
1990

Tourism

Plans/Strategies

TOURISM - HERITAGE RIVERS

11-40-12

G.N.W.T. - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & TOURISM

Disk 5

CANADIAN HERITAGE RIVERS SYSTEM MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE THELON RIVER, N.W.T.



CANADIAN HERITAGE RIVERS SYSTEM
MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE THELON RIVER,
N.W.T.
Sector  Tourism

I
11-40.12
Plans/Strategies I

I I

-

CANADIAN HERITAGE RIVERS SYSTEM

MANAGEMENT PLAN

FOR THE THELON RIVER, N.W.T.

.

NWT
EDT
Can
The
1990

—



CANADIAN HERITAGE RIVERS SYSTEM

MANAGEMENT PLAN

FOR THE THELON RIVER, N. W.T.

Submitted by the Municipality of Baker Lake;
the Department of Economic Development and Tourism
Government of the Northwest Territories; and
the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development
of Canada

1990



TABLE OF CONTENTS

. 1.0

2.0

3.0

4.0

5.0

Introduction
1.1 Thelon Heritage River Nomination . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1.2 Regional Setting and River Description . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1.3 Canadian Heritage Rivers System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1.4 Purpose of the Management Plan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

l.4.1 General Considerations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1.4.2 Objectives of the Thelon River Management Plan.

Background
2.1 History of the Nomination . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2.2 Public Support and Consultation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2.3 Present Land Use . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2.3. lBaker Lake Inuit Land Use . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2.3.2 Land Tenure and Land Claims . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2.3.3 Mining and Other Development . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Heritage Values
3.1 Natural Heritage Values . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3.2 Human Heritage Values . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3.3 Recreational Values . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Planning and Management Program
4.1

4.2

4.3
4.4

Land Use Framework.. . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4.1. 1 River Corridor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4.1.2 Areas of Significance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4.1.3 Potential Territorial Parks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Heritage Management and Protection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4.2.1 Human Heritage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4.2.2 Natural Heritage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4.2. 3 Recreation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4.2.41ntegrity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4.2.5 Impact Assessment and River Monitoring . . . . . . . .
4.2.6 Enforcement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Visitor Services and Facilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..*.

Research . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Implementation
5.~ Priorities and Phasing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5.2 Plan Review . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Selected References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Appendix A
Appendix B
Appendix C
Appendix D

Figures

Letters of Support
Archaeological Site Protection
Acts and Regulations Administered
Water Quality Data

by

Figure 1 Location of the Thelon River . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Figure 2 Boundaries of the River Management Area . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Figure 3 Areas of Significance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

.
1
1
4
4
4
5

6
6
8
8
8

10

11
12
13

15
15
15
18
20
20
21
22
23
23
24
25
27

28
28

-1

1:
19



1.0 Introduction

. 1.1 Thelon Heritage River Nomination

The Department of Economic Development and Tourism of the
Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT), with the support of
Environment Canada, National Parks, and the federal Department of
Indian Affairs and Northern Development (DIAND), and at the request
of the community of Baker Lake, began working to nominate the Thelon
River to the Canadian Heritage Rivers System (CHRS) in September
1988. The project was established in Baker Lake, with the support
and encouragement of the community. The Thelon River was nominated
to the CHRS, and the nomination was accepted by the Canadian Heritage
Rivers Board in June 1989.

1.2 Regional Setting and River Description

River Description

The Thelon River rises in the Mackenzie District of the
Northwest Territories, about 200 kilometres east of Great Slave
Lake. The river runs about 94o kilometres, through the Thelon Game
Sanctuary, into Beverly, Aberdeen and Schultz Lakes, and finally
running down to its mouth at Baker Lake.

The river management area is about 545 kilometres long,
accounting for 58% of the total length, starting some 50 kilometres
downstream of the south-western boundary of the Thelon Game
Sanctuary. Of this length within the management area, approximately
275 kilometres lie within the Thelon Game Sanctuary. The management
area extends from Wardens Grove to the river mouth at Baker Lake, and
extends one kilometre from each bank of the river, and its lakes,
thus forming a corridor at least two kilometres wide.

The Thelon River has natural, cultural and recreational values
well upstream of the area now included in the CHRS. When land claim
issues are settled in the future, then upstream areas of the Thelon
River, and possibly the Hanbury River, will be considered for
addition.

The Thelon is the most northerly major river system draining into
Hudson Bay. The Thelon River has the largest unaltered drainage
basin, which is the third largest of all those draining into Hudson
Bay. The Thelon River drains an area of 142,400 square kilometres.
This figure includes the 57,500 square kilometres drained by the
Dubawnt, which flows into the Thelon between Beverly and Aberdeen
Lakes.
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Figure 1 Location of the Thelon River
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1.4.2 Objectives of the Thelon River Management Plan

- To manage the heritage resources within a river corridor
extending 1 kilometre from each bank, in accordance with
CHRS objectives.

- To conserve and interpret the heritage resources identified
in the nomination, through existing legislation and
regulations and, where appropriate and necessary, through
the future establishment of Territorial Parks; heritage
resources will be interpreted through a program of printed
materials and a visitor centre in Baker Lake. These will
foster understanding and appreciation of the heritage
values of both the Thelon River and the Kazan River, which
was also nominated to the system in 1989.

- To encourage and monitor recreational use of the river,
and to ensure its compatibility with the conservation of
heritage resources.

- To give a national perspective to visitors regarding the
role of the Thelon and Kazan Rivers in northern native
history, and the cultural development and evolution of the
Keewatin region.

To foster an appreciation of the culture of the Caribou
Inuit, and to foster pride for Inuit culture.

-5-



Public involvement will be an on-going concern of the managing
bodies, as the Department of Economic Development and Tourism, the .

. Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, and the Hamlet
Council of Baker Lake will try to manage the rivers in accordance
with local and regional aspirations and desires.

The following groups have, on invitation, commented on and
assisted in the preparation of this document.

Baker Lake Community Groups
Baker Lake Hamlet Council
Hunters and Trappers Association
Qilautimiut Elders Group

Other Communities
Arviat Hamlet Council
Lutsel kle Dene Band Council, Snowdrift

Regional Organizations
Keewatin Inuit Association
Keewatin Wildlife Federation
Keewatin Regional Council

National and Territorial Native Organizations
Inuit Tapirisat of Canada
Tungavik Federation of Nunavut
Inuit Cultural Institute
Dene representatives

Territorial Government Departments
Economic Development and Tourism
Renewable Resources
Culture and Communications

Federal Government Departments
Dept. of Indian Affairs and Northern Development (DIAND) “
Department of Environment

- Canadian Parks Service
- Inland Waters Directorate

Private Sector
Outfitters - East Wind

- Canoe Arctic
Mining Interests - N.W.T. Chamber of Mines

- Mining companies with interests in the area

-7-



The Thelon Game Sanctuary

The Thelon Game Sanctuary, was created in 1927 through federal
Order-in-Council, and its boundaries adjusted in 1956. It is
administered through DIAND and the N.W.T. Department of Renewable
Resources. No hunting, including subsistence and native hunting, is
permitted in the Sanctuary. The creation of the Thelon Game
Sanctuary restricted both Dene and Inuit access to the area. No
mineral exploration or development is allowed.

The management plan for the Thelon River as a Canadian Heritage
River recognizes that there is an overlap area, in the vicinity of
the Thelon Game Sanctuary, which is a sensitive issue in the
land-claims process now in progress. In recognition of this issue,
for which a solution is premature and beyond the mandate of this
plan, the Department of Economic Development and Tourism makes a
commitment to inform and involve the Snowdrift Band, the Dene/M{tis,
the Inuit and the community of Baker Lake, in all relevant management
decisions.

The management of the Thelon River within the Thelon Game
Sanctuary will follow the management regime established for the
sanctuary and all laws of general application as agreed upon during
the land-claims settlement process. Specific management actions will
be developed in cooperation with the appropriate communities.

Municipality of Baker Lake

The last ten kilometres of the Thelon River, at its mouth, runs
beside the Municipality of Baker Lake. The one kilometre corridor
on the north side of the river lies within the Municipality of Baker
Lake. Approximately 10 square kilometres (km2) of the heritage river
corridor is on municipal land.

2.3.3 Mining and Other Development .

Claims, leases, and exploration

There are some mining leases on the Thelon River. There is also
likely to be some mineral exploration on land near the river.

Proposed mines and development

A uranium mine has been proposed in an area near Baker Lake.
This proposal, the Kiggavik mine, lies outside the Thelon River
basin, south of Schultz Lake. A Federal Environmental Assessment
and Review Panel is studying the mine proposal. Hearings for this
panel are scheduled for the fall of 1990 or early 1991.

-9-



3.0 Heritage Values

. From the junction with the Hanbury River, to its mouth at Baker
Lake, the Thelon River has been the home to many Inuit now living in
the community of Baker Lake. The river and its three principal lakes
continue to be used by people in the community. Culturally, the
Thelon is characterized by a human past which has played and
continues to play a critical role in the lives of the Baker Lake
people.

The human and natural heritage values have made the Thelon River
a destination for recreational wilderness canoeists. The river has
attracted royalty, well-known Canadians and a wide variety of other
wilderness users to enjoy its waters, landscapes, and wildlife. The
Thelon will continue to attract people in search of a true wilderness
experience, especially after its designation and increased
recognition.

Important archaeological sites, a unique environment with
extraordinary wildlife resources, over sixty years of wildlife
protection, close association with Canada’s conservation movement,
excellent recreational value, and the continued importance of the
river to the people of Baker Lake, combine to make the Thelon River
an outstanding “Canadian Heritage River”.

3.1 Natural Heritage Values

The Thelon Game Sanctuary contains an ‘Arctic oasis’ with unique
wildlife assemblages, pristine wilderness and diverse habitats. The
sanctuary has preserved a complete, undisturbed ecological system at
the boreal/Arctic transition. This ‘oasis complex’ constitutes a
unique natural phenomenon, whereby the river helps to create a boreal
environment surrounded by Arctic tundra. This has created a
situation with unusual diversity, an environment which supports both
Arctic and boreal species. Muskoxen and caribou are found ia the
same area as moose and beaver.

The Thelon River supports the habitats of species not often seen
in other parts of Canada, including peregrine falcons, wolverines,
tundra swans. The Thelon River provides important habitat for a
large muskox population.

The Beverly caribou herd, numbering about 330,000, crosses the
management area before and after calving. A considerable predator
population inhabits the Thelon Game Sanctuary area, as wolves,
barrenground grizzly bear, fox, and lynx thrive in the absence of
human competition and harassment. A significant proportion of
Canadals population of the large race of Canada geese nest and moult
in the management area, with about 10,000 moulting Canada Geese using
Beverly and Aberdeen Lakes. One of the few inland nesting sites of
lesser snow geese is at the Ursus Islands on the Thelon.

-11-
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The river provides good places for camping, easily accessible,
with good-shoreline. There is excellent fishing for Arctic grayling . .
and trophy sized lake trout and Arctic char.. Visitors have the._
opportunity for rewarding hiking and viewing the scenic beauty of the
barrens.

The river provides outstanding wildlife viewing, allowing the
observation of muskoxen, barren-ground caribou, barren-ground grizzly
bear, wolf, tundra swans, moose, and other animalsO

The management area provides the opportunity for human heritage
appreciation, including Hornby’s cabin and the cabins at Wardens
Grove. Farther down, on the lakes, tent rings and other
archaeological features are evidence of the Caribou Inuit.

The Thelon River is capable of supporting recreational uses
without significant loss of or impact upon its natural, historical
or aesthetic values. Among the factors that will assist in river
management are the essentially non-consumptive use of the resources,
the low numbers of users, the high level of appreciation expressed
by those users for the environment, the difficulty in removing
artifacts coupled with legislation against removal and the location
of the RCMP and conservation officers in Baker Lake.

-13-



4.0 Planning and Management Program

. 4.1 Land Use Framework

4.1.1 River Corridor

‘\

f
i

The management of the Thelon River as a Canadian Heritage River
is based on the establishment of a management corridor along the
river, at least two kilometres wide, within which the natural, human,
and recreational resources will be managed according to CHRS
objectives, and where certain areas of significance will be
identified as warranting special consideration.

The management corridor runs from Wardens Grove to the mouth of
the river at Baker Lake, and extends one kilometre from each bank of
the river. In the area of lakes, the corridor extends one kilometre
from the lake shore.

Development within this corridor will be monitored by the
Department of Economic Development and Tourism, with the assistance
of the community of Baker Lake and the Department of Indian Affairs
and Northern Development (DIAND) . The corridor will allow multiple
uses of the land. Development will be influenced by the Department
of Economic Development and Tourism, using the existing lease and
land use permit application process. A representative of Economic
Development and Tourism will ensure that CHRS objectives established
for the Thelon River will be represented. Development initiatives
that require the use of land will be screened through the lease and
land use permit application processes of DIAND, and appropriate
environmental conditions will be annexed to those leases and permits
issued.

4.1.2 Areas of Significance

Several areas of significant natural heritage, human heritage
and recreational value have been identified. These areas will be
considered candidates for territorial parks. They will also serve
as focal points for the monitoring process.

These areas are indicated in the following sections, and on the
accompanying maps. However, the boundaries of these areas are
preliminary, and further research will add areas and modify the
information available for the areas identified here.

4.1.2.1 Areas of significant human heritage

Archaeological

Peqetuaq: This archaeological site is at the east end of Aberdeen
Lake. Baker Lake residents consider it to be im~ortant. It is
interesting for
There are heavy

.
amateurs because of the large size of the structures.
tent rings, caches and kayak stands.

-15-
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4 . 1 . 2 . 2 Areas of significant natural heritage
.

Wildlife

The Thelon Game Sanctuary: This is one of the finest areas for
observing and photographing large mammals in the north. Caribou,
muskoxen, grizzly bears and moose are all usually seen by canoeists
and hikers. In addition to these large mammals, geese, swans,
cranes, wolves, foxes and many other birds and mammals are often
seen. The ecosystem has been undisturbed by hunting for over half
a century. There is an area of forest surrounded by tundra, a
$Iboreal oasis”.

West Aberdeen: Between Beverly Lake and Aberdeen Lake is the
moulting area for the largest concentration of the large race of
Canada Geese in Canada. To the north of this area are the Beverly
caribou herd’s calving grounds.

Lower Thelon: Peregrine falcons breed on the bluffs overlooking the
river, and the falcons will fly around canoeists. This part of the
river is a high use area by Baker Lake residents, and is a good day
or weekend trip for visitors to Baker Lake.

4.1.2.3 Areas of significant recreation value

Recreational

West Schultz Lake: Great fishing for Arctic char and lake trout.

Aleksektok Rapid: This rapid is a large one, that should be portaged
by those with no whitewater experience. The rapid is a challenge to
the experienced, to be run with light canoes or kayaks. A scenic and
interesting area, good photo opportunities.

●

-17-



Figure 3 Areas of S i g n i f i c a n c e
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4 . 2 . 2 Natural Heritage

. Natural Heritage Management

The Department of Renewable Resources, GNWT is responsible for
the management of wildlife and forest resources. Caribou are managed
in cooperation with the Beverly Kaminuriak Caribou Management Board.
The status of the Thelon Game Sanctuary is the responsibility of
DIAND, and the management of its wildlife and forest resources falls
to Renewable Resources, GNWT. Endangered species research and
management falls to the Canadian Wildlife Service and the Department
of Renewable Resources.

Natural Heritage Protection

Under the Territorial Land Use Regulations, administered by
DIAND , a permit is required for most land use activities. The
conditions annexed to a land use permit are quite comprehensive, and
must be strictly adhered to.

Caribou calving grounds and crossing areas are protected through
the land use permit process. Crossing areas are protected from land
use operations from May 15 to September 15. Caribou Protection Areas
are established around calving grounds, which are protected from May
15 to July 15. A land use operation outside the protection areas
must close down when caribou approach during the calving periods.

Sensitive nesting sites of peregrine and gyrfalcons along the
Thelon River are recorded by Renewable Resources, which will ensure
that nesting raptors are protected from land use operations, poaching
or harassment.

The Thelon Game Sanctuary has complete protection from hunting,
mineral exploration and most development. The Thelon Game Sanctuary
is protected from both surface and sub-surface dispositions. The
natural heritage of the !foasis complexf! is protected throug”h the
sanctuary status of the area.

The natural heritage values of the river management area will
continue to be managed and protected through existing legislation
and by the present managing bodies.

-21-



4 . 2 . 4 Integrity

. Visual Appearance

The visual appearance of the river is unchanged from the time
when it was first used by the Caribou Inuit, and when explorers and
naturalists first came into the region. The river will be monitored
so that changes due to use or visitor pressure, will be appropriately
dealt with.

- - -

Water Quality

DIAND administers the Northern Inland Waters Act. Under
act, the N.W.T. Water Board issues water use licenses, which
conditions annexed, ensuring that the use of the water does
impair water quality.

that
have
not

Environment Canada, Inland Waters Directorate, and DIAND, Water
Resources, conduct on-going programs of water quality testing and
water level monitoring. These programs will continue to ensure that
changes in water quality or flow will be detected. The Department
of Economic Development and Tourism will work with the Inland Waters
Directorate to increase the sophistication of water quality
monitoring, and to establish water quality guidelines. Present
levels of monitored parameters are displayed in Appendix D.

4.2.5 Impact Assessment and River Monitoring

Outfitters and river users will be requested to report on
conditions. In addition a team of investigators, made Up of Baker
Lake residents, will do a regular survey of camping areas along the
river. Such a survey will be done every two years, unless traffic
on the river increases to such an extent that annual surveys are
warranted. Inventory sheets will be drawn up for this purpose.

The Inland Waters Directorate of Environment Canada coflects
water samples and monitors the chemical composition of the water.
They have collected water quality data for over 20 years (see
Appendix D) . The data collected are for physical parameters and
levels of some inorganic elements. As more sophisticated testing
techniques become available they will be applied where warranted and
appropriate.

4.2.6 Enforcement

The Department of Renewable Resources has officers in
settlements throughout the region, including Baker Lake. These
officers are empowered to enforce hunting, fishing, and wildlife
regulations.

- 2 3 -
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Potential Territorial Parks

. The lower section of the river, between Schultz Lake and Baker-
Lake, will be considered for some park development, with some
construction of facilities, subject to the decision of the Hamlet
Council of Baker Lake. Park development will be pursued in
accordance with the Territorial Parks Act and the parks policy
currently under development. Four park categories are appropriate
for establishment along the Thelon River. I!Natural Environmental
“Outdoor Recreationlt,  lJWaysidetl, and llHistoricll parks.

The establishment of a Territorial Park near Aleksektok Rapid,
about 70 km from the community, will be pursued. This park will be
for the use of those who have canoed or kayaked down the river, and
for visitors to the community of Baker Lake who would like a day or
weekend trip experience on the Thelon River. A Wayside Park will be
developed at the community of Baker Lake, within the municipal
boundary.

For the rest of the river, park facility construction will be
minimal, limited to that which is compatible with the wilderness
values of the river. The establishment of parks further from the
community will be pursued as traffic warrants, and as further review
of heritage values suggests.

Some cabins along the river warrant clean up and on site
interpretation. Candidates for this treatment are the cabins at
Wardens Grove and the old CWS cabin on Aberdeen Lake. Economic
Development and Tourism will work closely with Renewable Resources,
Canadian Wildlife Service and Culture and Communications to develop
plans for stabilization, restoration, and interpretation in these
areas. Emergency or staff shelters will be built near Wardens Grove,
at the upstream end of the management corridor.

4 . 4 Research
●

Archaeological

The pre-history of the Thelon River is rich and diverse. A
succession of cultures used the area over many millennia. Further
archaeological research will be encouraged, and the data will be
incorporated in the management of the TheIon River corridor.
Important archaeological sites may, if their condition and
significance warrant, be developed as a park or historic site.

Oral History

Oral history, the information gathered by listening to elders,
was used in the nomination of the river, and in formulating the
management plan. Further research, including further interviews,
will provide an important aid for interpreting life on the Thelon
River in traditional times. The oral history of the people of Baker
Lake will figure prominently in the visitor centre.

-25-
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5.0 Implementation

. 5 . 1 Priorities and Phasing

The Department of Economic Development and Tourism will
participate in the Land Use Permit and Lease application process for
those applications that fall within the Thelon River management area.
Economic Development and Tourism will comment and suggest conditions
to annex to the permit, to properly represent the objectives of the
management plan. The Department will also encourage other agencies
which participate in the Land Use Permit and Lease application
process to formulate their recommendations with special attention to
the Canadian Heritage River status of the Thelon River.

The Department of Economic Development and Tourism will begin
work on a visitor centre in Baker Lake during the summer of 1990.
Printed information and exhibits will be developed concurrently.
The system of registration for travelers on the river will be put
in place by the summer of 1991.

The establishment of Territorial Parks will start with a Wayside
Park to be developed at the community of Baker Lake, beginning in
1990. Potential Territorial Parks farther from the community will
be considered as traffic warrants, and as further review of the
heritage values suggests. Signage will be developed for some areas,
and emergency or staff shelters will be built at Wardens Grove in the
upstream portion of the management corridor.

Cooperative agreements for the management of heritage resources
and river monitoring will be pursued immediately. Economic
Development and Tourism will pursue cooperative agreements with the
departments of Renewable Resources and Culture and Communications of
the Government of the Northwest Territories, as well as the Inland
Waters Directorate and Canadian Wildlife Service of the Federal
Government.

●

5.2 Plan Review

The management plan will be reviewed periodically. It will be
specifically reviewed when the Final Agreement between Canada and the
Inuit of Nunavut is ratified, in order to ensure that the plan is
consistent with the provisions of the Final Agreement.

The plan will be reviewed every five years, after the land claim
process is finished. The eventual devolution of responsibility for
land from DIAND to the Northwest Territories, or to Nunavut, may also
be basis for plan review.

Plan reviews may suggest further Territorial Park establishment
as more is learned of the heritage values along the river, and as
visitor traffic increases, with concomitant increase in demand for
services and need for heritage protection.

-27-
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March

Keewatin  Inuit Association

7, 1989

Serving the
Communities

of David MurraV
A>c  /< _JCb Ddm~L Heritage Riv&s Project

Baker Lake

‘bLuc 3a<*

Chesteqfieid
Inlet

AL ~Ad’J

Corol  Harbaur
+L=<b

Eskimo Point

a’ Ad

Repulse Bay

~p+c

General Delivery
Baker Lake, N,W.T.
XOC OAO

Dear Mr Murray:

Thank you for your letter of January 24th, outlining the plans of your
organization in having the Thelon and Kazan Rivers designated as Heritage
Rivers.

We most certainly share your views on the historic significance of these
water systems as they pertain to Inuit history and lifestyle.

We further applaud your efforts in seeing these rivers duly recognized for
the important role they have played, and continue to play, in Inuit life.

We fully support your endeavors and hope that the Canadian Heritage
Rivers Board will approve the nominations for these river systems.

Yours truly

~w
Mike Lightstone
Executive Director

Whole Coue

flP%<”
ML/jm

RANKIN  INLET. ,v w T., xoc OGO  PHONE (819J 645-2sIM OR 645.2s05



Qilautimiuit Meeting
—

.

PPresent:

2 5 / 0 1 . 8 9

Chairman Emile Oklaga s
Titus Seeteenak.
James Ukpaga
Daivd Mannik
Lucy Kownak
Silas Putumiraqtuq
Joan Scottie.

H.R.P. Daivd Murry
John Pudnak

Meeting open at 8:10 P.M. at the curling lounge.

The chairman told the members what the meeting was about and then
turn the meeting over to Daivd Murry.

Daivd explain what the project was about and the reason for asking
to met with the elders committee to let them know what we are working
on and why the H.R.P. has being set up and what it is about.

se~te~nak: I am happy to hear this project as I did not know it
before and I would like to support this project
as this is something that we will need not so much for
us now but we have to start somethin-g like this foY the
future and for the next generation to have so that they
will know that their fathers have live in that large
area of the river and that they can be proud of it so I
for one like this idea and would support it very much
and I think the same goes for everyone here.

Ukpaga : I would like to support this as well because if something
is not done soon the rivers and the land are going to be
damage by large development be it mining or hydro or
other kinds and because we are the inland Inuit the only
kind of country food that we can get here is caribou and
fish they use the river a lot caribou travel to and from
and they have to cross the river both coming and going and
all along the river and then there are fish in the river
and on the lakes along the river and any type of large
development would distory the river and the all the fish
in and along the river then we have noting.
So for this reason I would very much support this project
so that we can keep the river as it is a bit longer.
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Putumiraqtuq: I know the Back River very well  as I live i.n
. that area most of my live so I hope that same could

be done to that river in the future as this is also
very important to me and to the people who use live
in that area. Now on this project of the Kazan and
Thelon it,s good that something like this is being done
now and I support that idea very much as all of us
here too.

Seeteenak:

Oklaga :

David :

Oklaga:

It,s too bad that something like could not have being
done sooner when most of the older people were still
around and it would have been better and you would
have been able to get more information then but still
it,s better to do it now then never since there are
a few people still around who can give a lot of the
information on the rivers and I,m glad that you are
doing something like now and again I support this.

Would it help if we put in a motion that we support
this project or even just a short note so that you
would know of our support for this project if that
would help.Something like this can be done coming
from this committee and also we support the idea of
the information being made into a book form so that
you will know of our support if it,s put in writing
because this can be done.

Yes this would be very good to have noting long
it don,t have to be many pages but even if it,s
short it would help a great deal.

I think the committee feel the same way and we-all
feel the same about what we have being told and that
is that we support the project totally and we hope
that it well go well and that the rivers will be
nominated and become a part of the C..H.R.S. and we
want to thank you for taking time to talk to us
and we wish you well in your work on the two rivers.

Meeting end at 10:05 P.M.



Jan I - -  A?LCD< 3’ ca
Nancy Linden - Councillor
CL”# c-(lbc - b(lL?
Patsy Owlijoot - Councillor
<c/ 4DcC+C -  bnL>

“ Kono Tattuinee  - Councillor
da C3AU - bnL>
Simona Baker - Senior Administrative Officer

. /Ja <Ab - nn<’ Ai r @L+hCb
Absent: George Kuksuk - Councillor  (Out of town)
‘bAT3c : .Jq\ C,jb+  - bflL> (aDc<brJL+’b)

David Aglukark - Councillor
C A AC Qbab’b - br7L> (AC-AI+ )
Ben Kovic - Councillor
A’ Cd&Cb  - bflLF (Ac-+fkb )
Ralph King - Councillor (out of town)
qD< fYl _ bf)L> (CJDC’b#L+”)

. . .

~- rC _  A\J@bnn>

Co-ordinator

. T. .. . I

.

Meeting commenced 1:15 p.m. Deputy Mayor Main presiding.
bnLracD’b3c  1:15 D<adc. A/LCD< 3’c4 b(lLf7C/-#’.

DAVE MURFUiY

n’ JfI
Mr. Murray has been hired to record the cultural history and land use of the Thelon and Kazan
r~c JII A=flflCD#_~ Lc %D>+’d%D<>u  A<drJ’ rb cbab!_’l,c aLL QCLD< a3< u%ub %=ALYC,  Cdam

Rivers project through Government of N.K.T. (Economic Development) and Hamlet of Baker Lake.
T!lelon d_ Kazan dT@ /W%fb<b~  Cdatc LCl_&c =c~dr ( A<~d=c ) Cda\= H<L=dmC ~L~C~d’ r,

!+~nicipality of Baker Lake, since spring of 1988 has been considering the nomination of these
F!CLcdTc  ‘6LaC3@rDc, DAW 1 9 8 8 - r  Ara’ m A/LCDCLC  Arawva’b~n’  Cdm\C  d’ w &Cm’J

Pivers to the Canadian Heritage Rivers System.
Cd~% bmcr  A’d~~<brfl+dsc  d’-’ Arflar’ r’ .

This system recognizes rivers in Canada that are outstanding in terms of cultural and natural
Cda Ac-flar e AcC’b/#L’ LC Cdu\ dlub  baCr a2?1aA’b/Lc<b3g.b Ac&J3%Cab aL Cda\c
heritage and have recreational potential.
A’dn3’b>/Araub dL AC’bL’ >a CLdu’~ A~Ja&l -c ~<’L+cb A/’’_Jcr’ .

Kzzan River area has been extensively used and occupied by people from bath Eskimo Point and
c’ a Kazan River d b @~b~L+/~~Lc ~ &r$~~bX cda!~ A=, ~C cLAc+ ~AW a,-w.’xr
Bzker Lake as their camp sites and used it as hunting and fishing area.
~ub~bAD%b> L’bAADC<~L’b>u A’bca’ ADCL’’Jcr.

p~ . Murray, at this time is working in Bakez Lake for few months educating people in regards
r~c _IrI, Lac+b Ac_fI’ Lc ‘bLuc3d’I_ C’Pub dI_/Y3mub Ac-a+brIC/<>a  AD) # CLda\ dta’ .
to these rivers.

●

?arks Canada does not really ccntrol the tivers; it still belong to whoever it belongs to and
Cda AQ’ DC T’JA.’’,)<  A’ flJl_’u~QAb  /l_’TLC CLdcr~ di ~b ; AT5D#!_’ Lr’c CAdn\  Ar!=OcD’b3nc  qL
does not change ownership. Both Thelon and Kazan Rivers are also not part of National Parks.
Ar>Du’L a#a’.lc’/LTLc . Cdab cl’ r’ Thelon a Kazan d’~c AGD#LT’l_’ la’ Cd~’L  l_~.lA<b# At -c .

lGovernment of the N.W.T. can only protect only about one to two M.lometers  from the Rivers
L<’LdC  =ac~a~ r  rau~b/-4=a~ LC a~o~<  T’ O~JUc  l-?’ Ub bcr3’ac fIP~J Cda’Lc  d’ac

not to locate any new development .
AcC’”Pc#CAr2nb QCub A+JC’  <>’ m’b<~  .

:suncillor asked what ac?ve.ntage  would be f~r the pCOple of Esktio Point.
6nL~ @ifI<<b /aub AC’bJL’ L~.c cda~~ ,AaJ ~C @ A.:< rqnc .

-y.= . Murray replied there may be nothing really except for the elders who used the area
T’C JfI D’b=D<8]Cb  /aCCb=TL~J<b  f~a= (_da AaA~ Aa>~bAc  <J<.c/C.~C  ~Lrb A=Cdrl~<6<bn~C

traditionally and the hunters and the outfitters. The people here should not expect any majcx
~dq~ L’bA+’3c  qLc> ‘b<~acrb Lb.++boc  I ‘bAC’b~=rc . ~dfJ ADAC C!_&/D’bJc mflPr@bYI_a<b~C
:hanges.

<C.,><b;,b  L,rb
. .  . . / 2

~
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Hunters & Trappers Association
ESKIMO POINT, N.W.T.  X(2C OEO

March  3 1 ,  1 9 8 9

David Simailak
Mayor, Baker Lake
Baker Lake, NT
XOC OAO

Dear Mr. Simailak

The Hunters and Trappers Association is in support
of the nomination the the Thelon and Kazan Rivers
to the Canadian Heritage Rivers System.

We recognizethese r+vers are outstanding in terms of cultural
and natural heritage and have recreational potential.

Sincerely,

d’4A24f&&’
Pres-ident HTA

Cc. David Murray



.,
,  TUNGAVIK  FEDEIUWN  OF P&wvur

10 May 1990

Nunavut Land Claims
Suite 800 ..
130  Slater Street
Ottawa, Ontario
K1P6E2
(613) 238-1096
Fax (613) 238-4131

Gordon Wray
Minister of Economic Development
and Tourism
Government of the Northwest Territories
Yellowknife, NWT

Dear Mr. Wray;

The Tungavik Federation of Nunavut (TFN) is pleased to join
the community of Baker Lake in supporting the nomination of the
Kazan and Thelon rivers as Heritage rivers of the Canadian Heritage
Ri#er System (CHRS), subject to the concerns discussed below.

We have reviewed the draft management plans for the Thelon and
Kazan rivers. These plans were presented to TFN on 11 April 1990
by Dave Murray, an official of your department. The appreciation
shown for Inuit culture by recognizing human heritage values as
well as the particular natural significance of these rivers is
commendable.

I would like to remind you that the Agreement-in-Principle
(AIP) between TFN and the Federal Government states that no
conservation area (which includes CHRS rivers) may be established
in the Nunavut Settlement Area prior to the Final Agreement coming
into force or at such other time as may be mutually agreeable to
the parties (Article 9.3.1). Furthermore, Article 9 expressly
outlines the responsibilities and obligations of the parties with
respect to the management of these areas.

Accordingly, our support for the designation of the Thelon and
Kazan rivers as Heritage rivers is contingent on the following
factors:

o in accordance with the AIP, the nomination
will not prevent Inuit from selecting these
Settlement Lands;

and designation
areas as Inuit

o the proposed management plan is an interim regime which will
be reviewed when the Final Agreement is ratified in order to ensure
it is consistent with the provisions of the Agreement;

o the involvement and support of the community of Arviat and
Arviat Inuit land use must be included in these initiatives;

. . . . .**



David Murray
H e r i t a g e  R i v e r s  P r o j e c t
D e p t . o f  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t
T o u r i s m

G o v e r n m e n t  o f  N.W.T.
B a k e r  Lake,N.W.T.

X o c  090

. . .

Telephone 819-793.2874

BAKER LAKE,N.W.T.
XOC OAO

M a r c h  2 S , 1 9 9 0

R e : D r a f t  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n  f o r  Thelon a n d  Kazan River,N.W.T.

T h e  H a m l e t  C o u n c i l  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  a b o v e  p l a n s  at the i r
meet ing  March  28 ,1990 . I  w i s h  t o  a d v i s e  y o u  t h a t  C o u n c i l  g a v e
t h e i r  s u p p o r t  t o  b o t h  d r a f t  p l a n s .

T h a n k  ycu.
. .

Y o u r s  t r u l y ,

Garry S m i t h
Mayor



APPENDIX C

ACTS AND REGULATIONS ADMINISTERED BY DIAND

Territorial Lands Act

The Territorial Lands Act is administered by DIAND. Under the
act a lease is required for long term uses of the land. Such uses
would include mines, tourist establishments, recreation, and
airstrips. The Territorial Land Use Regulations are established
under this act.

Territorial Land Use Regulations

The Territorial Land Use Regulations are administered by DIAND.
Under these regulations, ,.a permit 1s required for land use activities
which require over 50 kilograms of explosives, or a vehicle over 5
tonnes, or drilling equipment over 500 kilograms, or campsite
occupied by 2 or more people for over 100 man  days, or the
construction of a line, trail or right of way over 1.5 metres wide.

Any such activity must apply for a permit, and the permit is
reviewed by members of the Land Use Advisory Committee, DIAND
District Office, community groups, Hunter and Trapper Associations,
and other special interest groups. Tungavik Federation of Nunavut
and the Dene/Metis, and in the Keewatin, the Keewatin Regional
Council, the Keewatin Inuit Association and the Keewatin Wildlife
Federation are consulted, as is GNWT Renewable Resources. The
division of Tourism and Parks, Department of Economic Development and
Tourism, GNWT will request to be consulted by applying to the
Regional Manager of Land Resources of the Northern Affairs Program
of DIAND.

The Land Use Engineer has the final say as to the conditions
placed on a land use permit.

In addition to the land use regulations, there are specific
terms and conditions regarding construction of access roads and
trails, and for quarrying activities. These are quite comprehensive,
and although they are called guidelines, if they are built into the
land use permit, they must be strictly adhered to. Otherwise, the
operation may be shut down, and/or heavy fines may be levied.

The Northern Inland Waters Act

The Northern Inland Waters Act and regulations provide for the
conservation, development and use of the water resources of the
Northwest Territories, and for the establishment of Water Boards to
licence all such water usage and waste disposal.
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