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Canada sets
By IAN ELLIOTT

F&dstufTs  Cawdiasr  Corrapendent

O~AWA,  ONT. — On June 11,
Canada’s Minister for Fisheries &
OceiuIs, Bernard Valcourt, releu>cd  here
a new niitioniii  strdtegy for the future
development of aquiculture.

“The aquiculture strategy explicitly
recognizes the importance of aquiculture
in Canada’s wo~omy.  lt sets out the
Department of Fisheries & Oceans
(DFO) strategic approach to the shaping
of the Citnadian aquiculture industry’s

. future,” explitined Valcourt  at ii press
conference.

Canadian aquacttlture  was es[imated
tohavea  landed value of$i09million  at
the end of 1988. DFOprojections  expect
the industry to grow to reach annual
values of between $500 million and $1
billion over the n$xI \O years.

Production is varid across Canada
and Iocst[ed in most regions of the
c o u n t r y .

On Ihe West Coast, production fo-
cuses on salmon, trout, oysters and ma-
rine plants. On the Prairies, trout and
recently arctic char are being produced.
In Ontario and Quebec, where 1] out has
long dominated, the aq~acultttre  indus-
try is starting to produce mussels, satmon
and arctic char. In the Atlantic region,
production is targeted at salmon, trout,
Irish moss, rnussels,oysters  and scallops.

The department  soid in background
documents released with the strategy
thut it expects tiqltitctdture  to glow itnd
~iversify in Canada in coming years

strategy for aquiculture I

FGI$ sunflower oil
calibration found
to be accurate

WASHINGTO~,  D.C. — The U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s Federal
Grain Inspection Service (FGIS)  has
reviewed its suntlf~wer  oil cerfificalion

because of the number of advantages
Canada enjoys. [t projected that aquic-
ulture production will account for 25%
of the landed value of Canadian fisher-
ies by the yeitr 2000.

According to the strategy, these com-
petitive advantages include good habi-
tats with extensive ilsh stocks, climatic
diversity across the country, a good
scientific infrastructure, a network of
hatchery and seed operations and good
proximity to major markets in the U.S,
and the Pacitlc Rim.

Valcourtsaid  theDFO strategy is based
on five goals.

First, the department will support in-
dustry with ~esearch and development.

Swond,  the strategy will see the Ca-
nadian government pushing industry to
manage opemtions in an environmentally
friendly manner.

Third, the government will develop a
new inspection system.

Fourth, the department will provide
market and commercial analysis to jn-
dustry to allow firms to realize murket
opportunities.

Finally, the department will operitte  us
an qdvwate  of the industry yithin  the
federid  government.

One area the government said it will
look at with this strategy is how to cut
the current high costs of feeds associtited
with the commercial production of ilsh.

“ht 1988, growing  competition for fish
meal supplies pushed worldwide fish
meid prices to ncw heights,” n~tcd DFO,

Fish feed comprises 40-60% of the

cost of producing sulmon, and 5070 of
the cost of rearing trout.

The DFO said that unless itltcrntitivc~
are found to current feeding practices,
tha[ percentitge is likely to incle:lse.

G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  priva[e seclor rc- ~
searchers have been at work since the
1970s trying to develop new melhods
and formulas to reduce costs.

“Breakthroughs hisve already bcel i
made,” noted the DFO strategy. “TIIc
researchers have identified seven classes
of. protein supplements: poultry by-
product meal; soybean meal; full-fat
soybean meal; meitt imd bone prot$in;
ciurola meal; rapeseed protein concen-
trate, and processed f isher ies
byproducts.”

Where these alternatives are available,
the DFO said, aquiculture should be
able to cut costs.

“These alternittive protein sources arc
both abundant and significinltly less
costly. For instimcc, in British CO1lII, I
b i a  tie cost of soyl~iln  ~l]d cano]ti m~i}ls  :

are presently half thitt of West Coast ‘1
herring meal, which ~-urrent  Iy comprises ‘
45(XI of practical sdlnlonid diets,” the
report said.

The  depa r tmen t  s;jid it will be  Sevcriil ~

years before this research finds its way
into commercial pructices.

In releasing the strategy outlined in a
document entitled, “Cultivating the Fu- ~
turc: An Aquaculturc Strategy (or the ~
‘90s,” the Canadii]n  government  did IIOL I

stittc how much lIlt)n~.y  1( is willil]~:  I(I
spend on the strategy. #

PROGRAM PLANS ‘-::
New horizons theme
of AFIA meeting

WASHINGTON, D. C.—The  Anleri-
citn Feed Industry Assn. (AFIA) will
hold its 16th annual Midwest Conven-

tions of the fare] bill. Special emphasis
will be placed on the positive and nega-
tive impacts of this legislation on aIl
seclors  of agribusiness.

The program is sponsored by the Texiis
Agricultural Extension Service.


