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EDA COLLABORATIVE INC.

Landscape Architecture. Urban Design+ Environmental Planning” Tourism Design
10532110 Street, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T5H 3CS
Tel. (403 ) 423-4990 Fax (403) 426-0659

January 17, 1989
File: E8073

Mr. Joe Ohokannoak

Regional Tourism Officer

Economic Development and Tourism
Government of the Northwest Territories
Box 78

Cambridge Bay, Northwest Territories
XOE 0C0

Dear Sir:

Re: Park and Trail Development Master Plan
Coppermine, Northwest Territories

We are pleased to submit herein our observations and recommendations for the
development of a Park and Trall Devel_oEment Master Plan for Coppermine. This
study’s intent is to provide a plan which can guide tourism and park upgrading
efforts over the next five years. The plan is specifically facility oriented
and would complement the ongoing need for promotional programming.

When implemented the plan would see the establishment of two new Territorial
Parks within the Hamlet boundaries. The first would offer both upgraded day use
and campsite opportunities at the existin? community park. The second
recognizes the significance of Bloody Falls as a landscape and historical
feature by creating a new park centered on the falls.

Indirectly related to these park improvement programs are the plan’s
recommendations for information and interpretive facilities. Included are plans
for information improvements at the airport Coppermine Im, interpretive walking
tours and hikes and a uniqgue community exﬁibit program. Increased visitor
awareness of the area’s tourist opportunities, natural history and culture are
the main themes of these improvements.

We wish to thank Economic Development and Tourism for the opportunity to assist
you in this important regional plan.

Respectfully submitted,
e
EDACOI{ ABORATIVE INC.
!
’@’5:

d Muller, B.L.A., CS.LA.
Associate
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This Park and Trail Development Master Plan is an outgrowth of the Arctic
Coast Destination Zone Tourism Development and Marketing Strategy compl eted

in 1985. That study identified specific development opportunities for
Coppermine which were incorporate in some manner, into the terms of
reference for the current study, namely:

Coppermine area interpretive exhibit,

Arctic coastal tours,

Coppermine River and Community tours,

excursions to the Tree/Richardson rivers,

Hudson’' s Bay interpretive exhibit and tours to Bernard Harbour, and

upgrading of the Coppermine Inn plus provisions of seasonal
accommaodation.

SUIRwNE=

1.1 Purpose and Scope of Study

The Department of Economic Development and Tourism required a Tourism and
Parks Plan for the community. Certain development opportunities,
identified in the 1985 study, were selected for study based on the belief
that these opportunities, if implemented, would improve the park and
tourism facilities. They are:

1. upgrading of community day use area,

2. primitive campsite development at Bloody Fali,
3. Coppermine community tour, and

4.  information facility(s).

The plan provides a framework in which a detailed lorogram for each
opportunity is identified. The result is an overall park and trail
strategy for Coppermine.

12 Regional Setting

Coppermine, located on the Arctic coast at the mouth of the Coppermine
River, was formally established in 1927 as a trading post for theHudson’s
Bay Company. With a population of 888 peoplem, it is the second largest
community in the Kitikmeot Region.

The community is seined by a hotel with dining facilities, the Bay and
Co-op storres, pal service, an R.C.M.P. detachment and hospital/nursing
station. I.ocaf outfitters provide services to visitors interested in
fishing trips or wildlife tours. The. local Hunters and Trappers
Association offers muskox, caribou and grizzly sport hunts. The Coppermine
River also attracts numerous canoeists ard ttmunitsts each year.

Coppermine Introduction  Pagel




13 Detailed Documentation

More background information for this study may be found at the end of this
report in the following appendices:

A List of Contacts,

B Sunummary Report,

C Historica Summaries,

D Market Analysis,

E Coppermine, Our Town, and

F Original Coppermine Community Park.

Coppermine Introduction ~ Page 2
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2.0 DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY

2.1 Visitor Analysis

In the summer of 1986, 1159 people visited the Arctic coast and spent $2.2
million there. These figures constitute a tripling in visitation from
1984. Coppermine itself received 253 visitors, half of whom were
traveling on business - fishin gl_‘]‘i\d hunting were the primary pursuits of
nearly all of the other half. The average length of stay for a visitor in
the Coppermine area is nearly 12 nlghts according to territorial tourism
statistics, although local officials and businessmen estiamte the average
to be less than half that. Aside from business, hunting and fishing, the
most common activities Coppermine visitors took part in were boating,
touring, photography or sketching, and camping. Coppermine is nearly twice
as popular a vacation destination as Holman and Cambridge Bay Generaly,
threequarters of visitors to the Arctic coast are men and their average
age is 39- two-thirds of them come from Alberta, Y ellowknife and the USA
and they spend about $1800 each while they are there. There is virtually
no family visitation to the Arctic.

If development of facilities and interpretation at Coppermine is to
interest and involve the average visitor, it should most certainly appeal
to a middle-aged businessman traveling without his family, spending about
two weeks in the area. Although hunters and anglers account for ailmost all
other visitors, Renewable Resource officers at Coppermine say that
virtually no hunters spend more than one ni%ht in town preferring to get
out of the community and hunt for al of the period they spend there.
Anglers, on the other hand, tend to enmajy learning about the community and
take an interest in many activities othetfan fishing.

As for the future, discernable trends in tourism point to a steady growth
in the numbers of visitors to the Coppermine area. There has been a sharp
increase in the proportion of tourists looking for cultural and educational
experiences and requesting specialty travel products such as wilderness
river rafting and canoeing, views d natural environments and chances to
learn about other cultures.

Clearly, tourism development at Coppermine must provide for the needs and
interests of present and future visitors. To meet this demand, such
development must provide accommodation suitable for different es of
visitors - the private sector now provides accommodation for hinters,
anglers and business travelers and may be expected to keep pace with
demand. However, public sector development of camping accommodation for
boaters and hikersis required in locations dictated by need.

In addition, interpretation of the natural and human history of the
6(E;j)(g»perm_ine area will satisfy demand for learning opportunities by visitors

provide a range of interestig pursuits for the large groportmn of
business travelers spending a re:latively large number of unoccupied
evenings and weekends in the community.

Coppermine Development Strategy ~ Page 3



22 Approaches

The visitor analysis has already shown where the interests of present
visitors lie and what the interests of future visitors are likely tog;. An
interest in the natural environment and the native culture of the area
predominates. We should accommodate those interests by interpreting these
subjects in and around the community. Interpretation goes beyond the
provision of basic information. It helps visitors share a feeling for the
Arctic coast, its people and life above the Arctic Circle. It should aso
heighten the sense of adventure visitors have when they arrive at
Coppermine. For most of these visitors, crossing the Arctic Circle and
venturing north of treeline are exciting elements of the first phase of a
visit. Their curiosgz about the Arctic environment soon extends itself to
include curiosi out how people have been able to survive there -
historically in the present. We should work with those visitor
interests in the communications media we develop by emphasizing the Arctic
environment and itsimpact on life.

We can best accomplish this by spreading our messages and our developments

Ithroughout the community rather than clustering it all in a central
ocation.

2.3 Reposed Visitor Experience

Based upon our analysis of visitors, the scope of this project, the views
of community members, the stories to be told and the unique physical
characteristics of Coppermine and the surrounding area, we have constructed
the following development scenario seen from the wisitor’s point of view.

Vigitors arrive in Coppermine two maor ways. by air and by river. River
traffic now accountsfg)r perhaps a third of tourism in the area athough
significant future increases ‘in visitation will likely be due to air
travel. River users tend to arrive in the hamlet by boating to the west
end where they beach their craft and often make camp. Air travelers
arrive at the airport to the west of the community. In both cases,
visitors enter the hamlet from the west end.

Visitors who arrive by air will be greeted at the terminal by an Arctic
Theme Display (3.4.1). From this, visitors will get an overview of what to
expect in the community and the surrounding environment and will get a
mental picture of the layout of the hamlet and its relationshipp to the
Arctic coast and the Coppermine River. In addition, a number d features
around the central arctic region will be highlighted.

Nearly all visitors, regardless of how they reach the hamlet, drop into the
Copermine Inn early in their stay. Most, in fact, are guests in the
hotel.. As the structure is located at a key spot on the west side of the
hamlet, it is an ideal location for the Information/Orientation Exhibit
(3.4.2) to give visitors a good idea of what there is to see and do in the
area. In addition, visitors may pick up a copy of the Coppermine Visitor

Orientation Pamphlet (3.3.1) at the inn if they have not already done so at
the airport.

Coppermine Development Strategy ~ Page 4




The west end of the hamlet is also an excellent place to begin the
Community our and Hikes (3.3). Along the route which proceeds east aon
the wateront, south above the river and west back through the middie o
the hamlet, visitors will see places of historic and natural interest
interpreted through signs, displays and exhibits. Signs outline stories
related to the ealy Northwest Mounted Police, Roman Catholic Mission,
%overnment dock, udson’s Bay Company, Masonic plaque, Anglican Mission,

oppermine River, power and water supply, Pentecostal Mission, and the
physical surroundings.

Feature exhibits delve into some of these stories more deeply. A feature
exhibit at the Co-op about ceatry'story, first peoples, Inuit life, and
crafts (4.2 Copper People Exhibit) will help visitors understand the
traditional relationship between man and the Arctic environment. Another
feature exhibit (4.1 Arctic Tundra Exhibit) in the government building will
deal with tundra and marine natural communities in the Coppermine area and
will highlight the Department of Renewable Resources work in managing
resources locally.

So much more can be told about the natural and human history of the area
than can be conveyed in a few signs and exhibits. In order to revea the
kind of detail visitors show so much interest in, we encourage the
development of community-sponsored displays (3.4.2 Community Exhibits)
which can go into special stories at greater legth We recommend areas
associated with the RCMP, all three churches, therudson’s Bay, the Chamber
of Commerce, and the Hunters and Trapers Association be developed to show
visitors a little more about the significance of each in Coppermine. While
such displays will vary in content, size, presentation style, hours and
operating conditions, they can contribute immensely to the character and
vaue of the walking tour.

The tundra and the unusual nature of the relationship between the people
and this land cannot be fully appreciated by visitors without traveling,
even for a short distance, outside the hamlet. Hardier visitors may wi
to make day-hikes to Bloody Fall or west along the coast and back. People
who enjoy a casua stroll or who aren’t up to a full blown hike will enjoy
avidgit to one of the lakes behind the hamlet.

Visitors to Bloody Fall who come down the river and portzg e around the
falls, probably camping there on their last night betcore reachin
Coppermine, will find an improved campsite and an on-site exhibit (3.
Bloody Fall Campground and:igns) neartle campsite above the falls on the
west side of the river. The exhibit will deal with the history of the
falls themselves and the incident which gave them their name. The falls
will be sugges=d as a good destination for a day hike from the community
as well. oeists also require improved camping facilities along the
shore at Coppermine and we have made provision in this plan for

imrf(r)ovements to the community park to fulfil this need (3.1 Community
Park).

Still, more should be said about the Arctic environment around Coppermine;
yet, it would be inappropriate to erect on-site exhibits all over the
tundra to point out wgoortant features. Instead, we prp ose a guide to the
tundra (4. Arctic Tundra Exploration Guide) be pub lished to dea with

Coppermine Development Strategy ~ Paged



these subjects and to point visitors to the trails and activities of the
area. The guide will also be ex};gfed and retained as a souvenir by
visitors who travel up to Bloody Fall or across to the islands or farther
by boat. These activities will, infact, be encouraged in the guide as
way's to see as much of the area as possible.

Every visitor to Coppermine should encounter a community host during their
visit ﬁ3.5 Community Host). The host, hired within the community, should
be able to provide personal tours of the hamlet and surrounding area and
refer visitors to the otler things to do while they visit Coppermine.

The basic visitor experience in Coppermine will be enhanced greatly with
the developnents we recommend here. They will augment personal services
now provided by local businessmen and residents and will especially enhance
opportunities for visitors to enjoy the community and the outlyln? area on
their own. In either case, whether visitors are gui'ded or self-guiding,
‘tht'xl?will come to appreciate the specia character d Coppermine, and they

il choose to stay longer and return more often to a place they have
enjoyed learning so much about.

24 Social and Economic Impacts

While a detailed socio-economic égndoact study did not form part of this
project, several influences of peposed developments on the people and the
economy of Coppermine shoull be noted.

First, the interpretive develcgents will be of significant benefit to the
peo le of (Copermine regar of the benefits to tourism. Much of the
tractional culture and way of life of northern peoples has disappeared in
recent history - the Copper People exhibit, in particular, offers the
opportunity to present aspects of culture and lifestyle in a lively, three-
dimensional way which adults in the community can show their children and
which the school can use in cultural education. Similarly, the other media
have the potential to serve the community as beneficidly as they will
seine visitors. They should become a source of knowledge and pride for
Coppermine.

Second, the impact of increased visitation and longer visits on the social
fabric of the community should be considered in planning the implementation
of the tourism plan for Coppermine. Both the potential stress of increased
numbers of visitors and the rate of that increase over time should be taken
INnto account.

The economic impact of these developments on Coppermine will depend
primarily on what economic activities the community Will engage in to
accommodate the tourists. At gresent, the major economic activitiés of the
community are handicrafts and carving, trp ping, sealing, fishing, hunting,
and oil and gas exploration. Clearly, developments recommended in this
study will enhance handicraft and carving sales at the Co-op and will have
an redirect impact on fishingand hunting as activities many visitors will
engage in. The effect of tge combined basic and further development
projects will be to first extend the average length of a visit by a or
more and, second, as improved facilities and activities become known, bring
more visitors to the area. Economic impacts will be felt only to the

Coppermine Development Strategy ~ Page 6




extent that tourists have an opportunity to spend money in the community.
The challenge will be for the Prlvate sector to develop facilities and

activities to take advantage of the economic opportunities as they
inevitably increase.

25 Development Priorities

We have divided the developments outlined in this report into those which
should be implemented to provide a minimum level of service to visitors and
those which will add significanly to the quality of the visitor
experience. The first group of cevelopments, referred to as Basic
Developments and examined in"section 3.0, should b-pursued to completion
as soon as possible in the order of priority listed in this report. The
second group, referred to as Further Development% will require a greater
level of research and planning but are the lands of developments that will
not only enhance visitor experiences significantly but will attract new
visitors to Coppermine, contribute to visitors decisions to stay longer in
the area and encourage visitors to return.

The basic developments group and the further developments group are of
roughly equal cost and could be implemented on a phased basis, providing
for consistent development over a period of time. It is important to note,
then, that the orientation material recommended here shoull be designed to
be more flexible than usual so that they may be changed easily and
inexpensively as new developments are completed. For example, the
orientation phlet (3.3.1) and the orientation displ%vs (3.4.2) may show
the range d basic developments when first implementdbut will have to be

atered to show the complement of further development when it comes on
stream later.

2.6 Basic Development Phasing and Costs

The following two charts examine the basic development projects in greater
detail, showing the range of estimated costs and a proposed implementation
timetable. Costs for further development projects can be found in Section

S as can greater detail labour project phases and personnel to be
involved.

Coppermine Development Strategy  Page7
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3.0 BASIC DEVELOPMENT

3.1

Community Park (Figure 2 & 3)

The park area, identified by community residents, is located at water's
edge, adjacent to the main airport roadway. As the first developed site
that one passes coming from the aifport mto the community, the park
provides an ideal setting for an u ed entry treatment and although it
does not provide an easily accessule park for community residents, its
separation would be seen as a benefit to campers and canoeists wishing

privacy.
Proposed Program

In light of the above, we propose that the existing community park be
upgraded to include a general day use area and separate tourist campground
area. Specific upgrading elements include:

- remove existing ball diamond and develop 5 campsites large enough to
accommodate an activity area and a tenting area (+ 60 m2)

- provide concrete-based picnic tables for each activity area _
provide raised timber tent pads complete with tie down loops and chains

- construct a wind protection berm on the shoreline side of the campsites
(minimum of 1.2 m high)

- construct a combination campground shelter/outhouse and potable water
source tank as one structure
construct a new central service road to access both the campsite area and
day usearea . .

- provide 4 picnic tables and a level free play area in the day-use portion
of the park

- instal identification and regulatory signs

- designate open space area as a community park in order to take advantage
of Territorial funding opportunities

3.2 Bloody Fall Campground and Signs (Figure 4)

The falls, located within the present Hamlet control boundaries, is a
current and traditional camping and fishing area. The area is used for and
intensive fishing for Arctic char and it is the usual last overnight camp
of canoeists and rafters on the Coppermine River, before they reach the
hamlet. A portage and random campsite are 1ocated on the north side of the
falls where the bank forms a relatively level plateau compared with the
opposite side which rises considerably higher, forming steep cliffs. The
mte contains about five sites, within a cleared area surrounded by low
rubs.

Bloody Fall is an important archaeological site with evidence of four
occué ations dating back to pre-Dorset cultures. Extensive development at
the &ils is opposed by numerous groups including Renewable Resources, HTA
and Museum of Civilization.

Coppermine Basic Development Page 8
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The Coppermine River has been far more popular with canoeists in the past
but many now seek more challenging rivers. Of those who continue to use
the river, there are two basic types. those who travel with experienced
guides as part of a package tour and those who make their own travel
arrangements. There is greater potential for visitation to the falls from
the population who reach Coppermine by air. Tours to the falls are
presently offered by local outf?tters, via boat, and these could be

expanded and better publicized. Hiking time to Bloody Fall from
Coppermine, is about five hours and it would make an excellent trip across
the tundra for hikers interested in the natural environment. Hikers could
make a day trip of the outing or could camp at the falls. Although there
is a well used track to the falls from Coppermine, few visitors now make
the journey, likely due to a lack of promotion and a lack of information
about what can be seen along the way and at the site.

Proposed Program

Upgrade the existing campsite area and develop a coordinated interpretive
plan in conjunction with the community plan. A key feature of the
interpretation  plan  will be an on-site exhibit. Specific upgrading
elementsinclude:

- construct an enlarged campsite area adjacent the portage traill in the
vicinity of the existing campsite

- given existing and projected use by river users, five or six cleared
campsites should be provided in a new separate area which would be
entered by a new access trail off the main portage route

Coppermine Basic Development  Page 9
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- two fire rings and two picnic tables should be installed together with a
single privy (honey bucket) in a food preparation area separate from the
tenting area _

- install directional signs at both trail heads of the portage and at the
carrr:;)sute access trail _ _ _

- conduct a detalled archaeological survey of the campsite area prior to
devel opment _

- designate the Bloody Fall area as an Outdoor Recreation Park to take
advantage of territorial finding opportunities _ _

- designate a park boundary that includes the entire falls area and river
islands 4.68Hg(refer to attached plan) Bloody Fall On-site Exhibit

- to be located near the campsite with a commanding view of the falls and
the island down-river _ _ _

- two or three signs of same style as the community walking tour (3.6) will
be required _

- text and graphics will deal with historical significance of site and
events whid occurred there _ o

- no specific mention of archaeological resources existing nearby should be
made in order to preserve them

Community Tour and Hikes (Figure 5 & 6)

Tour

The rationale for a community walking tour and area hikes is outlined in
2.3, Visitor Experience. The community tour will link many locations
throughout the hamlet and the surrouri % area. Each stop on the tour
(about 12 to begin with) will be marked wih a small sign containing one or

two photographs and not more than 100 words of text. Visitors may be
uided on a personal tour by the community host (3.1), or may guide
themselves by means of the pamphlet (3.3) and signs.

lboo Wk~
N
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The route will begin a the west end of the hamlet on the waterfront,
proceed east along the waterfront to a view of the Coppermine River and ,
return through the hamlet to finish at the government building. Stops
along the route may include:

- northwest mounted police site,

- Roman Catholic mission,

- government dock, _

- original Hudson’'s Bay site,

- Mason’s plague,

- Anglican mission, o

- Coppermine River mouth on-site exhibit (existing)

- Coppermine River on-site exhibit (new, to look upriver),

- Pentecostal Church,

- Coppermine Coop and Copper People Exhibit (4.2),

- Hunters and Trappers Association office,

- gwernment office and Arctic Tundra Exhibit (4.3), and

- oppermine Inn and Information/orientation Exhibit (3.3)

Hikes

In addition to the Community Tour, three area hikes have been recommended

and described in the communi ty visitor guide. Although weather

conditions prevented inventory of g;@e trails, they would appear to offer

tourists ¢ gow selection of landscape experiences. Existing use of these

K‘a'}l% IS own, although all are used yvlocal residents for hiking or
V. use.
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Two major recommendations are made to upgrade these trails. First, a
detailed hiking guide should be produced indicating trail location, length
and natural history features in the area of the hike (3.3.1). The second
recommendation is that an improved signage and trail marker system be
developed to complement the trail guide. Trail head signage should be
installed indicating the start of a traill and rock carins or inukshuks be
constructed at regular intervals along the trail indicating the trail
location. All the trails should also be named to aid’in common
identification.

Historic Building Evaluation

As the two oldest structures still on their original site, the old Ba
building and the Anglican mission deserve recognition in any overa
community interpretation plan. Both buildig(ic;s serve a useful purpose, are
well maintained and have not been abandoned. The old Bay building remains

essentially unchanged from the time it was built, requiring only exterior
painting and new roofing to restore it to its near origina condition. The
addition of an identification sign, possibly above the door, with the
building’'s name and date, would complete the proposed restoration.

The Anglican mission has changed much more in appearance from its original
condition (refer to photographs). The building is used as a residence and
would require extensive renovation both on the interior and the exterior to
restore it. Given these conditions, it is recommended that restoration not
be pursued until such time as the building is no longer useful. Instead,

the building should be identified and its history and significance
explained as part of the community tour.
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33.1 Visitor Orientation Pamphlet

34

This pamphlet will be similar to the one now produced for Coppermine and
will be given away at visitor reception areas throughout the commurty. It
will contain at least a maﬁ) showing the community tour and hikes 3.6),
photos of tundra and outlying islans, photos of suggested activities and a
minimum of text.

Information/Interpretive Facilities

34.1 Arctic Theme Display

The rationale for this display is outlined in 23 Visitor Experience. The
most important purposes of this display are to create a sense of arrival
and anticipation among visitors reaching Coppermine by air, and heighten
their natural interest in the tundra environment and things to see and do
in the Coppermine area. The main characteristics of the display will be:
- located in air terminal
- occupies wall space only _ _
presents a large, flat, colourful, wall-mounted Coppermine orientation
map
uses poster-size photos and photo collages to suggest and summarize major
tundra messages _ _
- suggests other places to see tundra and experience the Arctic
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3.4.2 Information/Orientation Exhibit

This exhibit should be located at the Coopermine Inn for the _ reasons
outlined in 2.3, Visitor rience. The * development will require an

addition to the existing ina building. The exhibit should feature a three-
dimensional relief model of the permine area including Coppermine, the
Coppermine River from Bloody Fall to the hamlet, the walking trails in the

area and near idands. Laxge photographs should depict things to do and

should show the area in seasons, featuring the hamlet, the tundra and

the people as much as possible. A prtion of the exhibit will deal with

other tourism opportunities throughout tle kitikmeot region.
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T
3.43 Community Exhibits

These community-sponsored displays and exhibits will be located at various »/ ‘

sites at the discretion of the community. Community groups and businesses

should be encouraged to develop displays about the history and significance

of their institutions and sites. Such displays would remain under the

control of the groups developing them, especially with regard to such

matters as method of viewing by the public and hours of operation. Such

groups as the churches, local businesses, the Hunters and Trappers
ssociation and others could prepare excellent displays of interest to

tourists.

These displays should be encouraged through the provision of a $2,000 grant
for each group submitting an acceptable plan. Consultative assistance in
planning, esigning and la"lpgucmg the displagyould be available from the

{ﬁg”‘ﬁ;ﬁ' government although any financial commitment need not exceed
grant.
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35 community Host

Development of upgraded park and information facilities in Coppermine will ,
create tasks which require person/people to carry them out. The community

ark, for example, requires a person to maintain sites, equipment and

acilities, enforce park regulations and record park usage. A person will

be required to maintain the Bloody Fall campsite, greet visitors to the
community, conduct community tours, provide tourism information about
Coppermine as well as other Arctic Coast communities, help visitors book

trips with local outfitters and keep visitation statistics for Coppermine.

The position of community host would be summer employment but a trainin
li_eri_oc_i of a week at the beginning of each summer should be provided.
raining in visitor reception and interpretation techniques is available
from such organizations as Interpretation Canada and government tourism
agencies at regional workshops in the spring of each year.
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4.0 FURTHER DEVELOPMENT

While the preceding section, 3.0, deals with a basic level of development
needed to orient visitors to Coppermine, provide them with information

about things to see and do, and get them out and about in the area, further
development will be required in order to interpret the natural and human

history of the area, thereby providing visitors with a deeper and more
satisfying experience with the Arctic tundra and its people. The followin
developments should accomplish these goals within a reasonable budeet an
development timetable. -

4.1 Arctic Tundra Exhibit

This exhibit, outlined first in 2.3 Visitor Experience, will acquaint
vistors with the tundra and its living communities. The key
characteristics of the exhibit are as follows:

- to be located in the public building perhaps in the fever between the
Renewable Resources and hamlet offices
will likely require a significant rearrangement of office space on first
floor of existing buildiig but will regtire no new construction
will feature a mounted adult muskox in a central location in the exhibit
and will also employ the grizzly and abino caribou skins as well as
other mounts now ondspay at the Renewable Resources office

- will emphasize the d aracter of the Arctic tundra and the marine
environment, and the living communities found in the Coppermine area

- will also depict current resource studies such as caribou migration
undertaken by the Renewable Resource staff in a manner similar to what
the staff now displays

- opportunities to view tundra and marine communities should be shown

- non-consumptive resource activities should be given as much or more
emphasis as hunting and fishing in order to encourage sustainable tourism
development
estimated preliminary cost: $65,000-$90,000

42 Copper People Exhibit

A major effort should be made to interﬁret the heritage of the Copper Inuit
and show the links between Fe°pl° and the environment and between the past
and the present so that visitors to the north leave with a better
understanding of the environmental, social and cultural roots of modern
life on the Arctic Coast. The following are some highlights of the
proposed exhibit:

- to be located at the Coppermine Co-0 o o
- 'tﬁf'eqw re modifications and an addition to the existing Coop building
- will feature a full-scale reconstruction of all or part of a Thule stone
and wood house of the kind found at Bloody Fall o
- tv'flﬁreductlons of native copper tools and the appurtenances of daily life
il surround and fill the house, suggesting that the builders were
nearly finished and they were starting to use the structure for shelter

Coppermine Further Development Page 18




- <$1"nxs]i>'1?snounted on walls of exhibit room and on shelves or low tables
ill deal with the story of the succession of cultures in the area and
life on the tundra before white men arrived _
-if possible, a dis Im about the working of native crafts should be
included to make a link between the exhibit and the Coop’s sales area
- estimated preliminary cost: $225,000-$275,000

43 Tundra Exploration Guide “

2

Visitors will be eager to identify plants, animals and landforms they see
in the area and a guide to the mostprominent of these can serve as a
first-rate medium for interpreting thelarger story of life in the tundra,
the conditions supportiing rxlt), the interdependence of species and man’'s
rel_%tiofnﬁhip to the environment. Some ideas for the development of such a
guide follow:

- to be sold at visitor reception areas throughout the community _

- magazine format, full colour, about 40 to 50 per cent photographic
content, likely about 7000 to 10,000 words of text
suggested retail $9.95 to $14.95 depending upon wholesale arrangements

- overview Of interaction between landscape, climate and life o

- landscape: what distinguishes it, how it got to be what it is (bedrock
formation, deposition, erosion)

- climate _

- life in the Arctic: prehistoric (warmer times, more recent times),
tundra communities (plants, birds, mammals, fish, insects and other
animals, marine communities), native use (historic and modem?1 o

- g}.u“de to Cogﬁ:ermine: hiking trails, hunting, fishing, other activities

ote: this publication could be made less specific to Coppermine, could
be broadened to include the entire Arctic Coast and be marketed by the
Arctic Coast Tourist Association at outlets across the coast and in
Yellowknife and such key southern air travel gateways to the north as
Edmonton and Montreal
estimated preliminary cost: $25,000-$35,000
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50 IMPLEMENTATION
5.1 Capital Cost Estimates

This Master Plan study is a conceptual level plarming exercise which has a
number of open-ended programmatic elements. The nature of the study and
p\rgfosed progrm are now well suited to the development of a detailed cost
e uztéon. o do this convincingly, a more detailed level of design is
required.

For these reasons, the cost estimate is preliminary and indicates only a
level of magnitude for the L'ﬁlgrading conmpoents. Each estimate provides a
range of cost from low to high. It is felt that this method of expressing
project costs more closely reflects the redlities of a tender process where
arange of bids can be submitted on a given project.

In addition, some inte rrpive presentations will vary significantly in
cost according to final esign considerations. For example, the Copper
People Exhibit calls for the construction of a Thule-Style stone house -
this might be an entire, full scale replica, only ifoﬁon of one, a model
or a diorama - the final decision about manner d presentation will affect
not only the cost of the display but the floor space rqfli1§|ed and the
structure of the hall. To a large extent, decisions about final costs can
be made well before implementation

I the following chart, projects and their estimated costs are listed in
order of their priority. Priorities have been assigned according to the
immediacy of visitor need and the level of service each project will

provide. All costs have been rounded to the nearest thousand for
estimating purposes.

52 Project Estimates and priorities

A Basic Development

Priority - Project Capital Cost
Estimate
1 Community Host
2 Community Exhibits $10,000-20,000
3 Information/Orientation Display 130,000-180,000
4 Community Park 80,000-100,000
5 Community Tour/Hikes 100,000-120,000
6 Bloody Fall Campsite 40,000-60,000
7 Arctic Theme Display 20.000 - 30.000
Subtotal, Basic Devel opment $380,000-$510,000
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B. Further Development

Priority Project Capital Cost
Estimate
8 Arctic Tundra Exhibit $100,000-85,000
9 Copper People Exhibit 300,000-250,000
10 Tundra Guide — 25000 - 35,000
Subtotal $360,000-$435,000
TOTAL $740,000 - $945,000

The following is a summary of the activities required as part of each project.

A Basic Development

2.

Community Exhibit Program at Various Locations in Coppermine ~ :f%m

i) establish a reserve fund that would alow community groups, the
school, churches or local businesses the opportunity to construct
their own exhibits.

Total cost of reserve fund $10,000 to $20,000
Information/Orientation Display at Coppermine Inn

) construct a 20 m2 addition to the existing Coppermine Inn

i) supply and install a three-dimensional relief model of the
Copperrnine area

iiif supply poster-size photo’s of areafeatures and events _ _

v co%struct pamphlet dispenser to hold various information/promotion
guides _

V) ﬁupply and install furnishings including work station for community

ost

vi) supply and install exterior identification sign
Total cost including contingency and design fees $130,000 to $180,000
Coppermine Community Park:

), rel ocate/remove existing ball diamond backstops

i) construct earth protection berm

il construct five wood tent pads

v construct a combination campground shelter, privy and potable water
source tank as one structure _

V) construct a new centrally located service road to access Site

Vi) supply and install nine timber picnic tables (concrete base), four
fire rings (steel) and garbage receptacles
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vii)  fill and level day use areafor free play
viif)  supply and install one new site identification sign and one
campsite/day use area regulatory sign

Total cost including contingency and design fees $80,000 to $100,000
Community Walking Tour/Hikes

il produce Coppermine Visitor orientation pamphl a D
ii|)) %rade Old Bay Building with new exterior painting and new asphalt
roofi

Iv) supply and install three trailhead signs and three directional signs
along the trail

)] supply and install 12 interpretive signs throughout elie communlty

V) construct rock carin or inukshuk traill marker system for all area
hiking trails
Total cost including contingency and design fees $100,000 to $120,000

Bloody Fall Outdoor Recreation Park

), enlarge existing campsite area
i) construct new campsite accesstrail
i) develop a seﬁarate food preparation area adjacent the campsite
lete two timber picnic tables, two fire rings, and one
_ rgépnvy (honey bucket)
Iv) suppl and instal two portage trailhead signs and one campsite
dlrectlonal sign

V) supply and install two interpretive signs at or near the campsite

Vi) upgrade existing portage trail

Total cost including contingency and design fees $40,000 to $60,000
Arctic Theme Display at Airport

) supply and install large, flat wall mounted orientation map

i) supply and install poster-sizephoto’s _ _ _

Ii1) construct pamphlet dispenser tomld visitor orientation guide

Total cost including contingency and design fees $20,000 to $30,000

B. Further Development

8.

Arctic Tundra Exhibit at the Government Office Building

i) renovation of existing office space to create a 45 m2 exhibit area
B at the main building entry

i) supply and install a mounted adult musk ox

ii|§ supply and install interpretive dispiays

iV supply and install exterior identification sign

Total cost including contingency and design fees $85,000 to $100,000
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9. Copper People Exhibit at the Co-op

) construct a47 rn2 addition to the existing Co-o

i .
i) construct a full-scale re-construction oFall or part of a Thule
stone and wood house

iii)  supply and install native copper tools and appurtenances
reproductions

V) supply and install interpretive dispays

V) supply and install exterior identification sign

Total cost including contingency and design fees $250,000 to $300,000
10. Coppermine Tundra Exploration Guide

i) g_reduce 5,000 copies of a magazine format, full colour guide to the
undra

Total cost to write, illustrate and produce
including contingency . $25,000 to $35,000

. it is proposed that the majon’Bt();)f this cost be recovered through sales
of the guide at $10.00 to $180per copy

TOTAL ESTIMATED CAPITAL COST $740,000 to $945,000

53 Operations and Maintenance Estimate

The successful operation of the various facilities identified in this plan, rely
primarily on the ongoing involvement of a community host or hosts. This
Individual would ensure that displays are maintained and information guides
available for visitors use. They would also provide the periodic maintenance
required at the community park and Bloody Fall.

Operations and maintenance estimates which follow apply mainly to utility costs
at the major exhibits and maintenance or replacement costs of the on-site signs,
furnishings, trails and buildings. All costs are shown as ayearly estimate.

a) Coppermine Commmnity Park

including grounds maintenance, site furniture
upkeep, and building maintenance $2,000 to $3,000

b) Bloody Fall Outdoor Recreation Park

including grounds maintenance, site furniture
upkeep, and trail maintenance $2,000 to $3,000

c) CO mmunity Walking Tour/Hikes

including sign and trail maintenance $1,000 to $1,500
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d) COmmunity |nformation/Interpretive Facilities
€) Arctic Theme Display

including sign and photo maintenance,
pamphlet supply $500 to $800

f) Information/Orientation Display

including a portion of utility costs display
maintenance and repair $800 to $1,000

g) Copper People Exhibit

including a portion of utility costs,
display maintenance and repair $1,000 to $1,200

h)  Arctic Tundra Exhibits

including a portion of utility costs,
display maintenance and repair $1,000 to $1,200

1)  community Exhibit Program
included in grant
j)  Coppermine Tundra Exploration Guide
included in capital cost
TOTAL Operation & Maintenance Estimate $8,300 to $11,700

In addition to the specific facility costs, allowance should be made for the
Community Host payment. The position, as envisioned, would be seasonal
employment only catering primarily to the summer high season. Based on three
months, a budget of $500(§ sgould be allocated for part time employment.

5.4 Individual Project Phasing

The following checklists show the major phases involved in planning and
implementing the projects recommended 1n tins study. The first step in pursuing
any of these projects would be to carefully outline the more detailed activities
which should occur in each step.

We suggest a flexible approach in implementing some projects, bearing in mind
that time, information and knowledge will eventually dictate changes to such

itgéndZd as interpretive media. You should be able to change these as required
n
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541 Community Park
ACTION
1. Adopt @n and park designation in principal EDT,
and estitmate budget Hamlet
2. Apply for and expand territorial park Leg. Assembly
designation
3. Inform Municipal and Community Affairs of
designation EDT
4. Refine and expand development program
5. confirm and secure financing EDT
6. Issuedetail design contract for park EDT,
including building DPW
7. DeveloEJIetail design and tender package Private
for Par consultant
8. Issuetender for work DPW
9.  Construct Park facilities Private
Contractor
10. Owner occupancy/operation Hamlet, EDT
5.42 Bloody Fall
ACTION
1. Adopt plan and park designation and EDT, Hamlet
estimate budget HTA, Prince of
Wales Centre
2. Apply for territorial park designation Leg. Assembly
3. Inform Municipal and Community Affairs of
designation EDT
4. Conduct archaeological survey of site area EDT, Prince of
Wales Centre
Museum of
Civilization
5. Refine and expand development program EDT
6. Confirm and secure financing EDT
7. Issue detail design contract for campsite EDT,
including signage DPW
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8.  Develop detail design & tender package Private
for campsite Consultant
9. Issuetender for work DPW
10. Construct campsite facilities Private
Contractor
11. Owner occupancy/operation Hamlet, EDT
5.4 3 Community Tour/Hikes
1. Adopt @an’s recommendationsin principal EDT,
and estimate budget Hamlet
2.  Refine and expand tour program includin%
approval of tour stops, number and type o
sings required and number of trail markers EDT
3. Confirm and secure financing EDT
4.  |Issuedetail design contract for signage EDT,
and trail marking DPW
5. Develop detail design and tender package Private
for signage and markers consultant
ACTION
6.  Issuetender for signage and markers DPW
7. Sup?;y and install signage, construct Private
markers Contractor
8. Owner acceptance EDT, Hamlet
544 Information/Interpretive Facilities Exhibits
Community Exhibits _
Information/Orientation Display
Arctic Theme Display
Arctic Tundra Exhibit
Copper People Exhibit
Note: The Community Exhibits reguire the involvement and action of
various community groups who will work with EDT and the Hamlet on
those phases indicated above.
1. Adopt @an’s recommendationsin principal EDT
and estimate budget Hamlet
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2. Refine and expand facilities prgram EDT
including detailed storyline, media type Private
3. Confirm and secure financing
4. Issuetender calls or requests for quotes
to perform work DPW
5 Supply and install facilities Private
Contractor
6. Owner occupancy/operation EDT
545 Tundra Exploration Guide
1. Adopt @n's recommendation in principal EDT,
and estimate budget Hamlet
Chamber of
ommerce
Cof C
2. Develop more specific terms of reference EDT
for content, length and design CofC
3. Confirm and secure financing EDT,Cof C
ACTION
4. Issue requests for quotes to research, EDT,
write and design book cof c
5. Provide text, photos, illustrations Private
and final artwork Contractors
6.  Issue printing tender EDT,Cof C
7. Print book Contractor
8. Distribute book EDT,Cof C
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CONTACTS
Aime
Outfitter, Coppermine

Adjun, Colin
Wildlife Officer, Coppermine

Bromley, Bob
Wildlife Biologist, Renewable Resources, Yellowknife, NWT

Dixon, Geoffrey
Anglican Preist, Coppermine

Elias, Fred
Secretary Manager, Hamlet of Coppermine

Gunn, Anne
Regiona Biologist, Renewable Resources, Coppermine

Harper, Linette _

Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre, Yellowknife
Hickling, Keith

Wilidlife Officer, Coppermine

Hourihan, Constable P.
R.C.M.P., Coppermine

Irons, Joanne
Coppermine

Jones, Lloyd

Acting Superintendent Renewable Resources, Coppermine
Kanik, Joe

Arctic Circle Lodge, Edmonton

McCann, Chris
Teacher, Coppermine

McKeith, Hugh
Restaurant Owner, Coppermine

Ohin, Derick
Manager, Hudson Bay Store, Coppermine

Patterson, MJ _
Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre, Yellowknife




CONTACTS cent’'d

Pedersen, Fred
Economic Development Officer, Coppermine

Plummer, Chumméar
Plummer's Great Lodge, Yellowknife

Shank, Chris
Raptor Biologist, Yellowknife

Sittak, Bessie
Hunters and Trappers Association, Coppermine

Stephenson Cathy

Conservation Education, Renewable Resources, Yellowknife
Tait, Bill

Canada North Tours, Yellowknife

Tha%ard, Pat _ o

Arctic Coast Tourist Association

Chuck Arnold _

Senior Archaeologist, Northern Heritage Centre

Margaret Bertulli _

Arctic Archaeologist Northern Heritage Centre

John Poirier

Photographer Archives, Northern Heritage Centre

Bruce Gunn

Community Planner, Municipal and Community Affairs, GNWT
Robin Reilly

Co-ordinator, Capital Projects, Tourism and Parks, GNWT
Mike Burchell

Statistician Aviation Statistics Centre

Kerry Horn

Manager/Owner, Coppermine Inn

Ingmar Remmler

Owner/Operator, Arctic Waterways Inc.

David A. MorrisSon
Anthropologist, Museum of Man, Ottawa

Larry Wittaker
Coppermine Chamber of Commerce
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COMMUNITY DAY USE AREA DEVELOPMENT

Terms of Reference

‘The Consultant will review the status of the park, and determine whether it
should be removed or upgraded as a day use area or campground.”

need for legal designation
- name for park
recommend park programme

| ssues/Discussion

- park area, identified by community residents, located at water’s edge,
adjacent main airport roadway.

identified as open space land use area’s E and F in Community Development
Plan (1986)

E - tourist picnic area
F - baseball diamond

- Community Development Plan recommended that area F, the baseball diamond, be
relocated elsewhere 1n the communitv due to insufficient space and poor
orientation for community uses.




- existing site conditions include:

open, exposed shoreline site
no protection from strong winds off the water

- shoreline beach edg: gradually eroding site
imperfectly drainedwith several low areas or swales
excellent access opportunities off the main airport roadway

- isnot centrally located in the community but rather on it’s edge

- existing park structuresinclude a baseball backstop, picnic tables, two
privies, garbage containers, large timber stage and water tank

- severd ground fire sites exist next to the shoreline

- overall maintenance of site was lacking with overturned garbage containers,
broken picnic tables and broken privies

- park area owned and operated by Hamlet

as the first developed site that orp asses coming from thg;rport into the
community, the park provides andeeal setting for an upgragdg entry treatment

- although the site does not provide an easily accessible park for communit
residents, its separation would be seen as a benefit to campers and canoei'sts
wishing privacy

Alternate Sites

- recps%_m'zing the problem that the strong offshore winds pose to campers at the
existing Park site, amore sheltered site, close to the community was explored
with the following recommendation:

- congder the development of a new campground south of the community

adjacent the Coppermine river.

- proposed site lies on a stable floodplan approximately 1 km south of the
community edge

- proposed site would cater primarily to campers canoeing the river and
casual use from the community

- proposed site offers level ground relatively close the main river channel,
good wind protection, views up river and walking trail to community

- limitations to site include braided river channels which would have to be
crossed to access site, the requirement for an upgraded service vehicle
access road and possible disturbance of peregrine falcon nesting area.

Proposed Program:

It is proposed that the existing community park be ugraded to include a general
day use area and separate tourist campground area. In addition, it is proposed
that a r|1ew secondary campsite area be recognized as an aternative to the "in-
town” location.




Existing Community Park

remove existing ball diamond and develop 5 campsites lar e enough to
accommodate an activity area and a tenting area (+ 60 n?)

provide concrete based picnic tables for each activity area
- provide raised timber tent pads complete with tie down loops and chains

construct awind protection berm on the shoreline side of the campsites
(minimum of 1.2 m high)

- construct a combination campground shelter/outhouse and potable water
source tank as one structure

- construct a new central service road to access both the campsite area and
day use area

- provide4 Emic tables and a level free play area in the day use portion
of the par

install identification and regulatory signage

- designate open space area as a ‘ Community Park” in order to take advantage
of Territorial funding opportunities

Secondary Campsite Area
If camper demand warrants, develop a secondary campsite area to include:

an upgrded service access road

- a srgkeouthouse, waste container

-3 picnictablesand 2 firerings o _

- directional signage |ocated on the river shore directing canoeists to the
campsite e : .

- provide trail markers indicating the route into the community
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BLOODY FALLS CAMPSITE DEVELOPMENT

Terms of Reference;

“The consultant should select an appropriate location for a campsite within the
area resewed and should provide direction on numbers of sites and nature of
facilities to be provided.”

- need for legal designation
- provide an Interpretive plan for the area

Issues/Discussion:

- During the community site visit of September 6 to 9th, 1988, the consultants
were unable to visit Bloody Falls due to weather conditions. The following
comments are therefore based on discussions and descriptions from various
community representatives and available mapping information.

- gioody Fallsis located approximately 15 km upstream, on the Coppermine
ver..




- site of historic massacre (refer to historic section)
current and traditional camping/fishing area

usual last overnight campsite for canoeists/rafters on Coppermine River,
before community

- general area used for summer cabins and intensive fishing (char)

- Bloody Falls important archaeological site with evidence of four occupations
dating back to pre-Dorset

- Bloody Fallsis located within the present Hamlet control boundaries

- An existinig peage and random campsite area are located on the north side of
the falls, "This bank of the fallsforms arelatively level plateau while the
opposite Side rises considerably higher, forming steep cliff-like banks.

- extensive development at the Fallsis opposed by numerous groups including;
Renewable Resources, H.T.A. and Museurn of Civilization

- toursto the falls are pesently offered by local outfitters, via boat, for
approximately $5@0/person

- hiking time to Bloody Falls, from Coppermine, is approximately five hours

- aproximately five existing campites are located at the falls, within a
eared area of low shrub gr

- the Coppermine River has been far more popular in the past, however tourists
were now going to more challenging rivers.

- there are two basic users of the river: those who travel with the experienced

guides as part of a package tour and those who make their own travel
arrangements

Proposed Program

Upgrade the existing campsite area and develop a coordinated interpretive plan
in conjunction with the community plan.

Campsite Development

- Construct an enlarged campsite area adjacent the portage trail in the
vicinity of the existing campsite

- given existing and projected use by river users, five or six cleared
campsites should be provided in a new separate area which would be entered
by anew access trail off the main portage route

- two fire rings and two picnic tables should be installed together with a

single privy (honey bucket) in afood preparation area separate from the
tenting area




- install directional iffﬁge at both trail heads of the portage and at the
campsite access trai

- develop an inte rpiive exhibit recognizing the historical importance of
Bloody Falls (reter to interpretive section)

- adetailed archaeological survey of the campsite area should be compl eted
prior development

- designate the Bloody Falls area as an “Outdoor Recreation Park” to take
advantage of territorial funding opportunities

- designate a Park boundig that includes the entire Falls area and River
islands (refer to attached plan)




COMMUNITY TOUR/HIKES

Terms of Reference:

“The consultant will examine the development of community tour(s), recommend
sites to be visited and method of interpretation.”

- aé:cleﬁs ne)ed for restoration of old Bay building (and other selected
uildings
recommend areas for development and/or upgrading of short hikes in the area
surrounding the community

Issues/Discussion:

- The community tour and its rational is described as part of the interpretive
section of thisreport.

Old Bay Buildi

- an evauation of the old Bay building on September 7, 1988 indicated the
following:

- original building, a rectangular structure, has been expanded on twice,
first afill addition to the south side of the building and a latter second
addition to the east end of the building.




- thestructure is of wood frame construction with clapboard siding typical
to its construction date (1928).

- the building sits on timber skids and does not appear to have been moved
since it was constructed.

- thestructureis presently used for furniture storage by the Bay and is
considered critical to thelr storage requirements.

- concern was expressed kythe Bay manager that active erosion of the
adjacent shoreline has placed the building in jeopardy.

- ﬁenerany speaking, the structure appears sound and in good condition.
imr leaking Was observed where the stove pipe Penetrates the roof and the
existing wood and asphalt shingles require replacement.

Original Anglican Mission




- an evaluation of the original Anglican mission indicated the following:

- thizggrigi nal building remains essentially as it was when constructed in
a

- the original steeple is now missing and the building exterior has been
sided with "insule-brick", a one-inch asphalt based siding which has been
applied directly over the original clapboard siding

- the building is still owned by the Anglican Church and is now used as a
residence for new clergy to the region

- the interior has been insulated and finished with wallboard
- generally speaking, the structure appears sound and in good condition

- the buildin agis been designed by the community for the Prince of Wales,
Northern eritage Centre, as a local historic landmark

- the An “glin mission plan to continue to use the building as a residence
but feelthe building will require a total interior renovation within the
next five yearsif it 1s to remain useable

- there is a chance that this building and the ministers residence might be
removed in favour of newer buildings with improved servicing standards

Reposed Program

Asthe two oldest structures still on their original site, the old Bay building
and the Anglican mission deserve recognition in any overall community
interpretation pm. Both buildings serve a useful purpose and have not been
abandoned e well maintained.

The old Bay building remains essentially unchanged from the time it was built,
other than additions, requiring only a paint job and new roofing to restore it
to itsoriginal condition. The addition of an identification signpossibly

above the door, with the building’ s name and date, would comgete the proposed
restoration.

The Anglican mission has changed much more in appearance from its original
condition (refer to photo’s). The building is used as a residence and would
require extensive renovation both on the interior and the exterior to restore
it. Given these conditions, it is recommended that restoration not b pursued
until such time that the building is no longer useful. Instead, the bui

should be identified and its history and significance explained as part of the
community tour.




COMMUNITY AREA HIKES

In addition to the Community Tour (refer to interpretive plan), three area hikes
have been recommended and described in the community’s visitcguide. Although
weather conditions once again prevented inventory of these trail would
appear to offer tourists a good selection of landscape experiences. Existing

use of these trails is unknown, although all are used by local residents for

hiking or A.T.V. use.

Two major recommendations are made to upgrade these trails. First, a detailed
hiking guide should be produced indicating trail location, length and natural
history features in the area of the hike. T Ii;}‘ﬁde is described in further

detail in the interpretive section. The secondrgcommendation is that an
improved signage and trail marker system be developed to complement the trail
guide. Trdilleanl signageshould be installed indicating the start of atrail
and rock carins or inukshiks be constructed at regular intervals along the trail
indicating the trail location. All the trails should aso be named to aid in
common Identification.




INTERPRETIVE PLAN

Information, Orientation and Interpretation Component
Approach

In order to appreciate fully a visit to Coppermine, tourists must be aware of
the range of activities possible in the area and be able to participate in these
activities easily. Visitors to Coppermine express a strong interest in the
history of the community and the pegple, and in the nature of the arctic
environment. Aside from fishing andtunting, the visitor activities for which
Coppermine is primarily known, touring the hamlet and the surrounding country
have become extremely important parts of most people' s visitsthere. The
intention of the information, orientation and interpretation component of the
master plan isto work with visitors' natural curiosity, enthusiasm and desire
to participate in activities. This approach will create a more rewarding visitor
experience in Coppermine.

For most people who visit Cojpeérnine, crossing the Arctic Circle and venturing
north of treeline are exciting deements of the firsphase of avisit. Their

curiosity about the arctic environment soon extends itself to include curiosity
about how people have been able to survive there historically and in the

present. We should work with those visitor interests in the communications media
we develop by emphasizing the arctic environment and itsimpact on life.

We can best accomplish this by spreading our meswges and our media throughout
the community rather than clustering it all in a central location divorced from
the sites the stories revolve around.

Generally, it will be best to try to move visitors around the community and out
into the surrounding environment to allow them to experience as much of the
Coppermine story asthey choose. Clearly, we need waKs to present messages to
visitors where parts of the story have taken place or where some modem aspect
of the story is occurring right now. For these reasons, we recommend an
information/orientation diSplay at a central location, a Series of exhibits,
displays and signs at diverselocations, and two publications and a community
host to tie these elements together and act as references for interested

visitors.

Specifically, we recommend develofigh the followsig media: _

Arctic Theme Display an@ rientationMp to be located at the airport

| nformation/Orientation Dispay to be located at the Coppermine Inn

Copper People Exhibit to belocated at the Coppermine Coop

A};_cnc'run ra Exhibit to be located at the Renewable Resources area

office

Community-devel oped Displays to be located at various sites at the

discretion of the community _

Copoermine Walking Tour to link many locations throughout the hamlet

andthe surrounding area _

1I:?;‘Iﬁ)ody Fall On-site Exhibit to be located near the campsite above the
S
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8.  Coppermine Visitor Orientation Pamphlet to be given away at visitor
reception areas throylwit the community

9. Coppermine Tundra Exploration Guide to be sold at visitor reception
areas throughout the community

10. A community host to give tours, provide information, maintain visitor
facilitiesidentified in this plan and assist in the establishment of
these facilities.

Viitor Experience

Vigitors arrive in Coppermine two major ways. by air and by river. River trafile
now accountsfor perhapsathird of tourism in the area although significant
futureincreasesin visitation will likely be dueto air travel. River users

tend to arrivein the hamlet by boatingto the west end where they beach their
craft and often make camp. Air travellers arrive at the airport to the west of
the community. In both cases, visitors enter the hamlet from the west end.

Visitorswho arrive by air will be greeted at the terminal by an Arctic Theme
Display and Orientation Map (#). From these, visitors will get an overview of
what to expect in the community and the surrounding environment and will get a
mental picture of the layout of the hamlet and its relationship to the Arctic

coast and the Coppermine River.

Nearly all visitors, regardless of how they reach the hamiet, drop into the

Coppermine Inn early in their stay. Most, in fact, are guests in the hotel. As

the structure is located at a key spot on the west side of the hamlet, it isan

ideal location for the Orientation/Information Display (#2) to give visitors a

good idea of what there is to see and do in the area. In addition, visitors mz_i¥

EICk up a copy of the Coppermine Visitor orientation Pamphlet at the inn if they
ave not already done so at the airport.

The west end of the hamlet is also an excellent place to begin the Walking Tour

(#6) of Coppermine. Along the route which proceeds east along the waterfront,

south above the river and west back through the middle of the hamlet, visitors

will see places of historic and natural interest interpreted thmghsigns,

displays and exhibits. Signs outline stories related to the earlNorthwest

Mounted Police, Roman Catholic Mission, government dock, Hudson's Bay Company,
Masonic plague, Anglican Mission, Coppermine River, power and water supply,
Pentecostal Mission, and the physical surroundings.

Feature exhibits delve into some of these stories more deeply. A feature exhibit
on early history, first peoples, Inuit life, and craftsin or attached tothe

Coop (#3. Copper People Exhibit) will help visitors understand the traditional
relationship between man and the arctic environment. Another feature exhibit
(#4. Arctic Tundra Exhibit) in the government building will deal with tundra and
marine natural communities in the Coppermine area and will higkght the
Department of Renewable Resources’ work in managing resourceslocally.

So much more can be told about the natural and human history of the area than

can be conveyed in afew signs and exhibits. In order to reveal the kind of

detail visitors show so much interest@ we encourage the devel opment of
community-sponsored displays (#5) which can go i%;s“gecial stories at greater
length. We recommend areas associated with the RCMP, al three churches, the
Hudson’'s Bay, the Chamber of Commerce, and the Hunters and Trappers Association




be developed to show visitors alittle more about the significance of each in
Coppermine. While such displayswill vary in content, size, presentation style,
hours and gpeiting conditions, they can contribute immensely to the character
and value attthe walking tour.

The tundra and the unusual nature of the relationship between the people and
thisland cannot be fully appreciated by visitors without travelling, even for a
short distance, outside the et. Hardier visitors may wish to make day-hikes
to Bloody Fall or west aJm%u‘tl'rl:e coast and back People who enjoy a casual
stroll or who aren’t up to afull blown hike will enjoy a visit to one of the

lakes behind the hamlet. Visitors to Bloody Fall who come down the river and
portage around the falls or who hike to the falls from Coppermine will find an
on-site exhibit (#7) near the campsite above the falls on the west side of the
river. The exhibit will deal with the history of the falls themselves and the
incident which gave them their name.

To orient people to these opportunities in and around Coppermine, a pamphlet
(#8) will be available at reception areas and local businesses.

So much more can be said about the arctic environment around Coppermine yet it
would be inappropriate to erect on-site exhibits all over the tundra to point

out important features. Instead, we propose a guide to the area (#9? be
published to deal with these subjects and to point visitors to the trails and
activities of the area. The guide will also be enjoyed and retained as a
souvenir tgisitors who travel up to Blood E{br across to the islands or
farther by @b. These activities will, in fact, be encouraged in the guide as
ways to see as much of the area as possible.

Every visitor to C(mmme should encounter a community host during their
visit. The host, hiredwithin the community, should be able to provide personal
tours of the hamlet and surrounding area and refer visitors to the other things
to do while they visit Coppermine.

The basic visitor experience in Coppermine will be enhanced greatly with the
implementation of the media we recommend here. They will augment personal
services now provided by local businessmen and residents and” will especially
enhance opportunities for visitors to enjoy the community and the outlying area
on their own. In either case, whether visitors are gui‘ded or self-guiding, they
will come to appreciate the specia character of(oppermine, and they will
choose to stay longer and return more often to a place they have enjoyed
learning SO much about.

Media Summary

1. Arctic Theme Display and Orientation Map
2. Information/Orientation Display

3. Copper People Exhibit

4. Arctic Tundra Exhibit

5. Community-developed Displays

6. Coppermine Walking Tour

7. Bloody Fall On-site Exhibit

8. Coppermine Visitor Orientation Pamphlet
9. Coppermine Tundra Exploration Guide

10. Community Host




Arctic Theme Display and Orientation Map
- to be located at the airport

- will occupy wall space ?;le/ _ _

- large, flat, wall-mountedCoppermine orientation map

- poster-size photos to sy and summarize major tundra messages
- will also suggest other gaaces to see tundra and experience the arctic

Information/Orientation Display
- to be located at the Coppermine Inn
- Will occupy about 200 square feet
- will require an addition to the existing inn buildin
- _sh?uéd feature a three-dimensional relief map ofhe Coppermine area
including:
- Coppermine
- Coppermine River from Bloody Fall to hamlet
waﬁcm traillsin the area
(arge photographs should depict things to d
- large photographs should depict things to do
- large photographs should show areax%xs all seasons _
- the hamlet, the tundra and the people should be featured in as many
photos as possible

Corpe People Exhibit
- to be located at the Coppermine Coop
- will occupy about 500 sguare feet
- w’al?'requi re modifications and an addition to the existirg Toop building
ill feature a full-scale reconstruction of all or part of e stone
“and wood house of the kind found at Bloody Fall o
- wfﬁeductlons of native copper tools and the appurtenances of daily life
i1l surround and fill the house, suggesting that the builders were
nearly finished and they were starting to use the structure for shelter
- dispays mounted on walls of exhibit room and on shelves or low tables
deal with the story of the succession of culturesin the area and
life on the tundra before white men arrived
- if possible, a display about the working of native crafts should be
included to make alink between the exhibit and the Coop’s sales area

Arctic Tundra Exhibit

- to be located inthe piblic building perhaps between the Renewable
Resources and hamlet offices

- will likely require asignificant rearrangement of office space on first
floor of existing building but will require no new construction

- will occupy about 500 square feet

- will feature a mounted adult musk ox in a central location in the
exhibit and will also employ the grizzly and abino caribou skins as
well as other mounts now on display at the Renewable Resources office

- will emphasize the character of the arctic tundra and the marine
environment, and the living communities found in the Coppermine area

- will al'so depict current resource studies such as caribou migration
undertaken by the Renewable Resource staff in a manner similar to what
the staff now displays

- opportunities to view tundra and marine communities should be shown

- non-consumptive resource activities should be given as much or more
emphasisin relation to hunting and fishing

-




Community Exhibit Development Program _

- to be located at various sites at the discretion of the community _

- communitggoups and businesses should be encouraged to develop displays
about the his tory and significance of their institutions and sites _

- such displays would remain under the control of the grops: develepin
them, especially with regard to such matters as methodtariviewingyy ie
public and hours of operation o

- these displays should be encouraged threghthe provision of a
grant for each group submitting an accepta)le plan

- consultative assistance i ﬁlannmg, designing and produci nt}; the
displays should be available from the territorial government although
any financial commitment need not exceed the grant

- such groups as the churches, local businesses, the Hunters and Trappers
/tAssocs:tlatlon and others could prepare excellent displays of interest to

ourists

Coppermine Walking Tour
- the tour will link many locations throughout the hamlet and the
surrounding area
- each stop on the tour will be marked with a small sign containing one or
two photograhs and not more than 100 words of text
- there will be about 12 signs to begin with _
- visitors may be guided by the community host (#1O), another personin
the community or ngygw_de themselves by means of thepamphlet and signs
- route will be outlindin visitor orientation pamphlet (#8
- route will begin at the west end of the hamlet on the waterfront,
proceed east along the waterfront to a view of the C?emun‘ e River and
return thro;ﬁw hamlet to finish a the governmentbuilding
- stops alongtheroute may include:
- original northwest mounted police site _
- Coppermine | nn and Information/Orientation Display (#2)
- Roman Catholic mission
- government dock _
- original Hudson's Bay site
- Mason's plague
- Anglican mission
- Coppermine River mouth on-site exhibit (existing)
- Coppeine River on-site exhibit r(nw, to lookup river)
-N Power Generator & WaterPickup Site
- Pentecostal Church N
- Coppermine Coop and Copper People Exhibit (#3)
- Hunters and Trappers Association office
- government office and Arctic Tundra Exhibit (#4)

Bloody Fall On-site Exhibit

- to be located near the campsite above the falls

- two or three signs of same style as walking tour (#6)

- diffic;uln?)f installation may add to cost

- text Eaphics will deal with historical significance of site and

events which occurred there o _ _

- no mention of archaeological resources existing nearby will be madein
order to preserve them




8.  Coppenine Visitor Orientation Pamphlet
- to be given away at visitor reception areas throughout the community
- hamlet mgpshowing walking tour
- area mapslowing hiking trails
- photos of tundra and outlying islands
- photos of suggested activities
minimal text

9.  Coppenine Tundra Exploration Guide
- to be sold at visitor reception areas throughout the community
- magazine format, full c?i; our, about 40 to Fhe" cent photographic
content, likely about 7000 to 10,000 words q tgxt _
- overview of interaction between landscape, climate and life
- landscape :
- what distinguishes it
’ - how it got to be what it is: bedrock formation, deposition, erosion
- climate; .
- life IN the arctic _
- prehistoric: warmer times, more recent times
- tundra.communities: plants, birds, mammals, fish, insects and other
animals, marine communities
- native use: historic and modem
- mée to Coppermine
g trails
- hunting, fishing
- other activities

10. CommunityH Ost
- individual$) from the community hired perhaps part-time to receive
visitors, guide community tours, plan tourism events, and work with such
organi zations as the hamlet council, Economic Devel opment office,
Chamber of Commerce, copand HTA to stimulate tourism
- the host nayalso fill pam racks, perform light maintenance on
exhibits ardearry out related duties




SUMMARY MARKET ANALYSIS

Summer Visitation and Expenditures

N.W.T. _ Arctic Coast
Visitors Expenditures Visitors Expenditures
1982 43,800  $40 million 400 $440,000
1984 41,800  $46 million 400 $600,000
1986 52,000  $47.5million 1159 $2.2 million

- total number of visitorsto Arctic Coast in summer 1986
(non-N.W.T. residents) -1159
- average expenditure per person -$1,800 _
ngin' - Alpéft Yellowknife, U.S.A. each contributed 20%
-67% travelling on business
-21% trav_el'ln? on vacation
- 12% visiting friends and relations _ _
- 89910 who travelled in groups did not travel with other family
- 75910 male, average age 39
- total visitation to Coppermine -253 _
- average length of stay in Coppermine -11.8 nights
- activities most frequently participated in while in Coppermine:
- business (50%0) or 1;geople
- fishing or hunting (42 €)or 106
- hiking or walking (25%) or 63
- canoeing, boating or rafting21%) or 53
- touring or sightseel n%_(l4 or 35
- photography or sketching (9%) or 23
- other recreational activities (9%) or 23
- camping (6910) or 15

- compared to Cambridge Bay, Coppermine receives 1/3the number of visitors,
more visitors (based on percentages) went canoeing/boating, hiking/walking and
fishing/hunting in Coppermine than Cambridge Bay _

- Coppermine had ggighl ‘;roportion or vacationers (31%), compared with 18% for
Cambridge Bay ad 17% for Holman

- if visitation grows 13' 2% per year for Arctic Coast and Coppermine, by 1992
Arctic Coast would have 1,350 and Coppermine would have 284 non-N.W.T.
resident summer visitors

- Trends: _

- tourists expecting cultural/educational experiences
- visitors want specialty travel products
- river rafting or canoeing trips
- views of natural environment
- lear of Copper Inuit culture _
- population aging so outdoor/adventure market will decline
- more Canadians traveling in Canada
- deregulation of airlines m?/ lessen travel costs
more awareness of North due to more news coverage




HISTORICAL SUMMARIES

The Catholic Church
The Royal Canadian Mounted Police
The Anglican Church
The Hudson’'s Bay Company Warehouse
The Fort Hearne
Bloody Fall

Coppermine River

Saddleback Hill

APPENDIX C

Coppermine




The Catholic Church

The Catholic Church is perhaps the most imposing looking
struzture of Coppermine’s three churches. Erected in 1362 the
Catholic Church is located near the western end of town along
the road that parallels the shoreline. Its large silver
steeple is visible from just about anywhere in Coppermine.
Seen at sunset on a winter’s day it looks like it could have
been lifted dirvectly off a Christmas card. The Catholic
Church is part owner of the only lawn mower in town being one
of the few places that possesses enough grass to warrant
cutting. Inside, the church is equally impressive. The chapel
is domed to simulate being inside an igloo and a number of
attractive seal skin tapestries hand on the walls.

The church is presided over by Father La Fointe who first
came to Coppermine in 1941. Father La Fointe is now
seventy-seven years old. He is a member of the Oblate order
which has carried the Roman Catholic faith to most points of
the Canadian Arctic. He has seen tremendous change during his

time in Coppermine yet Father La Pointe is known arocund tawn
for his sunny disposition, excellent sense of humour and he
seems content to remain in Coppermine a while longer.

The Catholic Church first established itself in Coppermine in
1929 under the direction Father Fallaise. All materials faor
the construction of the mission were shipped over from the
Mackenzie Delta in the Catholic mission ship Our Lady of
Lourdes. These building materials should have arrived one
year earlier on the Hudson's Bay Co. ship Baychimo. At the
last minute it was found there was not room for both the
Cathalic and the Anglican Church’s to make shipments to
Coppermine and the Catholic Church lost out.

The earlier attempt by the Catholic Church to reach and
christianize the Inuit of the Coppermine area ended in
tragedy. The twa Roman Catholic priests sent on this mission
were murdered and had their livers eaten by the Inuit a few
miles south of Bloody Fall. This unfortunate event took place
in 1913 but since then the Catholic Church has been well
received in Coppermine. (Eric, this doesn’t tally with the
RCMFP history.)




The Foval Zanadian Mounted Folice

Coppermine is served by a three man RCMF detachment. The
present police station is & modern prefabricated building
brought in on the barge in 1981 and erected very quickly. It
is located just off the main road, near the western end of
town, directly across from the Coppermine Inn. In the
immediate vicinity of the present headquarters building are
several older FRCMF buildings now used as garages, sheds, and
storehouses. They have the familiar red shingle roof and
white clapboard sides which seem to have been popular with a

number of organizations putting up buildings in the Arctic at
one time.

The RCMFP have had a detachment in Coppermine since 1332
Their first patrol into the region back when the force

e was
known as the Nor t hwest Mount ed Pol i ce 0L curredduringthe
w nt er of 1915-1 &. | nsp ecztor CD La Nauz e and Cor por a 1 Bruce
camei nt ot heCoppermi neareat o arrest t h e murder ers o f two
Cat bl i = pr i ests, Fat hers Rouvi er and Ler oux whia had been

ki lledafewmi 1 es sout h of Bl oody Fal 1. One of the
mur d er ers, Uluksuk, was arr estedcocnanis land of f th e mout h

13f the Copper M he Ri ver . The ot her suspect , Si nn i siak, was
f eundonVictori al gl and.

The f | r st RCMP detachment i n the area was est ab 1 i shed at Tree

River i n191'3. |t was an 1y thet hi r d per man ent det ac hment i n
the whaol e o f t h & western Arct i ¢. | n 13922 Cor por al Doaka f the

FCMP and a Hudson ? s Bay Compan y t r ad er by the name o f 0tt o

Bi rider were nmurdered by two lnui t at Tree Ri ver . Their

ki 11 ers were c aught and eventual 1 y hungi noneof t he ol d

wh al i ng war eh cuses on Her sc h « 11 sl and. Fr am Tree Ri ver t h e

d et az hment was moved t 1:1 Ber nar d Har bour £ o 1i - ense traders
comi ngintothecountryand then moved aga i nt o Copper min e i n

1932 -

Even i nt o the 1350s members of the force mai ntai ned the RCMP
tradi ti onof 1 ongrange pat r clst hr cughout t heir terr i tory.

| t was not unusual for the Copper m ne det ac hment t o 1 og 3000
m 1 es a year by dogt earn and anaot her S00 mi 1l es by boat . A
singlepat rol, roundtr i pm ght bel000miles. NMowthat r adi os
and ai r cr af tare common features i n the Arcti ¢ swuc h pat r = 1s
aren ol onger n ec essary. Today t h e RCMP i n Copper m nhe are

ko ept busy deal i ngwith the ki nd o f prob 1l emst hat mi ght be
encoun teredinany sm 1l ¢ ommun i toy.




The Anglican Church

The Ang 1 i can Churc h goes by the namex f St . Andrew’ s M ss i on,
Copper mine. There are thr ee main bui 1l di ngs - onnec t ed With the
missi oni nl1213ppermi ne. The 0l dest o f the three issinp 1y

known ast hewldmi ssi onhouse. | n fact the 01 d mi s5i on house
isthesecondoldestbui 1dingincopperm nehavi ngb eenput

up i n 1928, | t was er ect ed by Rev. J. Har = 1 d Webster , the

firstAngli canM ni sterinCcopper N ne. He was t o spend
t went y- f our years at t his northern post . Fara l ong t i me this
on e r esidencedoubledas home andchurch. | t was nat unt | 1

1951t hatt h e church prroperwas putUp. Th e ol d missionhouse
isloc at edr i ghtant heshoreli nejustali ttlewestof the
churchitself.

Al 1 ccrest ruct i cnmater i als f or the Angl i can Church came t o
Copper mMoone by ship. The wri gi nal di mensi ons o f the c hur c h

bui 1 d i ng were 24 feet by 40 feet . Much of the constr ucti on
wor & was done b y Rev. Webst er and a new assistant Rev. John
Sperry. The f ol 1 owi ng year ¢ 1 '3521 Rev. Sperry t ook over St
Andrew s Copper M n e and al t oget her served n i net een years

her e. | n 1374 John Sperry was made Angl i can Bi shop o f the
Arzti c . Pl ans are now underway t o bui 1 d a new Ang 1 i can Church
inCoppermingonthesitecf thepresent bui 1di nag.

The ot h er church r esi denc e, known ast he newnm ssion house
was put up by Rev. Sperry i n 1964. | t is locat edc 1l oset othe
shor e just west o f the 01 d m ssi on house. The new mi ssi on
house is used by t he ser vingAnglican Mnister i n Copper nMi ne.

Bot b Rev . Webst er and Rev. Sperry d i d a gr eat deal o f

travel 1 i ng as part of their nart her nnini str i es. This

travel 1 i ng was by dog teami n the winter and break i n the
sunmer . Travel was necessary because most pecpl e 1 i ved i n

sma 11 f ami 1y canps aut ont h e 1 and. The usual r out i ne was t o
visitthesett 1ements 1:1f Hol man, Canbridge J3ay, BRat hur st

Il n1 etand - amps i n between by dog team Af t er break up they
wouldvisitthecommunitieso f 55 oa Haven and Spence Bay by
ship. At 1l east threet haousandn 1 es a year was < river ed by daog
team and somewhat 1 ess by boat . For much of hist enurei n
Copper mine Rev. Wbster f i 11 edt her 01l es o f doc t or and

dent i st as wel 1 ags beingtheangli can Mni st er . Wen he was
of f travel 10 nghisw fe Edie tookaverhi smedical duti es.
Asmal 1supp ly of drugs and medi c i ne wer e keptinacupboar d
nf the mssion house ki t =hen. Fr omti metoti methekitchen
watlddouble asanin f i r mary andthisi s where Rev. Webster
witldextractteeth.Onmoreth an on e o- o as i on pr ompt and
effetivemdicalattenti onbyRev. Webstersavedt heli f enof
a per son.




The Hudson’s Bay Company Warehouse

Thisi sawhi t ecl apboardbuildi ngwit haredshi ngler oof.
| ti ssi tuatedc 1l ose tot h ewater’sedgeamidanumberaf
ather war ehnusesand staffresidences. [ tist he ol dest
bui 1 dinginCopper mi ne havi ng been put up i n the summer o f
1928 by a - ar pent er o f thenameofFaul Li < ker t wit h the
ass i stance o f t wo H B.C. employees.

The association of the Hudson's BRay Company with the
Coppermine area goes back a long way before 1928. The first
Eurcpean to travel down the Coppermine River and look upon
the Arctic Ocean was a Hudson’s Bay Company employee, Samuel
Hearne. His trip took place in 1771, In keeping with company
policy of diversified interests he had come to investigate
stories of tremendous copper deposits.

At the begi nni ngof t his century whi t e f ox sk: i ns becane a

va 1 vuablecommadityinti?efurt r ad . The Hudson ' s Bay Company
and alot of ot herpeoplewerecomi ngi nt othe Coppermine

count r yt o take advant age o f t his 1 ucr at i vemar ket. | n 131 6
thef i rstlwaocal H BE. C. post was opened at Ber nar d Harbour |
l12kmupt heconast. Thispost was ¢ al 1 ed Far t Bac on. An

inf luenzaepidemicki 1l edmany of the lnui t pecpl e li vi ng
arcun d Bernar d Har b our i n 1327 sot h e Hud son? s Bay Comp an y

ab andon ed Far t Bac on and moved t h e i r operat i ontoth epr esent
Siteof Coppermine. Oiginal 1y they - al 1& their new post
For t Hear ne but t he name was c hanged t o Copper rni ne 1 n 1 930,

Unt i 1 1 350 Copper mi ne remained pr edomi nant 1y a t rapping
commun ity Peopleli vedoutonthelandi nsmallf amily c anps
and 1i f er evol vedar oundt hetrapline.Onceortwi ce ayear
they woul d return to Copper mi net ot r ade their furs f or such
essent i alsasrif les, ammuni t i on,steel traps, f i sh nets as
we 11 as st aplef omodsupp 1 i es and a few bas i ¢ dry goods.

During the Wi nt er months thist r ad i ngc oul d be a very chi 11y
act i vi ty because the tr ad i ngpostwas al ways an unheated

bui 1 di ng.

Trapping is sti 11 carr i ed on ar ound Copp er mi ne t oday. However
i tisdwoneonamnmchsmallerscaleandt h& e are very few

f ullti metrappers. The ol d ti me trading post has been
replacedby what isvi r tually amadern naorther ndepart ment

st or e.



The For t Hear ne

On most summer- days the vessel For t Hear ne - an be seen at i ts
moowr i ngsjustn ffshoreinfrontaftown . This ship is the
prapert yof Copperminer esi dent Lar r y Whi ttal:: er, The Fart

Hear ne is registered asacargm vesseland Larry uses i t

mai n 1 y for haul i ng fuel and supp 1iest ooutpostc amps
situatedinthevicinityofCoppermine.

TheFor t Hear nme was const r uct edi n 1% at Upper Le Have,

Nova 8z ot i a. She was bui 1 t by Wi 11 i am Robar , a wel 1 r espect ed
bui 1 der o f t his type o f ship. Her hullis made o foak p 1 an ks
and she is f or t y-seven feet 1 ong. She has a g r osst onnag e o f

t went y tans.

Fur chased by the E C M p. shewas ori ginal lychri stenedt he
Aklavi k. She was shipped by r ai 1t o Hay Ri ver and t hen

tr anspor t ed across fGr eat S1 ave Lake and down the Mac kenz i e
River as far as the ¢ mmmun i ty whi ¢ hi s her name sake. The
Akl avi k was used by the R.Z.M. P. as a patr ol vessel on the
Mac kenzieRiverandinthe areanftheMackenzie Del t a and

alongt hecoast of t h e Beauf art Sea. At some point i n her
car eer she underwent a name ¢ han ge became Th e Jenn i ngs,a f ter
afor mercommi ssi oneraf thepr, .M p

Il n 1 3965 The Jennings was taken out o f service andh an d ed rover
to Cr own Assets. She was pur chased f r om Cr owh Assets by the
Copper m i neEskimoCo-opini13de9. Her nane was changed again,

thisti mtoAnouli kwhi chmeans “ fat duck . “ The Anou 1 i k was
used b y t he Co-~op totakesuppliesouttotheisoclated ¢ amps
and t obringincargoesofsoapstone forthecar vers o f

Copperminet13 use.

Larry Whitt aker purchased t his vessel f r om the Co-op i n 1982.
| n 1’384 he began wor k t o make her sea worthy agai n. A si x
cyli rider Val vo diesel engine was i nst al 1 ed along with mader n
nav i g ati onand c ommun i = at i ons equ i pment . Now t hat mai ntenance
workiscomplete TheFort Hear ne can sleep fi ve passengers
and cr ui se at 8 and one h a 1 f knots. Hope ful 1y she w 11 be
plying the waters around Coppermineforalongtimetacone.




Bloody Fall

| fone had t oselectasingler emar kab 1 e feature al ong the

entirelengthoftheCoppermineR i ver , Bl oody Fal 1 woul d be
anexcellentchnice, Si tuat ed19ki 1 cmet ers upstreamf r om the
muth o f t her i vert hi sisnotawat erf alli nthe

- onvention alsense. Rat her i t is a natural bot t 1 e neck where

the wat ers o f the r i ver are channel 1 ed t hr cugh a nar r ow

C our Se-completewithseveralsetsaofrapids.

Over t he span o f t i me 131 oody Fal 1 has been a per enn i al

obst ac 1 et o the annual run o f Arctic char whi ¢ h heads up
rivereach autumn t o spawn and spend the wi hter . The f i sh
attract f i sher men and have been doingsaofor agr eat man y
years. On the western bank o ftheri ver , just abovethe 1 ast
setofrapidsaretherui ns o f gsever a 1 Thul e houses ¢ - i r « a
tz0o0a. D.yandtheremains o f at 1 east e sitewhi R

arc haenl og i stsbelieve tobe mu-halder (Pre-Dor set 1 Q00

B. L)

The f i r st c ont ac t between a European exp 1 aor er and the 1 wc al
l nuit of t he Copperm near ea t ook place at B woody Fal 10 n
1771. Sanuel Hear ne had - ome seek | ng c opper deposi ts as an
agent o f t}? & Hud san? s Ray Comp an y. Un fort unat « 1y his

Ch i pewyan gui des had ot her i deas. They nmmssacred a party o f
Inuit f i shi ngattherapi ds. Hear ne naned the site 131 mody
Fal 1 i n memor y of thet rag i c event .

| n1821t heFirstFrankli nExpedi t i on enc cun t er ed an at her

| nui tf i shi ng party at the same spot . Fran klin’smenreferr ed
tonthesite as Massa-c r e Rap i dsbut i thas been Hear ne’sname
WhicChhas sur vi ved. A segment of the Sec ond Fran k 1 i n

Expediti on abandon «d t wet boats, the Dalphi n and Un i on at

Bl cody Fal 1 i n 18Z26.

Today Bl oody Falli S usually thef i nalc anmpsitef or

travel 1 ers - omi ng down r i ver before they reach the ¢ ommun i ty
o f Copper mi ne. | tremains thef avari t ef i shi ngspotf or
Arcticchar. | nuitfr omteownsti 11 cone upr i ver by boat t o

c anp but t hey avoid the actual massacre si t e. 131 oody Fal 1 can
ber eached by hi ki ngoutf r omt ownbut areturnt r i pis a
long and i r i ng single day outing.




Coppermine River

—
The Coppermine River stretches for 845 k'\ neders from La- de
Gras near 1Great Slave Lake all the way T the Coronation Gulf
of the Arctic Ocean. This watercourse takes its name from the
mineral copper which can be found lying on top of the ground
in nugget form along the lower stretches of the river.

Over the = our se of t i me; tha‘e'L Copper M ne River and the val 1 ey
I t o ar ved has preven—bte be, d shelt eredcoarr i dor for the f 1 ara

and fauna o f ther egi on and for t hehumant r af f i cmovi ng

nart hint othedArcti c. The waters o f the r i ver are home t o
Arc ti c-har, 1aketr out, Arcti cgrayling,twovarietiesf
whitefishandnorthernpi ke, Inthe val 1l ey of the Copper m ne

moose are abundant b e 1 owt het r ee 10 neand cari bouf r equent
the count r y out on the bar r ens. Gr i z z 1y bears, walverines,

walves, Arct i ¢ hares, sever a l vari eti eso f fox and ground
squi rrelsli veal ongt helengthof ther i ver. | n sumer ,
goldeneagl es, peregri nef al cons and gyr f al cons nest ont he

©1if fst hat bar der t he water . Duc ks, geese, swans and 1 eons
cometnort ht ot his ar ea ever y year

Human habit at i on o f the Copper ni ne !’ s val 1 ey goes back at

1 east 3000 years. Feopleaof the Pre-Dor set culturef ishedfor
charintheriverand various| ndi angr oups hunt ed thei r way
nor th al ong t he vall ey, Menbers o f the Thul e Cult ur e moved

i nt ot his area ar ound 1200 A D. and t h ¢ i r desc endants becane
known as the Copp er Esk | mos. These were the people the f i 1 st
European exp 1 or ers encount eredandt hey ar ethepecpl e wh o

1 i wve around Cropper mi ne today.

Sanuel Hear ne was the f i r st whi t e exp 1l orert ot ravel down the
Copper mine River . Hearr i vedat the mout h o f t her i ver an
July 17, 177 1. Hear newas f o1 1l owed f i f t y years 1 at er by John
Frank 1in*sfirstexpedi ti ont o f i nd t he Nor thwest Fassage.
Af ter Frank 1 i n came Dease and Si mpson i n 1838, John

Ri char dson i n 1848, and John Rae i n 1851. There was anot her
brief f lurryoftraff i cdownthe Caopper mi ne at the beginning
o f t he present century. Over t he past several decades t he
Copper mi ne Ri ver has bec ome af avori t ew t h c ancei sts and
raft ers. The tripis a nature 1 river 's deli ght.




Saddl eback: H 11

This prominent physical feature was named after the
topographic term which suggests its shape. Saddleback Hill is
located between the southwest cormner of town and the airport,
lying roughly in an east-west direction. Staying within the
geographic analogy, the horn and the cantle of the saddle are
high outcroppings of diabase rock. The seat of the saddle is
a somewhat lower, grassed over ridge.

An excellent panoramic view is available from any of the
three parts of Saddleback Hill. The horn, which is at the
eastern end of the hill offers the highest point of elevation
but it is also the steepest climb. The seat of the saddle is
easier to reach but it is not quite as high as the horn. The
zantle is the farthest point from town but it offers the best
view south over the Coppermine River and miles and miles of
tundra. Unfortunately the foreground view from any of these
three points is somewhat marred. Immediately to the north of
the Saddleback Hill is the local tank farm and beyond that is
the town dump. Just to the west is Coppermine’s airport. On
three sides of Saddleback Hill gravel removal has taken place
and this noticeably scars the landscape.

If the foreground view is somewhat spoiled the view of
everything beyond this is the best available. Facing east one
locoks over the community of Coppermine and the mouth of the
Coppermine River. To the north and northwest are the waters
of the Coronation Gulf, Surling Point, Mackenzie Point and a
large number of islands. The Coppermine Fiver lies a little
to the esast of Saddleback Hill. It flows up from the south
and one can follow its course and high banks for several
miles. Off to the west and southwest stretch endless vistas
nf rolling tundra disappearing into the horizon.

Tradition has it that long before there was ever a settlement
called Coppermine the Copper Eskimos would sometimes leave
their dead on Saddleback Hill. Considering the ewcellent view
from the top of this landform that seems a logical practice

for a people who lived so close to the land and sea.
On an autum a f t ernmeonlaocal chi 1dr enand women h ar vest t h e
cr ops ofwildblueberries, crowberries, cranberriesand

bearberriest hat grow at t We base o f this 1 and for mast hei r
anc estors di dbef are them
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COPPERMINE PARK AND TRAIL TOURISM DEVELOPMENT PLAN

SUMVARY MARKET ANALYSI S

Summer  Visitation and Expenditures

N.W.T. Arctic Coast

Visitors Expenditures Visitors Expendi tures
1982 43, 800 $40 mllion 400 $440, 000
1984 41, 800 $46 nillion 400 S600, 000
1986 52,000 $47.%5 mllion 1159 $2.2 mllion
-total nunber of visitors to Arctic Coast in sunmer 1986

(non—-N.W.T. residents) - 1159

-average expenditure per person - $1,800
-origin - Alberta, Yellowknife, U S. A each contributed 20%

-67% traveling on business
-21% traveling on vacation
-12% visiting friends and relations
-89% who travelled in groups did not travel wth other fanily
-75% male, average age 39
-total visitation to Coppermine - 253
-average length of stay in Coppermine - 11.8 nights
-activities most frequently participated in while in Copper-
mine:
-business (50%) or 127 eople
-fishing or hunting 542% or 106
—hiking or walklng (25%) or 63
—canoeing, boating or raftlng 21%> or 53
-touring Or sightseeing 14‘V} or 35
-photography or sketchmg (9%) or 23
—other recreational activities (9%) or 23
—camping (6%> or 15
—conpared to Canbridge Bay, Coppermine receives 1/3 the num
ber of visitors, nore visitors (based on percentages) went
canoei ng/ boating, hiking/walking and fishing/hunting in
Coppermine than Canbridge Bay
—Coppermnmi ne had highest proportion of vacationers (31%, com
pared with 18% for Canbridge Bay and 17% for Holman
—if wvisitation grows by 2% per year for Arctic Coast and Cop-
permine, by 1992 Arctic Coast would have 1,300 and Copper-
mne would have 284 non—-N.W.T. resident summer visitors
-Trends: ~baby boomers are nmmin visitors
-tourists expecting cultural/educational experi ences
-visitors want specialty travel products
-river rafting or canoeing trips
-views of natural envi ronment
-learn of Copper Inuit culture
-popul ation aging so outdoor/adventure market o will
decl i ne
-nore Canadians traveling in Canada
-deregulation of airlines may |essen travel costs
-nore awareness of North due to nobre news coverage
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Mar ket  Anal ysi s

With a gopulatic:

cn 2f 288, Coppermine iz the second largest
community Iin the Kitikmeot Hegion Qf the 3ix tourism regions in
the Northwast lerritories, thiszs one receiwves the lsast amount of
vizitation. Recent efforts by the Department of Economic
Develop

lopment and Tourism to obtain more information about visitors
to the region have provided most of the statistical material from
h the following analysis was drawn.

tee N estiM tedt hat +the tot a 1l numbe I o f non~- 8WT r 2= 1 de nt =
trave 11 i ng to the Kit ikmeot Region during the summer (J uneto
Septenber ) remained < onst ant bet we en 1982 and 1984 at 40¢. The
Kit i kmeot Visitors Survey (1>, carried out i n 1986, determ ned
that i n t hat year, 1159 non- NWT residents visited the Kitikmeot

Reg ion during the sunmmer. Total sumrer non-resident wvisitat ion
to the NWTwas 52, 000 for that year.

It has

Canbri dge Bay, the administrative centre for the Region, and

gateway to other regional communi t i es, rece i ved the |argest
anount of sunmer, non- NWT resident visitors which equaled (54%
764. Coppermine received 22% of the total nunber of estimated

sunmer, non- NWT resident visitors which equal |ed 253,

Visitor Profile

According to the Kitikmeot Visitors' Survey, 62% of the visitors
ta the region were traveling on business (409) , 21% were on
vacation (138) and 12% .<79) were Visiting friends and relatives.

By comparison, 53% (134) of the visitors to Coppermine were
travelling On business, 31% (78) were on vacation and ‘7% 18>
were visiting friends and relatives. (2) Another 7% (18) were

involved in commuting for work between Coppermine and other area
conmuni ties.

Three—quarters of the visitors to the region were nale with an

average age of 39 years. Wnen averaging 36 years of age made up
25% of the summer non-NWT resident visitation. In nost instances
(89% of the cases) , travel parties to the Kitikmeot were found to
have no other household nmenbers included, Non—busi ness travel

parties averaged 2,4 persons, wth 63% of the parties consisting

of one person. For Coppermine, 15% of the non-business parties
consisted of four or nobre people,

The average length of stay for all non-resident summer visitors

1. Kitikmeot Visitors’ Survey, Canadian Facts, Vancouver, B.C.
1986.

2. lbid., p.3.

st e
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to the region was 11,8 nights. The average investment in a trip

to the region was approximately $1, 800 per person, “Those
traveling on vacation spent considerably nore on the journey.
For exanple, for anmounts spent while in the Kitikmeot (exclusive
of airfare) the average per person expenditure for vacationers
was $614, while those on business spent $525 on average and
travelers visiting friends and relatives spent $408. (3)

Statistics obtained from the Aviation Statistics Centre of
Statistics Canada indicate that for the third quarter <July
through to the end of Septenber) 621 passengers flew into
Coppermine on scheduled aircraft and '732 passengers flew out.

For the sanme period a year later, 472 passengers flew in and 513

left. <4» It has been estimated that approxi mtely 70% of all
travel in the NWT, both business and pleasure, is made by NVWT
residents. (5) Governnment sources also indicate that 75% of all
resident travel is for business reasons, Applying these factors

to the air traffic figures provided for Coppermine, the follow ng
table was devel oped,

Tot al Tot al

In out Aver age Resi dent Non—Resi dent Bus. Vac.
Total Bus Vac Total Bus Vac

1986 621 732 677 474 356 118 203 108 95 454 213
70% 75% 25% 30% 53% 47%

1987 472 513 493 345 259 86 148 78 70 337 156

Therefore, in 1986, with an average of 677 visitors to Coppermine
during the summer, 474 passengers (70% were XNWT residents (in

1987 this figure fell to 345 passengers), O this total, 356 <or
75% were traveling on business and 118 (25%> were on vacation.

The remaining 30%  (203) of sunmmer visitors were non-NVWT
residents. Over half, 53% (108) were traveling on business and
47% or 95 were vacati oning, For 1987, as noted, total visitation
was less. O the 345 resident travelers who visited, 259 were
busi ness travelers and 86 were on vacation, In the non-resident
category 78 were traveling on business and 70 were traveling on
vacati on. The decrease in visitation between 1986 and 1987 (of

approximately 7% is difficult to explain, especially in light of
an increase of over 8% for Canbridge Bay, (6)

In general, these figures are |ower than those provided in the
3. Ibid., pp. 10-12,

4. Personal comunication with Mke Burchell, Aviation Statistics
Centre, Statistics Canada, Hull Quebec, Septenber 2, 1988.

5. Governnment of the NwT.

6. Tourism and Parks Plan, Cambridge Bav, EDA Coll aborative Inc.
Pu 6.




Kitikmeot Visitors’ Survey, If these f | gures are at all
accurate , visi tat ion has decreased over the two year period,
This can hardly be construed as a trend, however, Since figures

for Coppermine are compiled on a quarterly basis, it is nore
difficult to determne nunbers of visitors on a nonth to nonth

basi s, For Canbridge Bay, nnumbers are reported for each nonth.

The typical visitor to Coppermine is a |lone male: average age of
39; traveling for either business or pleasure; interested in
outdoor activities such as fishing or hunting, hiking or walking

and boating when he has free time;, and spending $1800 on this
trip during a stay of 11 nights.

4s noted earlier, Coppermine had the highest proportion of

vacationers (31% or 78, conpared to either Canbridge Bay <18%)
or Holman (17%.

Demand

The Kitikmeot Visitors' Survey found that 50% of the visitors to
Coppermine (127 people) took part in business or work-related
activities, QG her popular activities which visitors participated
in included: fishing or hunting (42% or 106); hi king or walking
(25% or 63) ; canoeing, boating or rafting <21% or 53); touring or
sightseeing <¢14% or 35); and two other activities were carried
out by 9% (23) of the visitors, namely photography, filmng,
sketching and various recreational activities. Five percent or

15 people engaged in canping while in Coppermine. (7)

Coppermine can be viewed as attractive to outdoor enthusiasts
interested in consunptive activities (fishing or hunting) as well

as non-consunptive activities such as boating and hiking.
Conpared to the other two communities (Canbridge Bay and Holman)

it does not provide opportunities for tours and sightseeing or
afford chances to visit and socialize with |ocal people.

The primary markets for summer visitors to the Kitikmeot in 1986

i ncl uded: Al berta wher e 20% of the visitors originated,
Yellowknife 19% U S. 17% Ontario 10% B.C. 8% and European
countries wth 8% The breakdown for business traveller origin

conpared to vacation traveller is as follows: (8)
Yellowknife B.C Yukon Alta. US Ont. Europe
Bus. Traveller 31% 12% 11% 20%
Vac. Traveller 20% 31% 12% 13%
7. 1bid., p. 15.

8. 1Ibid., p. H2.




Visitation Estimates

The anount of summer visitation to the Northwest Territories by
non—-NWT residents has increased by 18.2% from 1982 to 1986. Over
five years this increase averages out to 3.64% per year.

Indications are, especially in nore recent years, that visitation
is increasing nore rapidly for the NWT. (9 Although this yearly
increase may be considered conservative, wuntil nore definitive

statistics are available, it is the best basis for an analysis of
future visitation,

The Arctic Coast Destination Zone study assigned an annual

increase in visitation to the Arctic Coast of 2% per yozr from
1984 to 1994. (10> TravelArctic has noted that this is considered
to be a conservative estinmte. However, lack of nore precise
data does not allow a nore acceptable figure at this tine.

Therefore, based on the level of visitation nmeasured in 1986,
approximately 1159 people for the Region and 253 for Coppermine,

the following table would be generated for the years 1986 through
1992,

Anticipated Visitation

Year NWT (3.64%/yr) Arctic Coast Coppermine
(2% year)
1986 52,000 1159 283
1937 53,893 1182 258
1988 55, 855 1206 263
1989 57, 888 1230 268
1990 59, 995 1255 273
1991 62, 179 1280 278
1992 64, 442 1306 284

it should be stressed that these estimates are conservative.
The wvisitation statistics have been largely summer non-resident
traffic only, Visitors in other seasons, residents of the NWT

and those who travelled on non-scheduled (charter) airlines have
not been included.

Based wupon the figures generated in the Kitikmeot Visitors’
Survey, canping is not a big activity for non-NWT resident sunmmer
visitors to Coppermine. For exanple, twice as nany people canped
as part of their activities in Canbridge Bay conpared to
Coppermine. Perhaps the current condition of the campground at
Coppermine is not attractive to potential users.

9> Conversation wth Keith Thonmpson, <Co-ordinator Market
Research, TravelARctic.

10) Arctic Coast Destination Zone Study, MclLaren Plansearch,
1986, p. 9-26,
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[f, for exanple, 25 of the river users travelled as part of a
package trip, the remaining river travelers <(this is assuned to
be 45 based on an estimate of 60 wusers in total) cauld be

considered as canpers, If nost parties consist of no nobre than
10 nenbers, it is possible that 5 canpsites could serve any one
party. It is anticipated that npbst parties would not stay |onger
than one week. A maxinmum of 50 users would constitute 5 groups of
10 each. If each group stayed a maxinmum of 7 days the canpsites
woul d be occupied continuously for 35 days, Wth a 2 nonth

season totalling 62 days, the canpground would not be at capacity
given this scenario.

Trend Analysis

This section examnes the trends which currently influence the
Kitikmeot Region, with inplications for Coppernmine. It also
| ooks at future trends which will play a role in years to cone,

The "“baby boomer” generation (ages 25 to 44) has been viewed as
the population group with the highest inclination to travel.
Ages 35 to 44 are the peak earning years and Kitikmeot vacations

are expensive. However, airline deregulation may assist in

reducing sonme of the high <costs of travel, Also, the higher
|l evel of education evident in the population and growi ng interest
in quality of life my also be of benefit to the Kitikmeot
Regi on, Travelers are seeking nore neaningful, sophisticated
vacation experiences, They are nuch nore interested in cultural
and educati onal activities, Seeing unique Environments and
experiencing other peopl es’ lifestyles are becomng adventure=

for particular travelers.

The addition of service from First Air and airline deregulation

likely wll make a difference in the anount of traffic to
Coppermine. It is currently believed that Yellowknifers are
finding canoeing part of the Coppermine River a viable weekend
pursuit due to reasonabl e airfares from Yellowknife to

Coppermine. Airline travel is seen as nore affordable.

Wiile the “baby boomers are a nmajor popul ation segnment to

consider, the overall trend is that the population of North
America is aging. Therefore, in the short term outdoor~ adventure
experiences should be provided. However, in the longer term
activities nore appropriate to older visitors: retirees and
enpty-nesters (couples whose children have grown up and noved out

of the parental hone) , should be devel oped. Bathurst Inlet

Lodge, for exanple, caters to those who wsh a confortable
nat ural i st experience in the Arctic, One does not have to

backpack across rugged country and be self-sufficient.

Canadi ans appear to be growing nore interested in seeing other
parts of their own country, This could nmean increased resident
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travel to the NWT and the Arctic Coast.

Recent events have focussed nmuch nore attention on the North both
nationally and internationally, The signing of an agreenent in
principle on native land claims in Septenber, the NWT/Federal
energy accord, concern over the exclusion of the territories in
the Meech Lake agreenent, issues of Canadian sovereignty in the
Arctic and commercial use of the Northwest Passage have raised
the Canadi an consciousness about the Canadian Arctic. Exhi bits
at Expo “86, the annual ‘attack’ on the North Pole and recent
findings from menmbers of the Franklin Expedition buried on
Beechey Island have inspired international interest.

I ncreased travel from overseas countries is expected in the
future. Overseas visitors tend to stay longer and spend nore
than other travel groups. However , i nternational marketing is
costly. It might be better to focus efforts on Aberta and
British Colunmbia markets, whi ch have been sources of many
visitors to the NWT and Kitikmeot Region for sone tineg,

Coppermine 1is fortunate to have several uni que features to
attract visitors. The Coppermine River 1is well known as a
chall enging and exciting river for canoeists, The history of the
area from the Copper Inuit, to Sanuel Hearne' s search for copper
for the Hudson’ s Bay Conmpany, to the present would be of interest
to many travelers. The natural environment of the area
including interesting landforms such as the river delta and
glacier—formed eskers and wildlife would also attract visitors,




Various sources have provided nore detailed information about the
tourists who have visited Coppermine in recent vyears. Kerry
Hor n, the owner/manager of the Coppermine Inn indicated that
approxi mately 150 tourists visited the community this year. (1)

In his estimation approximately 60 of the total nunber of
visitors travel led down the Coppermine River, Apparently it was
an equal split between canoeists and rafters, He also noted that
many people cane to view scenery, go on naturalists hikes and at
| east one group (consisting of 20 people from the eastern US
seaboar d) came to collect  butterflies. Many of the other
visitors were from Ontario and West Germany. It had been
suggested from other sources that residents of Yellowknife were
traveling to Coppermine for weekend trips on the Coppermine
River. Ven M. Horn was asked if he noticed such a trend re
i medi ately dismissed the notion,

The Coppermine Inn offers packaged activities itself and also in
conjunction with Air Canada.

Al though two conpanies offer packaged canoeing or rafting trips
along the Coppermine River (Arctic Waterways and Blackfeather
W derness Adventures) only Arctic Waterways has been active on
the Coppermine River in the last few years. VWhen contacted, a
representative of Blackfeather identified lack of interest as the
main reason for not being active recently. (2) Arctic Waterways,
on the other hand, has been offering two-week rafting trips on
the Coppermine for several years. This year, for instance, three
trips occurred wth a total of 25 clients. This |s a decrease
from |ast year when 50 clients were entertained, (3)

The R C.M.P, in Coppermine indicated that 45 people registered
with them asriver travelers. Obviously, there are those who
travel the river on their own rather than enploying outfitting
servi ces. This was borne out when Yellowknife air charter
conpanies were contacted. La Ronge Aviation, which handles the
clientele for Arctic Waterways, indicated that about 10 Americans
from UWah also hired La Ronge to take them to the Coppermine
River for a canoeing adventure, (4) A representative from Raecom

Air also indicated about 18 clients who travel led wth them to
the Coppermine River. (5)

1. Personal comuni cation with Kerry Horn, Coppermine, Septenber
20, 1988.

2. Personal communication with Wanda, Blackfeather W /I derness
Advent ur es, O tawa, Septenmber 20, 1988.

3. Personal comunication wth Ingmar Remmler, Arctic Witerways,
Stevenville, Septenber 20, 1988.

4. La Ronge Aviation, Yellowknife, contacted Septenber 20, 1988.

5. Raecom Air, Yellowknife, contacted Septenber 20, 1988.
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In both instances, the representatives of the charter conpanies
noted that many of their clients were from the United States or
European countries. It was also noted that the Coppermine River
had been far nore popular in the past, but tourists were now
going to nmore challenging rivers like the Horton, Back, Burneside
or Thelon.

It was generally agreed that the Coppermine River appealed to
those who were novice canocers or those who were seeking a
leisurely Jjourney, not the wild ride of faster moving rivers,
There is only one portage on the Coppermine, at Bloody Falls.

Ingmar Remmler, of Arctic Waterways, noted that |ast year the
anmount of traffic on the river detracted from the experience nost

of his «clients sought: wi | der ness. He admtted that the river
itself is not a challenge, but its history and the fact that it
is located in a vast expanse of northern wilderness is what
brings his clients. Fi shermen, flown in to spots on the river to
fish for char, detracted from the sense of renoteness, especially
when notorized craft were also being used. Remmler’'s concern is
t hat with a very small increase of nunbers of fishernen or
extension of use, the wilderness boaters will shy away from the
Coppermine River, It should be noted that npst of his clientele

is between the ages of 45 and 70,

It can be concluded that there are two basic users of the

Coppermine River: those who travel wth experienced guides as
part of a packaged experience and those who nake their own travel
arrangenments and negotiate the river at their own speed, In
either case the nunbers aren't staggering and have been declining
over several years. Neverthel ess, they do coincide wth nunbers
of boaters determined from the Kitikmeot Visitors’ Survey of
1986, Al though, this survey only dealt with non-NWT residents

there seenms to be little evidence to suggest that NA residents

are also using the river in significant nunbers.

Due to the high cost for accommodation and neals at the
Coppermine Inn, other than those river users who travel the river
as part of a package, canoeists and rafters nake use of areas in
the community for canping, The current canpground/ park provided
by the community is a flat, poorly drained, exposed expanse of
land on the shore which is also used locally for baseball games
and pi cni cki ng. Since the ballfield is to be noved this site
could be inproved by installing properly functioning outhouses,
shelters to bring people sone protection from the wnd and rain,
as well as a location to cook neals.

If, for exanple, 25 of the river users travelled as part of a

package trip, the remaining river travelers, assunmed to be 45
(estimate of 60 users in total), could be considered as canpers,
| f nost parties consi st of no more than 10 nenbers, it is

possible that 5 canpsites could serve any one party. Most
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parties would not stay longer than one week, therefore 45 to
users would constitute 5 groups of ten each and if each group
stayed a maximum of 7 days the canpsites would be occupied
conti nuously for 35 days. Wth a tw nonth season of 62 days,
the canmpground would not be at capacity given this scenario.

In the Kitikmeot Visitors Survey it was found that only &% or 9
people took part in canping of all of the non-NW sumer resident
visitors who travelled to Coppermine in 1986. (6) Canpi ng,
therefore, is not a big activity of the people who visited.

ARCHAEOLOGY

Contact with David Morrisson atthe Museum Of Man in Otawa <¢on
Sept ember 22, 1988) provided the following information. There

are nunmerous archaeological sites in the wuse are of Coppermine
residents, including the mouths of the Rae and Richardson Rivers
as well as islands in the Gulf, notably Seven Islands <(all Thule
sites) Purportedly there is a Thule site as well on one of the
islands in the Coppermine River estuary. However, Morrisson
feels that it is either no longer there due to river erosion or
the locals who often canp on those islands have picked it clean.
He has identified other sites in the general area in a
publication by him entitled, "Thule Cccupations in the Western
Coronation @Gulf”.

As far as he is concerned, Bloody Falls is the nost inportant
site in the inmediate vicinity. It has four occupations: one
pre-Dorset (3,500 years old), one Thule (1,450 A D) and two
hi storic. He would be very concerned if any devel opnent took
place at Bloody Falls due to the great potential for disturbance
at these sites. Al though there are no plans for further work at
the Falls in the near future, there is still nmaterial there.

Morrisson also noted that he doubted very nmuch f” the Northern
Heritage Centre would have any artifacts from the area in its
col l ecti on. Al the material he is aware of is in the Museum of
Man in Otawa. Reproductions can be arranged.

i

6> Kitikmeot Visitors Survey, Canadian Fact: 1986, p. 15

)
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A ‘rojeet By The Group 2 Class - Xugluktuk School . Kevin Adams ~teacher
For Te Department Of Iocal Goverrment , Government of the N.¥,.T.
"Coppermine , Our Town'

After Donna and Marla visitedwitiiug we discussed 28 & class the infor=
we '4 been given and the suggestions wet d received . The elms decided to
consilder the Hamlet of Coppermine under the thrve gwnezal headisgs of
Present , Past, and Future, Hth a minimum Of direotion from the tescher
the students decided to explore the history of Coppermine and its develop-
zent [rom appruxiustiely the turnh of the century to the present

The Pest

Coppermine is a comparatively youns community and there are older people
Who remenber the town fron its beginnings , Ve made a list Of people whom
we thought would be willing to take the time tO come and talk with us.
ArTangerments were made for the acheol secretary to aot as a translator and
we begun to tallc %0 gume of thewe pevple - outlining the project, the
questions the students might ask , and $rying to arrange for a mutually

convenlent time . The sStudents developed a atamdard sot Of questionsg whioh

they thought would aid the pecple in remembering the old days , Te interviaws

were taped on oagsetta %o aid tha students in their noteetaiking . During the
project people/\‘mgu unable or uowilling to speak to the studenta were =zet

by ine teacher and notes were taken

e following people were sspecially helpful to usJ3shop Sperry, Rsoup

of the Arotic , Fred Taptuna, Yayor nf the Hamlet of Coppermine , David Ratik

and Joe Allsn Zvyagotailel, achool janitors , Ten Harvey, local aontrantar ,
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Donald Havioyak, O. NoW. T, , Father Ovila Iapointe, R, C.Mission , Rev. David
Pollard,Anglican Mission 4 Kerry Rorn,X. O, T., Joe Milukshuk, ret'd HEC ,
arid Joanne Taptura, school secretary .

on the old maps the present -day sight of Coppermine was called Fort Heamme
for Samuel Hearne the English explorer. However, there were fears of
navigational confueion with the nearbye Cape Hearne and the name was changed,
The Inuktitut name Kuzluktuk comes from the phrase ! the place of the falls'
a reference t0 Eloody Talls - twelve iilometresup the Coppermine Rdver.
Acsording to earlicst living memory the pregent zite of Coppermirae was used
as a seagonal camp bty members of the Klengenberg rfamily, There was one shed
erected by them asa store , . In the' twenties! the area was described asa
good area for ptarmigan .

In 1928 the RCIZ® and the Anglican Mission moved fxvm Dernard Eazbour to
Copperzine &8 the result of an influenza epidermis. Thers had been SO many
deaths that people were afraid to go thore any more . 122 the years between
1928 and 1950 Coppermine was a tradinz and resup‘ply centre . lost families
came to town two or thrue tiues a year - especially at Christmas and Eaastex.
Generally , the pecpls of the area , traditionsally spent their winters on
the sea-ice and their sumera on the land. Living ON tae ice in winter per-
mitted them to hunt seals to feed and elothe their families and to heat their
i5loou ., They used harpoons and set=hocks &% the brsathing holes . As the
days grew longer jeople woull cache seal fat and driftwood Soaked in seal-
01l a2 hedge against a difficult fall when the seals might be slow %0 appear.

These uuches weiw placed on the i1slands in ¢he gulf , Ths peeple weuld gmther

‘ene

NWT
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in the Spring to drmumdance , socialize , and rssupply . (Out of- that annual

even’t OUr present Spring Gazaes have evolved.., The people would disperse In-

land a8 the Trivers became free of ice .They spent the summer and early fal
inland following the caribou herds , and fishing at the weira with spears
(kakivak) and at 3loody Nils with a two-hoox spear which when drawn rapide
&
ly through the water toward the shore would eater many fish . (It would appear
L ,

that this 'grappling!spear was NOt used anywhere else in the north. ) The

nomadlie existence of the surmer seascon contrasted sharply with the statio
lifa in the camps on oF Yery near the Sea-ice in winter .
After the establishment of the Anglican !ission , the ZBC and the aclP
at CopperMae a ahirt ococurred in the living paiterns or the people, It
would appear that thiswas due , in part, to the arrival of a convenient
aund sasily cbtainabls supply of leating fusl- kersssus and naptha . Dume
penple began to stay well in-land year-round (they no longer needed aeal=
fat to heat their homes), and came to Coppermine to trade and resupply.
A second group continued to live along the ecast and travel with the seasona .
A third smaller group of some gix or seven failies established Coppermine
as their home and woriced more direetly with the southerners who lived there.
hen the present Ioman Catholia priest Swther Ovila Lapointe was appoin-
ted to the churoh in Coppermine forty-tmo years ago his jOourney was much more
adventurous than our present-day travel .. Helaft llontreal on the ni net eenth
of June , 1941 , travelled by train west t0 Fort lacmurray , &Y targe to Ft.
Saith , by nislaion boat to Tuxtoyzittux , and finally by the now famous Our
Zady of Lourdes 45 Ospporming . s arrivead on she mavautasutly of August ,

neerly two months after leaving llontrea. . THe same gigtonea con anw L
O..4
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travelled in two days. Nine yearn later when the BRishop of the Arctic Rt.
Rev. John R Sperry first came to the north he travelled from Edmonton to
Yellowimif e on a pc-3 and by Norseman on floats to Coppermine. ¥hen he ar-
rived there vams unly & mall group of famill co 14vi ng permanently in
Coppermine. Amon3 them were the Kamingoats, the Nelvenas , Jimmy Hikok 's
family, David Xaiyogono Sr.'s fawmily, Jimmy siptenatiak's fwawily, and Teey
30lt and his family.

The first teacherage was begun in 1943 and finished in late 1950 . The
rirst nursing station was built in 1950 , The scannl opened officially in
Jenuary , 1951, 7ith medical services and schooling now availadis peogple now
begen to move in from their oamds o 195354 the Federsl gonernment began o
erect homeo for the Imuit people . The school and the mursing atatioa ran
their ovm generators and the lMinistry of Transport supplied power to the
other ' Federal'buildings {n tomr , The 0T generators continued to supply.
power until the Northern Canada Power Cemmisaion $oox Over acme yezrs latex.

During the 1960's planes flew iNt0 Coppermine once ¢ vVeqy week Or iwv and
landed On the sand bar just in front of to'm. or on floats nearbye,)ail ar -
rived on these planes and was handled at the ZEC store .Watar WRS pyumped UP
from in front of the town and delivored by truck to homes e k' 1962 the present
aC church vas built , The NCPC established its powerhouse between 1966 and
196i3a By the mid=sixties nost peopls had moved into Coppermine or its itmed-
iete vicinity eg. Cemetary Igland . The year 1965 saw the arrival of the
firzt sikidoos, They were difficult to zaintain and could be dangerously
unrelisble, ous 2any puoylu sesezuidsed sholr potential = 1f thay could be

Q..’
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adapted 2.r "ldorthern' conditions .Dog teama declined in popularity during
the lote gixties, but as late as 1967 every fanny had a team and staiced .
them out by the beach . The old wing of the achool was tuilt the same year,

The 1970 's brought many éhanges to Coppsrmine . In 1970 tne Co=op store
and a small museum adjacent to 41t burnt down. They Qccupied & site just ac-
ross the road from the present'Bay'atore. Construction began on a new store
shortly thereafter. The new wing of the school was tuilt in 1973. It ineluded
the granasium , the open area ;, the administration area ,the chop , and the
home economics voom . The runway at the airport was begun in 1375 and took
two and a kal? yearn to complete . The terminal duilding was constructed in
1977. 59 Iay store which set by the berch f Ol many years was replaced by
a new store In November , 1978 ¢ I n December of 1973 the annual ¢aribou mige
ration came SO close to town and in such.mmbers that incoming planes kad
tn ' tuzz! the runwvay defore landing to drive the animals off the strip.
Tnspite Of high predation the herd remained in the area until January .

The ssventiessaw Coppermine become an increasingly proeperocus community
because Of jobas for wage-earners in natural resouzse exploration areas much
as Zeho My , Contoytow Lake , and the Beaufort Sea . This new prosperity
had of course its positive and negative results and the active participation
of the people was instrumental in dealing with the present and preparing for
the 1880' 3 .

Copper=ine achieved Hamlet status On April 3, 1981 .= giving the peojpla
& grenter measure of financial control over,and responsibility for the come
nuiity and 1t9 future . ‘rno community recreation eomplex wo begun the wine

ter of 19s0 and officially in the Spring of 1583 .

ceeb

.......
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This hiatory of Coppermine is by no meang a gomplete ome nor was it inten~
ded to beé . The wvenls we have included are those which the students thought
were aignifizant .

The Present

Svery year the 'face ! of Coppermine changes - new homeg , new buildingo ,
renovations , and expansion . The students were a £irst puzzied as to how
they could express their feelings about Coppermine right #ow . This segient
of the project vms worked on sarlier in the year when the wecther waa atill
extreme and 80 perhaps quite nmaturally they thought about their homes.

Suggeati ona for Heat-Effecient Houses

These ideas were the 0ffspring of several days disoussion on what they.
thought was wong with their homes , and how , if possible they might be
iaproved .

1. Acold-sink in the porch (like an igloc) to reduce drafis .

2. A dehumidifier in the orawl-spnoe (attio) to moiature condemsation and

'Spring showers'! ,

3* Insulate the bathroom vent pipes to reduce” si.ilaxr eondensation,

4. Cmaller and Zfewer windows t0 prevent heat loss

5* Clothes dryerscoculd b. vented to a sud floor to aid in heat retention,

6, A double repour barrier might prevent-'Spring showers!.
. Nuﬂn o
7 slope roof for passive aolar heating in gusmer ,

8, Insulated (quilted) curtaina and inside :hutters to prevent drafts and
darzen the room (in euzmer) .
9. Jriple @aaing.on windows and exirm insulation in the walls to prevent

heat loas .

?WTIO098
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10, Double doors to prevent condensustion and heat loss at entry WBYS o

11, Iarge porch for temperature trunsition to reduce '2roating'! on doors

and locks .
12. Row nousing accomodation would require less heat vy redusing heat loss
through heat/wall. sharing .

THE FUTURE

The chiildren were very optimistiae about the future of Coppermine., They
?a2l1% that the towm and its people would be around for a long time tO come,
Yhey expressed some aomgern about the potential for growth in the community.
Tais concetn arises fron the physical barriers which fern the boundaries of
the pregent cormwndlty - the Coppermine River to the scuth and east , Carona=
tion Gulf to the north, and the ridges to the west.d good portion of the land
which could be used to build on 'belongs! to the HEC and thechurch missions,
The limited area for expansion gave rise in the classroonm to two important
ideas , Tre first ldea vas muti-fanily type dwelling ie. row housing ,
duplomos, fauw plemes 4o dalee advmva.g; o2 $lé aVallalle oyave ¢ Tle ocouund
iden "z to give Copperminc @ Zore inelosed 2eeling literall:r sr figurative-
1y «me susgstion was a circular row heusing which would extend around torm,
another wad a sel-rizid dome which stratoh above tovm and kocp the clements
at Waye A sacrnd Fden in prreldonlar ceceived a lot of attention and 4irous-
eion .. Jhe ohildren drew many pietures snd *he bost buve bwen subnitted with
the regt of the project .

Tha high succesa rate of peopls who have left Coppermine (temporarily)
for the hizh tme;eo of the nmatiral resource arsas Lna brought Ahout an above
averaje prosperity and a dependsance on the 2je economy . As long as theae
gyxploration projects continus, theis Mimanuinl tnpact will have €5 de taken.

iate a2ccount vhen considerins the future o thae towm and its pecpla, veafd

NWTLI0C98
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'Iﬂ pienic sites, tables

,ki’tchen sheIter & toilet building

"construction cost
- =fees §7,500,

expenses $2,500
-Total $10,000
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DIVISION OF TOURISH
RECREATIONAL SITE REPORT

NAME "Coppermine” Community Park.
VICINITY Coppermine, N.W.T.
STATUS Vvacant Crown Land

BOUNDARIES

Adjacent to airport road, approx. 750 ft. frontage, and

approx. 1200 ft. depth. PofCat the comer of access
road i{nto gravel pit and main airport road

TOPOGRAPHY

Level patches, mostly gently sloping, southerly as pct,
bounded on north quhlgh rock outc’rop (40 ft. hlghsp

PHYSICAL RECREATION FEATURES

Vista over the Coppermine River, interesting flowers
and bird life. Rock climbing possibilities, camping
and picnicking possibilities. Rockhounding,

FOREST AND GROUND COVER

Ground cover of tundra species, occasional willows

reaching 2 ft. high. Large variety of wild flowers,
and plentiful wild cranberries.

SOIL CONDITIONS

Tundra, hummocky ground, level patches on crest of
slopes, drainage generally good.

WATER SUPPLY
None

LOCATION AND ACCESS

Approx. 4000 ft. from community via a rudimentary trafl
and cross country. 6000 - 7000° from Town via airport
road, 3000' + from airstrip via airport road. Accessi-
bil1ity is favourable also from Coppermine R.
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15.

160

170

RECREATIONAL POTENTIAL

Potential for camping, picnicking,hiking, berry picking,
viewing, rock c¢limbing, photography and nature study.

PRESENT RECREATIONAL USE

Limited to occasional hiking, photography, berry picking.
CONFLICTS

Site of former gravel pit, scaning evident, and may be
used again as a source of gravel. No conflict with D.0.T.

IMPROVEMENTS

Access road to and through gravel pit leads toa favour-
able development area.

PARK DEVELOPMENT POSSIBILITIES

Development possibilities for picnickingand camping
facilities.

CONCLUSIONS AND SUMMARY

Thesitewill adequately serve the formal picnicking
requirements of the residents of Coppermine and more
then adequately serve the camping need of visitors
to Coppermine. This site is the best location for
such facilities near the settlement.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Development OF this site should include:

1. Improvements to the gravel pit road. Minor grading
will make this road suitable for use by all vehicles.

2. Grading a parking and turnaround area of about 100”
square near the easterly end of the gravel pit.

3. Provision of a kitchen shelter and chemical toilets
near the parking area. This service area should also
include a tank for drinking water and a garbage
collection area which can contain up to 4 garbage cans.



17,  RECOMMENDATIONS

4. Ten picnic-camping areasat least 5 of which are
equipped with fireplace grills. All areas to
have a table, and garbage can.

5. One large entrance sign c/w lettering and
polar bear at airport road. Interior signsto
include kitchen shelter, mens and womens toilets,
picnic symbol, tenting symbol, permits req'. and
central garbage disposal sign, drinking water,
anti litter, and generaldescriptive info sign.
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