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M. W.H. G aham

CGovernnent of the Northwest Territories
Econom ¢ Devel opment and Tourism
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Dear Sir:
Re: Highway #3 Corridor Plan

W are pleased to subnit herein our study of tourism and parks al ong
this inportant nighway link. The proposals and concepts presented
herein formthe basis for a conprehensive upgrading strategy of the

existing facilities, as well as recomendations for the addition of new
facilities and prograns.

The final plan has been based on an extensive inventory and anal ysis
and direct input and review by the various community groups and
departnent representatives. This report, including the appendices,
presents a strategy for devel opment that includes: interpretive
potential, maintenance recomendations, a signage plan and schedule and

the specific analyses of over thirty individual sites along the
hi ghway.

In addition to this Phase One report, we are also conpleting the detail

design and contract docunent packages for approved priority elenents
of the plan.

We are grateful to your departnent and the communities of Fort
Provi dence and Rae Edzo for their assistance and direction as part of
the study process.

Respectfullj submitted,

EDA ¢OL RATIVE IRC.

——

Ted Muller, B.L. A, A.A.L.A.
Associ at e

T™:clm
Encl .
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1.0 IKTRODUCTION

1.1 Purpose

The urpose of this final report is to docurert the findings of this
studv. The study wmethodology included two phases as well as separate

progress reports which included:

- highlights of Phase One on-site assessnent
- prelimnary corridor plan

“concept site plans

- draft signage plan

- draft interpretive program

- draft operations and nmi ntenance gui delines

1.2 Study Objective

As cutlined in the Terms of Reference, the objective of this study is

“to inprove the visitors” enjoyment and interest along Highway #3."

1.3 Background

Traditionally, the communities of Fort Providence, Rae and Yellowunife

in

[

te

[#]

were reached only by water or air, until Highway #3 was ccnstru
1961 . This new highway has greatly increszsed tcth econoric and tourism
potential for the area by creating an elmest vear-round route into the
cormzmunities. It is only <during freezing and thawing cf the Mackenzie
River in early winter znd lzte spring that there is no rocd access to
ort Providence and other places further aleng the highway; the "vinter
ice = 'dn LU . 1~ 1 7 £ Frav Py -ndé K £ rar 1<
ice >Sridge" acreoss the river 1is unsafe for driving and the ferry ics

unezle to cross the Mackenzie through the ice.

As tie nighway i1s relatively new, it has very little hkistory. Yowever

the communities zleong the highway have o richer Listcry sincce they el

]

settled by water and alr bLefcre the existerce

t
e
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Baker Report (196¢) was the first stud Y undertaken to outline potential

portunitie along Highway #3, and it describes some of the unique
features to b,found in close proximity to the road. As such, thpjs

corridor study is an update of the original Baker Report, redefining
areas of interest for tourists and residents zlike. |t should te seen
as an opportunity to enhance tke uni que features O the comunities of

Fort Providence, Rae-Edzo and Yellowknife, as well as the |andscape
bet ween these communities.

1.4 Study Area

The study area follows a corridor along Higkway #3 from the H ghway #1
junction to Yellowknife, and includes four Tourism and Parks wayside
and community parks along the H ghway. It also includes seven D.P.WII.

pull -of f areas, twelve potential sites mentioned in the Baker Report
(1966) and seven potential opportunities identified by EDA through

onsite analysis and inventory of the corridor.

The Context Map (Plate A) illustrates the overall highway corridor from
Xilometre “O at the junction of Highway #1 through the ferry crossing
at the Mackenzie River, to Fort Providence, Rae-Edzo and on into
Yellowknife fOr 5 total of 340 km. It zlso shows the =mzier road

linkages tc the south.
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2.0 CORRI DOR INVENTORY AND ASSESSMENT

2.1 Review and Assessnent of Data

Using background reports and on-site analysis, poth existing facilities

and potential opportunities along the highway corridor were reviewed
(listed in the bibliography of this report).

The Baker Report (1966) was a mmjor source of data for existing
condi ti ons. However, due to natural processes, a nunber of features
mentioned in this report have changed considerably over time. We have
identified all the potential sites |listed by Baker, but suggest some be

del eted from devel opnent priority as they are no lenger significant.

A number of new opportunities were also lccated during the en-site
assessnment. These have been described and included in this report as

potential areas for further devel opnent.

The Chanber-s Report (1982) on the territorial parks was zlso very
useful, giving wore up-to-date recommendati ons and descriptions cf tke

park areas.

Thelast gajor source of data for the site inventory wag the Fzisting

Ccndit ions/Descript ion (June 1986) of park areas along the highway.

Unfortunately, very little rCrevious datz was availableonpcintscf
interest in the | andscape other than the parks. Cur on-site znalysis,
t he Baker Peport and the new “Rivers tc Poacs " “rcchure vere the onlvy

infornmation used to determne existing conditions and possibilities for
these sites

A detailed assessment of each site analvzed clcn, the cerricder is found

iz fection 5.0 of tkis report.



2.2 Peopl e Contact ed

In addition to ou, own observations and the review ofprevious studies,
we contacted various individuals and groups ir gathering, revi ew ng and

assessing data for this study.

Several on-site neetings were held in Yellowknife, Rze and Fort
Provi dence. Four days were spent on-site to assess the highway, see
first hand the existing conditions, and talk with various individuals
and interest groups. W met With representatives of Tourism and ParKks,
Econoni ¢ Devel opnent and other related government departments to gather
and review information. We also met with representatives from the

ham et of Rae-Edzo and the settlenent of Fort Providence.

We have also had several follow-up discussions and communication with
various groups, including: ©Northern Frontier Visitors” Association
regarding theme and signage; Renewabl e Resources regarding plans for an
interpretive cairn and its location on the Mackenzie Bi son Sanctuary;

and Tourism and Parks regarding operations and maintenance, and

signage.

A detailed list of persons contacted is attached in Apperdix A.
Detail ed discussions of on-site nmeetings are cocumented iN Apperndix B,
and follow-up di Scussions are highlighted in Appendix C.
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3.0 EXISTING CORDITIONS AND OPPORTUNITIES

3.1 Background

During a four-day on-site inventory and assessnment, we drove the
corridor from the Highway #1 intersection, crossing the Mackenzie River
ferry, north to Fort Providence, on to Rae~Edzo and into Yellowknife
for a total distance of 340km. InNn total, thirty sites were assessed
along H ghway #3 and are located on the Corridor Concept Plan (Plate B).

This section docunents: firstly our overall i npressions of the
| andscape and zones, and ideas on managenent; secondly, user influerce
zones including the types of users and the comunity nodes al ong the
hi ghway, and finally, our thoughts on the highway’'s present inmage and
possi bl e t hene. Qur overal | highway driving experience and
observations are attached in Appendix D in their entirety.

3.2 Landscape | npressions

Qur overall inpression of the |andscape was cf a relatively narrow
encl osed view corridor, wth short views fromthe road. The existing
trees and underbrush, together with s relatively flat topography, do
not provide broad or interesting views or vistas, except at z few
uni que locations which should be pricrity areas for developmernt. The
alignment of the roadway is relatively straight and uninteresting,
providing an excellent all weather ground access route as an
alternative to conplenment air and water access to the ccomunities.
Since the road surface is gravel, the dust does rnot encourage the
tourist to stop and explore the landscape. Driving the highway takes a
great deal of concentration, especially negotiating the curves to aveid
driving off the steep and narrow jravel shculder, and avoiding the
oncoming traffic and transport trucks. The overall effect mesmerizes
the driver in concentration on the rcad, not the | andscape. Additional
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dust protection surfacing or paving, including wi der should ers, would
better permit the driver to experience the |andscape.

Thus, since the driver’s concentration is on the road, ttere is a
tendency to drive fast and get to the next destination, rather than to
stop along the way. It is inportant to focus attention on the nost
i mpressive opportunities as highest priorities for development. These
should include: the experience of crossing the Mackenzie River,
cul tural opportunities at Fort Providence, the unique opportunity oOf
driving off the road at the Caen Lake marl deposits, the natural
grassl ands of the Bison Sanctuary, the natural viewpoint opportunities
over the north arm of the Geat Slave Lake, the cultural opportunities
at Frank Channel and in the Rae-Edzo area, and a welconming arrival into
the destination of Yellowknife.

Landscape zones can be described by two strong divisions: firstly, the
crossing of the Mackenzie River is a strong “node” conplenented by the
treed, flat and closed view of the northern prairie landscape Let\’ een
the H ghway #1 intersection and Rae-Edzo. Secondly, the tridge
crossing at Frank Channel is a strcng “node” conplenented by the major
| andscape change into the Canadian Shield rock outcrops and bogarezs.
There are subtle changes in tte landscape Within these zomnes, but the
average tourist probably would not notice them, except fcr the burned
cut areas of jack pine and their subsequent regrowth.

Managenment zones should be devel oped from the land Unit areas, using
vi sual resource managemert techniques to identify the land areas that
can be seen fromthe road corridor. Since most Of the existing Lhighkway
has closed or linmited views and limited read access, managewen t
priority should be given tc the priority sites along tke road that
afford places for visitors to stop. It will be these access Stops that
will permit people to zet in contact wth the landscape. Ttrus,
management should nmonitor cthe inmpact on the landscape and ensure
operations and maintenance follows up the capital expenditure site
upgr adi ng.




3.3 User Influence Zones

Th, major cultural zones of influence or land areas that are inpacted

by people traveling the highway are: the actual right-of-way of the
highway, the access points or pull-off areas and sites zleng and
adj acent t. the highway, and most importantly, the communities of Fort

Provi dence, Rae-Edzo and Yellowknife.

Most users traveling the highway cannot drive off the gravel roadway
surface except at pull-off areas, so there are few opportunities for
people to venture into the surrounding | andscape, except at specific
sites. These sites should have limted access and use, and be within a
short walk from the roadway (less than 200 netres from the parked
vehicles). The exceptions to this type of access would be for
recreational users desiring canoe access to a river or |ake, or a kiker
using the site to access a trail

Consi dering the existing uses along the hi ghway, three zones should be
considered to. assist in future managenent of the |andscape and
operation and mai ntenance of the corridor. The follow ng zones should
be considered in the future planning and management strategies:

1. Highway Right-of-Way Land Areas. This space is the [rime
responsibility of DPWH. The 60.9%m w de R.0.W. includes tke
roadway surface, shculder edges, drainage areas and buffer space.
Signage in this zone needs to be coordinated to give the traveller
information, but avoiding clutter and confusion. There is al so an
opportunity for coordination of interpretive signage at roadside

rest areas.

2. Individual Sites and Access Points or Pull-off Areas. These
include all opportunities for vehicles to pull off the rcad,
either within the right-of-way or at rest areas, wayside parks cr
park sites. These areas should hLave controlled access by =zeans cf
wood post fences or other barrier techniques, to keep vehicles

from driving bevond parking areas into the lzndscape. Controlled
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access would also sinplify operation and nai ntenance issues and
l[imt vehicular inpact, yet still allow controlled access for
short wal king and hiking trails and boat |aunching.

3. Community Areas. These areas include Fort Providence, Rae-Edzo and
Yellowknife. Stop-over opportunities in the communit districts
will help to create nore economi ¢ devel opnent that will strengthen
and conpl ement the existing comunity facilities. The communities
of Fort Providence on the Mackenzie R ver and Rae-Edzo at the
north arm of the Great Slave Lake create inportant activity nodes
whi ch should be closely coordinated with comunity programs and
operations and nmaintenance, in order to attract tourists and
enhance the economni ¢ base of the comunity.

Use Nodes - The two nodes that are important attractions within the
i nfluence zones include firstly, the natural features--rivers and |akes
which are attractions for their scenic quality; and secondly, the
community townsites for their cultural activities, services, facilities
and  experiences. The  nost i mport ant site nodes should offer
opportunities to attract all highway users.

User Linkages - The highway route itself is the primary |inkage the
traveller experiences. Any upgrading should carefully consider
inproving of the road surface and the image or view from the road.
Ot her user linkages include opportunities to stop and take short trai

wal ks to stretch, relax and enjoy the adjacent |andscape experiences

The types of highway users and their needs include the follow ng

groups:

1. Visitor/ Tourist - people who drive the highway as part of their
trip; their needs include opportunities for scmething te do along
the route ard attractions for day trips from Yellcwknife.
Possibilities wright include informaticr end interpretive signage

and upgrading of priority park sites.
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2. Destination Visitor - those en route to one or nore of the
comunities to transport goods or services. Their needs woul d be
for a safer, snoother highway, preferably paved with wi der
shoul ders, to inprove sight lines and mininize dust on their

route. Mre interesting features at rest areas would hel p reduce
driving boredom

3. Wekend Shoppers - residents who generate local traffic between
the comunities along the highway. Their needs, simlar to the
destination visitor, would be for jncreased safety and nore

interesting diversions along the route to create interest.

4. Yellowknife Residents - people who are looking for day trip
opportunities to interesting sites. Their needs would include
informational and interpretive signage as well as interesting
places to stop and see or participate in uniquely northern

experi ences. Possibilities would include viewpoints and trails.

3.4 Image and Theme

The existing image of Highway #3 is a dull, straight, “get there”
driving experience, aggravated by dust and the need to concentrate on
safety and avoid driving off the shoulders. Mdst users are focused on

getting to their destination.

There are, however, opportunities to inprove the image of the road and
its driving experience. Firstly, the road image could be improved by
devel oping a new “thene” and “nane” to pronote the route. Suggestions
for a nane for the highway include the traditional map designation of
Geat Slave H ghway, Yellowknife H ghway, Caribou or Bison H ghway and
the Denendeh H ghway. O all those suggested, the Denendeh name proved
to be the nobst favored by all comunities and the majority of
participants. A letter fromthe Mnister of Economic Devel opnment and
Tourismto the Minsiter of DPWH requesting a nane change of the highway

t o Denendeh woul d be required.
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Secondly, the thene could be reinforced by creating a new i mage or
graphic logo for the route to increase user interest. This 1lcgo should
capture the “spirit” of the highway and possibly use graphics based on
bison, landscape zomes, caribou, "Big" river, "Big" lake or cultura
i mges of Dogrib/Slavey or the church at Fort Providence,. Public
profile and know edge of the road would increase through a positive
i mpage and pronotion, thereby attracting nore visitors. Thirdly, the
driving experience could be inproved by upgrading priority sites along

the route to help attract people to stop and enjoy the drive.
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4.0 CONCEPT RECOMVENDATI ONS

This sectio, supplenents the Cenents made i,the Overall Corridor

Assessnment and specific a 1 ly add ress es signage, interpretation and
operations and maintenance gui delines.

4.1 Signage

H ghway #3 is a relatively new access route, built to suppl ement
traditional water and air routes to the area. Information signage has
been increnmentally added to neet the growing needs and priorities of
traffic direction and safety. Use of the highway is increasing as more
tourists becone aware of and attracted to this route to Yellowknife.

Our discussions with Tourism and Parks, Econonic Devel opnent and
comunity representatives inforned us that better signage is required
and shoul d be enphasized as a high priority. Types of signs discussed
i nclude nore than highway traffic safety, regulation and directional

signage. Suggested signage enphasizes the follow ng new demands:

1. I nformati on signage, including hi ghway name, thenme, image

2. Interpretive signage and | ocati on maps

3 Park signage

4 Speci al signage to identify the Bison Sanctuary, tourist zones ana

alsc include wel come signs to the communities

In our observations driving the highway, we noticed that traffic
regulation and directional signage are clear and that the white
kilometre posts are a definite asset to knowing where vou are. If
accompanied by a map, the highway user could nore easily find his way,
particularly if he is looking for specific features such as those
listed in the “Rivers to Roads” guide. However, we noticed & rajor
lack of information; unless one ‘knows row to read and use z map and
also understands the |andscape, it would be difficult to appreciate the

natural features of the area--the Mackenzie Piver, bison reserve, or
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subtl e changes froma prairie |landscape to the Canadian shield. It

would be equal ly difficult to find or appreciate the cultural
settlement of the Dene in the comunities. Thus, we saw a need for
other forns of signage that could be linked with brochures and

panphl ets to help informtravelers of stories about and |ocations of

the | andscape, geology and culture which would enhance the driving
experience and enjoynent of those traveling H ghway #3.

The followi ng types of signage are suggested as exanples to enhance the
driving experience and enjoynent of the tourist. It will be inportant
to coordinate the signage needs of DPWH and integrate other
i nformational, interpretive, park and special signage into overall
signage guidelines in order to create a conprehensive signage system

All signage designs should be circulated to the appropriate agency for
approval .

4.1.1 Informatiopal Signage
This type of signage shoul d extend the existing highway signage to a
conpl ete system including:

a) Quide and Directional Signage

- purpose: to denote a particular thene and image for the
Hi ghway #3 route

- exanples: IB-1 Trans Canada, M-35 Heritage i hway

HERITAGE |
HIGHWAY

AP
Ly

ROUTE DES
Bl __ PIONMNIERS

- placement: at beginning of hi ghway secti ons and junctions
wi th other roads

- recommendation: see signage plan for suggested |ocations
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b) Visitor Information Signage

- purpose: to identify places with visitor information;
provide in association with comunity services and visitor
facility signs

- exanple: IC-8 Travel Information Symbol

Ic-8
60X 60 em
C) Community Services Sign
- purpose: includes name of comunity above series of

service synbols (maxi mum of six) such as: food, fuel,

| odgi ng, servi ces, canpground, boat launch, first aid,
pi cni cking, etc.

~ examples:

- would al so require zn advance warrning Sign simlar to sign

at entrance to commnity; includes distance to community
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-exanple of a combination community guide sign with an

individual "IC" synbol : A1
a
W1
VERTICAL
DIMENSION
- 45 em

=

- recommendation: see signage plan for suggested |ocations

4.1.2 Interpretive Sjignage

These signs should help the visitor interpret selected areas along the
hi ghway, and shoul d i ncl ude:

a) Point of Interest Sign

- purpose: to indicate |ocation of geographic, geologic,
historic, cultural, environnental or scenic sites of
significance

- site will be named and described on |[ocation by an
interpretive sign board, panel or cairn at a pull-off

- advanced warning signs and access signs required

- exanpl es: IC-9 Vi ewpoi nt, G67 Historic Site, G-69E
Hi storic Plaque

 HISTORIC SITE
| FAIRFIELD

Tl Ext 2k

.
——

"w
—

s 80ecm

- recomendation: see signage plan for locations, including
Mackenzie River, Caen Lake, North Arm Vi ewpoi nt




b)

Exhi bit Signage

- purpose: to tell story of |andscape, vegetation, wldlife,
geol ogy or cultural |egends

- advance warning would be given by identification sign for

pul | - of f

| ocate at existing DPWH pul |l -off areas

exanple: information should include: “you are here” map

of Highway #3, title and story line text, and a graphic
synbol unique to the site feature

- recomrendation: see signage plan for locations at each

DPWH pull-off; see potential story line in Interpretive
Section 4.2

Park Signzge
- purpose: to indicate nane of territorial park and
facilities provided by use of "IC" |ogo symbols and the
Nort hwest Territories polar bear logo
- locate at park entrance; advance warning sizns should be
posted previous to the entrance

- exanple of warning sign: simlar to ¥-28, using polar bear

| ogo

: i
] |
I PROVINCIAL |
| PROVINCIAL v
1)

% ! AR
e ) 1%
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exanple of territorial park entrance sign: similar to G 80
as used in Ontario and sinilar to those proposed at
Ingraham Trail. Signs should include park name, polar bear
logo, NWI and graphic "IC" logo synmbols to indicate major
specific facilities available at the park, such as canping,

boat |aunch, picnicking, etc.

PROSPIEROUS l;_ j
LAkE '~

o
Coam 2l o
— T

| |

l - |

———,——

1

recommendations : add advance warn ing signs at locat i ons
before parks; upgrade existing park signage With new sign
boards and messages to replace existing territorial park
signs which are difficult to read and are becoming worn.

See Signage Plan (Plate C) for |ocations.

4.1.4 Special Signage

) Border Crossing Signage

wel cone signs should be located at the boundaries to
special areas, such as “Wlcome to the Mackenzie Bison
Sanctuary”, “Wlcome to the Northern Frontier Visitors
Association Zone”, and “Welcone to the Big River Tourism
Associ ation Zone”

exanple: could be simlar to historic site sizn C 67

¥

.

ra—q
L4

. |l HISTORIC SITE WELCOME

1T

—'®

YU ARE ENTERING THE :;
FAIRFIELD Weeugy

|
N /) /

Exit 2 km RISON SANCTUAR
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- reconmmendati on: undert ake detail ed desicn and

i npl enentation of new signs at suggested |ocations shown on
the sign plan

h) Map Board Signage
- purpose: to identify where the viewer is lo:ated in
relation to the highway and nearby communities
-could be conbined wth interpretive information as
described in Interpretive Signage and | ocated at DVYWH pull-
of f areas
- could be located along the roadway at pull-offs rear the

entrance to a community to give information about the

comunity and points of interest; use a comunity nap and
nunber system

- example: \Witehorse Information Kiosk

Whitehorse Info o

:\T.v ANA |‘ :'TM"{ o R |

- rec ommendat ion : to coordinate locat ions with interpretive
S ignageat DPMHpu 11-0 f f and ¢ onf irmthe d es ir es o f the

Communi t ies for add i t iona 1 map s igns for Fort Providence ,
Rae— Edzo and Yellowknif e

4.1.5 S ignage Plan and Schedule

The S ignag e Plan ( Plate C) at the back of this report indicates the
various s ign types described previous ly and the ir suggested locat ion
a1l ong Highway #3 . The S ign Schedul e ( Appendix G ) which acconpanies the
;lam, serves as a legend for the plan and inc ic at es the appropr iate
Sign number, category traffic speed, charact er size and rmessage
elements. Tog €ther they provide a c lear pic ture of the Signage
reaui renents alongt he highway.
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4.2 Interpretation

4.2.1 Observati ons

At present, there are no existin, interpretive signs or nmarkers al ong
Hi ghway #3. Unless a traveller iS able to pick up at least an
explorer-s map and the “Rivers to Roads” brochure before setting out on
the trip, he would m ss seeing or understanding the opportunities and
points of interest along the highway. Perhaps this may account for
part of the reason that travelers find the driving experience boring
and dull, thus they drive at top speed to get to their destination
rather than slow down or stop and enjoy the trip. These visitors
obviously do not see any reason to slowdown, and the limted view from
the dusty road is their only experience.

We believe that guidelines should be established and continue to be
refined into conmtment for action to “inprove the visitor's
experience.” Cur recormendation is to start i npl emrent ation of
interpretive signage at the DPWH pull-off areas, and to devel op speci al
signage to identify priority points of interest, such as the Mckenzie
Bi son Sanctuary.Ongoing inprovements should confirm tile sites wth
interpretive potential and develop the thenes and story |ine nessages
to be told.

4.2.2 Peter.tial Opportunities

Opportunities are identified in the “Rivers to Roads” panphlet; these
t hemes shoul d be devel oped at the site to “tell the story” to people
who do not have copies of the brochure. Further opportunities fcr
interpretation have been identified in the Baker Report. ¥e have
updated comments on this report. In addition, we have listened to
community representatives who have commented that they are interested
in getting tourists to stop at points of interest ttat can link with
the comunities. They are also interested in promotirg future guided
tours on the Mackenzie River and to the bison sanctuary. Interpretive

signs or markers woul d help mzke people aware of the stories related to
these sites.
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Policies and guidelines should be refined and coordi nated between
governnment departnents, including DPWH, Renewable Resources and Tourism
and Parks, to work jointly to inplenent opportunities. Specific sites
shoul d be developed t0O attract people and hel p them understand the
cultural and natural heritage aspects of the area. The overall goal
should be to detail an overall interpretive thene for the highway

corridor, then inplement it with markers at priority sites.

Obj ectives should b refined t. detail interpretive thenes and signs or
markers should be provided at key nodes along the highway. These
markers should be visible fromthe road and identify key points of
interest. They shoul d be conpl enented by a map or brochure expl ai ning
the overall corridor system such as “Rivers to Roads,” and shoul d be
made available to tourists at the beginning of their trip. Guided
tours could be initiated by private operators in the communities to

specific sites, to explain the stories about the natural and cul tural
| andscape.

Fol lowup objectives should detail interpretive opportunities at
specific sites, based on chosen priorities. Sites such as Caen Lake
provi de an excellent opportunity for a sign and market to tell the
story of the Mackenzie Bison Sanctuary. Ongoing upgrading for a nore
conmprehensive interpretive program should include trails and organi zed
activities. Oher sites such as the Mackenzie River Crossing have the
opportunity for a map Sign and nmessage board to tell the story of one

of the world-s greatest rivers.

a) Mackenzi e Bi son Sanctuary
A draft of the “Interim Bison Managenent Plan,” writtern by
the WIldlife Management division of Renewable Resources iro
February 1986, describes the potential of nature tours and a
conmunity based interpretive centre. It is clear that the
economni ¢ devel opnent base of the community would benefit from
an interpretive centre with displays, filnms, a slide stow,

and especially a handicraft shop selling tourist items and
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supplies. An appropriate location would be along the highway
with the opportunity to have a short walk into an open
prairie area. This opportunity is available at the existing
Caen Lake road pull-off at Kilometre 89.0 km The Corri dor
Concept Plan (Plate B) at the back of this report shews this

[ocation at Site #9, and is entitled Caen Lake-Mar|l Delta.

Renewabl e Resources refers to the Caen Lake site in their
report as follows:

"In order to increase public awareness and appreciation for
the species, information centres enploying descriptive signs
will be set along the highway. The Caen Lake area near the

hi ghway wi |l be reserved for non-consunptive use. Gven the
high international profile of wood bison, non-consunptive

“utilization” of the herd will be encouraged with appropriate
constraints on excessive human di sturbance.”

W understand that Renewabl e Resources is currently producing
a plaque for a cairn to be located at the Caen Lake site. W
agree and believe this would be an excellent site where
visitors would be likely to see bison. VW also believe that
this site offers other potential opportunities for Tourism
and Parks to devel op signage and site upgrading as well as

future interpretive trails and an interpretive centre.

The following map and text was received from Renewabl e
Resources and represents the artwork for the plaque.
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Mackenzi e Wbod Bi son Herd

"Cnce occupying mnmeadows within the vast wooded stretches of the
Interior Plains of North Anerica, the wood bison is now classified
internationally as an endangered species

The wood bison is a larger, darker relative of the plains bison. It
suffered the same drastic population declines as the plains bison did
when it was heavily exploited in the 1800s.

Wbood bison numbersbegantoincreaseintheearly 1900s. After Wbod
Buf falo National Park was created in 1922, nost of the wood bison
interbred with plains bison which had been transplanted fromthe
sout h.

In 1963, 18pure wood bison which were found in the northwestern part
of the park were transplanted to the Mackenzie Bison Sanctuary at the
west end of Great Slave Lake. In 1984, about 1200 bi son were counted
in this area. It is the largest free-ranging wood bison herd in the
world today.”

S
MACKENZIE
WOOD BISON HERD

Om,- by U T (1 vadt moaadend SBEICE s o
i AN Plasey ol ND Aloina e wood bisu s <o
i An iy 43 #0 WIIBHGUIE SpELiws

[e woanl Wiomnt i w laiger Qutkor reiabve ol e 4
Suimiwnl 1 Swthe @il Pubulalasi UoLhnes
whet °§ mad bwaviy @ApHE A e 1B

AlE Wemnd Butluis Natiwial Far
weinl Lomas ik Lo ad Wil U ari3ea
i wals drarases Husuey
Jor Hhweraietis arl O) 1 park
I 1903 18 Jiaasu HEw s o s Bord
Meatawins m o Serklualy ol e west o
1HB4 1A Do welo Cutied i his elus - 1Ne letyesl |
ol Lazass 1id) 1 (i wukhd loday

| [orslrBUION  Ur
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4.2.3 Suggestions for Implementation

Specific actions to start developing interpretive opportunities begin

with confirming priority opportunities:

Interpretive signage should be installed along the highway to
identify the priority sites with a “point of interest” sign.
Locations should include the Mackenzie River Crossing, Caen
Lake, Mackenzie Bison Sanctuary and a viewpoint at North
Arm

Interpretive signage should be installed at all existing DPWH
pul I -of f sites to tell various stories listed in the “Rivers

t 0 Roads" guide.

Speci al signage shoul d be devel oped to include:

- Border Crossing Signs, or welconme signs along the highway
that identify: ‘Wlcone, you are entering the Mackenzie

Bison Sanctuary,” “Wlcone, you are entering the Northern
Frontier Visitors Association Zone" and “Wlcone, you are
entering the Big River Tourist Association Zone,” and

- Highway Context Maps along the highway to help pronote the

facilities and points of interest in the comunities.

These specific inplenentation suggestions represent a first priority

for action. Additional interpretive elements and the previous

priorities are further described bel ow.

Hi ghway Context Maps

Large painted highway context wmaps should be erected at seven
di fferent locations along the highway as shown on the
Corridor Concept Plan (Plate B) at the back of this report.
At each site, the viewer would be shown where he is in
relation to the entire highway corridor by neans of a “you
are here” type of designation. The sane map could also

include an enlargement of the specific area (i.e. Frank
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Channel / Rae/ Edzo) and i ndi cate the various attract ions

avail able to the traveller in that area.

Theme Brochures

Various thenme brochures should be devel oped and coordinated
with the proposed pull-off site exhibits to explain the
natural hsitory, vegetation and cultural attractions of the
corridor. The brochures could be designed to match the
existing “Rivers to Roads” brochure, but still relate to to
Hi ghway #3 by using the new name and | ogo. Together with the
various exhibits, these brochures should conplenent one
another and not be isolated. The stories that need to be

told and their locations include the follow ng:

- Ferry Crossing (Site #3): natural history of the Mckenzie
Ri ver, story of summer and winter crossing, history of Fort
Provi dence and ot her area attractions, i ncl udi ng
informati on on the cultural/historic stories of the region

(e.g. map showing aboriginal |ocations of Dogrib and
Slavey tribes)

- Marl Delta. Caen Lake (Site #8): Mackenzi e Bi son Sanctuary

description, natural history of marl delta and Caen Lake

- DPWH Pull-Of (Site #14): describe the vegetation of this
area and include stories on the area’s mature jackpine
(Site #15) and grasslands (Site #13)

- DPWH Pull-Of (Site #20): describe the inpact of the 1971
and 1973 forest fires in the area

- Frank Channel (Site #25): natural history of the North Arm
cultural history of Fort Rae and Edzo, and a description of
the area attractions: travel patterns of the people before
the highway was built; fact that Rae is nobst northerly

comunity on the H ghway
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-DPWH Pull -O f (SI te #28): narural history of the different

| andscape zones (plains vs. shield) and other geol ogica
attractions, including reasons for the different road

| ayouts (depends on | andscape the road travel s through)

c) Exhibits (interpretive signage)
As ment i oned previously (4.1.2), specially  designed
interpretive or exhibit signs should be installed at all DPWH
pull -off sites. These exhibits would be used as a fixed
back-up to the recommended brochures. Their |ocation and
content are listed in the Signage Plan (Plate Q).

d) Bi son and Forest Regions Interpretive Centre
Once again, as a long term devel opment strategy, it is
recommended that an interpretive centre be constructed at the
marl delta site with a trail linkage to the forestry clearing
site. This centre, which could be jointly supported by
various governnent departnents, would continue to tell the
story of bison and forestry in the region, strengthening the

initial signage al ong the highway.

e) Interpretive Trails
Potential exists for trail opportunities at the marl delta

site, the mature jack pine site and North Arm CanpG ound.

4.3 Operations and Mi ntenance

This section includes suggested guidelines for the operation and
maintenance of parks and related facilities along Highway #3. ‘TWO
criteria were considered: (1) the need to maxinize benefits for study
area residents, and (2) the difference in costs and government stzffipg

i f operations and maintenance are contracted out vs. done internally.
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In order to devel op suggestions for guidelines, we made observations on
our site visit and discussed the existing system with conmmunity
representatives , including:
- Joanne Pilkey, Settlement Mnager, Fort Providence
- Fred Behrens, Haml et Manager, Rae-Edzo

We al so discussed the existing systemw th Parks staff, including:
- Rick Camire, Parks Ranger, Park Service, Fort Smith Region

- Tracy Hall, Regional Parks O ficer, Hay River

- Don Moir, Regional Parks Supervisor

4.3.1 Observations

W observed that nmmintenance in sites closer to comrunities appears toO
be excellent. The major nmaintenance problem was that isolated sites
(such as the Chan Lake site) were very badly maintained, wth
particular nuisances of overflowing garbage and wundesirable pit
toilets. Since it is difficult to nonitor privately tendered
mai nt enance contracts, especially with limted parks staff available,
it seemsthat individuals are |ess responsible than comrunity-supported
mai nt enance and operations. Perhaps nore supervision and reporting
will be required to nonitor the private maintenance contracts. The
DPWH pul |l -of f sites appeared to be clean and well nmintained at all
sites. Perhaps DPWH should be considered to assist with naintenance at

i solated sites.

4.3.2 Existineg Svstem

We understand that Tourismand Parks is structured with a Fecional
Manacer, a Regional Supervisor 2and several Pazke Cfficers. Their
respons ib i lit ies include parks operations and management of maintenance
needs. The current policy is to contract out nmintenance to private
individuals. This system could work well and neet the objective to
raximize benefits for study area residents, but must be realistically
budgeted to cover costs for inkcuse roritoring, checking, reporting and
management. When a private contractor isS awarded an operations anc
maintenance contract based on the “lowest bidder” approach, it should

be expected that the results will be ar zttitude of providing a ninioum
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of service. It does not encourage a contractor to do a good job on the
s ite. Per haps if benefits are to be maxinized for residents,
consi deration should be given to detailing the maintenancne tasks and
procedures in a witten Terns of Reference for the contractor, and
devel oping 2 monitering system to coordinate, evaluate performance and
enforce the contract conditions

We are not aware of an existing witten detailed set of maintenance
tasks, and since it is beyond our scope to evaluate the existing system
and make policy reconmendati ons on a new system we can only identify
our findings and nake suggestions for future consideration

Current problems which require action include

- Maintenance Of buildings/shelters that get abused each year

- Fixing picnic shelters and broken glass due to vandalism each year

- Fixing or replacing stones damaged by vandalism each year

- Proble,to check and nake reports with existing parks staff due to
long driving distances and short time

- Enptying garbage cans; DPWH does it for their sites, yet parks nust
budget for another person and truck to do it for their sites. There
could be savings in cost if the two departments would agree to
cooperate within the governnent.

- Regul ar grading and gravel upgrading required at several sites due to
soft base

- Keeping pit toilets clean is difficult when screens are broken

- Lowest bidder contractor results in problenms getting mmi ntenance
done

- Very lone response time to get upgradi ng improvements for fences,

pai nt and repl acement of signage and site furnishings, presumably due
to limted budgets

ho B} o .
3.3 Curcectinone fo

I~

pol 39
A detailed operations and mcointcnance program Should bte established.

One of the objectives of a new program should te to coordinate the
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needs of Parks with DPWHE, since they currently maintain their pull-off

sites al. ong the highway. The overall program should incl ude:

- Detailing maintenance tasks, based on frequency of need, i.e.
seasonal ly, nonthly, weekly, daily.

- Detailing seasonal repl acenent procedures and budgets for vandalized
itens.

- Operational procedures refined to integrate with overall tasks and
torelate to existing nman power.

- Develop a better monitoring systemto check the detail ed requirenents
of each site; include performance evaluation for work done.

- Consider a new coordinator position to liase with private contractors

and par ks nmanagers and supervisors.

We understand the departnent currently coordinates the work performed
by park rangers, who nmaintain a presence in the field in order to care
for the parks. Perhaps a coordinator could assist in menitoring,

reporting and evaluating to assist in nmaking future recomendati ons and
changes to the existing system
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5.0 CONCEPT SITE PLARS

Each of the thirty-six (36) potential and existing sites identified
during cur cns ite analysis has been described in detail as part
of the final concept, or eliminated and described in Appendix E, The

following were the najor sources of information for this inventory:

(4,3

(1) Baker Report, 1926

(2) Chanber Repcrt, 1282

(3) Existing Conditions/Description, June 1286

(4 “Rivers tc Reads” Brochure

(5)EDA Site (Cbservations, August 1986

(6) EDA Site Observations/Public Meetings, Cctober 1986, and Appendi x
F - Review Comments on Draft Plan)

Each site description has been referenced to omne or mcre ¢f the above
sources [i.e. intersection of highways (5)]. For zll cites listed in
the Bsgker Report, wmcrc detailed refercnce can al

s
detziled descripticns cf the features in the arez (Appendices to the

For each site &aleng the highway, a description of the site,

observations and cocmments, & 1ist of existing £facilitics, and
~ — A n s s nma - s 5 . 3
recommendaticns are detailcd. Picturecs of the site have =21sc beeon

included where possible, and an existing conditions and concept site
rlan have bcen includced for gll the high priority development sites and

some of the medium priority sites.

5.1 1Iadividual Site Assessment and Reccmmendations

The follow ng pages should be read in conjuncticn with the overall

Corridor Concept Plez (Plzte B) for reference.

We have included a fold-out summary cf the thirty sites assessed,

relative to the kilometre distance frem Point O.0 at't he int ersec ticn

way #1 and #3. It should be noted . .+*%-% tagse dictancces
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correspond W th the ex is ¢ ing white Z23T¥kEY L z long the eas t and s cuth

S ide of the highway. The sit e nunber zand nezme 2re for ref erenc e

between the map and the report . The site priority rat e¢; ¢ ac h

v 5 ite

based on our cbe ervet icns , meet ing ¢ znd 4 iscuss i ONS with ¢ ommun ity
represent a t ives and Tour ism and Parks. The site tyse is a
classification of the four territorial parks, the seven DPWH >u:ll-offs,
p0tential sites previocusly iderit if ied, and new potential opportun it ies .

Recommendati ons highlight actions that shkould be taken.

Foll owi ng the summary sheets are witten and graphic descriptions of
each site. The written Description documents the existing conditions,
our observations and a list of existing facilities, withaconcept

recoumendaticn and cost cstimate for future site devel opnent.
5.2 Site Development Priority Summary

The fcllowing page is a summary chart of all thirty sites whi
ik . . . . )
beern described . thig section and iacludes the important points about

each site. For a nore detailed description of the sites, please refer

to the individual summary sheets for each site.
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Site Name: PULL- OFF Site Number: 1
Kilometre Point: O km
Type of Site: Pul |l -of f Area and Intersection of Hi ghways #1 and #3

Site Description:

Pul| -off Area - just south of the Hi ghway #1-#3 junction 0.5 km
| ocated on the north side of the road (5)

Bigbwav #1-//3 Intersection - actual intersection of highways (5)

Observations and Comments:

- potential to be better utilized by adding signage map and
information to encourage visitors to travel EBighwav#3(5)
pave road to ferry crossing to encourage additional visitors

Exi sting Facilities:

Pull-off Area
smal |l log survival cabin in fair to good condition
- 1 waste receptacle (full)

Highwav #1-#3 Intersection - directional signage for each highway

Concept Recommendati ons:

upgrade pull-off site with information and directional signage
to better orientate potential visitors to Highway#3

-provide sign on/in the cabin stating that it is to be used for
wi nter survival in case of vehicle trouble (there are a number
of these cabins found along the highway and although they are
no longer necessary because of the steady traffic, they may
forman interesting “historic” storvy)
no upgradi ng necessary at actual intersection of Highway #1-#3
if pull-off area is upgraded
pave Eighwayv #3 from intersection to ferry crossing

Upgraded Itens and Prelininary Cost Estimate:

- Signage s 3,500.00
-Picnic Tables (2) 800,00
s 4,300.00

(costs to upgrade the highway with a chip seal surface treatnent
woul d be approximately €280,000/km or $7 million for 25km)

Devel opnent Priority: High
Service Priority: Medium
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Site Name: DORY PO NT TERRI TORI AL PARK Site Number: 22
Kilcmetre Point: 20 kn
Type of Site: Park Site

Site Descri pti on:

- 4.17 hectares (3)
excel l ent view of the river (1) withk access to it (5)

-day use and picnicking arez with a gravel and grass parking
area and a log kitchen shelter in the centre (2, 5)

- purpose of park: fishing, picnicking, rest stop, canping (when

ferry missed) (3)

Observati ons and Conment s:

- entrance 15 awkward: it 1s not signed and is after initial
view of the area from the highway when travelling north (2, 5
- add cacping areas scparate from current day usc arca {existing
site being used for camping) (5)
Existing Facilities:
5picnic sites (canping) 4firepl aces
2 picnic shelters 1 wood compound
1 kitchen shelter 1 water ccmpound
2 toilets 1 garbage conpound
5 tables 1400 £t¢. rcadway
2 .
£ garbage cans 4800 ft- parking area
Concept Recommendaticns:
Private campgrcund presently being considered nearby, therefore vait
until this develcepment proccecds befeore implementing the fellewirg
rcccomendatiens:
- develeop site to camping/day usce area (if privatc compground
dces not procced)
- improve site signeoge with new directicnal signes located 1 ke
before the site, and a new icent:ification sign oriented to

highway travellers

- upgrade site access with new roadway entry and turnin, lorc
actual site

- frovide vehicle control barriers to separate park cite zcces
from water truck access

Upgraded Itens and Preliminary Cost Estimate:

- Demclition ¢ 500.00

- CSignege 1,2CC.00

- Yew Access 2,00C.CC

- Control EBarriers 1,500.C80

- Upgraded Picnic Sites 2,080.8C

$ 7,300.00
Development Priority: Low
Service Priority: Low
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Site Hame: FERRY CROSSING Site Number: 3
Kilometre Point: 25.5 km
Type of Site: Potential Site - Previously Identified

Site Description: (5)

South Side of River - |oading/unloading point (a)

North Side Of Rjver - |oading/unloading point (b)

Gravel Pull-off Azea - north of river crossing at intersection of
ferry access road and winter ice bridge access road (c)

(bservati ons and Comment s:

SQ”th Side - needs sonet hi ng for visiters to do while they wait
for the ferry; provide an orientation map to describe upcomni ng
sites and encourage use of tourist centre (c) on north side

- North Side - no devel opment needed

Gravel Pull-off Arez - develop tourist information centre to
provide information and panmphlets on attractions along H ghway
#3; nove “A-frame” Kkiosk from Fort Providence to this site to
encourage nore people to visit Fort Providence; Marine
Qperations (Russ Wggs) and H ghway Maintenance (Gary Hoffman),
both will allow the booth to be moved to the suggested

| ocation) (6)

a sign should be posted that includes tte history cf the river
and stories/facts about the ferries (e.g. how nuch they draw,
wei ght carried, sonething about the martens that nest every
year cn the ferry) and information directing people back tc

Dory Point if they wiss a ferry (for washroons, etc.)
informaticn could be provided to describe the ice bridge

Existing Facilities:

South Side
regul atory signage
overhead |ighting
protection berm
winter ferry storage Skid
- 1 garbage can

X Sid
regul atory signage
- 1 garbage can

Cravel Pull-off Area
level gravel pad




rerry CROSSING ( con-t)

Concept Recommendati ons:

South Side - provide an information sign describin, H ghway #3
attractions and in particular, Fort Providence attractions;
provi de an adjacent parking area and berm (east side)

North Side - no upgrading required

Pull- A
upgrade to mgjor tourist information centre
regrade gravel parking area to acconmpdate five stalls and
trailer parking
rel ocate existing Fort Providence “A-frame” tourist booth to
this site

Upgraded Items and Preliminary Cost Estimate:

Site Signage (Signs #7, 8, 9) $ 7,000.00
Vehicle Control Barriers 1, 000. 00
Regravel / Regrade Parking Area 10, 000. 00
- Relocate existing “A-frame” 500.00

$ 18,500.00

Devel opnent Priority: Hi gh
Service Priority: Hi gh
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Site Name: FORT PROVIDENCE TERRI TORI AL Site Nunber: 4

CAMPCGROUND

Kilometre Point: 30.5 km
Type of Site: Park Site

Site Description:

located 2 km south of Fort Providence (5)

wel | mai nt ai ned canpground (5)

used for fishing, canping, picnicking, visiting Fort Providence

(3)

2 loops with pul |l -through crescent-type sites (2)

road to parking lot and toilets is accessed fromback 01' the
arger |oop (2)

dunpi ng station and drinking water near park entrance (2)

bservations and Conments:

not heavily utilized, canpsites in smaller |oop are overgrown
(2, 5)

shelters and toilets in good repair but not well situated (2)

users prefer ground fires to pedestal stoves (2)

signage on site is very confusing (2, 5)

nost popul ar canpsites are close to the river bank (5)

pl ayground equi pnent could be provided, but should not be high
priority as the mosquitos would |ikely discourage nost Kkids

(6)

a shower facility could be provided, but only for |ong range
(five years) as it would require full-tinme supervision (6)
some brush should be cleared so there are better views of the
river (6)

access to the river could be inproved by installing a stairway
that can be pulled up in the spring during high waters (6)

anot her wood conpound is needed (6)

provi de a proper boat |aunch bel ow the church (6)

Existing Facilities:

35 canpsites 1 water conpound

1 kitchen shelter 1 wood conpound

8 toilets 1 garbage compound

25 tables t el ephone (1 mile away)
28 garbage cans 3800 ft. roadway

24 fireplaces 3200 ft*parking area

group canp area sewvage dunp
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FORT PROVI DENCE TERRI TORI AL CAMPGROUND ( con “t)

Concept Reconmendati ons:

maintain the larger canpsite loop of 20 sites only; close off
the smaller loop to overflow use only and control access by a
gate and padl ock (2, 5)

install control barriers tolimt present vehicle short

cutting

install new site identification and directional signage at Fort
Provi dence/ Hi ghway #3 intersection

provi de upgraded concrete picnic tables and culvert-type fire
rings

Upgraded Itens and Prelininary Cost Estimate:

- Site Signage (sSign #13) $ 500.00
- Upgraded Concrete Picni¢ Tables/
Culvert Fire Rings 20, 000. 00
Vehicle Control Barriers 1,500.00
-Access Control Gate 1,000.00
$ 23,000.00
Devel opnent Priority: Medi um
Service Priority: Hi gh
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Site Name: FORT PROVI DENCE DAY USE AREA Site Number: 5

Kilometre Point: 30.5 km
Type of Site: Potential Opportunity

Site Description:

- area between canpground and the town, beside the river (5)

exi sting viewpoi nt above the governnent dock affords good views
of the river, the town and the church (5)

there is an existing ‘A-frame” tourist information kiosk across
fromthe R.C.M.P. building (5)

Observations and Comments:

- good potential as a day use area if tables and other facilities
are added (5)

- tourist information centre is not well used (5)
day use area could include area from the canmpground up to the
governnent dock site as part of a top-of-bank devel opnent (5)

Existing Facilities:

Existine Viewpoi
- government dock and gravel access road
top of bank gravel turnaround roadway

- Historic Sites and Mnunents plaque - “Discovery of the
Mackenzie River”

- 1 garbage can
short walk to original mssionary church

Tourist Information Kiosk
"A-frame" wood teepee
- 2 picnic tables
identification signage
- 1 garbage can

Concept Reconmendati ons:

upgrade area around the government dock to a day use area to
conpl enent the dock

move tourist information kiosk to north ferry site (Site #3c)
- provide sign about road into Horn Pl ateau area

Upgraded Itenms and Prelinminary Cost Estinate:

Interpretation Signage S 800. 00
Upgraded Concrete Picnic Tables
and Benches 2,000.00
Vehicle Control Barriers _1.000.00
$ 3,800. 00
Devel opnent Priority: Low

Service Priority: Low
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Site Rame: PULL-CFF AREA Site Rumber: 6

Xilometre Point: 67.5 km
Type of Site: Pul | -of f

Site Description:

- pull-off area surrounded by a mature jack pine stand (5)

Observations and Comments:

- good area to identify and explain the bison sanctuary on the
east side of the highway

Existing Facilities:

- 2 garbage cans
typical gravel pull-cff

Concept Recommendations:

- provide general information about the bison sanctuary and
| ocation of mmjor rest stop at Caen Lake
- don”t repeat stories given at the Caen Lake site
Upgraded Itenms and Prelimnary Cost Estimate:
- Sit,Exhibit Signage (Sign #16) $ 1,000.00

Devel opnent  Priority: Low
Service Priority: Low
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Site Name: roresTRY CL EARI NG Site Rumber: 7

Kilometre Point: 86.5 km
Type of Site: Potential Opportunity

Site Description:

two cleared areas on top of knoll adjacent to Caen Lake (south
si de of highway) (6)

- one-way access road (6)
used by forestry for helicopter refueling site and a forest

fire observation tower is to be constructed on the site in the
future (6)

(bservati ons and Conments:

- given the site-s proximty to Caen Lake and the possibility of
a tower being constructed, there is potential for excellent
views of the surrounding area (12 mile vi ew shed) (6)

- Forestry indicates willingness to allow controlled public
access to the site (6)

- opportunity for travelers to get off the roadway (6)
Existing Facilities:
two large clearings and a sinple one-way access road

Concept Reconmendati ons:

- pursue a joint venture with Forestry to devel op the Site to a
day use area, including a parking area, site identification and
exhibit signage, and a short trail to the fire tower
a second, larger trail could be developed to link this site
with the Karl Delta site approximtely 2 km away

controls to the helicopter site and fuel storage area wll tve
required

Upgraded Itens and Prelimnary Cost Estinate:

- Site ldentification/Exhibit $ 2,000.00
Signage (Sign #18)

- Concrete Picnic Tables 1,500.00

Vehicle Control Barriers 2,000.00

- Trail Devel opnent 1,000.00

- Gravel Parking Pad __5.000.00

s 11, 500. 00

Devel opnent Priority: Mediur

Service Priority: Mediurw
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Site Name: MARL DELTA Site Nunber: 8
Kilometre Point: 99 km
Type of Site: Potential Site - Preovicusly ldentified

Site Descripti,,

- large marl delta created by tributary streamentering Caen Lake
(1)

- gravel access znd turnaround area off of Hi ghway #3 (5)

- water filled borrow pit (5)

Observations and Comments:

a large number of bison tracks and droppings indicate this is a
good area for more information cn the bison, as well as for
possi bly seeing them

good potential for a picnic area

nice view of open area after being "emclosed" in the hLizh
corridor

good area for a short hiking trail in con-junction with a rest
stop

area being inpacted heavily by ATV use and hunters (spent
shells); need for immediate environnental control

the Band Econoni ¢ Devel opment Committee in Fort Providence is
sponsoring a feasibility study on the possible uses ¢f the
Biscn Sanctuary (e.g. guided tours, harvesting buffalo) (6)

a coffee shop could be provided midway between Provi dence and
Rae, possibly at an interpretaticn centre fcr the Bison
Sanctuary (6)

an observation platform could be built for better views cf the
buff zlc iz the area (6) . . o
an access permit from . . . | .MM LwillbeTequiredif the siteis
devel oped (6)

the linear beach strands coulc tie in with the geology theme at
Caen Lake (6)

the "new grasslends" story could be included for interpretaticn
at this site (6)

Existing Facilities:
gravel access road to old borrow site

Concept Reconmendat i ons:

provi de immediate control by restricting access off Highway #2
with a locked gate until internal controls are constructed
upgrade to ma‘or dzy use area (zinimum ¢f three picnic sites
and a parking srea’

provide information on the bison and the marl deposit
formation
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MARL DELTA , CAEN LAKE ( Con " t)

create a short hiking loop trail to the depesit and through the
area with interprc

prcetive cignage on naturzl history and the bison
sanctuary (possible need TOr boar dwal k and bri dges)

- provide control barriers to restrict
grassl ands and marl deposits
construct an observation platformfor wildlife view ng

- link Marl Delta site to Forestry Clearing with a trail

access to sensitive

Upgraded Items and Preliminary Cost Estimate:

- Access Control Gate $ 1,000.00
-Site Signage (Signs //19-21) 3,000.00
- Upgraded Concrete Picnic Tables 5,000.00
- Vehicle Control Barriers 2,000.00

Trail Pevelopment €,000.C0
- Regravel / Regrade Parking Area 5,0CC.00

- Construct Qbservation Platform 5,000 .00
$27,000.00

Devel opnment Priority: H gh
Service Priority: High
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Site Hame: TELEPHORE POSTS/MICRCWAVE TOWERS Site Number: 9

R ~gmetre Point: %4 .0 ka
Type cf Site: Potential Site - Previously ldentified

Site Pescription:

area beside the highway showi ng the old tel ephone poles (lirnes
remeved) and the new microwave towers (1, &4, 5)

(bservati ons and Comment s:

good place to describe the change tc the new technolegy of
wicrowave towers instead of tel ephone lines

- ¢ld telephone posts (mo lines), new microwave towers
Concept Recommendat i ons:

- develop interpretive site with z sign and pull-cff area for the
ticrowave towers and tel ephone poles; | ocate nezr cr at
microwave tover ctation Site

"low priority for devel opnent

Upgraded |l tens and Prelimnary Cost Estinate:

Site Fxhibit Sigmage $ 1,000.00
Vehicle Control Earriers 500.00
Gravel Pull-Cff Area 2.000.00
$ 3,500.00
Develcpment Pricrity: Low

Service Priority: Low
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Site Hame: JACKFISH LAKE Site Number: 10

Kilometre Point: 103 km
Type of Site: Potential Opportunity

Site Description:

small lake with one-way dirt access road (south side of
hi ghway) (6)

Observations and Comments:

- Fort Providence Council suggested site is well used by Iocal
peopl e because of the sandy shoreline (6)
- deep lake with clear water and sandy beaches, area is suitable
for camping (6)
Existing Facilities:
none

Concept Reconmmendati ons:

future study required

upgrade to a day use area by providing an access road, vehicle
centrol, piczic tables and Site identification signage

Upgraded Itenms and Prelimnary Cost Estinmate:

- Site Signage $  500.00
- Concrete Picnic Tables 1,000.00
Vehicle Control Barriers 2,000.00
G avel Road and Parking Pad _ 5,060.G0
$ 8,500.00
Devel opnent Priority: Low

Service Priority: Low
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Site Name: CHAR LAKE Stehuma:11
Kilometre Point: 120.5 km
Type of Site: Park Site

Site Description:

- picnic area with a large gravel parking lot |ocated between the
hi ghway and a snmall |ake (2)

-day use/rest area (3, 4)

- boat launch, water punp site (5)
adj acent t o0 a highway pull-off

-l

Obeervations and Comments:

site identification sign (black on dark brown) is difficult to
read

- very low level of naintenance (2, 5)

- good location for a lunchtinme stopover area

- lake may have snml| boating opportunities

- drai nage probl ens on existing gravel pad

toilets separated from gravel parking area by a deep drai nage
swale

Exi sting Facilities:

5picnic sites (approx) 1 pedestal fireplace

1 kitchen shelter 1 stone fire pit

3 toilets 1 wood conpound

4 tables (2 concrete, 2 wood) 30,000 £t2 parking area
3 garbage cans 50 ft. roadway

Concept Recommendati ons

i nprove overall site nmintenance

regravel and regrade parking pad to inprove drainage wth
gravel from the adjacent pull-off

relocate pit privies to west side of parking pad

install vehicle control barriers

separate water truck access/boat |aunch from picnic area
upgrade site identification signage for boat |aunch and gpicnic
site

rehabilitate/reseed disturbed area north of parking pad
install a water well and hand tump

Upgraded Itens and Prelimnary Cost Estinate:

- Water Well and Hand Punp S 20,000.(10
_Site Signage (Sign #25) 500.00
- Vehicle Control Barriers 2,000.00
Regravel / Regrade Parking Area 3,000.00
Rel ocate Existing Privies 800.00
Rehabilitate Disturbed Areas ___1,500.00

$ 27,800.00

Devel opment Priority: Hieh
Service Priority: Fig h
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Site Name: puLL-orF AREA Site Nunber: 12
Kilometre Point: 121.0 km
Type of Site: Pul | - of f

Site Description:

- pull-off area on hill north of Chan Lake (5)
- good view back towards tke lake

Observations and Comments:
no need to upgrade given proxinmty to Chan Lake day use area
Existing Facilities:

- 2 garbage cans
typi cal gravel pull-off

Concept Recommendations:
no need to upgrade, except possibly to add a small infornation
sign identifying upcom ng opportunities for stopovers (both
directions)
Upgraded Itens and Prelinminary Cost Estinate:
- Site Signage (Sign we s500.00

Devel opnment Priority: Low
Service Priority: Low
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Site MName: NEW GRASSLAND Site Nunber: 13

Kilometre Point: 155.5 km
Type of Site: Potentizl Cpportunity

Site Description:

- grassland area on east side of road (5)

bservations and Conmments:

possi bl e opportunist;” totell the story of the bison sanctuary

and the &wilua™ 0 ncturcl! history

Ixisting Facilities:
no facilities
Concept Recommendaticns:
identify and describe the grasslands in a highway brochure

identify this site’s location at the next closest highway pull-
off (both directions)

sossible longer range development of site (if it is unique in
t he region)
- low development priority

Development Priority: Lew
Service Priority: Low
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Site Hame: PULL-CFFT ARZA Site Fumber: 14
Rilometre Poirt: 140.5 ko
Type of Site: Pell -c £ f

Site Description:

- pull-off area on side of read (5)

(bservati ons and Conments:

~ good place for basic informaticn cignage: where you are,
wvhat”s ccming up, etc. (see previcus site)

Existing Facilities:

- 2 garbage cans
- typical gravel pull-cff :zrea

Concept Reconmendati ons:
add basic information signage
Upgraded Items and Preliminary Cost Estimate:
Site Signage (Sign #31) $ s00.00

Development Pricrity: Lew
Service Priority: Low
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Site Name: MATURE JACK PI NE STAND Site Nunber: ].ES

Kilometre Point: 175.0 k=
Type of Site: Potential Site - Previously Identificd

Site Description:

- large mature jack pine stand odjecars to highway (1)
area is now burned out and has sone regenerated growth (4, £)

observations and Comments:

story cf the area and regeneration procceses could be tcld in a
brochure
- does not need & stopover area

Exi sting Facilities:
no facilities
Concept Reconmendati ons:
story of 1

A 3 em o hewmnabeo ama
£ arca “anlauddad, 1D 2 brinu re

Pevelopment Priority: Low
Service Priority: Low




- 76 -

175. 0 km
Site #15

MATURE JACK
PI:NE STAND



Site Name: DRY LAKE Site Eumber: 16
Kilometre Point:
Type of Site: Potential Opportunity

Site Description:

- large dry lake bed on south side of highway (6)
- 2 nmiles north of the Lac la Martre Road (6)

(bservati ons and Coment s:

mentionad g5 a favorite recreaticnal areafor lccal residents
from Rae and Edzo (6)

cpen arez allows wind to reduce nosquito numbers (6)
used by residents as a | ookout for =mocse and caribou (6)

Exi sting Facilities:
- no facilities

Concept Reconmendati ons:

- possible future day use area
morc study of area and access is required

Devel opnent Priority: Low
Service Priority: Lew




Site Name: OLD AIRPORT Site Number: 17

Kilometre Poi nt:
Type of Site: Potential Opportunity

Site Description:
- abandoned airstrip adjacent to north side of highway (6)
Observations and Conments:
nmentioned as a possible interpretive site (6}
Existing Facilities
no facilities
Concept Recommendati ons:

- describe site in highway brochure
- possible long termsigning of site

Devel opnent Priority: Low
Service Priority: Low
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Site Nane: GYPSUM QUTCROP Site Nunber: 18
Kilometre Point: 212.5 km
Type of Site: Potential Site - Previously ldentified

Site Description:

- bedrock deposits of gypsum unearthed during borrow pit
construction (1, 5)

(bservati ons and Coment s:

area of interest to geologists and rock collectors (1, 5)
close to the Rae-Edzo corridor attractions

there are a nunber of outcropping of gypsum which are not
unique, nor is there any special crystallization (6)
Existing Facilities:

no facilities

Concept Recommendations:

include in a brochure as a point of interest (include exact
kilometre readi ng)

Devel opnent Priority: Low
Sexrvice Priority: Low




212.5 km
Site #18

GYPSUM QUTCRO:




Site Name: SPRIXG Site Purber: 19

RKilometre Point: 221.1 %k
Tyre of Site: Pcotential Cpreortunity

Site Description:

smal | stream bed emerging froma grove of trees on the south
side of the highway (6)

(bservati ons and Comment s:

the spring enpties into Mosquito Lake and is used frequently by
Rae residents as a water source (6)

water quality should be tested before sigring or advertising
the site
Exi sting Facilities:
- no facilities
Concept Recommendati ons:
possi bl e signing of site or inclusion iz highway brechure

Devel opnent Priority: Medi um
Service Priority: Medi um




Site Naze: PULL-OFF AREA Site Numb er: 20

Kilometre Point: 224.0 km
Tyre of Site: Pul | -of f

Site Description:

- pull-off area on side of highway (5)
- burned areas adjacent to the site (5)

Observations and Conments:

good site for information signage about the |andscape changes
along the highway: boreal forest to Canadian Sheild | andscape
additicnal information could be provided or, adjacent fercst
fire damage and regrowth

Existing Facilities:

- 3 garbage cans
typi cal gravel pull-off arez

Concept Reconmendati ons:

- provide interpretive signage about the |andscape changes, and
fire damage and revegetation in the area

Upgraded Itens and Prelimnary Cost Estimate
Site Exhibit Signage (Sign #34) $ 1,500.00

Devel opment Priority: Medivm
Service Pricrity: Medium
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Site Name: MOSQUI TO CREEK Site Mumber: 21
Kilometre Point: 226.0 km

Type of Site: Potential Opportunity

Site Description:

- small creek running perpendicular to highway (1)

- avariety of wildlife and vegetation can be seen in zrea (4)
not an outstanding "scenic" area (1)

- abandoned borrow pit south of highway (5)

- actual use area has an upper and |ower site (5)

- severe erosion problemson!|ower site access road (5)

bservati ons and Comments:

area is an inportant part of the |local ecconomy: muskrat
trappi ng, pickerel fishing and hunting

need for parking facilities during peak periods of use by |ocal
fishermen during pickerel run each May

creek eventually enters |ake near North Arm canpground
change name to Pickerel Creek because "mosquitc" is net
encouraging for tourists (6)

replacing this park with a large park from North Arm to
Mosquito Creek could be considered, with trails joining the
areas (6)

could provide interpretation on the beaver dams in the area
6

t(ﬂ'o)squito Lake could al so be included in the park (there are
whitefish and jackfish in the lake); a road into a nearby
gravel pit gives access to the lake area (6)

Mosquite Creek may be closed in the future cr seme strict
regulations enforced to limit catches con the spring run;

t heref ore devel opnent of this area should not be a high
priority (6)

Existing Facilities:

4 wood picnic tzbles nunmerous ground fires
1 garbage compound 1 wocd bench
3 garbage cans

Concept Recomendati ons:

change name of area

formally establish site as a day use area (upper site only)
close off lower area with vehicle control barriers along the
top O the btank; rehabilitate eroded roadway
rehabilitate/reseed zbandcned borrow pit

provide site identification signage
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MOSQUI TO CREEX (con “t)

Upgraded Items gnd Prelimnary Cost Estimate:

-Site Signage (Sign #36) $ 500.00
- Upgraded Concrete Picnic Tables/
Cul vert Fire Rings 5,000.00
-Vehicle Control Barriers 4,000.00
Rehabi | i tati on/ Reseedi ng 1 .00

$10,500.00

Devel opnent Priority: Low
Service Priority: Low




- 86 - /'
v o VEGETATION o
: /;(ﬁ MéHRa?;EA% YELLOWKNIFE
' e STE REHABTATION
S CAMPING
STEEP SL.OPES

existing

1:2000
01025 50 OO m
OoOorC—c —

mosquito
creek 21




& BOGT!N%:EE&EW‘ON TO
¢ PicNIC YELLOWKNIFE
R{——— WPEHROOMS
e STE REHABLTATION
N AN '
STEEP AAOPES

P, caNacE

gAS
' 4“".“\ REMNABILITATE

BORROW S\TE

; a‘%
(3
AZSVN=N
SEA
"‘".‘1%‘\
\ G Wy

\WNoTALL TIMBER. BARKE
RalLUING

RELRALDE omd REHAEILIT
EXISTING ROADWAY TO &F

AU ESAs PAD FOR. WAL
ACNIC o\TE

S
V2
?g. _—
=

C

concept pla

1’2000
01025 50 10(
| |

mosquito
creek

N




- 88 -

226.0 km
| Site #21 MOSQUI TO CREE
| (con t)
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Site Name: VIEWPOIRT Site Nunber: 22

Kilometre Point: 227.5 km
Type of Site: Potential OCpportunity

Site Description:

cctential Vi ewpoi nt looking across the road and out over the

nerth arm of the Great Slave Lake (first good opportunity to
see thke lzke frem the road) (5)

Qbservations and Conments:
- good view of the |ake
Existing Facilities:
no facilities (abandoned borrow pit site)
Concept Recommendations:

- develop parking area for five cars
- provide orientation map on the impertance of the changing
| andscape and viewpoint relationship to North Arm
- develop a small trail to a viewoint (maxi mum 50w)
provide site identification signage
investigate feasibility of trail link to micrcwave tower hill
viewpoi nt and North Arm Park

Upgraded Itenms and Prelimnary Cost Estimate:

- Site Signage (Sign #38) $ 500.00
- Trzil Devel opment 500.00
- Grzvel/Grade Parking Arez 4, 000. 00
- Orientation Map 2. 000,00
$ 7,000.0(!
Devel opnent Priority: B h

Service Priority: Yediunm
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Site Nane: NORTH ARM TERRI TORI AL PARK . Site Number: 23

Kilometre Point: 231.0 km
Type of Site: Park Site

Site Description:

narrow strip of land |ocated between the highway and G eat

Sl ave Lake (2)

used for boating, swi nming, fishing, hiking and picnicking (3)
i ncludes a major campsite area (5)

Observations and Comrents:

first chance to approach the |ake after seeing it from previous

site
potential for trail development to north side of highway and
m crowave tower hill overlooking |ake

good breeze, good nuintenance, well utilized

could reroute entrance road to create additional canpsites
best site location and potential of any canpground al ong

H ghway #3

site could be closed in about five years and replaced with a
| arger park (6)

boat launch is used in the spring when people canp at the

pi ckerel run; problemw th shallow water in the fall -
extending the spit is possible, but the cost is not warranted
at this time (6)

small cabin on south side of park built in 1950s bv Rae
Hudson-s Bay manager (6)

many nuskrat nounds are found just to the north of the park;
they have interpretation possibilities (6)

Existing Facilities:

6 picnic sites 5 firepl aces

1 kitchen shelter 500 #. roadwav

2 toilets 13,500 ft’parking area
7 tables 1 wood conpound

7 garbage cans 5.18 hectares

sand beach boat | aunch

Concept Recomendati ons:

upgrade entire area to a major park site along Highway #3
bet ween Mosauitc Creek and the present park site

further studvis required to establish extent of park
devel opment and crogram for facilities

Devel opnent Priority: Hieh
Service Priority: Medium
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Site Nane: GYPSUM QUTCROP Site Nunber: 18
Kilometre Point: 212.5 km
Type of Site: Potential Site - Previously ldentified

Site Description:

- bedrock deposits of gypsum unearthed during borrow pit
construction (1, 5)

(bservati ons and Coment s:

area of interest to geologists and rock collectors (1, 5)
close to the Rae-Edzo corridor attractions

there are a nunber of outcropping of gypsum which are not
unique, nor is there any special crystallization (6)
Existing Facilities:

no facilities

Concept Recommendations:

include in a brochure as a point of interest (include exact
kilometre readi ng)

Devel opnent Priority: Low
Sexrvice Priority: Low




212.5 km
Site #18

GYPSUM QUTCRO:




Site Name: SPRIXG Site Purber: 19

RKilometre Point: 221.1 %k
Tyre of Site: Pcotential Cpreortunity

Site Description:

smal | stream bed emerging froma grove of trees on the south
side of the highway (6)

(bservati ons and Comment s:

the spring enpties into Mosquito Lake and is used frequently by
Rae residents as a water source (6)

water quality should be tested before sigring or advertising
the site
Exi sting Facilities:
- no facilities
Concept Recommendati ons:
possi bl e signing of site or inclusion iz highway brechure

Devel opnent Priority: Medi um
Service Priority: Medi um




Site Naze: PULL-OFF AREA Site Numb er: 20

Kilometre Point: 224.0 km
Tyre of Site: Pul | -of f

Site Description:

- pull-off area on side of highway (5)
- burned areas adjacent to the site (5)

Observations and Conments:

good site for information signage about the |andscape changes
along the highway: boreal forest to Canadian Sheild | andscape
additicnal information could be provided or, adjacent fercst
fire damage and regrowth

Existing Facilities:

- 3 garbage cans
typi cal gravel pull-off arez

Concept Reconmendati ons:

- provide interpretive signage about the |andscape changes, and
fire damage and revegetation in the area

Upgraded Itens and Prelimnary Cost Estimate
Site Exhibit Signage (Sign #34) $ 1,500.00

Devel opment Priority: Medivm
Service Pricrity: Medium
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Site Name: MOSQUI TO CREEK Site Mumber: 21
Kilometre Point: 226.0 km

Type of Site: Potential Opportunity

Site Description:

- small creek running perpendicular to highway (1)

- avariety of wildlife and vegetation can be seen in zrea (4)
not an outstanding "scenic" area (1)

- abandoned borrow pit south of highway (5)

- actual use area has an upper and |ower site (5)

- severe erosion problemson!|ower site access road (5)

bservati ons and Comments:

area is an inportant part of the |local ecconomy: muskrat
trappi ng, pickerel fishing and hunting

need for parking facilities during peak periods of use by |ocal
fishermen during pickerel run each May

creek eventually enters |ake near North Arm canpground
change name to Pickerel Creek because "mosquitc" is net
encouraging for tourists (6)

replacing this park with a large park from North Arm to
Mosquito Creek could be considered, with trails joining the
areas (6)

could provide interpretation on the beaver dams in the area
6

t(ﬂ'o)squito Lake could al so be included in the park (there are
whitefish and jackfish in the lake); a road into a nearby
gravel pit gives access to the lake area (6)

Mosquite Creek may be closed in the future cr seme strict
regulations enforced to limit catches con the spring run;

t heref ore devel opnent of this area should not be a high
priority (6)

Existing Facilities:

4 wood picnic tzbles nunmerous ground fires
1 garbage compound 1 wocd bench
3 garbage cans

Concept Recomendati ons:

change name of area

formally establish site as a day use area (upper site only)
close off lower area with vehicle control barriers along the
top O the btank; rehabilitate eroded roadway
rehabilitate/reseed zbandcned borrow pit

provide site identification signage
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MOSQUI TO CREEX (con “t)

Upgraded Items gnd Prelimnary Cost Estimate:

-Site Signage (Sign #36) $ 500.00
- Upgraded Concrete Picnic Tables/
Cul vert Fire Rings 5,000.00
-Vehicle Control Barriers 4,000.00
Rehabi | i tati on/ Reseedi ng 1 .00

$10,500.00

Devel opnent Priority: Low
Service Priority: Low
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226.0 km
| Site #21 MOSQUI TO CREE
| (con t)
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Site Name: VIEWPOIRT Site Nunber: 22

Kilometre Point: 227.5 km
Type of Site: Potential OCpportunity

Site Description:

cctential Vi ewpoi nt looking across the road and out over the

nerth arm of the Great Slave Lake (first good opportunity to
see thke lzke frem the road) (5)

Qbservations and Conments:
- good view of the |ake
Existing Facilities:
no facilities (abandoned borrow pit site)
Concept Recommendations:

- develop parking area for five cars
- provide orientation map on the impertance of the changing
| andscape and viewpoint relationship to North Arm
- develop a small trail to a viewoint (maxi mum 50w)
provide site identification signage
investigate feasibility of trail link to micrcwave tower hill
viewpoi nt and North Arm Park

Upgraded Itenms and Prelimnary Cost Estimate:

- Site Signage (Sign #38) $ 500.00
- Trzil Devel opment 500.00
- Grzvel/Grade Parking Arez 4, 000. 00
- Orientation Map 2. 000,00
$ 7,000.0(!
Devel opnent Priority: B h

Service Priority: Yediunm
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Site Nane: NORTH ARM TERRI TORI AL PARK . Site Number: 23

Kilometre Point: 231.0 km
Type of Site: Park Site

Site Description:

narrow strip of land |ocated between the highway and G eat

Sl ave Lake (2)

used for boating, swi nming, fishing, hiking and picnicking (3)
i ncludes a major campsite area (5)

Observations and Comrents:

first chance to approach the |ake after seeing it from previous

site
potential for trail development to north side of highway and
m crowave tower hill overlooking |ake

good breeze, good nuintenance, well utilized

could reroute entrance road to create additional canpsites
best site location and potential of any canpground al ong

H ghway #3

site could be closed in about five years and replaced with a
| arger park (6)

boat launch is used in the spring when people canp at the

pi ckerel run; problemw th shallow water in the fall -
extending the spit is possible, but the cost is not warranted
at this time (6)

small cabin on south side of park built in 1950s bv Rae
Hudson-s Bay manager (6)

many nuskrat nounds are found just to the north of the park;
they have interpretation possibilities (6)

Existing Facilities:

6 picnic sites 5 firepl aces

1 kitchen shelter 500 #. roadwav

2 toilets 13,500 ft’parking area
7 tables 1 wood conpound

7 garbage cans 5.18 hectares

sand beach boat | aunch

Concept Recomendati ons:

upgrade entire area to a major park site along Highway #3
bet ween Mosauitc Creek and the present park site

further studvis required to establish extent of park
devel opment and crogram for facilities

Devel opnent Priority: Hieh
Service Priority: Medium
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site Name: EDZO TERRI TORI AL PARK Site Nunber: 24

Kilometre Point: 238.5 km
Type of Site: Park Site

Site Description:

- 1.4 hectare park within Rae-Edzo (3)
one canpground |oop with ten spur-type sites (2)

Ghservations and Comments:

not well utilized, overgrecwn, POOr maintenance, POOr signage,
and poor location well off Bighway #3

Existing Facilities:

10 canpsites t el ephone

2 toilets 1500 ft. roadway

5 tables 1200 ft*parking area
5 garbage cans 1 wood conpound
lo-firepl aces boat |aunch

Concept Reconmendati ons:

remove this park site fromthe system and reuse existing
furnishings for upgrading other sites in the system
downgrade site to simple boat |aunch access and two picnic
sites for use by local residents

Devel opnent Priority: Low
Service Priority: Low
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Site Name: FRANK CHANNEL Site Nunber: 25
Kilometre Point: 242.0 km
Type of Site: Fotential @pportunity

Site Description:

“channel” of water flowing southeast under bridge to the north
armof the Geat Slave Lake (5)

on the left of the road before the bridge (driving from Edzo to
Rae) is a chartered float plane base

on the right of the road before the bridge (driving from Edzo
to Rae) are sone fishing shacks, |ow shrub growth and rock

out crops
on the left of the road after tke bridge (driving from Edzo to
Rae) is an area used by the Frank Channel Forest Station

on the right of the road after the bridge (driving from Edzo to
Rae) is an area used as a gravel source

Gbservations and Comments:

the side of the road before the bridge (driving from Edzo to
Rae) has the best site devel opment potenti al

the site on the right of the road before the bridge coulé be
devel oped into a small day use area, and possibly include a
boat launch (1, 5)

the bridge and channel are a major |andmark along H ghway #3,
compel ling nost visitors to stop and | ook

Existing Facilities:
see site description

Concept Recommendat i ons:

devel op a roadside pull-off on the south sice of the highway,
before the bridge; include visitor irnformzticn Services/sigr.age
promoting local tourismin tlie Fze-Ldzo area (i.e. f i shin |

pl ane charters, native crafts, etc.)

install vehicle control barriers to separate pull-off from
picnic sites

Upgraded Items and Prelimnary Cost Estimate

Site Signa,.. (Sign #46) $ 2,000,120
Vehicl e Centrcl tarriers 1,000.00
Gravel/Grace Parking Pull-Cff 5. 000.00
$ 8,000.00
Devel opment Friority: High
Service Priority: Medlum
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Site Hame: RUSSELL LAKE Ste nmper: 20

Kilometre Point: Rae
Type of Site: Potential Opportunity

Site Description:

exi sting canping/day use area between a gravel pit ani Russell
Lake, just north of Rae and off the Rae access road (o)

Observations and Comments:

pl easant site with opportunities for a viewpoint and | ake
access (6)

- Rae community council has given prelininary approval t» an
ATV/bike “park” in the gravel pit area (6)

Existing Facilities:

- boat launch and dock
random canpsites

Concept Recommendations:

- further study is required for possible alternative park site to
the existing Edzo site

Devel opnent Priority: Low
Service Priority: Low




- 105 -

Site Name: STAGG RIVER Site Nunber: 27

Kilometre Point: 259.0 km
Type of Site: Potential Opportunity

Site Description

- large creek flow ng perpendicular to the highway (5)

new bridge created a waterfall, also a backwater pond area full
of lilies (5)

Observations and Comments:

opportunity for a small picnic area, and an interpretive sign
telling the story of Rae-Edzo and the natural features in the
area

- possibility of a canoe trip up Stagg River to Stagg Lake, or
down the river to the Geat Slave Lake
area is used for trapping beaver and nuskrat, and for
traditional canping (6)

- north side of site is nore inportant for devel opnent (6)
no devel opnent can be planned for at least five years; Parks
woul d have to acquire the land first (6)

Existing Facilities:

gravel roadway to water falls and fishing shack on south side
of hi ghway

Concept Recommendati ons:

upgrade site to a small day use area with two to three picnic
sites

provide site identification signage

no boat launch is necessary as use of the river is limted to

very small craft (e.g. canoes); could regrade existing
“l aunch”

Upgraded Items and Prelimnary Cost Estinate:

- Site Signage (Sign #50) $ 500.00
- Upgraded Concrete Picnic Tables 2,500. 00
- Regravel / Regrade Parking Area 1.500. 00
$ 4,500.00
Devel opnent Priority: Medium

Service Priority: Medium
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Site Name: PULL- OFF AREA Site Nunber: 28
Kilometre Point: 260.5 km
Type of Site: Pull-of f

Site Description:

- pull-off area approximately one hour from Yellowknife (5)

Chservations and Comments:

- good place to explain the Canadian Shield |andscape and provide
general information on the local geol ogy

Existing Facilities:

1 garbage can
typical gravel pull-off area

Concept Recommendati ons:

include information signage on the surrounding |andscape (i.e.
vegetation, geology, wldlife)

Upgraded itens and Prelimnary Cost Estimate:
Site Signage (Sign #51) $ 1,000.00

Devel opnent  Priority: Medium
Service Priority: Medium
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Site Name: PULL-OFF AREA Site Nunber:

Kilometre Point: 303.0 km
Type of Site: Pul I - of f

29

Site Description:

pul | -of f area approximtely 1/2 hour from Yellovknife (5)
adj acent to a marsh and m xed vegetation

Gbservations and Conments:
ad jacent to the Boundary Creek bridge and a scattered
residential building group
no significant features

Existing Facilities:

1 garbage can
typi cal gravel pull-off area

Concept Recommendati ons:

possibly add a small interpretive sign on the area s geol ogy

Upgraded Itens and Prelimnary Cost Estinate:

- Site Signage (Sign #54) $ 1,000.00
Devel opnent Priority: Low
Service Priority: Low
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Site Nane: BOUNDARY CREEK Site Nunber: 30

Kilometre Point: 308.0 km
Type of Site: Potential Opportunity

Site Description:

area was a territorial park, but all facilities have been
rermcved

Observations and Conments:
potential fishing and picnicking area
could be possible conflicts with existing adjacent |and uses;
also may conflict with Ingraham Trail opportunities

Existing Facilities:

- gravel parking area

Concept Recommendati ons:

- low priority site for future upgrading to a small day use ares,

including two tcC three picnic sites and & vehicle centrol
barrier

Upgraded Itens and Prelimnary Cost Estimate:

Site Signage (Sign #55) §  500.00
Upgraded Concrete PicnicTabl es/

Cul vert Fire Rirgs 2,000. 00
Vehi cl e Centrel Barriers 1,600.C0
Regravel/Regrade Parking Area 500.00

$ 4,000.00

Devel opment  Priority: Low
Service Priority: Low
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APPENDI X A - LI ST OF Peceie conmacren

The following individuals were contacted during this study. We would
like tothank them for their input and direction.

Ind ivjidual

Karen LeGresley
873-7906

Peter Neugebauer

Dave Lapp

Maur een Bundgzard
M ke Magean

873- 7593

Rick Camire

Larry Purcka
Larry Edgar

Fred Behrens
392- 6500

Joanne Pilkey
Pat Jocko
Tracy Hall
874-3318

Don Moir

ke St ephenson

873- 7623

Ed Hal |
Don Boxer
872-7333

Len Colesimo
873-7757

Nort hwest Tel

Position

Site Devel opment O ficer
Econom ¢ Devel oprent and Tourism G.N.W.T.

Head of Program Devel opment Branch
Touri sm and Parks, G.X.w.T.

Touri sm and Parks, G.N.W.T.

Manager
Northern Frontier Visitors Association

Busi ness Service Oficer
Econonmi ¢ Development and Tourism G.N.W.T.

Parks O ficer, Mintenance and Operations
Fort Smith Region

D.P.W.H.
Muni ci pal and Community Affairs, G.N.W.T,

Ham et Manager
Rae~Edzo

Settl ement Manager
Fort Providence

Band Manager
Fort Providence

Parks O ficer
Hay River Region

Regi onal Parks Supervi sor
Tourism and Parks, G.N.W.T.

Conservation Education Officer
Dept. of Renewabl e Resources, G.N.¥.

3

Super vi sor
Dept. of Renewabl e Resources,

[}

AT TY
.U.NoT-

Regicnal Supervisor
Dept. of Renewabl e Resources, G.N.W.T.

Supervi sor, Rescurce Development
Dept. of Renewabl e Resources, G.N.W.T,




e

appendix b




APPERDIX B - OH S| TE MEETINRGS

I. Onsite Cient Meetings

Meet ing 1: On August 7th, we met with Peter Neugebauer (head ofthe
Program and Devel opnent Branch for Tourism and Parks), Dave Lapp
(Tourism and Parks) and Maureen Bundgaard (Manager of Northern Frontier

Visitors” Association). In the discussion on the corridor approach at
the neeting, we noted that the term®“park” is a general description and

all park areas should have signs to tell users what facilities exist at
that park. It was also noted that signage is extrenmely inportant and
should place a strong enphasis on both information as well as
interpretation, stressing a functional and solid northern attitude
toward signage., A caution was also noted in our followup discussions
that an excess of signs on the highway should be avoided as they could
create a cluttered highway view. Rather, interpretive signs could be
| ocated off the highway at rest stops.

It was enphasized that the ability to create packages for future
construction is a main objective of the project. Another point was the
need to enhance services to the traveling public and make it easier

for the local people from Yellewknife and the other comunities to use
the facilities.

Conmunity input was enphasized to get a clear direction set, "omn
track," from the comunity as nobst inportant to help guide Tourism and
Parks in their future inplementation. It was al so enphasized that
Tourism and Park’s needs should be met first, and that community needs
shoul d not be confused with the needs of the highway study area; they
shoul d conpl enent each ot her.

Renewabl e Resources should be considered to enhance the bison
sanctuary. It was mentioned that Len Colosimo (Director of Field
Services for Renewable Resources) or Cathy Stephenson should be

contacted in regard to the bison reserve and possible opportunities for
interpretation.
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APPERDIX C - FOLLOM UP DI SCUSSI ONS

We communicated with G N.W. T. representatives to refine details of

interpret at ion, signage and operations and maintenance:
1. Signage and Interpretation

W di scussed signage With Dave Lapp and devel oped a systemto integrate
i nformational signage along the highway with interpretative, park and
speci al signage. Using Dave Lapp’s suggestions from his letter and our
previ ous experience with Ingraham Trail and D.P.WH., we expanded the

systemto include a full range of signs.

Regardi ng speci al signage, we tal ked with Maureen Bungaard of N.F.V.A.
She identified the need to place a tourist zone sign stating ‘Wl cone’
to the Northern Frontier Visitors Association Zone" along the highway.

The back of the sign would say "You are |eaving this zone, thank you
for visiting us."

In Maureen”s followup letter, she listed four comments and suggestions
of the N,F.V.A., Board:

a) A thene should be chosen for the highway; i.e. “Caribou H ghway or
Trail.”

h) Signage should be in keeping (shape and design) with the thenme.

¢) Zone signs should be placed north of Fort Providence.

d) Interpretive plaques should be placed at points of interest to
match the “Rivers to Reoads" brochure, as well as at existing or
new pul | -of fs.

QO her points suggested included; nore frequent garbage cans, a trail

to a | ookout panorama point, and a plaque at North Armon top of the
Nort hwest Tel hill.
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In our discussions with Cathy Stephenson and Ed Hall of Renewabl e
Resources , they identified the need for a “Welcome you are entering the

Mackenzi e Bison Sanctuary” sign at both the north and south boundaries
of the sanctuary.

The use of a special interpretiv,signage plaque or cairn was discussed
with Cathy Stephenson, Len Colosimo and Don Boxer of Renewable
Resources, G.N.W.T. In our recent discussion with Don Boxer, Regional
Supervi sor, we tal ked about the location of their proposed cairn. All
correspondence including letters and the Ten Year Managemeat Pl an,
agree with the Caen Lake site (Site Number 9 at 88.7 knm) because it
offers the best interpretive potential on the sanctuary, and is where
visitors are nore likely to see bison. However, we |earned that since
Renewabl e Resources does not have a site devel opnent budget to upgrade
the Caen Lake Site, they understandably are considering Chan Lake
Territorial Park at 120.3 km or one of the D.P.W.H. pull-off areas for
pl acement of the interpretive plague and cairn. In our discussion with
Don, he preferred the Caen Lake site, however he indicated there are
time and conmitnent constraints to place the plaque as soon as
possible. Thus, they nay have to use an existing site unless the plans
of Renewabl e Resources and the site upgrading priority of Tourism and
Parks can be coordinated to share funds to inplenment the Caen Lake site
devel opnent .

2. Operations and Maintenance

Qur followup discussions are sumarized in Section 3.0 of the report,

as part of the existing system problems and suggestions for
i nprovenent.

In our discussion with Tracy Hall, Parks Oficer in Hay R ver, she

spoke of the problens at the Dory Point, Fort Providence and Chan Lake
Territorial Park sites.

Regarding Chan Lake, she said it is hardly used and has drainage

problens due to the clay base (it also requires additional gravel). In
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addition to the bug problem Tracy said the site is too far away and
it is difficult to nmonitor its maintenance.

Regarding Dory Point, Tracy indicated that canpsites are required to
accommodat e overnight users. Miintenance of the Dory Point siteis
done by contract tender to the |lowest bidder. Tracy indicated problens
dealing with difficult contractors and preferred to see D.P.W.H. doing
t he mai ntenance instead. She indicated signage and access problens at
the park entrance, and the need for control to keep vehicles from
entering the site at the corner curve in the highway.

Tracy was happy with maintenance at Fort Providence, and indicated that
the site is well used by RVS. The second loop in the canpground is
wired for electrical hook-ups.

Overall comrents regarding operations and maintenance nade by Tracy
identified problens in nonitoring due to lack of time to police the
site and length of response time to get a private contractor to react.
She felt D.P.W.H. would get things done quicker. Additional coments
i ncluded the need for an upgradi ng budget for protection fencing and
general nmaintenance.

In our discussions with Don Moir, Regional Parks Supervisor, we
received comments on Chan Lake, North Arm Dory Point and Frank
Channel, as well as overall comments on contracted and internal
mai nt enance issues. In addition, we received witten and sketch
comrents and specific suggestions for site upgrading, which we have
integrated into our draft concept plans.

Chan lake - Access is a problemdue to steep slopes and a need for
gravel ; D.P.W.H. has created a ditch to hel p drainage; buildings get
vandal i zed and abused; the picnic shelter and wi ndows need to be fixed
each year; the stoves destroyed by vandal s need replacement; costs add
up to approximtely $1000/ year.
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North Arm - There is a need to develop a mininum of ten canpsites,
inc lud ing RV standards, back-in s ites and tent trail er sites.
Consi deration should be given to expansion on the point approximtely
1/8 mile north of the existing day use site. Longer termideas should
include phasing out the existing site in ten years to allowit to
revegetate; a new park would be in place by that time.

Upgrading at North Arm should include planting O trees to screen from

the wind, and an area with water access for local residents to go
fishing at Mosquito Creek in the spring.

The day use area at North Ann should be upgraded with gravel and a
fenced parking lot to separate cars fromwalk-in picnic sites.

The operations and parking problem at Msquito Creek in the spring
should be left as is, with the possible future addition of parking and
fencing at a pull-off along the highway, and future upgrading of trail
access to the creek for the pickerel run in the spring. Use of cans on

the road could be a tenporary technique to help keep cars from parking
in the ditch.

Dorv Point - This site is currently used as an emergency canpground
when the ferry is not operating. Upgrading is required for the
shelters. A protective fence should be added, as well as an expanded
campground area for five to ten (fifteen maxi mum RV sites.

Frank Channel - Don nentioned the intent of the community to devel op
the southeast corner of the bridge and to rehabilitate the existing
gravel pit into a major tourist site in the future. The proposal
included a restaurant bar, npotel and gas station, with access to the
channel for swimming, fishing and canoeing. There was a conflict with
motel and |iquor problens which was unacceptable to the commnity, and
also a problemof financing this size of devel opnment. \Weds in the
channel are a problemfor swimrers and recreational boaters. However,
the other sites are limted in size for developnent of a major
facility. Don conmented that use of the southwest corner of the bridge
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site for access could be a problemif developemnt occurs too close to
the bridge abutment. There is also concern regarding a conflict with
the existing residences at this site, if devel opment occurs too close
to the water.

Don"s overall comments on the operations and maintenance issues
included a discussion on options. He nentioned that D.P.W.H. is doing
a detailed study of the global issues for the past three years. He
felt the nost |ogical approach would be for Tourismand Parks to
contract D.P.W.H. to |ook after roads, buildings and all equi prent,
including  annual painting and replacenent and regular garbage
collection. This would result in a few dollars for sumrer upgrading,
and a couple of extra man-hours per week for D.P.W.H. The alternative
of a private contractor would cost nore, if the man-hour cost of a
monitoring and reporting system were included with the private contract
costs. Don felt that the alternative of contracting out operations and
mai ntenance to a comunity would be realistic for nearby sites.
Experience has shown that individual contractors, bidding at the |owest
price, are less responsible than community representatives. The
probl em sites appear to be those outside of the communities, where the
trip is too long and there are problenms of checking, nmonitoring and
reporting. These sites may be better served by addi ng an extension

scope to D.P.W.H.s existing services.
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APPENDI X D - H GHWAY DRIVING EXPERI ENCE AND OBSERVATI ONS

Starting at O km at the Highway #1 intersection, a number of
observations were noted. In order to attract tourists and nake them
aware of the opportunities along H ghway #3, the potential of better
utilizing the existing hi ghway roadside pull-off on H ghway #1, one
kilometre before the intersection with Highway #3, should be
encouraged. This pull-off would be used by tourists traveling north
from Hay River and Alberta. The addition of a nmap and information sign

at the pull-off would help attract tourists to drive H ghway #3.
Anot her inprovenment to encourage additional visitors would be the

paving of H ghway #3, at least to the ferry crossing.

The driving experience from O km through to the 20 km point is flat and

relatively straight. The highway is enclosed by trees on either side.

Approaching the 20.0 km point, the road nakes a very sharp turn to the
left (northwest), passing Dory Point Territorial Park. The first
inpression at Dory Point is a park sign and view down into the day use
area fromthe road, right at the curve of the highway. This view has
attracted nany vehicles to drive off the highway at the corner, even
t hough the entrance is 1/2 kmfurther along the road. The entrance is
not signed, and this creates the present access confusion. The Dory
Point site itself is a day use area which is signed “Territorial Park”.
In our observations, we noticed one main picnic shelter and two groups
of picnic tables and shelters (one group was being used for canping
rather than day use). W also observed out-of-country visitors fishing
just to the north of the day use area on the rocks. Qur general
i npression would be to inprove the access road and possibly add sone
camping sSites separate fromthe day use and picnicking area. Dory
Point is a very pleasant site which affords both physical and visual

access to the Mackenzie River edge, one of the unique rivers along this
route.

Leaving Dory Point and driving northwest along the road for 3 or 4 km

we noticed a nunber of abandoned buildi ngs which were presumably used
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for tourist facilities at one time. On the left hand side of the road
is the maintenance yard area for the ferry and further on a turn in the
road north to the ferry landing site. Arriving at the south shore of
t he Mackenzie River ferry site, vehicles line up waiting for the ferry,
and people step out of their cars to stretch and |ook around. There is
potential at this site for an orientation map to describe the
i nportance of the Mackenzie River, illustrate upcoming sites along the
hi ghway and provide orientation to visitors about the upcom ng drive.
The ferry affords a very exciting opportunity to get away from the dust
and the closed-view corridor of the road, as well as to view the open
space of one of the largest, nobst inportant rivers in the north

There is also an opportunity on the ferry for a tourist welcone sign
and possibly an orientation map or place to dispense pamphlets. W
felt that as the captive audience of the ferry is waiting to arrive on
the north shore, the opportunity should be used to encourage tourists
to stop at an information centre on the north shore point, after
unloading fromthe ferry. A short distance past the ferry unloadi ng
area is an opportunity for an information centre Site on an existing
gravel area. The information “A-frame” kiosk in Fort Providence could
be nmoved to this site, which would create opportunities for the native
people to give out information brochures and answer questions for
tourists. Providing an information kiosk at this site is preferable to
the existing site in the town of Fort Providence as it would be nore
likely to attract tourists and encourage themto visit the town of Fort
Provi dence, as well as nmake visitors aware of the tourist opportunities
in the area. The inportance of a site adjacent to the river for
tourists should be a high priority.

One kilometre north of the ferry is a site proposed in the Baker Report
(26.5 km) which has potential for interpreting the Muskeg area. It is
our belief that muskeg i s reasonably comon in the region and that a
site this close to the ferry landing would not necessarily attract
tourists. As well, the costs incurred to develop this site for pull-
of f space would not be warranted. Therefore, we recocmend del eting

this site frow i mediate devel opnent priority.
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Three kilonetres further along the road, there are sone existing
buil dings and the opportunity for boat ranp access off to the left.
Since there are linited opportunities along the river for boatin,
access because of the steep slopes, this is a future potential site
that may be considered for lecal boat use. It could be an alternative
to the governnment dock in the town of Fort Providence, however we feel

it may be best suited for a private devel opnent rather than a park
site.

Approximately 1 kmfromthis site is the Big River Motel and Shell
service station (Kilometre 30.0). At this point, the road turns
sharply to the northeast. The visitor’'s view before naking the turn
focuses directly on the Shell station site. It is an excellent Site
that is visually and physically accessible from the highway. The
service centre appears to be well used, particularly for gas and food.
However, there are no orientation maps or tourist brochures of any
sort at the service station or restaurant. A welcone information map
could be located near the phone or alternatively, outside the building

entrance could be coordinated with the owner.

Leaving the Big River Mtel site and traveling north along the highway
a very short distance (0.5 km, the intersection to Fort Providence is
identified with a sign. As well, a series of other signs have been put
up by the town at the intersection. These identify opportunities to
attract tourists into Fort Providence. The community should be
encouraged to pronote itself, but should be aware that additional signs
shoul d be coordinated so as to avoid nmaking the intersection toc
cluttered and confusing.

On the 6 kmroad into Fort Providence, there is an airfield entrance,
followed by the entrance to the Fort Providence Territorial Park
canpground. This canpground is a well maintained With very nice trees,
and has large pull-through canpsite | oops. Eowever, it is
underutilized for the nunber of existing sites. Maintaining one of the

two existing loops may be all that is necessary. The majority of users
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are overnight users, and in the early evenings, local residents utilize
the canpsites along the river for picnicking. However, because the
site is so high above the river and has steep, inaccessible slopes,
there is concern expressed by the community about |ack of river access.
There has al so been concern expressed about too many mosquitos on the
site becaus,of the tree enclosure. Aswell, the park does not provide
day use opportunities, nor does it afford views out over the river.
However, we were inpressed with the high level of nmintenance within

the park. Overall, the park was a very pleasant experience wth good
si gnage.

Two kilometres past Fort Providence Territorial Park on the nmain road
is the community of Fort Providence. The road has sone excellent views
to the left, across the bay of the river into the town toward the
church (a tourist attraction). There is a new tourist information "A-
frane” teepee set up in a park just opposite the R.C.M.P. building.
This site has good potential for l|ocal day use and even tourist day use
opportunities with picnic tables and a nice view of the river. In our
di scussions with the local nman handi ng out brochures, he indicated that
there are not very many tourists who came through to receive
information here, and he felt that a location out on the highway would
certainly attract nore people. Therefore, our feeling is that this
i nformation ki osk should be noved to the north ferry site where it
could be a stronger orientation point for nore tourists.

Driving further into Fort Providence, there are sonme excellent views
of the river. There have been some inprovenents along the river-s edge
for local day use opportunities, including benches and wood rails. The
road |eads to the church at the west end of town (which many tourists
phot ograph) and continues up a hill above the existing governnent dock
to a site which has two interpretive plaques: firstly, a religious
cross With a plaque that identifies the grey nun’s history in the area;
secondly, a very large rock (which has been vandalized) with a Parks
Canada plaque telling the story of the Mackenzie River; the plaque is
difficult to see. There could be good potential on this site for
further day use devel opnent for use by both tourists and residents,
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including the possibility of providing tourist boating opportunities to
conpl ement the existing government dock. The site affords an open view
to the river, and has a breeze which helps to mnimze the mosquites.
However, the stagnant water of the back channel of the river creates a

| arge bug population at the river’'s edge.

In summary, we felt that Fort Providence is a very clean and pl easant
comunity which could provide opportunities for tourists to tee the
community and utilize dayuse facilities along the river.

At this point, our drive continued back to the main highway, and then
proceeding northeast along it. A sign posted indicated 206 km to Rae-
Edzo and 306 kmto Yellowknife. A short distance beyond this is a
second sign which indicated 312 kmto next services (this distance is
past Yellowknife). The conbination of these two signs is confusing
since they do not recognize any facilities between Fort Providence and
Yellowknife. Perhaps if services could be created in the Rae-Edzo
area, they could enhance the visitor-s driving experience and become a
stronger orientation point forecononic devel opment potential, both at
Frank Channel and in the commnity of Rae.

Driving further north to Kilometre 44 at the Blue Fish River Crossing,
there is no strong interest to stop; the river is nore like a snal
creek at this point.

On the west side of the highway at Kilometre 53.0 i S a grasslands area,
identified in the Baker report. This grassland has grown over since
1966, and was extrenely difficult to find. Therefore, it should not be
a high priority for developnent at this tinme. In addition, it should
also be noted that “Rivers to Roads” brochure identifies the Mckenzie
Bi son Sanctuary at the 50 km point. In actual fact there is nothing at
the 50 km point that would visually indicate the bison on the east side
of the road as the trees forman enclosure rather than an open neadow
view.However, potential nmay exist at this point or earlier for a sign
to at least indicate that the Bison Sanctuary is in this area
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uni que opportunities that could match the expectations of tourists
traveling fromthe south to the N.W.T.

Leaving the Caen Lake area, turning right onto the main highway and
continuing north, there is a nmicrowave tower standing in the |andscape
at Kilometre 93.7. The “Rivers to Roads” brochure identifies the area
bet ween Kilometres 90 and 98 as a potential interpretive site to tell
the story of the old telephone lines in the area and the m crowave
tower which brings new communications technology to the north. The
ol der tel ephone poles, fromwhich the Iines have been renoved, are
still standing to show the contrast between the old and new
t echnol ogy.

Continuing north past Kilometre 96.4, the Baker report notes a “rabbit
browse 1line."” W found it extrenmely difficult to find this line
because of the substantial regrowth that has occurred since 1966. It
may have been obvious that snowshoe hares grazed the [ower branches of
the jack pine stands in winter 1961 and 1962, however with the
regrowh, it does not appear to be significant today.

North along the highway is Chan Lake at 120.3 km The site is
currently signed “Territorial Park Picnic Area” and includes a nice
view of the lake which is easily accessible from the highway. However,
the entrance roadway requires additional gravel to inprove its grade
and drainage. The level of maintenance on this site was very 10W
Perhaps this site is too far away from existing community areas as all
parks ia the community areas are reasonably well maintained, thereby
indicating the nore isolated sites may need special consideration.
This inplies there should be fewer sites to maintain in the outlying
areas. In sumary, Chan Lake is a pleasant site in a convenient
| ocation for a lunch tinme stopover along the drive between Fert
Provi dence and Rae-Edzo. The lake is not very large, but it may afford
smal | boating opportunities.

Leaving Chan Lake, the drive continues rorth along the highway
approximately 1 kmto an existing D.P.W.H. pull-off area at 121.0 km
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North at approximately 170 km there is another nmicrowave tower, which
rei nforces the conmuni cations technology in the north. At Kilometre
175.0, there are mature jack pines al ong the road, which are identified
inthe “Rivers to Roads” brochure as a story to be told. Continuing
along to the 180 km point up the hill fromthe jack pines, there is an
area of burned-out jack pines. Recent regenerated growh is occurring
across the landscape. The story of the jack pine cones can be told in
nore detailed in a brochure to supplenent the ‘Rivers to Roads”
brochure. We do not think a specific stopover site is necessary, but
if a stopover site was to be considered in this area, Kilometre 175
woul d be a better location. It could include a pull-off for cars and a
short walking trail to observe the mature jack pine stand.

Continuing north from Kilometre 180, the next point of interest is a
consi derabl e di stance away. There are additional burned areas along
the route at 196 to 198 km The road continues, turns to the
nort heast, and at 210.0 km the Baker report identifies a sinkhole
formation on the east side of the highway which could be an interesting
point of interest. W did not find the sinkhole, after |ooking in
several locations. However, it may be possible that the highway has
been relocated or that this area is not easily accessible from the
road. Therefore, we suggest that this point of interest be deleted
frompriority devel opnent potential at this tine.

At Kilometre 216.0, there are several pond areas, one which attracts
attention because of the white rock formations which are a gypsum
outcrop described in the Baker Report. Qur feeling is that this site
is not high priority for devel opment as a stopover as it is too close
to the Rae-Edzo corridor and Frank Channel opportunities. However, it

may be of interest to tourists and specialists interested in geol ogy,

and shoul d have a detailed assessnent done by a geologist to coment on
its significance.

Continuing the drive north past Kilometre 220, there are additiona
burned areas on the right side of the road. At 224.0 km there is

anot her D.P.W.H. pull-off area. Since this pull-off is approximtely
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two hours from Fort Providence, we believe that it has good potenti al
for signage to interpret the vegetation which has been seen along the
hi ghway (such as the jack pine regeneration), and to introduce the
upconmi ng changes in the landscape that will be occurring as the drive
proceeds from the gravel pine |andscape into the Canadi an Shield.
Thus, an orientation map showing upconing opportunities would help
pronmote parks and ecomomic devel opment opportunities for the Rae-Edzo

ar ea.

North fromthis site at Rilometre 226.0, the road dips into the
Mosquito Creek area and crosses the creek. A turnoff to the right
accesses a small day use area at Mdsquito Creek. We understand this
area is inmportant as an essential part of the local econony, including
trapping of nuskrat, fishing during pickerel runs and hunting. It is
described in the “Rivers to Roads” brochure as a perfect place for
animals to live and raise their young. W understand that during peak
periods such as the pickerel run, this site is heavily inpacted by
parked cars and the need for locals to gain access to the creek and the
north armof the Great Slave Lake. This creates traffic problens al ong
t he hi ghway. However, since the area is only used at the end of May
for a short peak period, inprovement should be a |ow priority.

Continuing along the highway from Msquito Creek to Kilometre 227.5, we
identified a potential viewpoint along the west side of the road which
has an excellent view across the road out over the north arm of the
Geat Slave Lake. This is the first opportunity the tourist has to see
the lake fromthe road. Ve would suggest developing an area for a few
parked cars and creating a viewpoint; it should include an orientation
map which would help to pronpte other opportunities in the area and
give the visitors an orientation to the inportance of the changing
| andscape as one enters the Canadi an Shield.

Continuing past the potential viewpoint site, the road drops in
elevation to Kilometre 231.0 where there is a sign for North Arm
Territorial Park. W found arrival at this park to be an exciting

opportunity for a view out onto the lake and to be able to access the
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shoreline of the lake at this point. The site itself includes a picnic
area, and we felt there is potential for additional development and
upgrading. There is potential for a hiking trail, cleaninj up the
beach, additional signage, separating the picnicking fromthe canping,
and adding additional canpsites and a boat |aunch as part of a
conpr ehensi ve upgrading program There is also the opportunist;? to link
the hiking trails to the northwest to allow hikers the opportunity to
get even higher onto the microwave tower hill adjacent to the site,
where there is a spectacular vista of the |andscape fromthe north arm
of the Great Slave Lake, right across to Marion Lake. CQur observations
of North Arm Territorial Park include: good maintenance, a nice
breeze, good access to water, mninum of mosquites, and it appears to
be very well utilized, even though people were canmping in day use
areas. The sound of the water and waves is particularly pleasant after
traveling many nmiles on a dusty road. The power of the Great Slave
Lake can be felt with strong waves and the wind at this point. It may
not be an ideal place for swiming and there could be some question on
it being a good place for a boat |aunch, but there are many ot her
opportunities. The entrance road is fairly steep and could be rerouted

to create the opportunity for additional canpsites and a separation
between the day use and canping areas.

North along the road from North Arm Territorial Park is the access road
to the Edzo canpground at Kilometre 238.5. Currently there is no sign
which identifies the canpground in Edzo. However, we did drive into
t he canmpground, and our assessnent confirnmed our previous discussions
that this site is underutilized and undesirable because of the
mosquitos. Thus it is overgrown, and should be deleted from further
devel opment. Better opportunities could be gained by focusing on the
devel opnent opportunities at North Arm and Frank Channel, rather than

t he Edzo canpground.

A short distance north of Edzo is the bridge at Frank Channel,
Kilometre 242.0. There is excellent potential for devel opment at this
site to assist in the econonic devel opment of the conmunity and create
new opportunities. On the right of the road before the bridge, there
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is potential for developing a small day use and picnic area which could
access the north arm of the Geat Slave Lake. A boat |aunch could
possibly be included. On the right of the road before crossing the
bridge is an existing opportunity for chartering float planes and
helicopters for tourists to be able to access other hunting and fishing
areas in the region. These two opportunities have the conpatible

potential of linking public and private tourist services and
facilities.

Continuing the drive north over the bridge, there are excellent views
to the right of the north armof the Great Slave Lake from the bridge
as well as to the left over Frank Channel towards Marion Lake.
On the left side of the road after the bridge is a site currently being
used by the Frank Channel Forestry Station, and on the right side of
the road after the bridge is a gravel area; these are not major tourist

attraction, and we felt the tourist would continue his drive along the
hi ghway.

A short distance past Frank Channel is a turnoff to the comunity of
Rae, with a sign indicating a 10 kmdrive. W believe there are sone
interesting opportunities in Rae for tourist attractions, including the
cafe at the Nishi-kon building and the townsite of this Dene community.
However, priority should at this tinme focus on devel opnent at Frank
Channel to encourage tourists to stop and be aware of the opportunities
in the area. At sone time in the future when Frank Channel is
devel oped and as the comunity devel ops, tourists would be attracted to

the additional opportunities provided in Rae to conplenment Frank
Channel

Continuing along the highway to Kilometre 259.0, the new bridge at
Stagg River cones into sight. Stagg River is identified for upgrading
and rehabilitation in the Baker report (1966). W noticed there were
facilities there at one point, but at present there are none since a
new bridge has been recently conpleted and changes have occurred

The existing site has a gravel access road off the highway which allows

tourists the opportunity to park in a small gravel area and get out of
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their cars and walk to the creek “s edge. The new bridge changes the
creek-s alignnent and creates a snall waterfall as well as a backwater
pond area of lilies. We felt that this site could be upgraded to a
smal| picnic area, possibly with an interpretive sign telling the story
of the original Fort Rae located on the nouth of the creek and the
north arm of the Geat Slave Lake, near the site.

Past Stagg Creek bridge at Kilometre 260.5, there is a D.P.W.H. pull-
Off. 1t has excellent potential to interpret the geology of the area
through a sign to explain the Canadian Shield |andscape found between
this location and Yellowknife. Since this highway pull-off area is
approxi mately one hour from Yellowknife, it creates one of the last

opportunities the tourist has to stop before driving into Yellowknife.

Leaving the one-hour pull-off, the drive continues on towards
Yellowknife. At Kilometre 263 the “Rivers to Roads” Dbrochure
identifies geological points of interest at several good places along
the road. Since there is no sign to tell the tourist that information,
perhaps the story can be told at the pull-off further ahead.

Continuing the final portion of the drive, the only interesting
features along the road are the rocks and geol ogy, since there are no
views of the Great Slave Lake and nost of the landscape is relatively
flat and uninteresting, with very short views into snall pond areas.
Aside fromthe potential to develop informal layby stops along the
route to take a closer look at the rocks (such as those in the
Rilometre 285-286 area), there are really no reasons to stop on the
drive from Stagg River until Kilometre 303.0, which is the pull-off
area 1/2 hour from Yellowknife. This area is within visual sight of
Boundary Creek, and adjacent to it is a marsh area with m xed
vegetation. One opportunity envisioned for this pull-off mght be a
smal | interpretive sign describing vegetation and the |andscape of the
marsh area in the Canadian Shield.

A short distance across the new Boundary Creek bridge is a small access

road to a gravel pad at Boundary Creek (Kilometre 307.8). This area
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may have potential for developnent as a local picnicking and fishing
area. However, we felt that since it is very close to the D.P.W.H.
pull-off, there could be a possible conflict with adjacent landuse
bui I di ngs, and better opportunities exist east of Yellowknife al ong the
Ingraham Trail, we did not see potential for developing this site.
Therefore, we recommend that it be deleted frompriority devel oprment.
However, possible uses could continue to be nonitored to assess future
demand for this site.

Continuing towards Yellowknife, there is a point of interest identified
inthe Baker report at Kilometre 323.0. This site includes a D.P.W.H.
site gravel operation and rock cliff, identified as Chalcopyrite rock.
D.P.W.H. has placed a bl ockade on this site, which inplies a private
area and that tourist wuse should not be encouraged. However, we
recomend that an assessnment be nade by a geologist of the interpretive
potential of the site and if potential exists, coordinate that
opportunity with D.P.W.H. for public access, possibly a sign and
parking area and maybe a trail to that area. However, our observations
and feelings are that it is not a high priority site froma tourist
point of viewas it is very close to the Yellowknife area, and nost
tourists at this point would be nore interested in their destination
point. Thus, the site”s potential as a point of interest may include
residents and visitors to Yellowknife as opposed to visitors traveling
into Yellowknife.

The drive continues past Fiddle Lake which has a horse riding area. It
should be identified in a brochure, particularly for residents and
visitors from Yellowknife on day trips. Towards Yellowknife, there are
entising views of Long Lake fromthe road. The rock forns and
| andscapes around Yellowknife are very interesting and are a wel comning
introduction to the city. These opportunities would be an attraction
that mght stinmulate interest by tourists and residents to return to
sites such as Long Lake during their stay.

The final opportunity along the highway can be seen at Fred Henne

Municipal Park. This site affords the opportunities, noted in “Rivers
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to  Roads” |, for walking an interpret ive geologica t rail and
participating in ongoing organized tours.

The final destination should be noted in a brochure, and a "Wslcome toO
Yellowknife" sign should be erected to highlight the visitor
information cabin beside City Hall, as well as to highlight tae Travel
Arctic intonation offic,in the Nova building for econom c devel opnent
and tourisminformation. These information centres provi de the visitor
with a good orientation and information on opportunities in the
Yel | owknife region, such as the Ingraham Trail, and outfitters ,
including the Northern Frontier Visitors Association and otler tour
groups.
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APPERDIX E - SITES DELETED rrom DEVELOPMENT PRI ORI TY

The sites listed in this appendi x have been del eted from devel opnment

priority for various reasons.

A description of each site and the reconmrendations for each is

i ncl uded.



Site Nane: MUSKEG

Kilometre Point: 26.5 km
Type of Site: Potential Sites - Previously ldentified

Site Description:

Muskeg - interpretation of muskeg is valid and interesting, but
given its proxinity to other attractions and since the muskeg is
surrounded by trees and bushes, this is not an appropriate
interpretive stop (1, 6)

Boat Launch - small area that could be used for a boat |aunch on
the river at 29.5 km (5)

Shel|l Service Station - existing service station and Big River
Motel on easily accessible site beside the highway at 30 km (5)

(bservati ons and Comments:

Muskeg - not really interesting as muskeg iS very common in area

(5)

Boat Launch
- banks of river are quite steep
potential area for a private boat |aunch devel opment
possible alternative to the government dock in Fort Providence

Service Station - potential for area promotional infornation

Exi sting Facilities:

no facilities at the ruskeg or boat |aunch site
there is a gas bar, restaurant and notel at the Shell Service
Station site

Concept Reconmendati ons:

- delete muskeg Site or downgrade it to low priority, given its
proxinmity to other attractions
identify boat launch with a sign and list in an area
attractions brochure to informtourists of an accessible public
l aunch site on the river
add orientation nmaps and pronotional brochures at service
station



26.5 km

MUSKEG

Muskeg Area
North of Road

Boat Launch Sit

Service Station
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Site Name: GRASSLANDS

Kilometre Point: 53.0 km
Type of Site: Potential Site - Previously Identified

Site Description:

- large area of land on west side of highway covered 80% by

various grasses and 20% by small shrubs, surrounded by snall
trees (1)

area is now very overgrown and the grassland is not obvious

(5)

(bservations and Coments:

very difficult to find due to recent roadside tree/shrub growth

(5)
Existing Facilities:
no facilities

Concept Reccomendations

- delete from devel opnent priority




53.0 km

GRASSLANDS




Site Name: BROWSE LI NE

Kilometre Poi nt: 96.5 km
Type of Site: Potential Site - Previously ldentified

Site Description

- browse line where wildlife grazed heavily on the |ower branches
of the vegetation in the winter of 1961-62 (1)

(bservati ons and Comments:

- difficult to identify because of substantial roadside regrowh
since 1961

not significant today

Exi sting Facilities:

no facilities

Concept Reconmmendati ons:

- delete from devel opment priority

g prand
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Site Name: LINEAR FEATURES

Kilometre Point: 132.0 km
Type of Site: Potential Site - Previously Identified

site Description:

series of linear beach ridges along the side of the hizhway,
covered on the crests with stands of mature jack pine rl)
- swanpy area between the ridges (1)

Observations and Comments:

not readily observable fromthe ground; needs an aeria
phot ograph or view (1)

woul d not be understood by the average traveller without a
description, possibly in a brochure (5)

Existing Facilities:

- no facilities

Concept Recommendations:

no site devel opment or signage on the highway is necessary
include a description of the linear feature in a brochure




Site Name: SI NKRCLE

Kilometre Point: 210.0 km
Type of Site: Potential Site - Previously ldentified

Site Description:

- large sinkhole filled with dark water and surrounded by w || ows
and a black spruce forest (1)

Observati ons and Comments:

could not locate the sinkhole (looked in a nunber of |ocations)

(5)

Existing Facilities:

no facilities

Concept Recommendati ons:

- delete site fromdevel opnent priority




Site Name: ROCK CLI FFS

Kilometre Point: 323.0 km
Type of Site: Potential Site - Previously ldentified

.y - —

Site Description:

- D.P.W.H. site operation rock cliff and gravel pit of
chalcopyrite rock adjacent to the highway (1, 5)

Observations and Comments:

- people driving north to Yellowknife probably woul d not stop as
this site is too close to their destination

- point of interest nore for residents and people traveling from
Yellowknife on a day trip

an assessnent done by a DIAND geol ogi st has deterniried that

these rock cliffs are not unique nor particularly interesting
for rock hounding

Existing Facilities:

- gravel access road to a controlled gravel crushirg plant

Concept Recommendati ons:

- delete as a devel opnment

itemas not unique or very interesting
for rock houndirng




- . 232.0 km

- " ROCK CLI FFS
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APPENDIX F - REVI EW COMMENTS ON DRAFT PLAN

General Comments:
- DPWH shoul d consider hydroseeding the ditches all along the route.
- Mre dust-free zones (especially at washroons).
- Selective clearing O trees for breeze or view would be good
“Keep the number of interpretive signs, pull-offs and all other man-

made inmprovenents to very few or none. The stretch of highway is
unique (i, the true sense of the word) in western Canada in that it

has very few inprovenents. Its appeal is its nothingness or
wilderness. Wth inprovenents it will be just another piece of
highway. | for one love the long uninterrupted stretches of
nothing.” This sentiment was repeated by Renewabl e Resources and
ot hers.

Si gns:

- Each sign suggested for a specific purpose (travel zones, hison

sanctuary) should be passed to the appropriate agency for
approval

“Di stance to next canpground” signs to be installed by DPWH if we so
request.

“Next 200 km - caribou crossing” (or noose or bison) signs will give
touris ts a better idea of what to look for (gane for children). Rae

residents suggest caribou crossing between Birch and Msquito
Creeks.

Renewabl e Resources would like signs marking the Bison Sanctuary at
both boundaries (not part way through, as shown on the Sign Plan).
One never actually enters the Bison Sanctuary since the western
boundary of the sanctuary follows the easterly right-of-way of the
hi ghway, so the sign should not say “Entering . . . "

- Better signage directing tourists to the information cabin in
Yellowknife i S necessary.

Exhi bit signs should be unobtrusive, i.e. not roofed kiosks, but

approxi mately wai st height signs. They can be on the edge of
existing pull-offs.

- DPWH is looking at changing the “Next Services” in Fort Providence
and Yellowknife so that Rae is not ignored. Work needs to be done

by Travel Industry Association and Tourism and Parks to determne
what level of service is required before a “service” is signed.




H ghway Thenes:

“Great Slave H ghway” was suggested, but the highway is not
particularly close to the |ake.

Denendeh Hi ghway" was approved at all communities by the majority of
participants.

A letter fromthe Mnister of ED&T to the Mnister of DPVWH

requesting a change of name of this road to Denendeh H ghway will be
required

Interpretation:

- Need an overall interpretive theme to tie everything together,

giving a framework to "hang" all information. Exhibits or panphlets
should not be isolated “events”, but should |ead to one anot her.

- Need nore cultural/historic stories and information (e.g. map
showi ng aboriginal l|ocations of Dogrib and Slavey, etc.); what is
story behind Rae Lakes; why does road wind so nuch between Rae and
Yellowknife vs. Fort Providence to Rae (geclogy, hydrology - picking
an economical route); when was road built; why no pavenent; why so
many seismc cut lines between Fort Providence and Caen Lake, and so

few el sewhere; how people (especially natives) travelled between
Fort Providence, Rae and Yellowknife before the highway was

constructed, “trail” to Lac la Martre; old airport 32 km south of
Frank Channel; how were places naned (e.g. Caen Lake, Chan Lake).

- Rae is the most northerly comunity on the highway.

- Fred Behrens said he would have a discussion about possible stories
put on the next Rae council’s agenda. He suggested they should be
able to provide us with a history of the trails around the area and
other possible stories for use in brochures, etc.

- Inspire thoughts, entice further discovery, don't just give out
facts.

- Any extra brochures should not just be a repeat of the highway signs
or the Rivers to Roads brochure; keep paper down.

Smal | ponds are inportant to breeding ducks and nuskrat; since the
ponds are nunerous and obvi ous, they should be nmentioned. There is
a study being done by Canadian Wldlife Services on the inportance
of these ponds. Contact Rick Cole (920-8532). Could be a point of
interest for birdwatchers.

- Make nmore of the river; its a very inpressive systemthat even
school children have heard about (e.g. handout at ferry or at the
t eepee).
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- NFVA would like to see a boreal forest interpretation centre.
Perhaps this could tie in with the bison sanctuary centre.

Operation and Mi nt enance:

- There is an extra hal f-person/yea, avail abl e next fiscal year;
possible for a Park Oficer Coordinator or a Park O ficer out of
Fort Providence.

Pull -Ofs (general):

Many comments from the public asked for nore outhouses at pull-
Ofs.

In conversations with Jim Richardson (Traffic Engi neer, Hay River),
DPWH is interested in developing further the standard pull-off
concept to include an outhouse, mapboard or interpretive sign

gar bage cans, and picnic tables (if desired).

Qut houses shoul d be off gravel pad by about 10m or so; sign could be
on edge of pad.

Main problem is operations and maintenance. DPWH feels that it
woul d be best if Parks contracted out the operations of facilities
at rest stops (e.g. enptying garbage containers, upkeep of
outhouses) . This type of operation is so |low on DPWH’s |ist of
priorities (conpared to grading and repairing the roads) the tasks
woul d |ikely not get done. This wll obviously require sone
negotiations re: budgets.

Wnter maintenance is a big issue. Unlike our parks, these pull-
offs are used in the winter, and we have no neans of maintaining the
pull -offs all “off-season.” Perhaps a deal can be worked out with
DPWH that Parks are responsible for operations and maintenance from
May through Septenber, and DPWH are responsible for the remainder of
the year.

Anot her option would be for Parks to take over all these pull-offs
as “Waysi de Parks."

Probably the pull-offs with interpretive signs should be the highest

priority for additional services (rather than trying to do all of
the pull-offs).

Even if a deal cannot be worked out with DPWH with respect to
mai nt ai ni ng out houses, etc., DPWH is willing to have signs installed
and woul d mai ntain them




Pull-OFf Area (Site #1)
- Agree to "cart oonis h' orientation sign.

- This is the only pull-off in this corridor with an energency cabin.
Perhaps a sign on/in the cabin stating the use of these cabins is
for winter survival in case of vehicle trouble could be provided.
These cabins are relics of the 60s and are no | onger necessary
because of the steady traffic, and may be an interesting historic

story. They are still useful, however, when the Mackenzie River is
i npassable and after midnight (when there is little traffic).

Dory Point Territorial Park (Site #2)

- Private campground will be done nearby, therefore this is on hold
(no canpsites).

- Paths between parking lot, shelters, toilets and down to the river
are needed.

- Do not renove picnic shelters.

Ferry Crossing (Site #3)

“yes” to map, but not another orientation one necessarily; should
include history of river and stories/facts about the ferries (e.g.
how nmuch they draw, weight carried, sonething about the martens that
nest every year on the ferry)

- Describe ice bridge (e.g. approximtely Nov. 10 the Mackenzie River
freezes solid, so ferry travel is inpossible. Resourceful
Nort herners have found ways around this dilemma. Holes are cut into
the ice, and water punped onto a “road” to strengthen it for truck
traffic. The ice bridge is phased in. Prices are high when the ice
bridge is out in the spring and the ferry does not run, ...).

- Marine Operations (RussWiggs) and H ghway Mi ntenance (Gary
Hof f man), both will allow the booth to be noved to the suggested
| ocation.

- Sign directing people back to Dory Point if they miss a ferry
(washroons, etc. available there).

- BRTA iS comncerned that if the Fort Providence “teepee” is noved to
this site, it will delay what is truly needed, nanely a proper
i nformati on booth where trinkets and fast food can be sold, as well
as information given out.
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Muskeg Area

- BEven if this muskeg site is deleted, it should be described
el sewhere, since this is a phenonena Sout herners know only by nane,
yet it is the main vegetative condition of much of the north.

- Wen describing it, humanize the story by adding, for instance, the
difficulties of building southern type structures on it, and the
i ngenuity of designs to overcone the problens.

- No signing of boat launch as not a ED&T facility.

Fort Providence Territorial Canpground (Site #4)

- Though addition of playground equi pnent was nentioned, not a high
priority since the bugs would likely discourage nost Kkids.

- Agree to reducing the nunber of bays (block one loop).

- A shower facility was suggested by Fort Providence; not in inmmediate
plans since it would require virtually full-tinme supervision
perhaps in five years

- Cear some brush so there are better views to the river

- Should try to get access to river; could put in a stairway that is
pulled up in the spring (near rapids, and if left in all year, would
get knocked out by ice in the spring).

- Suggestion made at Fort Provi dence open house to add warning sign
that river is swift, but if we add a sign there, we would al so have
to add many right across the system Conclusion: no sign

- Agreed to new signage.

- Add anot her wood conpound

- Proper boat |aunch bel ow church.

Fort Providence Day Use Area (Site #5)
This site is a low priority.

- BRTA thinks a tourist booth at the Providence access road is
required (even if there is a visitor information centre at the
ferry), and should al so have some place for information in town;
sonething sinple if there is a nore najor facility at the
ferry/access road. These would be the responsibility of BRTA ¢
community.

4]
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May Ir.elude a sign about the road into Horn Plateau area.
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Pull -OFf Area (Site #6)

- Donet repeat stories given at Caen Lake.

Marl Delta, Caen Lake (Site #8)
- Band Econonic Devel opnment Conmittee in Fort Providence is sponsoring

a feasibility study (by Thorne Stevenson Kellogg) on the possible

uses (e.g. guided tours, harvesting buffalo) of the Bison
Sanct uary.

- The Band suggested a coffee shop nmidway between Providence and Rae -
perhaps at an interpretation centre in the Sanctuary.

- Band would like to build the observation platformif it is
approved

- There is a cabin at the Marl Delta - authorized? (“Lawence’s
cabin”).

- Boardwal ks and footbridges nay be needed along the trails.
- WIIl require access permit fromDPWR if site is devel oped.
- Renewabl e Resources agrees with imrediate control s/restrictions .

- Agree that Caen Lake is a good place for bison interpretatioxi; like
idea of tower and hiking trail

- Linear beach strands could tie in with geology thene at Caen Lake.

- New grasslands story could be included in Caen Lake interpretation.

Chan Lake (Site #n)

- Third pit privy has been renoved; please show change on plan.

- Put in a well and hand punp.

Pull -Of Area (Site #12)

- No sign at this site in the near future (due to proxinmity to Chan
Lake and desire to keep signage W thin bounds).

Pull -Of Area (Site #14)

- No signage necessary at this time; OKto have pull-offs with no
si gns.



Si nkhol e

- Perhaps this site could be found by air or |ocated by DIAND geol ogy;
it would be an interesting site if found.

Gypsum Qutcrop (Site #18)

- DIAND geol ogi st has reviewed the area; consists of a number of
out croppi ng of gypsum wWhich are not uni que; no speci al

crystallation.

- Include in brochure only.

Mosquito Creek (Site #21)

Could the name be changed, e.g. to Pickerel Creek, because the
“mosquito” is not encouraging for tourists.

Perhaps a large park from North Armto Msquito Creek could be
considered, with trails joining the areas (suggested at Rae
meeting) .

Interpretation of beaver dans on Msquito Creek a possibility.

- Msquito Lake might also be included in the park. It is the
headwaters of the creek. A road into a nearby gravel pit gives
access not directly to the lake, but close to it. There are

according to Rae residents, whitefish and jackfish in the I ake.

Mosquito Creek may be closed in the future, or sonme strict

regul ations enforced that limit the catch during the spring run,
therefore we suggest not spending a |ot of noney to upgrade the
roadside stop for this peak period.

Viewpoint (Site #22)
-OKto tie into North Arm

- Parking and trail on “lower" hill to be requested of NorthwesTel.

- Can see old Fort Rae from the mcrowave tower hill

Rorth Arm Territorial Park (Site #23)

- Aimto close site in about five years; to be replaced by a nore
maj or parKk.

- Boat |aunch used in sprin,when people canp in this area at the
pickerel run. There is a problemwth the shallow water,
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particularly in the fall. Extending the spit is possible, btut |evel
of use and distance of shallow water does not warrant it at this
time. May be investigated further when large park concept :s

revi ewed.

- According to Rae residents, a cabin was built in the 50s on the
south side of the park by the former Rae Hudson’s Bay manager (| and
was granted to himfor years of service?). Cabin still exists.

- Many nuskrat nmounds just to the north of the park; interpretation
possibility.

Frank Channel (Site #25)

- Ceol ogical contact and story of Fort Rae/Edzo.

- Picnic area at Frank Channel seens redundant to North Arm park; just
need a pull-off with signage.

Edzo Territorial Park (Site #24)

- Retain park until other facilities are available (e.g. North Arm
canpsites).

- Could change site to Russell Lake; community council has given
prelimnary approval to an ATV/bike “park” in the gravel pit area.

Stagg River (Site #27)

No boat l|aunch is necessary since the use of the river is limted to

very small craft (e.g. canoes, 12-14' boats), though could regrade
existing “launch.”

- Area used for trapping beaver and nuskrat and traditional canping.

Therefore, don't nmake a canpground or extend the parking |ot, but

exi sting parking is needed, since used by a |ot of canoeists and
boaters for weekend trips.

- North side nore inportant for devel opnent; show on site map.

- No action for at least five years; Parks would have to acquire |and
first.

Rock diffs

- Assessed by DIAND geol ogi st as not unique and not particularly
interesting, therefore delete.




Other Sites:

Amet hyst deposits about nine miles outside of Yellowknife.

Caves near Msquito Creek?

Jackfish Lake: Fort Providence council said it was a deep lake with
clear water and sandy beaches, suitable for canping. During our
foggy visit, no beaches were visible, but the site may warrant
further investigation in the future.

Spring enptying into Mdsquito Lake (km 221.1) used frequently by Rae
residents as water source. Water quality should be tested before
signing/advertising the site.

Two miles north of the Lac |a Martre Road is a site used by Rae

residents as a | ookout for npose and caribou, called “Dry Lake”
locally. Good breeze because it is so open.




™

b

appendix 0

o




a|npayos ubis

. A_\ %T.TTTT% sl ! ! ! ! I i
N A B
= LMr “Mlith T Lizahik K ALiiA Ynhll L A dIAINT | LWwAQ? -G INGWNWAGNY] Y i
I s e | LA 1, I | I | |
| e
L_q_q::___.[_ii.. > [ | = aYW | K| _
i I I I I I I
! .
; I NN 1
- 1 312 | WA gt -hivd! Y 1
H | - I I I 1
| H4~  IWAQ9 &Il al Aavdl X[ X |
| S |
| I EININGW I |
# A Waom.all =l YT X
L1y - ————
+ . n i i I | l
! } _ I i i
LA fwiad On-al NOWWRIOANT] ¥ | |
rryrr il it errrerliirlld
_J'f I T T T 1T 1T 1T 1 1 1"SYWEN TAPAYIMRT Y]
1ttt 11T 1% T, T
L N1 1™ ! 6‘ LA 11
L_xw H o A ANTT HAAGh
| I A I 1 T T N I O (OO Y oo (N o N (O T U1 IO |
eBessow
peAoidde
93 oW eWp™ g 10T T ebed P
9}IUNMO||BA O} SJUBPIAOIY 1404 8.-0 .0
A
.~ Aomg lopuin) : ¢, Aemybin Q




a|npayos ubis

I [] 1 1 1 1 Af > AL 1 s 1 [} 1 i 1 1 1
I T 11 1 \.l > IVIVAQVY) =AWV Vava ~ | 7\
e 1 |
N _
| [t [ I [ | _
Ll L I 9
T_ i _ _ [1T°7 M
! AYA *.;!f \_ + \._._L. i — h<§OcT«u_ “ il .Ndd&n 7“ S “ A
I N P VA N R A T ; n a_d% WA\ | WGl X1 1 2\
T Y = B ! ! l I ] ] ]
I 1 A -} = _
=)l LN WOD WAOD -1 NOLWEEN X | X \
N = AL £ * - | | | ] |
N NN 5] 4 PIEy ‘
Hann : _ | | .
i 7 Ag \ = 1 a9W x| Ql
| 1.1
F_@ I%_. } 1 ] i 1 1
A ™ AR | — | A¥WI X | | G
— ﬁ L1
—+- — “ &1&%3 _
! gF S 3 NN -
N
e
obessoew sJo
peAoidde L9
=530 ebed vl
o3 NON %P Q@ 40 2 Je
9JIUNMO||BA O} 9duepIrOld Vo4 v—bﬂﬁ /\\%0
A~
- T fomg 10puiog : ¢, Aemybi e




a|jnpayos ubis

B o o o T 1 WA GNINEGVNY JARLNL X
___________________FHI&._*.—“‘ I — 1 &a3alNg A ! ¢
T T T i T T T T TN Q4K [RQONY Al ONINGMWN/ IAAINT X _
1 T T AAH _— ‘SAILN R ‘Q2
. . : :
i / _ —
i q AP U \w &m W1 I I I I I
ESCImE Ch R RS -2~ S 2 NTRE o BilY WAoh-a Al ¥ G
S 11 11 1
mmnﬂﬂﬁfﬁﬁa_.w.ﬂm FUNIREE NN AT N T TRY |WAQD) -al | ‘&AL X | -1
N 1 ——— _ i _
Vi
| 1 _<_4ﬂy_ / \Flﬂ %__ 1 — ] 1 I
e % e vo T _ | DN [
1 BT FATN =S WA -al | adawNl X | )
At .. WA - DRINRDIYIWAIEINI - X
IT.TILLLL%* A I — 1 QLN K | A
I I T N S | S T T Y NS N O (N N W A s | IS IO T N I { I | |
i m~ .
|1 X IJ. | "P N I A S I I I
. X ,ﬁnﬁz 3, ] ] T
z, l,@y : AL IwAQo.a\l ~Whads I X | | «l
— _A_l . 1 1 1 1 1
ebessow
peAoidde
3 NN evep g jo— & ebed \%
8JIUNMO[|BA O} 3DUBPIAOLY VIO4 {Qﬁ /M(

>::u..w 10pIIINY) ; © .. APMUDIU )




a|npayos ubis

}
1
B o 7 A | ]
PERI= dilig N =N | | 1 1
NS KK Ex al®N, Wwaah-al | wnak| X | 32
| I
Z ] ! o 1k : _ | D NINNO T
“ AL ARl ZOm ] Iwiah-al | Sty AT KN T +2
{ 7/ -
_ 1O IAARLS) ) ANND wal || DNINSNAY i) X
I _@,_w : K — | AN X NZ
1 P t T 1 | ! 1
T 1 ! LHE!J& (Vi) = | B
_:_,.:_‘W_.ﬁm_ [ NN D IwADA)-al | 'dl ShWdl Kl K1 ‘G2
NEasEEAi _ 1
L _ ; 1 _ | ONINGMWAT 1
yr>z SIEVIENT--TN ARV ! W a4l  ANWA] L] K YZ_
- - | _ _ _
- L1 .I S hiv v i 1 1 1
. ] (ST AN _ I ONINGDWAN T |
EEe L#ﬂ ] ZAUA TN o NG Iwdn-all 349N K | 'e2
%a,ﬁ b I 1 - 1 I 1
- H-H Al A ds rbsicickz
] | Lt 1 1.1 _.::_::J_ 1
obessow
/ngO
peAoidde BN
NN 0P 7 jo~ I ebed %#%
wed v
8JIUNMO||BA O} 8DUBPIACId 1104 /.%

ADN}S 10PLIIOY) : €. ABMYDIH ®




ajnpayos ubis

Aol T _ _
VIV o Bl L wiA || ONINSVAN/ J2ELN X
) ik A BN T =
N 't .
] g,w Il—/ﬂ [\
1oaxtaiN - AN — Twonall ANl XTI | %%
_ T IVWEREANT K - S9WT % 2%
L ANLL |
gl “H _ ]
e _ _ WA || > DNINYM/ J3AIN] X
’ m;c‘____________[. JEC_NJ_FTTTTI
==V i v N 1 LT 1
= -1 Rl Wia9-al NS X 0% _
] 11
i : LY{ s W T | —
WY 1\ .m/_ ~ ‘.1_.
1 |
oBessoew
peaoidde
I NON %P @ 07 g ebed

9JIUNMO[|BA O} 8OUeP|AOld 1104 {GQ

Y T T

/AR Y Y I I




ajnpayos ubls

r
A/ AN TN | WACO)-A1 | NN | —
A=A P, o
= | _
BEREEEENC.T) v GL-BWorEN- waA Qal [ W0AL] X o h
! 1 JbL . 11
- U AKE 1L1& 1 \1% 111111 I | | 1
“::I::ﬁ alil N_N_Nﬂ_ N 11 B IwaOn-al INOUIYWRONIT K| A
NN ETENENEEEEA o e o O D _ _ 1
oy .
PASENET BT = W o= 2 TNV D
h. + T K TA2ATl KRR __— NN Y ‘Gl
— ===ttt _ +——t+—1+—t > =ttt m 1 I I |
_ S bk,
i=h eeERE T SemD W -4l NaWEaN | Y A
4% AN FONPIIL q E waQ9-al | 'al A9 K kA4
Az 1 W o-al | I9hads| K Vi

B

ebessew o
o8>
peAoidde S
2]
2% AON @wp— g jo— L ebed 5 &
wed N o
8JIUNMO}|OA O} SJUSPIAOId 1104 ,(I. b
, Aong 10puInY : €., ARMYDIU I oe ) ,




a|npayos ubis

|mkt5 - | VWAUY)- G\ VIV A | | T3
[ y 1
DN wiQ9)- 4\ | EXIN0 _
I I T 11 | %{D /\/ 3m
; | Dyoi il _ —
AL q y £ INIREE WA -\ | ‘A\ Ad] K 2L
17 [ I | 1 |
/
B ANN \ SV . WA | |} BNIN=MNY S=23IN X
P S g ms . npa e L W
N d _ |
B 1 = _ WA - Gl | HIN N i _ o
- AINAL A 24
' Ny ENE =Rl Q9-al | DrININ
r::::: i 1] _ _ A K | 4
] X £ ﬁ . wA | - ONINSVM/ J38INL X
L m=lNey Lt _— LA X "\a
____/..N. a.*w______ __H_E
- obussow
peAocidde
7T NN 08P o~ g eBed
wed X

SJIUNMO||GA O} SIUSPIAOI] 1104

ADN}S JOPHIOY) : F« AemybiH




oN g

PR~ IR IS ——— ubg anjaxde [

-

ueld %

i\

Apnig JopLLIOD

. om0} uren)
——CLITEN L — ubeg [B1030g
ubig dey O

- g g N
ubig uoneuLo)y O
puabey

amiond
aAON

e >m>>;m«_..ﬂ._

SIS



