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| NTRODUCTI ON

Over the past year, The Departnment Of Parks and Renewable
Resources has been working to PrePa® Ppolicy guidelines
for the allocation of wild rice permts and |icences.

This brochure contains the basic information that is in
the new Wld R ce Regulation and Policy. |f you have any
questions or need nore information, be sure to contact
your District Parks and Renewable Resources Office or
Resource Lands Branch in Prince Al bert.

1. Who Can Apply to Harvest Wld Rice

a) Three qualifications must be nmet to obtain a wld rice
permt or licence:

i) The person nust be at |east 18 years of age.

i) H or she nust be a Saskatchewan resident Wwho
has lived in the province for at least three
consecutive nonths imrediately prior to applying.

iii) If a corporation or co-operative is applying,

all shareholders or nenbers must be Saskatchewan
residents who are 18 years of age or older. They
must be listed on the application and nmeet all

requi rements of this policy.

b) Northern Administration District
For permits or licences in the Northern Adm nistration
District, applicants must neet t he fol | owi ng

requirenments:

must have lived in the Northern Admnistration D strict
15 years or half their lifetine prior to application.




Except that:

i) Producers hol di ng permts in t he Nor t hern
Administration District that were issued before
June 1, 1981 may retain their permts and obtain

new ones Wi thout regard to the northerner residency
restriction.

ii) Non-northerners who have traplines in the Northern
Adm ni stration District may obtain wild rice permts

on their own traplines only.

2.Permts and Licences

Amount of Land Al | owed.

The following limts apply to all Saskatchewan pernit
or licence hol ders:

i) The maximum amount of land that can be held by
a person with a permt or licence is 400 hectares
(about 1,000 acres).

i1) Present permit holders who already have over 400
hectares wll have their anount of I|and frozen
at their current |evels.

iii) For those wanting additional permits, the total

of all new and old permits wll be adjusted to
fall within the 400 hectare limt.

iv) A corporation, partnership or co-operative may
hold Up to 400 hectares for each nmenber, to a
maxi mum of 2, 000 hectares.



v) |f t he i ndi vi dual mexi mumns are reached, the
i ndi vi dual menbers are not eligible for any
addi ti onal wld rice permts, whether in their

own nane or as a part of another group.

a) WId Rice Pernmts

WIild rice permts wll be issued on a first-come?
first-serve basis.

Wth consent of the Departnent, permts are renewed
annually on Novenber 1 of each year for purposes
of seeding, cultivating and harvesting.

Upon application, permits wll normally be changed
to licences after four years. The four-year term
will begin April 1, 1986.

Wiere a permttee fails to seed or properly develop
a wild rice crop, the pernmt wll not be renewed
nor will the producer be eligible to obtain new permts
within 1.5 kilometres of the woriginal pernmit site
for one year. The pepartment of Parks and Renewable
Resources will consider the availability of seed
and other special circunstances before refusing to
renew permts.

Wild rice permts wll not normally be assignable
or transferrable.

Permts may be transferred or assi gned under
excepti onal ci rcumst ances, such as death or severe
injury to the permt hol der.
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Permts will be issued only after the applicant has
obtained witten perm ssion from | andowners or | essees,
when access to the «crop over private or |eased
properties is required or where obvious conflict
will result.

Permts will be issued to only one producer on |akes
of 65 hectares (about 160 acres) in area or snaller.

Permts nmay be extended for producers who wish to
continue operating under pernit at the end of the
four-year pernmit peri od. Rate charges, however
will be the sanme as for a |licenced area.

b) WIld Rice Licences

A wi | d ri ce permitmaybechangedtoalicenceat
any tinme after the first permt year, bpeginning Apri
1, 1986. To qualify, the producer nust apply to
the Departnment and show proof that the area is
comercially successful. The Departnent will use
producer progress reports to assist in deternmnining
eligibility for a licence.

A person may, at the discretion of the Departnent

obtain a licence for a term of not longer than 10
years.

Only one licence wll be issued per individual
although the |Ilicence may include several (jfferent
areas.

Wld rice licences nmay be transferred or assigned

to an eligible applicant with the approval of the
M ni ster.
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- New wild rice areas which are added to any existing
licence will have the sane expiry date as the I|icence

they are added to.

3. Buffer Zones

People holding wild rice permts or licences wll have
a nunber of responsibilities in order to maintain their
oper ati ons:

- Suitable identification of boundaries for the area
covered by the permt or |icence and between that
of another adjacent producer nust be erected and
mai nt ai ned on adj acent shorelines.

- Buffer zones are those areas where no wld rice
activities are allowed, in order to avoid conflict
wth established users. The buffer zones nust be
at least 200 netres (about 650 feet) wi de on either
side of any existing cabins, docks, public access
points, outfitters’ canps and airstrips, etc.

- Buffer zones of at least 400 nmetres (about 1,300
feet) wide on either side of developed areas, such

as comunities or cottage subdivisions wll also
be closed to wild rice operations.

4. General Conditions

The following conditions apply to all areas of wld
rice production:

i) A1l pernit and Ilicence holders nust submt an
annual report in the formrequired by the Departnent
on or before Novenber 1 each year regarding the
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year’s wld rice operation. Forns nmay be obtained
from district Conservation Ofices or Resour ce
Lands Branch Ofice in Prince Al bert.

i) Every pernmttee and licensee shall permt any
person as designated by the Mnister, access to
the Crown l|and covered by his permt or |icence

for the purposes of inspection and crop research.

i) WId rice activities will not be allowed in areas
where it is desirable to maintain the natura
envi ronnent .

iv) Use of fertilizer,  herbicides or pesticides are
not permtted.

v) Standard crop managenent procedures, such as
mechanical straw renoval and weed control will
be all owed, except where there nmay be adverse
effects on other resources as noted on the permt
or |licence. Producers should check with the I ocal
Conservation Of ficer or t he Department  of
Agricul ture.

- The permt or licence holder’s rights wthin the
designated area are only for the seeding, cultivation

and harvesting of wild rice.

"BEach permt or 1licence is subject to all conditions
specified in The Forest Act Regul ations.

Fi sheries and WIldlife

The following policies provide for the protection and

enhancenent of Saskat chewan’ s fish and wildlife
r esour ces.




-----

a) Fi sheri es

- Alteration of water Jlevels wll not be permtted
except where licenced by the Saskatchewan Water
Cor por at i on.

- WId rice will not be allowed in stocked trout or
fish rearing | akes.

- Spawni ng, nursery and/or mgration areas of fish
are to be avoi ded.

— Navi gation channel s nmust be | eft open on all
wat er bodi es.

by Wlidlife

- WId rice permts wll not be issued if there are
situations resulting in a direct conflict wth
established wldlife populations. These areas wll
include Ducks Unlimted projects, or areas Wwhere
waterfowl habitually concentrate.

- The Departnent wll not be liable for any damage
t o wild rice crops or operations from wildlife or
waterfowl or other natural phenomena, including water
level fluctuations.

- Beaver dans may be renoved by producers wth the
Departnent’s approval and authorization by special
permt. Conservati on Oficers wi || i nvestigate
individual situations to judge inpact and necessity
of dam renoval .

- Trappers’ and other resource user groups’ interests
will be considered before beaver dans are renoved.
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- Kill and scare permits will not be issued for
protecting wild rice crops. Waterfowl may only be
hunted under the standard Federal and Provincial
Regul at i ons.

6. Tourism and Recreation

For the preservation of npatural wlderness areas and
future availability of public access to recreationa
areas, the following policies are in effect:

i) New wild rice permts wll not be issued for
wat er bodi es within provincial parks, pending further

st udy.

ii) Master plan studies are presently underway for

Lac La Ronge and N pawin provincial parks. These
plans wll deternmne whether or not new pernits
will be issued within the park(s). No new wild
rice permts wll be issued before plans are
conpl et ed.

iii) Lakes or parts of | akes  which have hi gh
recreational, tourist, scenic or historical value
or which are the main course of an established
canoe route will be excluded fromwld rice permts

7. Land Tenure

Land Permits and Leases

The following rules are in force to protect t he
environnent and control resource user conflicts, while
providing an operating base for holders of wild rice
licences.
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STRUCTURES MUST NOT BE BUILT ON CROWN LAND WITHOUT

PRIOR APPROVAL FROM THE |) APARTMENT OF PARKS AND RENEWABLE

RESOURCES .

Docks

- Permits for docks will be available upon application
to Saskatchewan Parks and Renewable Resources to
all wild rice permt and |icence hol ders.

- An annual fee will be charged for the dock permt.

WIld Rce Permt Areas

- Except for docks, permanent |and based inprovenents

will not be allowed in connection wth wld rice
permts.
— During active operating peri ods, perm ssion  for

tenporary |and based inprovenents, such as portable
storage sheds or shelters, may be granted on the
recommendation of the |ocal Conservation Oficer.

Land permits nmay be required and appropriate |and
rental rates will apply.

WIld R ce Licence Areas

- Oown land |eases and permts nmay be issued for |and
based structures which are a direct and necessary
requi r ement for gromng and harvesting wld rice.
Al l Depart nment policy quidelines respecting |and
di spositions will apply.
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- Structures nmay be erected as approved for |icence
hol ders. The site is not to be used for any other
purposes than those specified in this policy. Any
other form of habitation not related to wld rice,
whet her permanent or seasonal, is not allowed.

- The area of the land lease will only be of a size

to provide an area of storage for supplies, equipnent
and tenporary living quarters needed during grow ng,
mai nt enance and harvesting peri ods.

- The land lease or permt site nust be adjacent, or
as near as possible, to the wild rice crop area which

is held wunder |icence. The Department may limt
the nunber of land leased sites available to a
producer.

- Under a land lease issued for wild rice activities,
the lessee’s lease rights are only for the area
specified under the lease and not for the entire
backshore area behind extensive wild rice patches.

- The land lease or permt used for wld rice activities

will expire at the sane tine as the wild rice |icence.
— If the wld rice licence or permt is not renewed,

iIs cancelled or is Quit-d ained, the land |ease or

permt wll al so be cancelled. Any i nprovenents

on the site nust be rempved and the site cleaned
up by the operator.

8. Access Roads and Trails

The following conditions of this policy have been
developed in the interests of proper resource and
envi ronnment al managenent .
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Producers should consider how they will gain access
to sites before applying for wld rice permts, as
trail access nust be approved by the Departnent and

may not be permtted in all cases.

Perm ttees:

- Wiere allowed, permt holders may construct primtive
trails under the follow ng guidelines: A trail should
not be recognizable as a road. Upon application
to the Conservation officer and his approval, a small
nunmber of trees may be cut to allow access by an
all terrain vehicle. There will be no gravelling
or grading to create a road surface, as the trail
should not be developed to a standard where there
is easy public access.

Li censees:

- A wild rice licence holder may apply to construct
an access road or trail of a higher standard to an
area proven to be productive. The Departnent has

the right to refuse permssion for access construction
where it is deened necessary in the interest of proper
resource | and nmanagenent.

- Tinmber pernits nust be obtained from the |ocal
Conservation Oficer before the cutting of any tinber
for roads or trails. The licence holder must submt
a map of the proposed access route for review by
the Conservation Oficer.

- Specific access construction requirenents will be
indicated on the tinmber permt (Wrk Pernmit) I ssued,
whi ch may include access closure for the off-season.
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— WId rice access routes should be of a mninm size

required for wild rice operations and no greater.

In general, roads and trails are not to exceed seven

nmetres (about 23 feet) in wdth. Cuts, fill, ditching
or grading nust be kept to a m ni num

A wild rice licence holder wishing to establish a
sole user claim wth rights to deny access by others,
my be required to pay an annual permt rental as
stated under The Resource Lands Regul ati ons.

In cases where the licence holder is wusing an
established public access route, no l|lease or rental
fee will be charged to the |icensee.

9. Changes to Waterbodies

Renoval of natural obstructions, such as beaver dans,
deadfall tinber or eroded soil, etc., are not permtted
except with the approval of the Departnent.

Seasonal or tenporary neasures taken to alter water
| evel s, use of sandbags for exanple, is not pernmitted
except wth the approval of the Saskatchewan Water
Cor por at i on.

Use of existing artificial |akes and reservoirs etc.
which are operated by other agencies, such as the
Saskat chewan Power  Corporation, my only be used
W th approval of the Departnent in agreenent with
the waterbody operator and under special conditions
with regards to water |evel fluctuation.
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Expansion of any existing waterbody by any neans

or in anymanner (for exanple dans) nust be |icenced
by the Saskatchewan Water Corporation. Any expanded
areas wWill be included in the 400 hectares limt.

Artificial paddy operations, wll not be included

in the 400 hectare limtations; a separate agreenent
will apply.

WIld Rce Permt and Licence Fees

Effective April 1, 1986, royalties wll no | onger
assessed on wld rice crops and the need for aDealer’s
Licence will be elimnated. On that date, the Department:
of Parks and Renewable Resources wll inplenent the ”

policy outlined in this brochure, along with a new
rent schedule for lands used for wild rice production.

Rentals will be charged on an annual basis for each
year of the permt or licence.

A permt holder wll be charged $0.25 (25¢) per
hectare (about $0.10 (10¢) per acre) for any area
held under wild rice permt. A licence holder wll

be charged $2.50 per hectare (approximately $1.00
per acre) for any area under |icence.

The m ninum annual charge for each wld rice permt
will be $5.00. A licence wll cost a mnimm of
$25. 00 per year.

Al other charges shall be those set forth in The
Resource Lands Regul ati ons.
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Permt and Licence Terns

Permits presently expire on March 31, each year. Under
this new policy the permit and licence Year Will pe
changed to November 1 to October 31 of thefollowing

year, in order to nore closely coincide with wild rice
grow ng\ harvesti ng seasons. In the first year of
inpl ementation of this policy, permts wll be issued

for the period April 1, 1986 to OCctober 31, 1986 and
thereafter on Novenber 1 each year.

12. Cont acts: Saskatchewan Parks and Renewabl e Resources

If yOU require nmore information regarding the Policy
for Al | ocation of Resour ce Lands for Wld Rice
Propagation or questions on wild rice in general, please
contact your local District or Regional Conservation
O fice of Saskatchewan Parks and Renewabl e Resources.

For advice, information or assistance in technical
matters regarding growing of wld rice, please contact
the Departnent of Agriculture in La Ronge or Saskatchewan
| ndian  Agricul tural Program (S.1.AP. ) Ofices in
La Ronge, Prince Al bert or Meadow Lake.



