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11 When tanning  hides for furs. select a :hick,  gooc!-lo~kicg

fur to begin ~ith, for il wiil  iook no betrcr  afrer  it is ~anned.
. . . Be careful.

too. no[ to c!zrnzge or discolor the hair  in (h: skinning  or
fkhing processes. .\nd don’~ forget. bark :annicg  (which gi~m
leather i[s typical brown,  “lemh:ry” color)  also will  give ~he
fur an undasiiable  brown, [eathery  color.  . . .

These are the 12 SIcps necessary to tan skins for fur:

1 .  Skinning [he animal 7. Fleshing the hide

2. stretching  !heskin 8. Tanningthc hide

3. Cleaning [he fur 9. Rinsing

4. Sa([ing {he hide

S. Storing ttrejkin II. Cleaning [he fur

6. soaking  [he  hide 12. Finishing

Those arc (he SICUS.  lShen  you have follclved  (l]em all. I
through 12, yOIJ sho  II!d  have a soft, bcau(iru!,  [anncd fur for

your effor:’..  . \

.
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how carcfuiiy  you fo!lo’.i [hc rcrmainir::  11 $:cps.

STIU’ 2: STRETCIIING , .

To keep the skin rrom curling and shriveling as it coo%,

invert it on a drying  frame, flesh side out, stretched jus[ enough
to keep it from i~’rinkling }vithout  stre[chirrg  it OUI  of shape.

If you have no drying frame,  s[it the hide UP {he middle

of (he belly and lay [he skin OUI flat, hair side up, puiling it out
taut, on a board or piece of ply~~ood large  enco~h  IO hold i[s

full lcnglh and !~idtll. L!sing small  ‘ornds. naii {he left side of
the skin [o  [hc board,  stfirting  al [hc rnidcilc and poin(irrg Ihc ●

front legs ror\~ard and (he back legs backt~ard,  5UI \~i(hou[
stretching [he skin in any\+ay.  , . .

NOW nail [IIC rigll[ side of [hc skin, keeping lhe nails c\acIly

in line i~ith (hc o[hcr side and Keeping [hc skin Ia(I(  bu[ no(

strained al toy poin[.
T h i s  mcillod has [hc sdvan[age  of [~cing  i n e x p e n s i v e .  e v e n

if several skim need io be strc[chcd a[ onc time. [[ c~n be done

very qtlickly once YOLI gcI Ihc knack of knowing wilcn [he skin
is s[rclchcd  just [igh[ enough. . . .
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STL;P 4: S,4LT[SG

Sprcac! [h:  par:ia;l}  ti:ixi  hide out fial, flesh .s~de up.  If you

did nol slit  the skin  dolvn [he belly for s[rc[ching,  yOLI  r-nay  need
(o do so now in order 10 lay ii flat. Pour one pound of salt for
every pound of hide, in ih~  middle  of the skin and begin rub-

bing the sa!i in. v.ork~ns  from  (he ccnter(o  [he oulcr  ed~cs of
the skin. Cover every inch of [hc skin, but be careful no[ (o gel
salt on (he fur side. [f you are starting with a small ski II which
weighs ICSS than one pound. it is sufficiently accurale 10 figure
[WO cups of salt  IO [he pound. which means ycu could use one

cup ofsai( for a one-half pound PCIL.
When all  [I-e salt  is rubbed in WC II. fold [he skin in half,  flesh

sides togc[her,  ”then roll up the fur and place on a sloping sur-

face (such as a drain board) so (hcsa[t  soiu(ion lvill drain  OU[
of (hc pel[ as it forms.

Af[er [hirty-six hours.  unrol l  [hc skin, shake OU[  [hc old salt, 9
lay (he skin fla[, (lcsh side UP,  and rcsal(  i(. again using a( least
one pound of sait for coch pound of hide. RtIIJ  i( in \vc[l, roil up
as before and SC[ [o diain  again.

After  forty-eight hours,  spread [he h;dc OUI  fia[ and Ic: dry

in a cool, airy place away from hczt and OUL  of [he sun.

STEJ’  5: STORAGE

The hide is now sal[cd ~.nd is called a “green hide” or a
“~rccn  salted hide. ” 1[ n]ay bc (anncd ilnmcdiatcly  or i[ may

be hcid [hrcc [o fivc rncn(lls Wi[llo(l[  damage  before [arming i(.

T!lis is par[icuiar[y  con\ e:licn( for holding $kins  o~cr (hrouqll
cold ~~ca[hcr or until ~c~c:al Sk. IIIS have been CC II CCICCI  10 bc
[anncd al onc lilllc.  S7. IIKI  I)idcs  \vIll no[ k.ccp \\cl I Ihro{:g!l.,.
w a r m  \vca Ll; cr ond sl)ollld no[ be I(lo’+cd [0 flCCZC ,ilur bC ~~i)~
near heal. /\ I]oidillg  [cm~cra[ure  of 35 [o 45 d~+;ccs is best.

.*
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A. Vegetable Tanning.  This is [he oldest of all lanning
methods. Oid-t;me !anners soaked hides six mon!hs or more
in vats of crushed, wet oak bark, un[il the hides were suffi-

ciently tanned. . . .

LaLer  it was  discovered that  other borks — especially bark
from sumac, hemlock. mimosa and chestnut  [rces (and galls
c a u s e d  by insect biles on [hcse  (recs) — aiso are rich in the _
tannin \\hich  prcsmcs the hides.

Vegc(able [.rinnin soiu[ioms inav IJC made by grinding [rcc

b a r k .  lcavcs  or [hc WOOCI  O( [hose [rccs ccrn[aini[]g  (annin.
Small furs may be [a~ncd in solutions msde O( Ica !cav.es,
w h i c h  a r c  rich in t~nnin.  Tannin  es[racIs  also arc svailabie

commerc~a[fy.

Vcgctablc  [annin  is no( :\:itablc ror ( a r m i n g  fur trccau$c  i[

stains [Ix  fur. It niso is hy far (he mcs( (ilne-consurning rrrct!md.

but many Ianners  bciimc i( pruduces  a superior, long.la~[illg >!,”””
Iea(her. .“;

>.’”
, I .?+

.,4

a n d  m e r e  cnrc  (Ilnn ~csclabic proccsscs.  II i< a!hIn~I impos-

sible (o “ovcrt:n” a hide \\i[h Il\C bark (?nnill~.r,r!c:lled,  yet

.
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O l d - l i m e  lr?ppcrs prolcclcd  [hcm f r o m  inwcts  ancl vcrmirr  by

sprinkling the salted hides wi(h arsenic as IIIcy s[aclcd  :hcm.

one hide on top of znoillcr, in a cold corner of [hc cobin.
Skins also ma:; be <iorcd  by drying [hcm OU[ col~]pi~icly  in

a cool, llcll-~cn[ila[cd place. ~ul!:; -c!ricd skins \vi!l  kccr ncil
.
“ through u~rrn  i~cathcr,  but [hc furs [end [0 J::eriora!:.  A  c!:icd

s L i n  Ihal  lIa S been ~i~rcd  k biiillc  and  must bc [l~crou~l~ly
soaked  in clczr  \virtcr  until  it has  sof(cncd b e f o r e  i! con be
blanc!icc!  or folclcd.

(x~[e:  [f yeu  .,ish (o [an a ~rcsh  :;in  !T.:vcdiaIC!Y  .?cc! ‘\~Ih-

ou[ sloling  il, }OU may skip  [!lc sal!i:lg pro~css  and  illslcad
soak  the  skin six 10 cigh: hcwrs  in sal[ \\a(er  — onc CUP  oi $011

to each gzllon of lia~m,  soft \vaicr. ThcrI procccci  \~~ih S[C~  7.)

Prepare a soaking solution of one ounce of borax for each

gallon of \varm,  soft ~va[cr.  Soak [he hide in [his un[il  the
flesh and (issl.]es  have !ooscfied. Hti~ an a:i:aior-type ~’:?sFiing

machine not only is a time- and labor-saver, ‘out it produces a

better product. [M gentle agitalion  action soaks and softens
the skin quickly, and speed is impor[ant  to avoid over-soaking

the skin and loosening Lhe  hair. If hides are soaked in a pan
or barrel, stir and \vork them lvi(h [he hands or a padcilc  occa-

sionally. Four to cigllt hours should be $ufficicnt.

STEP 7: FI.!XIIIXG
>

.

As soon as [he skin ;S ~of[cil~d  and {he fat and flesh are
Ioosencd, lay Ihe hide across a fleshing beam or on a fla[ ~ur-
face, fur side down. Now scrape [he flesh side \vi[h a fleshing
tool ora bu[chcr knife (o rcmo~e ail rcm:ining  bi[s of ia[ and
flesh. For the [anniilg solit:iGn  [o pcnctralc  I!Ie hide, it is cSscn-

tial [o rcmo~c  [hc [igh[ Iaycr of membrane ~.vhich  complmc!y
covers [he fleshy side of [hc hide , ~nd which is like [hc [ough

membrnnc (hat !ines [hc injide  oian c:gshe!l.  This mcmkrrane

must be completely rcmo~cd 10 uncover IIle sof(, charrlois-like
underside of [he skin so it can be pcncl:alcd  by the !:nning
SO!,jtion.  If i( is Icf[ on, [hc mcrnbranc  ivi;i pucker  arrc!  [igh!cn,

forming a harcl, sliff ou(cr layer.
During  [his xraping  process.  bc very c~rcful  :10( [o cut

or gcugc [IIC ski TI or CU( so deeply as [o cx~o~c IIIC hnir roots.
E a s y  d o t s  it. Scr3pc (}Ic flesh fide of II]c I)idc,  j\i:tl 1011:,
swooping  ftrokcs in a rc~!.:iar r:l>lll[l] T!lis is 3 :IIllc-tLTnsLlllli:l$

(ask  and silould not be hurried. TIIC  q~l~ii!y  of [ll~~ni<!]cd  fur
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it is v e r y  C.?s:f  [0 rlrin a iliJc  by Iczving ii (00  lcn~ in  the

chrome or acid wrlil[ions.
F o r  (his rc::son. i[ is impor[an(  [or [hc no~icc ICI icnd tlIc

direction’  carcfu!ly  and [o folio~v [hcm c.sac[ly,  c~cn if [here

s e e m s  [o bc no r e a s o n  for $uch dclail.  II is impor:an(,  for
ins[ancc. 10 ‘cc ccr13in retry  [race of (Ilc chcrmcr  Il is rcnio~cd
by careful v~~sh,ing,  in order IO s[op (I1c [~~nii~g pTCKCS< ~1

ll!c right [i;nc. ()[hc;~t;<c , !1]? Troccss  will  con[in{lc un!il  t h e

hide is ruificc!.

C. Oil l_st.,ni[lq.  Prc<tr\ing  IIIC hide by oiiing is not (nnnin~

in [hc strict  sense. btt[ i[ is inclucicd here m an al(crna:i~e
mc:hod.  It is not used .l:i(h f’.lrs. .  .

D .  Tanning  Ccml)ina(ioms. There are ~c~cral procedures

(hat combine (IVO or more of the above tonning me[hods or
one of (hcsc ~ith ano(her $tcp aclded. Indian buckskin :anning
is an example of oil :arinins pius [he added sIcp of smoking

the hide. . .
Some of (he recommended methods of [arming furs are

listed . . ~ under Formulas.
Now a@Y the Test for Tanning (below) and if it shows

the tanning process is completed, resume ~vi[h Slep 9.

Test for Tanning

When the hide has been seeking in [hc [arming soluricn [he

minimuin  length  of [imc called ior in [he irlslruc[ions,  CIIL a

small slice of s k i n  frc,m [he ecigc qnd examine  i~. If [hc piccc

s h o w  ~he same co lor  all [hc ~!a~ ;I_rroush, without a Iishtcr
Iaycrin the middle, (IIC [arming process probably  is complcIc.

T O make ~urc, drop (IIC small piccc ill a SIXJII  pan of boi[ing
water and boil i~ about five minu[es. ~< piece of fiidc that is

incomplc[c!y  t~nncd will c~lrl LIP and harden. Boiling will no[
affect a \vell-[anncd  piece ofllidc.

If [he piece curls up and becomes rubbery, rc[urn LI.,C hide

10 the fanning solution and ICI il ~oak,  s[irring  i( occ~sionally,
a fcw da)”s more. (hen rcpcn[ II)C ~snning [est.

Ligllt\~cigirt  or [Ilinncr Ilidcs  nlay vc !onnccl in a shor[cr Iimc
and ~vill require SIIIIIICT amo(rn(s  of {nnning solu(ion th~n (hc
heavier hides of Iargcr or older nnimzis.

.,.

.,.

.,
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STEP  9: I; I,SSI,KG

\\’asi-I 011[  nny (arming scl!l(ion  Icf[ in !hc llidc by rill.sing  it

in a so!~l[iorl  flladc by di.s:ol~i[lg oric pound of borax in c,. cry

gallon  of\\a!er.  Rinse I!IC <kin in i~.is ~ol’.:ticn  for  !cn minulcs,

sliirj~~ and \+orking  ![ ‘.vi!h :I,c hands [o mfi~c s~)re [Ac borax
v.’a[ei  rcrnoves  all tannins  ~ni[llion.  /\ flcr lcn rninulcs. iin$e

[hcs kin in several  chanccsoiclcar,  soft ~laicr.  .

STF.  P 10: SOI;T~~i~G

Saticc7c  l!l C ~$~!CT  G’J[ 0[ [11: Skin anti lay il Ilot, f!r<!l  lidc

up. 1~’crk oker (I7C ~L:n ‘.\ilk 2 ~iickcr 10 rc:::oic  mc$: or :ht
‘:.a:cr.  ‘.$cr~in~ from !ht :27::7. p.;;llillg  (!-I:  :;i:;.cr  :\:l:; fr~m

yoL and *.\ori.ing o~cr ctcry  incil Or :ns $L in. Si; CIC!i  itl C

skintaut.  lacking  it dov:n  as ti,:scrihcd , . . and apply

a [bin coaling of ncal’s foo[ or cas(or  oil. Leave the skin
stre(ched  in a cool, dry place, OUI  of [he .s~ln  and away from
hea[. until it is almosl dry.

\\’bile it is s(ill just da,mp. take up [he ~kiri  and work the
flesh side O( [hc fur over a stake  or any rigici  wooden surface.
Work it vigoro~]sly back and for[h  in a rc:ular.  r!l}lhrnic ac[ion,

as though you ~\cre  ~(t[iin~  a hig!l polish on yollr fa~ori[e pair
of shoes.  This is hard ~~,ork and requires  qtlile  a bit of musc!e
power, hu[ the supplcI:css  of the finisllcd  f~lr piece ,vi!l cicpcnd

on the amo~ln! of energy expended a[ [his point.  AS [he fur
begins 10 dry. il may havc [o oc rc-dampened rcpc~[cdly  before
thcsof[cning  process is complc[cd.

,,
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(Note: Double  or tr!p[c  rccij~es
Ifncedcd  to corer szvcrai  or [qrge furs.)
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A METHOD FOR DRESSING SEAL SKINS AT HOME

Equipment Required:

Tank: Size depends on quantities of skin to be dressed (plastic tub or old
enamel bath tub--do not use galvanized tubs).

Tumbling Drum: Minimum size 3’ dia. X 4’ turning at 40rpm.

Fleshing beam: 2 X 4 five feet long rounded

Scraper: 12” blade with handle at each end.

Wood rasp: 10 OF 12”

Materials

Nests foot oil Coarse salt
Potash Alum “ Sunlight soap

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

and sanded smooth on one side.

Not sharp enough to cut skin.

Soften dried skins in salt water for one day
1 lb. salt to 5 gals. water.

Scrape to remove any dried oil and flesh. If any remains itwill appear
as a hard spot on the finished skin. ‘1
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Prepare tanning solution of at least 10 gallons
1 lb. alum and 1 lb. salt to 4 gals. water
salt will disolve  rore quickly if water is warmed.

J’,
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After solution has cooled, add the skin. Allow the skin to soak for
about 1 week. Stir occas ionaly. It is better to leave the skin too
long than to take it out prematurely.

After one week remove the skin. Wash it thoroughly with sunlight soap
and rinse in clean water.

Stretch the skin flat on a 2 X 4 frame and cover the entire surface of
the flesh side with fine salt.

Stand to dry in the shade.

Erect a 2 X 4 beam five feet long.

. . . /2.,.


