is a compamat~vely young uommunity and there are older peoplet
?4 who renmber the town fron Its be@nn3ngs c ‘iYe made a list of paople whom

we thought would be wUJ.- to take the time to aome id talk tith ua Q

Amangenents  were made for the school  secreta~ to aot as B translator and

WM bc~ to ia& to OUMO of thbtia ~e@~ - OUt~~ tha px’oitdt  , **

queatione  the s tudents  might aak , and tx@ng to arrange for a mu-1.y.

mnvenient  time  ● Tho s t u d e n t s  dereloped  a atamdard  sot of quc~tlona  whAoh

they thought would aid the XIeoplo u remembering the old days , ~e intervimm

hy ‘&.e

‘iue

o f  the

teaoher and notes were taken .

fol lowing people wore especid.ly  helpful to us J 31shop ~~u.rry$ Xshup

and Joe Allen

~ Frd Tk@m.na, 12byor nf th Haml*t of Cop~emUne

. . .
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Donald  .HMAoyak,  O. N,Wo T, ~

RUard,&@.ioan  bNssion ~

arid Joanne lk@una~ sohool

c&nAn4

hther MJ.a Iagointe,  R, C.MISSi.on  , Rev. Uwld

Kerry Horn, h?, O, T. , Joe Mllukshukt ret ‘d HBC ,

aecretary  ●

On the old maps the present -day sl@t of Coppeznd.ae ma called Fort Heiune

for S~uel Heame the ~sh explorer. However, there were fears o f

navigat ional  ocmfwaion  with the nearbye cape Hearne  and the name TVIMI  chmged~

The Inukt2tut name Ku@Astuk  aomes from the ph.raae t the pkce of the falls I

a referenoe to Illoody Falls -  twelve  kilcmetms up the Coppem&2e .River ●

ae a seasonal  camp by members of the Klengenberg rauyt There waa one shed
o

erected by them aa a store , . In the 1 tmntieel the area wa~ described ae e+

) good area for ptarml,gan  .

Coppe*e aa ~a result of an

deaths tha~ people were timid

1928 m 1950 Coppermim WIM it

influenza epidenici Q

to go thoro  any more
●

t=ti~ and X’SSUPP4

TIWre  had been

● 122 the yeara

oentre ●  Most

so mm.ny

between

famil.ie8

a$ Uh#.etaas  and Xater.

Generally ,  the pooph of the area , tmdltioaally spfmt the~r  wiaters on

the sea-ice and their eummera on the Mnd ● timag on tne zce m wm~er per-

mitted  &em to hunt seals  to feed and olotie their families and to heat their

U6 brea~ holes . AU the

and driftwood soaked ira seal-

-.. . .
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in the Spring to drwndance , socialize , and r:eupply . (Out of:. that annLAQ

even$ our pregent Spring ties kqe evol~ed.a  me people would diaperea in- ‘

land as the ri~ers bec~e free or ice .~ey spent the summer end early fall

inland followbg the caribou herds , and fisldng at the weirs with spears

(~i~) ad at 300dY Nils with a two-hook spear which when drawn zapid-

ly tdgh  tha water toward the shore would catch many fish .(It would apge~r

tkat thi3 ?~ppll.ng~  spear was not used emywhe~e elee  in the north.  )  me

life ia the oampm on or veq near the sea- ice  in titer .
# After W. estaUahaent Qf the A.u&cIu :21aeion , the H132 and the NM?
.
J at CopperMae a ehift 0CfX13r0d m me ii= patterns or tne peop~e. It

would appecu? thnt this ma due , ia part, to the arrival of a convenient

fat to heat their homes), and came to CoppeXe* to trade and reeupply.

A second group continued to Mve along  the eoaat and travel with the aeswons c

A th ird  emaller group of acme aix or aeven  faailies e s t a b l i s h e d  Coppexmine

aa their home and worked more direotly with the southerners who lived there.

i’tlien the present .Soman Cat&Olis pfiest .Fathe~ Ovila Iapointe  was a p p o i n -

ted to the churoh la Coppexmine  for~.two years ago Ma journey was Duoh =ore

adventurous than our present-ky tzavel . . ?Ielaft Uontreal on the nineteenth

of June , 1941 , trayellerl by train weet to Fort Uacuurray , &y br*- to Ft*
.

Ai$h , by aieaion boat to Tuktoydctuic , and finally by the now Waoua Our

iiecrLy two

.
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traveUed In tvio days. Nine yearn later when the Blahop of tie hQt~o  Rt~

~ev. John R. Sperry first aerae to the north he L=wlled fim E~onton *Q

Yellowknif  e on a D C-3 and by Norseman on floats to Cogpe-e ● ~Qn he ~-

~~ved ~hore ~-~e (.jdy & Eaall &OUp Of fEmill. cEl IiV-l ng wmarumtly ~

Cop>ernine.  Axlon3 them ‘.~era the IGuulngoeks,  the I?elvanas ~ WmV Wok ts

other

?ower

t ~ede~lt  ~~~g~  ~ tom , TIIe LIOT @nsmtors contiued t o  WPW”

until the Northern Canada ?ower Commlu8ion  hook over acme yezm latero

IWlng the 1960ts planes rlew into Co~pozmine onoe ● veqy week or LWU and

landed  on the sand bar just in front of to’:m. or m floats nearbye ,lkdl ar -

rived on tnese planes ad We handled  et the .= store •m~tgr ma Bwped uP

from in front of the tcmn d deuvosed by -k to ~OMSS ● k’ 1962 * PresfInt

RC c h u r c h  was built , The I?CIW establLahed  its ?owerhouse between 1966 ad

196A* ~ tie tid-sixtiea aost peo~le had zaoved into CdSpmnine or lt8 &ed-

.- —. ---  . . ,, . .
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a d a p t e d  fm ‘ldorthernll  condZtlons  .Mg teama decltied In populari~ durtng

the lntc Otxtiear but as late as 1967 evezg fanny had a team and $tak@d L“

them out by the beach . The old wins of the achool  ma built the same yeuk.

‘he 1970 ts brou~t many ohangea  to Coppamine . Ix 1970 the Co-op store

and a mall museum adjaaenii to it burnt down. They Occupied B site ju4t ac-

ross the road fro~ the ?reseat t~y? ~toro. Construction began on a aev store

shortly thereafter. The new wing of

the gymnaslwa  , the o?en area ~ the

home econonics

tuo and a

1977 . 5 9  my
4

a YIew store In
YII

ration cane so

the school was built h 1973. It imluded

administration area ~the chop , and the

yearn to complete . The iaxnlnal

store which  mt by the beaah f o r

WAn begun in 1275 and took

building  was constructed In

_ Y@*S was Wplaced  by

November ~ 19’78  ● In hoember of 1973 the annual raarlbou mi&-

close to town and in aucknumbera  that inaoming Jlanea had

tn f IIUZZT the rUn\~y before kndlng to drive the Snilnals Orf the Strzpt

Zn spite of high  predation the herd remained in the area unttl January .

The seventlee eaw Coppennine  become an L.ncreaeingly  prosperous  community
.

becau~e of jobs for wage.earnera  In natu~l resoI@M exploratf.on  areas such

of the people

the 1980’ s .

Contoytow Lake ,

Ltrn positive and

was instrumental

and tha 3eaufort Sea . MS new

negative reeulta and the aodve

h dealing with tho jresent ad

proaperib

participation

grew for

C!opperaae achieved &mlet etatua on .\pril 3 , 1981 ,- giving the pee?lo

~ imater mea=e of f~cial control over? and

nlui:ity and it; future ● ‘rho Ocmmunlty recreation

tor of 19s0 md officially in the Spring  of 1983
.;

responsibility for the com-

OOlliplC% ma bcuu tho win-

●
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one

the

nor was It inten-

students thought

.%eg year the ‘face  1 of (loppcxmina changes - new hom8 , n e w  buildi?qgo ,

renovations , and expansion . The 6tUdentB were at f$rst puzzled aa to how

they could e~ress their feeliaga 13bout Coppesine ri@t nom . This seg2ent

02 the projeot

extrezae and ao

SuggBati nn~

?hese ideaa

was worked on sarlier m the ywr when the weathos ww stiU

perhaps qtite naturally they thought about their homes.

for Rmt-2ffeoient Zoueea

were the offspring of seveml days dimmeioxl oa what theyw
e

thou~t Was wrong

)}
fiproved .

1.

2 .

3*

4.

5*

6,

7*

8,

‘3*

),:

A cold-d.nk

tith their homes , and how , if posaibl.e they dght be

h ‘de porch (like m Ieoo) to reduce chaftii  ,

A dehumidifioa  in the ornwl-apaoa  (ottio) to moiature  eondenaatioa  a n d

Insulate the batbroom vent pipes to reduce” aidlar ooadensation,

Szaallera ndfewermbdowa topreventheatlo~s .  “

C lo thes  dryers oould b. veated to E sub floor to aid in heat r~tentiofi.

A double repour barrier might  prevent. ~Spring ahowerst.

f-=wh S1OPO roof for pacaivo  aolar heating in sumer ,

,.. , - . .
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Double doore to

Large perch  for

and locks .

Row housl,~ aocomod,ation would require less heat by reduaiq heat 10SS

through heat/wall. aharlng .

‘m mm

The c~laren were very optlaistla  about We future of Coppexmiaeo  They

felt tkt the tom and its people would be around for a long  tie to eome~

Z%is corlce.m arises frmt the physical tiers ~hiah  f e r n

tic prcqgza$ cgpzlw~ - the CO~JeZ’EIinf!  ~Ter to the south
#

tion Gulf to the nozth, and tho  ridges to the west.A good
t

the boundariesof

and  emnt , Cc)ronA-

portion of the land
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DIVISION OF TOURIS14

RECREATIONAL SITE REPORT

NAME ‘CoppermineU Community Park.

VICINITY Coppermine$ N.H.T.

STATUS Vacant Crown Land

BOUNDARIES

Adjacent to atrport road, approx. 750 ft. frontage, and
approx. 1200 ft .  depth. P of C at the comer of access
road Into gravel pit and main airport road

TOPOGRAPHY

Level patches, mostly gently sloplng, southerly as ect,
bounded on north by high rock outcrop (40 ft. high!

PHYSICAL RECREATION FEATURES

Vista over the Coppermine River, interesting flowers
and bird life. Rock climbing possibilities, camping
and picnicking possibilities. Rockhounding.

FOREST AND GROUND COVER

Ground cover of tundra species, occasional willows
reaching 2 ft. high. Large variety of wild flowers,
and plentiful wild cranberries.

SOIL CONDITIONS

Tundra, humnocky ground, level patches on crest of
slopes, drainage generally good.

WATER SUPPLY

None

LOCATION AND ACCESS

Approx.  4000 ft. from coimnunity via a rudimentary trail
and cross country. 6000 - 7000° from Town via airport
road, 3000° + from airstrip via airport mad. Accessi-
bility is fa~ourable also from Comwmdne  R.. —. –,,
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11. RECREATIONAL POTENTIAL

Potential for camping, picnlcklng, hlklng, berry picking,
viewing, rock cllmblng, photography and nature study.

12. PRESENT RECREATIONAL USE

Limited to occasional hiking, photography, berry picking.

13. CONFLICTS

Site of former gravel pit, scaning evident, and may be
used again as a source of gravel. No conflict with D.O.T.

14. IMPROVEMENTS

Access road to and through gravel pit leads to a favora-
ble development area.

15. PARK DEVELOPMENT POSSIBILITIES

Development possibilities for picnicking and camping
f a c i l i t i e s .

160 CONCLUSIONS AND SUM4ARY

The site will adequately serve the formal picnicking
requirements of the residents of Coppermine and more
then adequately serve the camping need of visitors
to Coppennine. This site is the best location for
such facilities near the settlement.

170 RECOMMENDATIONS

Development of this site should include:

1. Improvements to the gravel pit road. Minor grading
will make this road suitable for use by all vehicles.

2. Grading a parking and turnaround area of about 100’
square near the easterly end of the gravel pit.

3. Provision of a kitchen shelter and chemical toilets
near the parking area. This service ama should also
include a tank for drinking water and a garbage
collection area which can contain up to 4 garbage cans.
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170 RECOMMENDATIONS

4. Ten picnic-camping areasat least 5of which are
equipped with fireplace grills. All areas to
have a table, and garbage can.

5. One large entrance sign c/w lettering and
polar bear at airport road. Interior signs to
include kitchen shelter, mns and womens toilets,
picnic symbol, tenting symbol, permits req’. and
central garbage disposal sign, drinking waters
anti litter, and general descriptive info sign.
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