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The Northwest Territories Flskry  Regulations def!nes ~rclal flshlng  ● s
Uff$hfng for sale or barteyn. A wa~r~y Or rtver ~St ~ listed On $~ult V
of the Northwest Territories Fishery Re ulatlons  to be conmrerclally ffshed.
Hany waterbodtes  and rivers t n the HortL$t Terrltorles  may have the poWntlal
for a cmrclal f Ishery but are not 1 lsted on Schedule V. The purpose of the
Exploratory Fishery Program 1s to tdentlfy these areas and evaluate thefr
potential as coimaerclal fisheries. Those with potential wI1l then be lIsW on
Schedule V.

.
The Exploratory Fishery Progrm Is designed to determine whether a

sufftclent number of marketable-$izd fish are present In a waterbody to
warrant cmrcial flshlng.

The primary objective during the first Y@arof thep~r~ Is to9a~
biological data such as fork le th, round  uefght, sex and/ormaturlty&%

7aging structures from a sample o the catch. If the fish are small, in -v
condltfon or not very abundant  t- is Ilkely no cmrcial potentfal &W the
program shwld be discontinued. If, however, the fish are large, In good
condltlon and abundant~ there w be cmrclal potentlal~

The collection of catch and effort statistics 1s vital to the progr~. A
provisional quota Is assigned at tM start and a ood effort must be made zo

!harvest the entire quota because the amount of ef ort expended provides a
masure of the relatlve abutiance  of fish In the waterbodyo If many nets cm
set over awlde area for a consfder~le  length of tl-, yet the catch IS
Insufficient to fill the provisloml quota, it Is llkely that the flsha~ not
very abundant. If, however, the entire quota Is filled In a short period ti
t~me, the fish may be tiundant  emgh to JuStffy c-rclal fishing, provtded
they ate of marketable slzet and the progrm should continue if Interest =Ists
to do SO.

During the second, third and fourth years of the program, no biological
sample is requtred  but accurate catch and effort statistics must be kept and
effort must be made to harvest the ● ntire quota each year. These %ffort ma
may Indicate whether or not the amunt of fish removed each year Is reduc+~
the number of ftsh in the stocks If it 1s, the stock is likely small, ati the
provisional quota is too high. This, In itself, Is a measure of the cx=ial
potential.

Ouring the fifth, and last, year of the Exploratory Fishery Program a
complete biological sample  Is again required, such as was done In year o=. The
results of the year-five sample are compared with those from year one to
detemine whether the constant rate of f ishlng over the f Ive years has m~~ed
the biological cmositlon of the stock. If the fish were large and old i? the
year-one sample, but small and young in the year-five sample, chances an the
provisional quota was too high and is overexplolting the stock. Again, t~is Is
a measure of the c-rclal potential of the stock.
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Catch and effoti data are also collecttd lnyear five. If, ● fter five years
of flshlng at a ConstMt rate, them is no change in the biological composition
of the stock (I.e. the fish are st~ll of marketable $lze) or in the catch per
unit of effort (Ie the fish art still abundant) the $tock Is ~nsldered to have
cmrclal potentfal, at least at the level It was harvested ● t over the five
year period.

During the five-yearperiod of the exploratory fishery, any problems with
harvesting, processing (dressing etc.), transportation andmrketl

T
of the

catch will becoate evident. If, after the five-year period, tk stoc Is still
healthy and abundant and there are no other problems such as-tioned above,
the waterbody will be suhitted as a cmrclal f!shery for i-lusfon In
Schedule V of the Horthuast  Terrltorles Ftshery Regulations. ~anges to
Schedule V can take ayearortuo to pass through the regulaWy process. In
the meantfme, cmrclal fishing can continue under an Explorc”ary  Fishery
Llcence with no requl-nt for further sampling.
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