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AGRI CULTURE | N THE NORTHWEST TERRI TORI ES:
STATUS AND DEVELOPMENT DI RECTI ON

| nt roducti on

This paper provides a synopsis of agriculture activities, in the
N. WT. and suggests options that the governnment of the N WT. nay
pursue to foster growh and expansion in the agricultural sector.

Agriculture has a long history in the Northwest Territories dating
back to the 17th century. Agricultural developnent was initially
limted to the valleys of the Mickenzie R ver and some of its
tributaries. Later, greenhouses and col dframes extended producti or
to both the Eastern and Western Arctic.

A growi ng demand for agricultural products of the highest quality
in sufficient quantities has rekindled interest in agriculture.
I ndeed the availability of earlier maturing varieties and i nprovec
farm ng techni ques have undoubtedly enhanced the feasibility of
conmer ci al agriculture in the NWT. However, appropri ate
infrastructure and prograns have to be put in place to create ar
envi ronnent conductive to growh and expansion of a thriving
agriculture sector.

The 19801s have witnessed renewed confidence in the NWT's
agricultural potential and its capacity to contribute to the
Territories efforts toward self reliance and inport substitution,
especially in food products. The devel opnent of agriculture wll
offer a nunber of potential advantages to Territorial residents
including a) inproved quality in terns of freshness and nutritional
value, b) reduction of high freight costs, c) opportunities for
| ocal enpl oynment , and d) diversification and expansion of
regional/community econom ¢ base and busi ness sectors. Based or
recent studies and reports, the NWM has the potential to be
conpetitive with the South in the production of sone agriculture
products excluding cereals.

Agricultural Activities in Retrospect

Farming has always played an inportant role in the lives of NW
resi dents. Al though the original peoples sustained thenselves by
fishing and hunting, their diets of nmeat and fish were suppl enent ec
by indigenous berries and other plant parts which they gathered.

Smal| scale farm ng operations and gardening were carried on al ong
the Mackenzie Valley since the earliest days of exploration anc
settl enent. Much of the initial production was undertaken by
m ssionaries and fur traders who grew vegetables, raised |ivestoct
and horses, and in sone cases, planted small quantities of grail
for feed.

Every Hudson’s Bay post as far north as Fort Good Hope had its ow
gardens by 1826. Roman Catholic m ssions undertook garden trial:
in 1911 for the Departnment of Agriculture at a nunber of
settlenents al ong the Mackenzie Valley, including Fort Resolution,
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Fort Smith, Fort Providence, and later in Fort Good Hope.

The 1941 Canada Census indicated that there were no farns reported
in the NWI. That information was correct in the sense that there
were no farmng industry conparable to those that existed in the
settled areas of the provinces. However, a number of gardens
occupying several acres were known to have existed in the Mackenzie
district. That fact was subsequently confirmed in 1943 by the
results froma questionnaire of the Dom nion Experimental Farn
Servi ces. there were a total of 148 gardens and 10 farns
foléectlvely accounting for 103 hectares (252 acres) of cultivated
and.

In 1941, co-operative agricultural experinents were started at Fort
Si npson, and subsequently in january 1943, an |Inter-Departnental
Conmittee, conposed of representatives of the Departnent of
Agriculture and Mnes and Resources, Wwas formed to assist in the
i nprovenent and pronotion of agriculture. Between 1944 and 1945,
on the recomendation of this committee, Soil and horticulture
surveys were undertaken in the Mackenzie D strict.

Production of vegetables was a proven success. The horticultural
survey revealed considerable success in grow ng vegetables for
| ocal consunption, and that specific farm enterprises could be
pursued econom cally. On the other hand, |ivestock was scarce,
perhaps due to the high cost of inported feed. There were only &
total of 7lhead of horses and cattle reported inl944. There were
only a few goats and sheep.

The livestock that were kept in Fort Smth and Fort Sinpson were
fed on locally grown grain and hay. In recognition of the
potential for livestock farmng, the Medical Oficer stationed ir
Aklavik commenced a dairy experinent in 1946. He used nati ve
grasses in the summer and in winter, locally produced green oats
and grasses harvested from sedge neadows in the Delta. The
experiment was a limited success. Several settlenents also kept
poultry for neat and eggs.

Agriculture continued to flourish and expand as the denmand for
fresh produce grew with rising populations. An experi encec
agriculturist was appointed to take charge of the Fort Sinpsor
experinmental station in the fall of 1946 and experinentation
started in 1947. The Yell owknife substati on was bypassed as it was
felt at the tinme that the land in the Fort Sinpson area had greater
potential for agricultural devel opnent. Maj or studies were done
and the devel opnent of early maturing varieties pushed the Canadi ar
agricultural frontier northward and westw, ard.

In the Eastern arctic, agricul tural activities had seenec
i mpractical . However, sone governnent officials, mnmerchants anc
m ssionaries grew vegetables in greenhouses using inported soil s
and fertilizer. At Chesterfield Inlet, it was even possible tc

grow |lettuce successfully on small plots of native soil wthout the
aid of greenhouses.
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The inportation of cheaper produce from he South has gradually
becone very significant. By 1943, over 70% of all food consunmed in
the NWI' was inported. Yet in spite of that general trend, the NW
continued to be self-sufficient in potatoes. The extension of the
Mackenzie H ghway to Hay R ver in 1948, and the railway from
Alberta to the NW in the 1964 accelerated the process. To many
observers, August 29, 1964, the day of the first railway crossing,
was a major setback for agriculture developnent in the NW. A few
peopl e continued to be engaged in agricultural activities, usuall

on a part-time hobby farm basis. In spite of the demise o
agriculture, land was readily avail abl e. Prospective farmers were
able to purchase up to 65 hectares (160 acres) of arable |and or
| ease up to 259 Hectares (640 acres) for farm ng purposes or up to
2590 hectares (640 acres) for grazing.

The Fort Sinpson experinental station continued to denonstrate the
technical feasibility of agricultural in the NAM. Experi nent al
plots were started at Inuvik to test gardening over permnafrost.
The results were positive and encouragi ng. In 1965, the station
had six permanent agriculturalist who conducted field trials at
various locations in the Mackenzie District. In 1966, in an effort
to save agriculture in the NW, the Advisory Conmm ssion on the
Devel opnent of CGovernment in the Northwest Territories reconmended
the creation of "... a departnment of |ands and resources, with
jurisdiction over game, forestrv, agriculture, and surface rights
toland in and adjacent to the settlenents.” This wasto no avail:
in 1970 the Departnment of Agriculture closed the Fort Sinpson
experinental farm citing lack of agricultural activities.

There was a brief revival of interest in agricultural follow ng the

phenonenal increase in beef prices in 1970. The interest was
directed at |low cost grazing |lands for potential operations that
woul d serve southern narkets. That interest was acconpani ed by
applications for large tracts of land for grazing purposes. |n one

particular case, the Federal-Territorial |ands Advisory Conmmttee
received an application for 20,263 hectares (50, 000 acres) for
agricultural devel opment on unsurveyed |and whose agricultural
capability was not fully known. Gowing interest culmnated the
incorporation of the Territorial Farners’ Association in 1970,
which has as its ains to a) pronote cooperation within the farmng
communi ty, b) exchange and dissem nate agricultural information and
i nnovations, c) |obby for appropriate agricultural |egislation,
policies and prograns and d)cooperate with similar organi zations.
This Associations has since been advocating high levels of farn
service (road, electricity, water) plus grants and tax breaks which
woul d effectively shift the costs of devel oping agricultural |ands
to the Territorial governnent.

The increased demand for agricultural |ands caught the various

governnents off guard. Consequently, on January 10, 1975, a
tenmporary suspension of land disposition for large scale
agricultural operations was introduced pending field work and the
devel opnent of long term land disposal policies. Di sposal of

snmal l er acreages was pernmtted for market gardening purposes. This
was an effort to accommodate the needs of the grow ng nunber of
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hobby farmers in the territory.

The 1980's have w tnessed yet another burst of rekindled interest
in agriculture. Successes have been achieved in those areas that
require intensive farming practices, including egg |aying
oper ations.

Agriculture Today in the NWT,.

The technical feasibility of agriculture in the NW is not an issue
as the following extract from the 1967 report of the Advisory
Conm ttee on Northern Devel opnent i ndicates:

"Vegetables |i ke |eaf |ettuce, radish, turnip, swi ss chard and beet

can be produced satisfactorily bv direct seedinu in the open in the
|l ocal soils over pernafrost. Veget abl es |i ke cabbaue, broccoli,
cauliflower and kale were successfully grown from transpl ants.
Soil tenperatures had to be increased to produce good crops of
peas, brussels sprouts, Potatoes and carrots. This was achi eved by
using clear Plastic nulch applied on the flat or ridaged ground in
the garden."

Although the present report concerns itself with the physical,
economic and technical status of agriculture in the NWT, t he
political environment is wequally inmportant as agriculture wll
conpete with other activities including hunting and trapping,
recreation and urban expansion.



a) Agricultural lLand Base

Arable land in the NW anounts to approximately 4.3 mllior

hectares and is located in four nmajor regions: The Sl ave

River |ow ands, the Hay R ver |ow ands, Wst of Geat Sl ave

Lake and the Laird River Low ands. An anal ysis of, arablz¢

lands in the N\ is shown in table I.

TABLE |
Arable Lands in the Northwest Territories
( * 000 hectares)
Liard Class%
Sl ave Hay blest Great River Total of Total .
River River Slave Lake Valley Class Arable Potential Uses
Class 111 178 19 449 293 939 22 Cereal s & Vegetables
Class IV 26 5 222 148 401 9 Cereals & Vegetables
Class V 518 110 342 449 1,419 33 Forage
Class VI 3 88 91 3 Forage
Class VII T4 126 943 278 1,419 33 Grazing
Area Total 799 258 1,956 1,256 4,269
Area as %
of Totatl 18.72 6.04 45.82 29.42
Arabl e Land
b) Arable Land in Use
Over the 43 years, total acreage of devel oper

agricul tural

t he nost

i ndi cation
under-utili zed.
sui table for
per cent

| and has

i ncreased 13 fold,
(253 acres) in 1943 to 1,359 hectares (3,356 acres)
si gni fi cant
when 544 hectares (1,
acres )
hectares (3, 356 acres)

from the 103 hect ar ec

342 acres) and 1359 hectares (3,
respectively were wunder cultivations. The 1, 35¢
reported in the 1986 Census
that agricultural lands in the NW are highly

c) Sect or al

of 1% is under

Activities

According to the 1986 Canada Census,

$108, 411
esti mat ed
mllion.

That
agriculture are being used.
cul tivation.

acreage shows that

the NW S econony.

to have

egg producti on.

i ncreased
Table Il indicates that

11 farnms contri but e
contribution
in 1987 to approximately $1,:
contributor was

this

t he greatest

under 1% of | and:s
Exactly 0.03% (or =

in 1986.
i ncrease occurred between 1981 and 198¢
35¢

is ar

Was
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TABLE 11

Estimated NW Commercial Agriculture
Productions in 1987

Nunber of Esti mat ed

Operators Revenues
Egg Production 1 $ 938,000
Dairy Farm 1 102, 500
Mar ket Gardens 2 100, 000
Potato Farns 4 27,000
G eenhouses 1 5, 000
Hog Farm 1 2,000
Tot al $1,184,500

d) Demand for Agricultural Products

Wiile agricultural production, consunption and trade are nost
directly influenced by national agricultural policies, they
are also influenced by economic trend; the major variables
being the level of economc growh, unenploynent rate and
inflation. therefore, as the standard of living inproves, the
demand for agriculture products is expected to rise. this
growh will be further conpounded by the rapid denographic
i ncrease being experienced and projected in the NA. Denmand
for selected products in five conmunities in 1985 is shown in
Tabl e 111. the quantities clearly show a higher level of
demand in the west.

TABLE | 11

Demand for Sel ected Agricultural Products
in Five Communities in 1985
( * 000 Kilograns)

Ranki n Canbri dge

Pr oduct Igaluit I nl et Bay nuvik Yellowknife
Pot at oes 89 35 15 309 659
Sal ad 69 33 14 124 352
Veget abl es
Tabl e 40 16 7 92 239

Veget abl es
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Projected increase in total demand for agricultural products
vary between 4 to 10 percent for communities across the NW
In Yellowknife the projected increase is about 10% Demand
for potatoes w Il experience the greatest expansion, 15% as
indicated in Table IV.

TABLE |V

Trends in Market Demand for Four Agricultural
Products in Yellowknife 1985 - 1990
( ' 000 Kilograrms)

Pot at oes 659 667 675 684 691 760

Sal ad Veget abl es 352 359 361 365 369 372

Tabl e Veget abl es 239 341 245 384 250 253
Consunption of I|ivestock and |ivestock products are also

expected to increase appreciably as |ocal production nakes
them avail abl e and at conpetitive prices. The demand for pork
and mlk in 1987 are shown in Tables V and VI respectively.

TABLE V

Demand for Pork in the NAM

Region Nunmber of
Hogs
Reauired

Fort Smth 3,334

Baffin 1, 285

| nuvi k 1,110

Keewat i n 651

Ki ti kneot 490

Tot al 6,880



Region

Fort Smth
Baffin

I nuvi k
Keewat i n

Ki ti knmeot
Tot al

a drop in mlk prices was experienced in the Yellowknife area
in 1986/87 when a dairy cane
many comunities in the NWI' now have access to fresher
price since comercia
in 1987.

a cheaper
Hay River
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TAELE VI

Demand for MIk in the NWT

Quantity of
Liauid Denmanded
( * 000 kg. )

2,620
1, 007
874

| npedi nrents to Industry's Devel opnent

The problens associated wth agricultura

Nor t hwest
from the physical,
t hese problens require long termsolutions where as others coul d be
structured realignnment of
The follow ng inpedinents have been identified.

addressed by
progr ans.

Territories are nyriad and vary

Nunber of’
Dairy Cows Required

I nto production.

485
186
161
95
72

99

Equal Iy so,

devel opnent in the
in conplexity;

soci oeconom c to the political. |ndeed, sone of

a) Phvsical Limtations

It

GWI policies and

known that the harsher climatein the NWT precludes

certain kinds and scale of agricultural activities.

The winters in the sub-Arctic region of

are long and cold. Tenperatures fall
nonths of the year, Cctober to April, and extremes as |low as -

57°C have been recorded.
10"C, July being the warnest when extrene tenperatures may be

as high as 36”"C In the major agricultural areas, the frost

free period ranges from50 to 100 days.
degree-days of heating required in Yellowknife each year

Daily sunmer

t he Mackenzie Vall ey
below O'C for seven

t enperatures average

The average nunber

8529 conpared to 5923 in Wnni peg. Conditions in the Arctic
regions are nore severe. Anot her problem that has to be
contended with is the depth of the pernafrost. In sone areas

t he ground
the surface.
pr obl ens:

is permanently frozen to a few centinetres bel ow
There are three possible ways to overcone these

eggs at
producti on of eggs started in

rangi ng
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) use of controlled environment farmng e.g. greenhouses;
ii) adaptation of crops to northern climtic conditions;

iii) devel opnent of indigenous northern livestock and plant
species for agriculture.

The inability to readily access financing oOften neans project
delays, and in some instances abandonment of prom sing
busi ness opportunities. Conmercial lending institutions are
generally reluctant to finance high risk projects even wher
the probable returns are good. This is a difficult issue tc
resol ve since commercial funding decisions are often nmade

outside the NWI.  Three solutions are suggested:

) redesi gning GNWI funding prograns to specifically address
devel opnment of specific agricultural potential in the
NWT.

i) comrer ci al fundi ng agencies can be encouraged to play ¢
nore proactive role in the NWT's econonm c devel opnent
effort;

iii) ensuring a higher degree of NWT/Federal cooperation ir
accessing funding prograns for agriculture, such as the
Farm Credit Corporation, PFRA

Limted Access to Land

The availability of suitable land in adequate acreages ¢

crucial for |and based agriculture. The noratorium on ne\
land disposition in 1975 has effectively halted growh anc
expansion of arable farmng. Disposition of land for
agricultural purposes is held to be contentious in many
circles, but this is far from the truth. The South Sl ave
Regi onal Council, at its January 1988 neeting was supporti ve
of agricultural devel opnent and wants to be involved in the
deci si on-maki ng  process. New land allocations my not
j eopardi ze ongoing land clains negotiations providing the
Dene/Metis are coopted to the decision-nmaking bodies. Pri or

to the settlenent of land clains, could be nade available ir
the foll ow ng ways:

) | ease only policy; this endorses the status quo. The
specific land developnent would be subject to the
approval of a conmttee conprised of all relevant
i nterest groups;

ii) pre-selection of agricultural Jlands by a commttee
conposed  of representatives of the federal anc

territorial governnents and the Dene/Metis;

iii) coordinated devel opment of easy access and high potential
areas identified as class IIl to IV capability.
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Supply Management Systems

Nati onal Marketing Agencies effectively Iimt new entrants to
quota regulated industries such as mlk, egg, and poultry by
restricting the nunber of producers in operation

These agencies were created at a tine when potential for
rel ated production industries in the NWI was consi dered
m nimal and actual production was VXK.  The NWI had no base
production upon which to ux an allocation at the tineg,
consequently, the NW was excluded fromentering into
Federal / Territorial agreements to access quota allocations.

The NWI is currently seeking admttance to the Canadi an Egg,
Chi cken and Turkey Marketing Agencies, and it is anticipated
that agreenents for NW quota for Chicken and Turkey will be
negotiated in the near future. Egg quota is proving to be
somewhat of nore difficult issue. Surplus renoval allowances
the present oversupply of eggs nationally have created nore
restrictive environnment in ternms of national allocations.

Lack of Agri-Business Entrepreneurs

Lack of a skilled agricultural work pool and agri-business
entrepreneurs in the NWM are problens to the extent that
skilled | abour and expertise will have to be inported. There
are nmediumterm solutions to this situation

1) encourage joint venture enterprises which access southern
expertise in affiliation with local native devel opnent
cor por ati ons;

ii) encourage comunity oriented snmall scale foods programs
to increase the awareness, interest and skill |evels
present in the NWF particularly amng native peopl es.

iii) an agricultural option be included in the Renewable
Resource WManagenent diploma program of Arctic Coll ege,
Fort Smth.

Lack of an Acrricultural Infrastructure

There is need to create an appropriate infrastructure to
accommodate agriculture in the NA. There are no approved
processing facilities for livestock, gane aninmals, poultry or
vegetables in the NW. There are no | and devel opnent prograns
to facilitate drainage and irrigation inprovenents to
agricultural |ands. There are limted livestock or |large
mammal veterinary services in the NA.

In spite of these deficiencies, the extension services
provided by the Departnent of Econom c Devel opnent & Tourisn
have attenpted to address address of producers in terns of
provi ding technical advice and accessing financial assistance.
In the private sector, there are no exclusive farm machinery
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deal erships or supply centres. Ki ngl and Ford Mercury Sales
Ltd. of Hay River stocks a I|imted quantity of farn
i mpl enents, but the preponderance of its business is in
aut onobi |l e sales and maintenance. These inadequacies wll
impact i.n a major way the type and level of agricultural
development that could be attained in the NWT. There are only
medium and long term solutions to this problem. Appropriate
institutions will have to be created and facilities built.
The following are possible solutions:

i) attract a veterinarian to service the agricultural
centres of Fort Smth, Hay River and Fort Sinpson;

i) facilitate the construction of abattoirs, processing and
storage facilities;

iii) create relevant financial and technical support prograns
and agencies to adm nister them

9) Lack of an Agricultural Policy, Standards and Requl ations

The absence of a Territorial policy and regul ations not only
limts the scale of operations but also reduces consuner
confidence in hone grown products. The required policies and
regulations would have to be in place to satisfy industry
requi renments and consunmer expectations.

Options for Devel opnent

The ultimte objective for developing an agricultural industry is
for the efficient provision of a safe, secure and sufficient supply
of food for NW residents at reasonable prices while ensuring a
satisfactory and equitable standard of living for those who choose
farmng as a vocation. This statenent enconpasses regiona

devel opnent, resource conservation and inport substitution sub-
obj ecti ves.

There are a nunber of opportunities that can be realized in the

agricultural sector. however, agriculture in the NWM, as in other
regions, faces a nunber of risks uncommon to other businesses.
These i ncl ude weat her fl uctuations, mar ket condi ti ons,

vul nerability to inports and cyclical prices anong others.
Prograns to pronote and stimulate the agricultural sector nust be
varied and capable of satisfying the changing and different
requi renments of the sector. Basically, tw types of prograns can
be introduced:

1) production oriented prograns delivered on a per unit
basis; and
i) consumer oriented prograns.

Since agriculture is still in its infancy, producer directed
prograns will be nore appropriate. Producer directed prograns can
take different fornms as outlined bel ow
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Direct Incone Support Prourans
These are neasures that raise the effective price received by
producers. Such prograns are usually inplenmented through the
budget and do not raise the price paid by consuners. These
progranms can be introduced through the follow ng instrunents:

i) direct paynents (disasters, deficiency, head, acreage,
direct storage paynents, etc.) ; and

i) "Buy North" CompenS ol T4,-
| ndirect I ncone Progqrams

These prograns seek to reduce the costs paid by producers,

mainly for their inputs. These prograns can be budget
support ed. They do not affect the market prices received by
producers or paid by consuners. These prograns may i ncl ude

the follow ng:

i) capital gains and contributions;

i1) concessions on credit (interest subsidies, repayable
| oans, contributions) ;

iii) i1nput subsidies (fuel, fertilizer, transport, etc.);

V) i nsurance; and

V) processing and storage assistance.

Market Price Support Programs

These prograns raise the nmarket price received by producer:
for their crops. Generally, they are inplenented through the
mar ket and therefore will tend to raise prices paid by
consuners. There are various ways to inplenment such prograns
i ncl udi ng:

1) price prem ums;

i) export refunds/credits;

iii) inport substitution schenes;

iv) supply managenent (production\acreage quotas) ; and

V) nmonopol y organi zations (marketing boards, inport contro
or gani zat i ons)

O her Programs

These include prograns that wll inpact the agricultura
sector as a whole in the long term by reducing costs. For
exanpl e:

) research, advisory, training and extensi on,
I1) transportation subsidy;

Ii1) tax rebates; and . .

iv)  land inprovenent and soil conservation.
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Federal and Territorial Prograns

Exi sting federal agricultural prograns can be accessed to satisf:
some of the deficiencies in territorial prograns. These federa
progranms can be grouped into six categories as follows:
consunption tax benefits prograns;

credit prograns;

i vest ock prograns;

stabilization prograns; and

enpl oynent prograns.

research and devel opnent

—+~ D O O T D

Sorme of these prograns are target specific as they are designed t«
i npact a particular industry or area. Many can be made avail abl
to territorial farmers through federal/territorial agreenents.

Prograns adm nistered by the Departnent of Econom c Devel opnment «
Tourismare limted in scope and are not always appropriate for th

specific needs that are peculiar to the agricultural sector. Thi
majority of the prograns available through the Departnent ar:
i ndi rect income programs, in the form of capital grants,

contributions and | oans. Such prograns, for exanple, do not see
to pronote consuner confidence nor conpensate farnmers for th
cyclical fluctuations in the marketpl ace. However, prograns suc
as the Renewable Resource Enhancenent Program can be furthe
devel oped to accommobdate the unique requirenments of th
agricultural industry.

Qpportunities for Devel opnent

The NWI has yet to claimconparative advantage in the production of

any particular comodity. This, however, does not preclude th
Territories from producing various products for its donesti:d
mar ket . There is the potential for saving on freight an
production costs of sone products. Some products will be bes

produced near transportation systens while others |ike greenhous
crops may be nore advantageous in renpte |ocations.

Three studies comm ssioned by the Departnment are in support o
| ocal production:

a) "Small ScaleAgriculture in the Northwest Territories'", 1985;
b) "Study of VegetableMarkets in Selected N WT. Communities"
1986; and

c) "Pond Inlet Gardens", 1987.

From these reports the general conclusion is that nost itens coul
be produced conpetitively in the North with the exception of cereal
Crops. There is an adequate market to justify agricultura
devel opnent at various |ocations throughout the NWI, with a greate
proportion of the activities located in the Southern Mackenzi
Regi on
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There exists potential in the follow ng areas:

Gane farming, (utilization of indigenous species unique to the
NWF such as Muskox, Cari bou;

Smal| fruit and berry production and associated processing and
mar keting of specialized products relating to both wld and
donestic products;

Poultry operations (broilers and turkeys) ;

Egg- | ayi ng operations;

Farrow to finish hog operations;

Hay growi ng enterprises;

Cowcal f/feed | ot operations;

Beekeepi ng operati ons;

Mar ket gardening and truck farm ng;

Dary industry (fluid mlk) ; and

G eenhouses.

In addition to these primary producing activities, secondary
industries of a small to nmedium scale can be profitable as well.
These i ncl ude:

Berry processing;

Poul try packaging;

Meat packi ng;

Veget abl e and potato processing; and
Processing of dairy products.

Real i zation of these opportunities will contribute in a major way
to the reduction of the approximately $130 mllion spent annually
on inported food from the South.

Concl usi on

Commercial agriculture in the NW is a possibility. The NW has
been endowed with an arable land base of 4.3 million hectares which
present tremendous potential for developnent. Various studies and
indeed history have clearly denmonstrated the NWT's capacity to
satisfy its domestic food requirenents. To fully realize this
agricul tural potenti al, the appropriate policies, prograns,
regul ations and infrastructures will have to be put in place

Recommendat i ons

In order to realize the opportunities for self-reliance and inport
substitution in food that the agricultural sector presents, the
foll owi ng actions are recommended:

a) devel opnment of a conprehensive agricultural policy and
appropriate standards and regul ations; and

b) creation of an agricultural agency with the nmandate to foster
agricultural developnent, provide financial and technical
support, formulate agricultural prograns, develop and enforce
standards and regul ations, and advise on policy matters.
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An Interdepartmental Standing Committee on Agricultural Developmen:
hasbeen formed to facilitate effective conmunication between Nw
departnents having regulatory or devel opnental jurisdiction on the
industry. Departnental interests are envisaged as follows:

Economic Development and Tourism
Agricultural Development;
Promotion and Marketing;
Operation of Commodities' Board; and
Agricultural Extension services.

Renewabl e Resources
Veterinary services;
Enf orcenent of regulations and standards;
Envi ronnental inpacts;
Ani mal heal t h;
Agricultural land use outside municipalities;
Territorial neat inspection; and
Land devel opnent and soil conservation.

Heal t h
Advice on health matters;
Workers' safety;

Enforcenent of Territorial Health Acts and Regul ations; and
Federal Food and Drug Act.

Community Affairs
Agricultural land use within nunicipalities.



