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Muskox management in the Notiweer Tsrtimries is M in
ita_&rc* focuacd  onthestmusof mltSkOxpopu-
Iations  and tbejr ability to wrdurand  harvesting, Management
decisiom are guided by dre demand for muskox harvcats  and
@ avWty of -a. Syetatnati sums have bcsn con-
ducted of nmer muskox  populatiorre in rftc Nortbweet  Tern-
toti sjthougb  some. such as those on h arctic islands, are
outdated,
Hc~ we doecribe nine mualmx  “pqndadona”  In rbe Noti-

\~.m.Hfies. .4s ~ on the dlstib.!tton and
lrtiva~ m’  U.-A* M-a,  tic  atioil  -df t h e s e

~isradterarbiq.  ~
- The oxiddng  quore  eystarrs was et~ in 1982. nc

management amu were baaed on b ~ mtrskr)x dis-
triburiors dets available and the community hwting areas.
Quotas wcrc-matnly ondtedemsusd forsnuskoxcnend
have been revised peri-y since 1982 se a rmdt of new
infosmetion and requeste tim dre Hunters’ @ Trnppers’
Aaaooiadone  (WAS).  Quot4u am ~ to Conumsaity
HTA: for spaoific Muskox M~-. some have
sex reetrietiona  while odtara,  mostly chose with expanding
~tions, do not. Soma quotas are filled rc~ly and
mcraaam iu eke ~etibe @ while -rs have never
k U*,

Banka 3SW
SW

The muskox popdmion on f3anks Island has increesad
dmtruuically sioco b 195CYB, when * wem ordy sporedic
sightings (Vincent end Gunn 1981), to en ~ -on
of 27500 ~ ~ (~~y lW (~ *C aiA9i36)
(Pig. 2; the legend tir all maps is shown in Fig. l). The popu-
lation has commued  to increase since 198S, however. as a
slower rate m, McLean. personal communicadnn),  ~
by a decline in ptivj~ in 1987,  Studies in 1986 and 1987
bve  revdcd  ~rolated  tnorudi~.

Mamagm
IMwkox Mastcgesnenr  h B1/1 covers W of Banks Mand.

The - for tie area is 2000 rousknx/yw  with no age or sex
re*tions. It was ~ itI 19S1, foUowing sys~tsc surveys
by Vincent @ Gurm (1981), wish the intent ot’ slowing or
halting the ~atjon mcreasa to avoid possible damage to the
range. The aonuai  harvcat hes never exoccdcd 500 erdmels end
is uaUy bcrween  2GU end 300. It is rearneted to $oUthern
Banks I$lesrd even though tie major concentradons  of
muakoxess  are ID tie noti. The hmest haa therefore bed Iitda
8* on the population.

w

a1262*553 Population estlmatc * s.E.
I I /85a Oat. of survey, tlonth/Year

Type of survey (See 8elow)

a Systematic transect survey
b Systematic block survey
c Unsystematic reconnaissance survey
d Total  count
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FIG. 3, The  Mu6kox  ManaPrrt Areaa. querae. and -n ~ for VIeroria U. N.W.T.

Vletoria Isdsnd
Smrshr

The northwut,  southwest. and SOuti ~rttons of Vic-
toria IAM wem iast surveyed in 1983 (Jiogfom 1984, 1985:
P@ie  1984), The ted population estimate fir these sreae Wae
11020 ~ 650 (SE) ~ig, 3), Com@on data ittdieadng high
productivity and calf aurv!vrtl  suggeet that the poptdation  is
inerossing.

Mqenrenr
The eumt  Muskox ,Msnsgemctrt Areas and quotas were

established in 1984. None of the quotas has been dlled.  How-
ever, the number harveszed  increased from 157 to 243 from
1985-1986 to 1986-1987. an inereaaa of 55%. and the
demand is expeered to rise again in i987.  The harvest in con-
centrated around Holman  and Cambridge Bay (areas 5/2-2
and B/24), The quora tor area 0/2-3 b not used re~ly
beeause it requires a long snowmobile journey ~om Cm-
bridge Bay. Muskox harvested in the area are usually  taken by
polar bear hunters. The quora in area B/2-1 was intended  for
use by Coppermine  hunters who have an outpost camp there
but it is now also being used by hunters travailing direcdy

from Coppemmte. Aa the current qurrtaa  are only 1.9% of tha
1983 po~on  they mti Iiksly be inerGaacd.

North*X&ks
SW
Them~~* t h e  DO* f3raar

Bear lake area (2020 ● 560 (Srn) is b Msroh 1983 (CASG
and Poole 1985) (Pig, 4), The won was mrtsidared
stable tcm’een 1930 and 1983 and $Ubeequem  Observations
suggest that it hsa remained so (E. Mc~. -W com-
murdcation)+ Caae and Poole (1985) fod high donaity araaa
-nd Falla.ize and Deleaae lakes, Broek River, and Stopover
-, Muakox  in this loGality frequent - areas and wam
browning on dwarf bimh (Barrr&J  g~) during the winter
of 1983 (Case and Poole 198S).
Mmgemr

Only 5-10 animala have been taken smrruAUy  from Parrla-
rrtk’a  quota over the past 3 years, with 3-5 of tftem being
killed by SPR hunters (B. Mcf.oan, peraorrai Gornrnurtieation),
Moat of the hunting wcurs southwest of Parrlamk and on Parry
Perrinerda.  Tu~ has not traod its quota since it was

-. -.,. . . — . . ..—
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established in 19$S (B. MCLCUOt perao~ *~nic*nJ. The Coppamdne  HTA is involved in ouefi~ nom’aaidant
Huntora hm Fort Good Hupe and ColviUe Lake are mter- huntem  and offers a combittadon hunt for muakox, cartbou,
eat6din amuakox quota in fhatm. and -V bear, The _ is co~ in the Rae-

~n ValleY between November and March. me

staluJ
W populadon  wax aatimated at 129S + 279 (SE) in March

1983, ittditig  tit it had ~ by 49% sinm 1980 (Q
and Poole 19M (Fig. 5). An attem~  -ey m AUW 1987
waa thwarad  by tie acii~  diatribudnn of he muelroxen.
The propomon  of caiva and Yearling$  in the  m~~ti~  w-
low in August 1987, so further inc~ in tie PO-on arc
urdikc.ly untd cti survival or producdon mcreaaea.

,wa?mg#mm
The d-d for muskox  is Mgb 10 Ms area. ~e quota of

35 -oxen set in 1983 wee uaad conaiatemly. It w-
incraaaed to 50 in 1986 and again w filled completely.
Anmhcr -W III tie quote haa bn re~@d for ~997

.-

Da-nt of Rawwable  R~ Wouidlikcto  acean
ex~lon of the muaknx  -on aut of CopparmiM River
d aoutb to- Diaroal  Lakea.

cm ~
Stm

mO * SySta@C  lnUakOX SUN~~  Of tiO area around
Bahurat Inlet ~ Contwoytn Lake waa conducted h 1986 aod
dm -don waa aedmati at 3408 + 404 (SE) (G~’)
(Pig. 6).

Muakoxen  were diambutad  cbroughout the area. with some

‘Gum.  A, A~ d dhbution  of nmekex  on tie central
~. ~. h4mu8cript  in PreperadmI.

—
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FIa. 7. The MtioK  Muugemam Ames. quotas. and -oft -alma@ for the Quaen Maud Otdf area and ~ ~, N.W.T.

ccmcettuatiotta in tie area of the Burttaide and Hood rlvera.
Reports by hunters and gaolo~ suggest m tbe muakoxen
have ~ slowly spreading through tic area since ths 1970’s.
The pmposuon  of calves I 12.2%) suggests that the -on
is ~g.
Mmsagemrnr

The quota for Bathurst Irdet - Bay Cflimo wss incmaaed
from 10 b 30 in F/2- I as a ~~M86mwev,  Mwekox
Mxgement Area F12.2  WttS  also eat$bliahed  h 1986 and a
quotx  of 20 ntuskox for the srea was dtited to Co~,
me low quoraa  ( 1.5 %} are expaoted co allow the *tion
to continue to inomaaa  axd to exe into unwed habitat  to the
wear and aoutnweat  and to augrnem  poptiriona  to ~e aouttt.

QUOSWS Mnttd Gti ettd ~ m~
SIm

Gurm rmd Csae (lY~} estimsued the population at S53S k
1381 (SE) in this era tH/1-l and H/1-3) in 1982 (Fig. 7), It
has been ex~ding  to the muds and east (Gumt et d. 1984)
and rnuakoxcn em now found as far east as Adelaide peninsula
and Chantray  Inlet. The stems of the muakox is unkrmwtr
bcnvecn G- L* snd TheIon River (H/1-4) but fifirma-
tion  from caribou tivtnpgrowd surveys irrdic~ low &nai-
ties. The cutit SW in the Thelon (3arrte SanCntety  1s also

ukwn: however. the pop- is likely smbie or only
~taeaittg aiowiy, m be tje~ty of ~~ (wo~vw ~
gnszly bears) is reI*tively high,

Mmgwlse?u
~ Muakox Management Ames and qu- for the Queen

Maud Gldf fH/I-1, H/1-3, d H/14) W* eatebltahed  in
197&*~vwsd~  a ayateamdc  aetiel-survey an 1982
(Gumt and Caaa 1984). - H/1.2 and the P of 10 were
cStab~  in 1985 to ersab~ ~~ Ha- h- w @mt
muakox during& auntmer travels along tbe coeat, In ‘198T
PeUy Bay aod S- Bey were given a quota of five
muakoxen each in area H/l-l lo response to their -t
requests. The quota ~r the emttrai  ~ (J/1-1) wee e.sti
liahed in 1983 and was ~ in 198S  Ss a rsmdt of tfte
1985 SUW~  by Case end Oraf (1986). only Baker Lake regu-
larly fills lt$ quotaa, The manag-  emu am remote from
the other communidos  witi quouts. idtbougb hunters from
Rsnkie ~Ot and &kiMO  hint  hVC  tl’XVefiOd  to H/1-3  to har-
VM  “inuakox under the Keewatio WilM  Federation quota
(R. Toews. pa- commttnieatiort).  Hunters from Cant-
btidge Bay increeaiogly travel m dra western paSS of tsrea
H/l. 1 to grddc nonresident muakox  hunters. Gjoa Haven
hunters mostly harvest in che ersamtn part of H/l-l onw the
quota in H/1-2 is used.
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FIQ.  The-x Murag~nt  Areae, ~, and poputatbn
esttmstas  for PrIW of Wstes Idend,  N. W,T.

FrfItceofw81sYw .
Stw

The current status of muxfroxen  on ~ of Wsles Islaod
is not elm. as rfte last systentade survey was conducted in
1980 when Gurm and Decker (1984) estimated that 1126 *
276 (SE) muskoxen were presmst (Fig. 8). Htmters have not
repnti any evideoce  of a dcoline sin= then. In 1980,  most
of the smsskoxen  were on the eastern si& of tfts island witfs
otdy scattered groups m rfke 9omJt.

‘Wassagmt
The initial quotas for the island set in 19S2 were 6 for Re~

lute and 3 for Spence Bay, The Reatsiute quota WM in~ed
to 12 in 1983 and tie Spe~  Bay quota, to S in 1987. Hutttere
from Reasslute regularly ~ tiqueta~ mndoct som (3-5)
otitdng of nottreaidem hunters. Spance Bay has never used
lts quota aa it is too far to go for 3 muskoxen and travel condi-
tions to the island are poor, The quo~ incrwue to 5 animais
was to make rite trip from Spersoe Bay w~whiJe. The low
quota (1.5% of the 19S0 poptdttdon)  reflcots the n~ to be
conservative. as weadter-mlated ffuctttatioos in productivity
md motity are rypicei of erti islead populations.

Ell~ assd Devonw
stotm9

The current status of muskoxen on Eticre Island is
unknown. as there tive been no systematic surveys sine
Riewe  ( 1973) estimated that thsra were 1120 animals on
Bjournc Peninsula (A/1-1) in, 1973 (Fig. 9). Evidertoe fium
other arctic islands suggest tftat tie poprsledon woutd have
incrcaaad  ody  siighdy sim rhe!s, Obmmions  Qf muskoxan
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on mrthem Devon Isbd fnti that rJto population may
have declined sirscc 19M to my 6S ardmala  (D. L, Pattie, P
sorsai commurtiution). Before 19* the Pts-n had been
re&tive~ stabla u around 140.

Mswsog~
The quotas for E-re and Devon ulaods were ser in

1981, wirls the -on of h Arctic Bay quota which wae
established in 1986. The ordy one rhist  is used to any extent is
Grise HOt’d’$ quota of 18 fn A/l-1. Some of rhfs h used by
nonreaidant hunters O- by the Grfae Fiord HTA.
.M*xcss-are  rare imuiaq M-z *aaidrml M.
Travel condttiorta across Jo- Souttd to A/1-3 on Devon
Island are ohen poor so this quota is only fled every 2-3
Years. The Rmittte quti  on Devon M bae never beers
used becsuse  ice canditiosts  in WeUington  Chanrtel  prevent
Resolute homers  from ntakisIg  ttse jountay. ~a quota ~tab.
li~ for Arctic Bay is not expected to k used oh, w rhe
ice in titer Sorsrtd is *y good enough to e~
tmveI,

MeivUla  W
Sth

Melvitle  Islattd was swey~ in 19s7  W~ he Wx

popu~on was esdmated  at S500 animals (F. Mifler, personal
commumcadon)  (Fig. 10). Tfte popufadon  is probably increas.
ittg slowly. Bdey Point on Melville Island is ~
muakox  retigium for the Am Islands (TttOmtss et al. 198 I)R

.- —.. -..
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