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* When tanning hides for furs. select a thick, good-loaking

fur to baginwith, for it williook no better afierit is tanned.

... Be careful.

too. nottiodamage or discolor the hair in theskinninz or

fleshing processes. Anddon't forget. bark :anning (which gives

leather its typical brown,‘‘leathery’’ color) also will give the
fur an undesirable brown, leathery color. . ..

These are the 12steps necessary totan skins for fur:
1 . Skinning the animal 7. Fleshing the hide

2. Stretching the skin 8. Tanning the hide

3. Cleaning [he fur 9. Rinsing

4. Salting the hide 10. Softening th2 skin

S. Storing the skin Il. Cleaning thefur

6.Soaking the hide 12. Finishing

Those arc thesteps. When you have followed themall, |
through 12, youshouldtzvea soft, beautiful,tanncd fur for

your efforts. . \

. Steps to Tanning Furs
STEP 1: SKINNING . ‘

The first — and onc of the most impariant <eps in suc-

cossful tannina — s <hinaing the ammai. 17 the inning hoife

is used too ¢losce 1o the shin, the hide may be gocyed aor torn,
making it of infcrior guality or possibly worthiess no matter
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how carcfully voufollowtheremaining 11 steps.

However, if the knifc is not used closzsiy ¢nough, the hide
will have slabs of fat and ficsh clinging o it, making the flesh-
ing process doubly difficult.

Only practice will make you expert at skinning, but the
judicious use of 2 goad shinping knife and the fellowing sug-
gestions should heip:

Smail animais suzh as beaver. raccoon, apposum, muskrat,
fox and mink shouid be skinned by cutiing the skin across

L

sheulder and cut of{ straight at the neck.
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The skinning cperotion should be denez as soon as ;

after the animal is kilisd. When hunting, if it is not ;
to take the carcass home within a few hours after the kill, i
should be skinned in the field and the pelt cocled, salted and
folded carefully. Read Step 4 far details.

STEP 2: STRETCHING

To keep the skin from curling and shriveling as it coo%,
invert it on a dryvingframe, flesh side out, stretched just enough
to keep it from wrinkling withoutstretchingit out of shape.

If you have no drying frame,slit the hide upthe middle
of (he belly and laythe skin outflat, hair side up, pullingit out
taut, on a board or piece of plywoodlargeencughto hold its
full length and width. Using small brads, nailtheleft side of
the skin [o theboard, starting atthe middle and nointing the .
front legs forward and the back legsbackward, butwithout
stretching the skin in any way. , . .

Now nail theright side of the skin, keeping ths nailsexactly
in line withthe other side and kceeping the skintautbutnot
strained atanypoint.

This mcthod has the advantage of being inexpensive. even
if several skins need i0bestretchedatonetime.[tcan be done
very quickly ance vougetthe knack of knowing whenthe skin
is stretched justtight  enough.

STEP 3: CLEANING

As soon as the hide is cooled well, scrape off as much’of
the fesh, fat. dricd blood and dirt as possible, using a blunt
Xnife. a hitchen spoan of the dull side of a Gaeshing knife. His
important at this point (o scrape off as much leose malterial
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as possible without cutting or gouging the skin. Usc only a
blunt tool. Simmall or tightly attached picces which are difficult
to remove may be left. They will bz loosened during the soaking

process which comes later. Remove from sirctcher board or

freme and weigh the shin.

Now wash the hilzin warm, spapy water, scrubbing it with

a stiff brush where necessary to remove blood or dirt. Rinse

in clear, warm waier. Spread out in the shade unmtil almost
dry, puliing and streigiing as it drics. or put it back on the
siretching frame or board,

STEP 4: SALTING

Spread the pariiaily drisd hide out fiat, flesh side up. Il yvou
did notslit the skindownthe belly for stretching, youmay need
(o do so now in order 10 layitflat. Pour one pound of saltfor
every pound of hide, in the middle of the skin and begin rub-
bing thesali in. working fromthe center to the outer edgesof
the skin. Cover every inch of the skin, but be careful nottoget
salton (he fur side. If you are starting with a small skin which
weighs less than one pound,it is sufficiently accurate 10 figure
twocupsof saltio [he pound. which means vcu could use one
cup of saitfor a one-half pound pelt.

When allthesaltis rubbed in well, fold the skin in half, flesh
sides together, then roll up thefur and plazecna sloping sur-
face (such asadrain board) so the saltsolutionwill drain out
of thepeltas it forms.

After thirty-six hours, unroll the skin, shake outthe old
lay the skinflat, Mesh side up.,andresaltit, againusing at least
one pound of saltfor zach pound of hide. Rubitin well, roil up
as before and set 1o drain again.

After forty-eight hours,spreadihe hide outfat and fet dry
in a cool, airy place awayfromhecatand outof the sun.

STEP5: STORAGE

The hide is nowsaltedand is called a “green hide” or a
“*zreen salted hide. " ltmiay be tanncd immediately or itmay
be held threcto five months without damage before tanningit,
Thisis particularly €00venien for holding skinsoverthrough
cold weather or untilseveraiskins havebeencellccted 10 be
tanned at one time. 32 fied hides will not keep Wel [ ihrongh
warm weatherand shoold not be aflowed (o fiecse nor be kept
near heat. Aholdingtemperature of 35 [o 45dcgrees is best.

salt, ®



will depend to a great oxtent an the amount of care invested
in this step. By using the dull edge of the Aeching toal at lzast
part of the time. you are not ouly scraping off any excess
material, but aico arz working the hide te help soften it.

STEP & TANNING

iz the step that preserves the
n !

fur and skin and keeps it
aled wnaierproois it to a

rom beozoming suff and

has several veriations, and vou way
differant soiutions to find the type
or the variation which best suits your time, your equipment and
your choice of finished fur.
Some of the formulas for tanning solutions are for small
animal hides. The quantitics may be incrensed for larger skins.
The four basic types are:

-
0

want (0 experiment wit

A. Vegetable Tanning. This is the oldest of all tanning
methods. Qid-timetanners soaked hides sixmonths or more
in vats of crushed, wstoakbark,untilthe hides were suffi-
ciently tanned. .

Later it was discovered that other barks — especially bark
from sumac, hemlock. mimosa and chestnuttress (and galls

caused by insect bites on thesetrees) — aiso are rich inthew

tannin whichpreserves the hides.

Vegetable tannin solutions may be made by grinding tree
bark. leaves or the wood of those (rees containing tannin,
Small furs may be tanned in solutions madeoftealcaves,
which arc rich in tanain. Tanninextracisalso arc available
commercially.

Vegetabletannin is notsuitablefor (arming fur because it
stains the fur. It also is by far the most time-consuming methed,
but many tannersbeiieveitproduces a superior, long-lasting
leather.

B. Mincral Tanning. Mineral tanning is preferred by many
home tanners and most commercial tanncrnics because it reguires
less time and less bulky materials and is far less trouble.

Most mincral processes, however, require far more accuracy

and mere carethanvegetabie processes. iis almastimpos-

.

sible to “overian’ a hide withthebarktanning n)ctlmd. yet



Old-lime trappers protected them from insects and vermin by

sprinkling the salted hides with arsenic asthevstackzdihent,

one hide on top of another, in a cold corner of thecabin.
Skins alsomay bestored by drying thom out compietely in

a cool, well-ventilated place. Fully dricd skins will keep weil

“ through warm weather, but the furs tend to deteriorats. A dried

sLin that"?s peen sioredis brittlc and must be theroughly
soaked in clear water untilithas sofiened before itcan be
handicd or folded.

(Nate: If vou wish 10 tan a fresh <kin imunediately and with-
out storing it, you may skip the salting process and instead
sozk the skin six 10 cighthours in salt water — onc cup of salt
to each gallon of warm,softwaier. Thenproceed withStep 7))

STEP 6: SOAKING

Prepare a soaking solution of one otunce of borax for each
gallon of warm,soft water. Soak thehide in [his untilthe
flesh and tissues havelooseried.Here an acizaior-type washing
machine not only is a time- and labor-saver, ‘out it produces a
better product. Its gentle agitation action soaks and softens
the skin quickly, and speed is importantto avoid over-soaking
the skin and loosening the hair. If hides are soaked in a pan
or barrel, stir and workthemwiththe hands or a paddle occa-
sionally. Four toeight hours should be sufficient.

STEP 7: FLESHING )

As soon as [he skin issoftencdandthelat and flesh are
loosened, lavthe hide across a fleshingbcamorona flatsur-
face, fur side down. Nowscrapethe flesh side with a fleshing
tool ora butcher knife to€MOVE afircinzining bitsof fat and
flesh. For the tanningsolution [0 penetrate the hide, itisessen-
tial torecmovethetightlaver of membrane whichcompictely
covers [he fleshy <ide of the hide, and which is like thetough
membranc thatlinestheinside of an cggshell. This membrane
must be completely removedto uncover thesoft, charrlois-like
underside of the skin so it can D€ penctrated by thetanning
solution. [f itis left on, the membrane wiil pucker andtighten,
forming ahard,stiff outeriayer.

During this scraping process. 9¢ very carefulnottocut
or gougcthcs"‘inorcu.xmo deeply astiocxposethicehairroots.
Easy dots it.Scrapethe fleshside of the Dide, with long,
swooping strokces in a reguiar rnythm This is a time-¢ensuning
task and shouldnotbe hurried. The quality of the, Gnished fur
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it is very casytoruinahide by lcaving ii tooleng in the
chrome or acidsolutions.

For thisreason, it is important for the noviceto read the
direction« carcfully and [o foliow them exactly, even if there

seems tOBCNO reason for such detail. Itis timportant, for
instance, 10 becertainevery [race of thechemicalis remioved
by careful washing, in order 10 stopthelarnning processat
the right tiime. Qtherwise, the process will continuc until the
hide is ruined.

C. Oil Taunning. Preserving the hide by oifing is nottanning
in thestrict sense. butitis included here as an alternative
method. It is not used with furs.

D. Tanring Combinations, There areseveral procedures
(hat combine two or more of the above tanning methodsor
one of these withanother stcpadded. Indian buckskin tanning
is an example of oiltanningpiusthe added step of smoking
the hide.

Some of (he recommended methods of [arming furs are
listed . . - under Formulas.

Now apply the Test for Tanning (below) and if it shows
the tanning process is completed, resume withStep 9.

Test for Tanning

When the hide has been sozkingin the [arming solutionthe
minimuin [engih of time called for in theinstructions, cut a
small slice of skin frem the edge and examine it. If the picce
show thesame color allthe way through, without a lighter
layer in the middle, the [arming process probablyis complete.

To makesure, drop the small piccein a smallran of boiling
water and boil it about five minutes. A piece of hidcthat is
incompletelytanned will curlupand harden. Boiling will not
affect a well-tanncd piece of hide.

1f the piece curls up and becomes rubbery, returnthic hide
10 thetanningsolution and letitsoak, stirring it occasionally,
afcw days more. (hen repeatthcianning [est.

Lightweight or thinner hides may be tanned in a shorter time
and will require smaller amounts of tanningsolutionthanthe
heavier hides of larger or older animals.




STEP 9 RINSING

Washoutany (arming sclutionleftin the hide by rinsingit
in a solutionmade by dissolving one pound of borax in ¢very
gallon of water. Rinse (heskin in thiscolutionloricnminules,
stirring and working it with the hands [0 make surethe borax
water removes all tanning saiution. A fter ten minutes, rinse
the skin in several chanegesof clear, soft waier. .

STE P 10: SOFTENING

Saueeze th e water cut of the skinand lav it flat, Neshside
up. Werk over the =k:n with a slicker to r¢

ove mos: of ihe

Al ap o~
SHIRLT WA aTom

wasr, warking from the cemer, pushing the
you and working over overy inch of (hesxin, Sirctchth €
skin-taut, tacking it down as described | . . and apply
a [bin coating of necat'sfoot or castor oil. Leave the skin
stretched in a cool, dry place, out of [he sunandaway from
heat.until it is almostdry.

\V'bile it is still justdamp.take up theskin and work the
flesh side of the fur over a stake or anyrigid wooden surface.
Work it vigorously back and forthin a rcguiar. rhythmic action,
-as though you were putiing a high polish on vour favorite pair
of shoes. This is hard work and requires quite ahit of muscle
power, butthesuppleness of thefinished fur piece willdepend
on theamoun! of energy expended atthispoint. As [he fur
begins 10 dry. itmayhave[o be rc-dampened repeatedly before
the softening process is completed.

STEP 11: CLEANING

By now the fur may he looking pretty sciled and matied
from all that soaking and handling, and vou may be wonderin

A Q9

il it was worth all the work, No matter how soiled i i5 at thi
point, however, it can be cleaned and Nutfed to its eriginal
beauty without tco much trouble.

Slight sail may be removed by cleaning with warm sawdust,
cornmeal, oatmeal, powdcered borax, bran, chalk or piaster of
Paris. Warm the dry cleaning material by spreading it out on a
baking shect and putting it in a 250-degree oven five or ten
minutes. Then lay the fur Mat on a working surface, flesh side
down, and work the warmed clenning material into the fur side.
Rub vigorously and work in ail the material possible,

To remove the dry cleaner, shake (he fur zontly over 3 2lean
surface or nowspaper to cotlect it (i¢may be H?usc?,‘:lr‘.fccs 1S

too soiled), then go over the Tur with the cizaning attachment

.o




of avacuum cleancr. Bruch the fur well, firstin one direction,
then the other, to romove any remaining clcaning maisrial
and to Duff the fur. -

When fur has a slight soil with only a {cw <pots of oil or
heavy dirt, the spots may be first treated with commercial
cleaning fluid or compound, then the wholc Tur cicanc? as
zbove.

Furs with all-over soil may be wash J in warm, soapy water:
rinsed in cizar, so;’{ water and partially drisd: theon rubbee
the sawcdust or oiher maton ined

furs may ke clzaned in

cicaning Nuids: partiaily dricd; then fuily <ricd as above.

White furs may be washed in warm, soapy wat
2 1
A

the chalk,

A homemade, hand-cranked cleaning drum or a cast-off
clothes dryer, without the heating element but with a rotating
drum, can be a great help with this operation. especially if vou
are cleaning several furs or 2 larze fur. For cach pound of fur
(dry weight) measure into the drum a pound of sawdust and
rotate the drum about ten minutes, or until the fur is filed with
the sawdust. Remove the fur, shake it out well, vacuum and
brush it until the sawdust is gone and the fur is clean and fluffy.

A simple, emecrgency imethod of ¢leaning and polishing a
furis 1o rub it with a piece of fresh bread.

STEP 12: FINISHING

Stretch cut the tanned fur, Qesh side up, on a fat surlace.
Using fine sandpaper or a damp cloth dipped in pumize sione,
remove any rough places, lcaving the flesh side uniformly
smooth. Shake the fur well, then lav it fat again and apply
warm necat’s foot ail or castor oil. rubgir: tin with the fingers.
Apply it evenly over the entire [iesh side, using only a very
small amount of cil and rubbing it in well with the fOngers.
Do not allow the ail to get on the fur and do not use roo much
— just enouzh to make the ieather soft and smooth.

The hid2 now should be solt and pliable, with a Cuffly,
natural-looking Tur and a soft, simooth underside. Given good
care, it will remain attractive through many vears of use

-8 -
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Formulas For Tanriing Fur Skins

{Note:Double or triplerccipes
if needed to corer severaior large furs.)
TANNING METHOD 41

Immzres suiresl, sHunk, r0oh or oik

inene galion of warm, soft water in

two ounces of ¢xaiic acid have been dissoived. (Covion! This

L
sofuiidn iz yoivenuud, AL 0 Al tiaiing solutions, ruboer
gioves should

o

ce used.

.om o
Co==

Letsczi i z
need a lonzer soaking time, tut do not over-soak so that ine
hairs begin to icosen.

Continue with Step 9-

TANNING METHIOD #2 .

Dissolve onc pound of alum in one gallon of soft water. In
another container, dissolve four ounces of washing soda and
one cup of salt in one-half gallon of soft, lukewarm water. Very
slowly pour the soda-salt solution into the aluin solution, stir-
ring vigorously as vou pour.

Tnto this solution. immerse the skin which has been clcaned,
sozked and fleshed according to the directions in Sieps |
through 7. Scak the skin until it is tanned, no longer than 43
hours for small skins. while larger skins may regquire three of
four days. Stir and squeeze the <Kin in the soiution two or
three times a day until a piece of the hids is Tully tanned ac-
cording to the *“Test for Tanaing™ )

Neutralize the skin by rinsing in a selution of one ounce
borax to every gallon of water. Siir well and soak in.this sciu-
tion an hour or more, then thoroughly rinse in clear water.
Squeeze out, then stretch the skin, fiesh side out

While the skin is stili quite damp, appby 1o the flesh side a
thin layer of liguid soap. (This may be homamade lve soap or
made by diszolving grated or Maked Ivory or Fels Napiitha soap
in a smail amount oV water aver low heat.)

Cooi and apply coap with the hand or a paint brush. When
this has "cen abeorbed, brush ona coat of acat's foot ot or
caslor oil. bzing careful not to got the mii on the Tur, S och
the hide in a cooi place, away fram heat or suniiii, and aliow
todry. When the skinis alinost dry, resume \\ir'q §1cp 10.




A METHOD FOR DRESSING SEAL SKINS AT HOME

Equipment Required:

old

Tank: Size depends on quantities of skin to be dressed (plastic tub or

enamel bath tub--do not use galvanized tubs).
Tumbling Drum: Minimum size 3” dia. X 4” turning at 40rpm.
Fleshing beam: 2 X 4 five feet long rounded and sanded smooth on one side.

Scraper: 12" blade with handle at each end. Not sharp enough to cut skin.

Wood rasp: 10 or 127

Materials

Coarse salt
“ Sunlight soap

Nests foot oil
Potash Alum

1. Soften dried skins in salt water for one day
1 Ib.salt to 5 gals. water.

2. Scrape to remove any dried oil and

as a hard spot on the finished skin.

flesh. Ifany remains it will appear
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3. Prepare tanning solution of at least 10 gallons
1 Ib. alum and 1 Ib. salt to 4 gals. water
salt will disoive more quickly if water is warmed.

4. After solution has cooled, add the skin. Allow the skin to soak for
about 1 week. Stir occas ionaly. It is better to leave the skin too
long than to take it out prematurely.

5. After one week remove the skin.
and rinse in clean water.

Wash it thoroughly with sunlight soap

6. Stretch the skin flat on a 2 X 4 frame and cover the entire surface of
the flesh side with fine salt.
7. Stand to dry in the shade.

8. Erect a 2 X 4 beam five feet long.
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