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Y. KEY FINDINGS

Canada’ s abori gi nal popul ations are growing rapidly. Most
aboriginal groups wll increase their proportion of the Canadian
popul ati on by 2001, except non-status |ndians.

The status Indian and Inuit popul ations have had, and wll continue
to have, higher growth rates than the Canadi an popul ation.

By 1991, 18 percent of all status Indians wll be Bill G231

registrants or their children. This proportion is expected to
decline to 17 percent in 2001.

The status Indian population is and will continue to be younger
than the Canadian popul ation. It is, however, aging and wl|
continue to do so through to 2001.

The popul ation growh and aging patterns of the Inuit mirror those
of status Indians.
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FI GURE 1

Canada’s Aboxriginal Populations
1981—-2001
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By 1991, the estimated popul ation of Canadians wth aborigina
origins will increase nearly one-third, from 735,500 in 1981

to 958,500. In the long-term a further one-fifth increase
to 1,145,100 is projected by 2001.

The total status Indian population will have grown by one-half
by 1991 to 521,500, up from 336,900 in 1981. By 2001, the
nunber of status Indians will increase another one-fifth to
622,900, al nost double the 1981 figure.

By 1991, the nunber of Indians on-reserve will have increased
one-third to 316,300, up from 237,600 in 1981. In the long-
term the projections estimate a population of another
one-fifth, to 385,500 in 2001.

The nunber of Indians off-reserve will have nore than doubl ed
by 1991, from 99,300 in 1981 to 205,200. There will be little
popul ati on growth between 1991 and 2001, when the off-reserve
popul ation 1s projected to be 237, 400.

The Inuit popul ation has a projected growh to 1991 of nearly
one-third, from 25,900 in 1981 to 33, 400. By 2001, another
one-fifth increase is projected, to 40,900, over one and a
half tinmes the 1981 figure.




5
FI GURE 2
ABORIGINAL GROUPS
PROPORTION OF CANADIAN POPULATION
1981, 1991. 2001
PERCENT
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Bl wer [3D1weer [ 2001
Canada’s aboriginal populations are grow ng rapidly. Mbst
aboriginal groups wll increase their proportion of the
Canadi an popul ati on by 2001, except non-status |Indians.
The percentage of all aboriginal peoples in the Canadian
popul ation will have increased by one-fifth in the short-term

from 3.0% in 1981 to 3.6% in 1991. The long-term increase
wll be nore gradual, to 3.9% by 2001.

The proportion of Canadians who are status Indians was 1.4%
in 1981. This will have increased substantially by 1991, to
2.0%. In the long-term growh is expected to slow down and

by 2001, status Indians will conprise 2.1% of the Canadian
popul ati on.

Gowh in the proportion of Indians on-reserve is expected to
be from1.0%in 1981 to 1.2% in 1991 and 1.3% in 2001.

The off-reserve Indian population will have doubled its share
of the Canadian population by 1991, from 0.41% in 1981 to
0.77% It will increase only marginally in the long-term to

0.81% by 2001.

popul ation projections for the 1Inuit forecast that their
percentage share of the Canadian population will not change
substantially due to their small population size, from0.11%
in 1981 to 0.12% in 1991 and 0.14% in 2001.
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FI GURE 3
Growth Rates of Status |Indian Inuit
and Canadian Population-s
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The status Indian and Inuit popul ations have had, and will

continue to have, higher growh rates than the Canadian
popul ati on.

High growth rates in the status Indian popul ation between 1985
and 1990 are due to Bill C31, wth 91,000 new registrants
entering the population in this period.

The annual growth rate for status Indians peaked at 7.1% in
both 1986 and 1987. The growth rate will drop sharply after
Bill C31 registration, to 2.1% in 1991 and it is expected
to further decline to 1.6% by 2001.

By 1991, the growh rate for the on-reserve Indian popul ation
wll be slightly nore than two-thirds of the 1982 rate, 2.4%
Vs 3.5% By 2001, the growmh rate will likely decline to
1.7% three-quarters of the 1991 rate.

Due to Bill C-31, the off-reserve Indian population wll have
experienced the highest growh rates of any aboriginal group
bet ween 1985 and 1990, with a peak of 17.3% in 1986. Gowh
will then steadily decline to a low of 1.2% in 1996. From
1997 to 2001, the growh rate of Indians off-reserve is
expected to be simlar to those of other aboriginal groups.

The Inuit population will also experience a declining growth
rate , from2.8%in 1982 to 2.4% in 1991 and 1.8% in 2001.

By contrast, the Canadian population is expected to have an
increasing growh rate to 1991 (froma low of .8%in 1986 to
1.1% in 1991), followed by a slow decline to .8% in 2001.
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FIl GURE 4
Bill Cc—31 and On—Reserve
Population Scenarios )
S a Pexrcent of Total Status Indians

1981—2001
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. By 1991, 18% of all status Indians wll be Bill C31
regi strants or their children. This proportion is expected
to decline to 17% in 2001.
. Bill CG31 will have a major inpact on the division of Indians
on and off-reserve. Most  Bill C-31 registrants 1ive

off-reserve. Thus, as their proportion of the total status
Indian popul ation increases, the percent living oOn-reserve
decl i nes. The main inpact is felt between 1985 and 1990.

After 1990, a faster population growh is expected on-reserve
than off-reserve. Despite the rapid expansion of the
of f-reserve population due to Bill c-31, there has not. been
a major change in the residence patterns of the non-Bill c¢-31
popul ation . As well, approxinmately 18% of all Bill C31
registrants are expected to mgrate to reserves. Also, the

natural growth rate of the on-reserve population is assumed
to be higher.

In the nmedium growh scenario, the proportion of status
| ndi ans who live on-reserve declines from 70.5% in 1981 to

60.7% in 1991. It then begins to slowy increase to 61..9% in
2001.

The rapid and slow growm h scenarios project simlar declines

in the on-reserve population, although the rapid growh
scenario assunmes that 63.3% of all Indians will live on-

reserve by 2001 and the slow growth scenario assunes 60.4%.
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FI GURE 5A

Age Structure Of he Populations
Canada and Total Status Indians
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FI GURE 5A

Age Structurxe of the Populat@ons:
Canada and Total Status Indians

The status Indian population is and will continue to be
younger than the Canadian popul ati on. It is, however, aging
and will continue to do so through to 2001.

In 1981, the nedian age of status Indians was 11 Byears | ess
than that of the Canadian popul ation, 19 vs 30. By 1991, it
wi Il be 10 years less than the Canadi an nmedi an age, 23 vs 33.
In the long-term the nmedian age for status Indians will be
12 years less than for all Canadians, 26 vs 38 in 2001.

Both the status Indian and the Canadian popul ations are aging.
However, the status Indian population is aging from youth into
t he worki ng-aged group, while the Canadian population is aging
into retirenent. Nonet hel ess, the total nunber of |ndians

over age 65 will double between 1981 and 2001, from 14,300 to
29, 000.

The following chart summarizes the 1981 and 2001 percentage
br eakdowns of the population by age for both groups:

St atus | ndi ans Canada
Ages 1981 2001 1981 2001
0-14 39% 31% 23% 19%
15- 64 56% 64% 68% 68%
65+ 4% 5% 9% 14%

One consequence of the relative youthfulness of the status
Indian population is that it has had and is expected to
maintain a higher dependency ratio than the Canadian
popul ati on. The dependency ratio expresses the relationship
bet ween the dependent popul ation (under 15 and 65 and over)
and the working-aged popul ation (15-64)

Wiile the dependency ratio for the Canadian Hopplation is
expected to remain relatively the same, from .47 in 1981 to

.48 in_2001, it will decline for the status Indian popul ation,
from .77 in 1981 to .56 in 2
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FI GURE 5B
e of the Populations
Indians On—Reserve
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FI GURE 5B
Age Structurxe of the Populations:
Canada and Indians On—Reserve

° The on-reserve Indian(fopulation is and will continue to be
younger than the Canadi an popul ation. In 1981, the nedi an
age for Indians on-reserve was 11 years less than that of the
Canadi an popul ation, 19 vs 30. It will also be 11 years |ess
than the Canadi an nedi an age by 1991, 22 vs 33. By 2001, the
nmedi an age for Indians on-reserve will be 13 years |ess than
for Canadi ans, 25 vs 38.

° Wil e both the Canadian and the on-reserve Indian popul ati ons

are aging, Indians on-reserve are aging into the working-aged
group-whil e Canadi ans are aging into retirenent.

° The followng chart summarizes the 1981 and 2001 percentage
breakdowns of the population by age for both groups:
I ndians On-reserve Canada
Ages 1981 2001 1981 2001
0-14 40% 34% 23% 19%
15- 64 55% 62% 68% 68%
65+ 5% 5% 9% 14%
° Because Indians on-reserve are younger, the popul ation has and
is expected to maintain a higher dependency ratio than the
Canadi an popul ati on. The dependency ratio expresses the

relati onship between the dependent population (under 15 and
65 and over) and the working-aged popul ati on (15-64).

° Wiile the dependency ratio for the Canadian population wll
remain relatively constant, .47 in 1981 and .48 in 2001, it
will decline for the on-reserve population from .81 in 1981

to .63 in 2001.

® There will be no major differences between the age structures
of the total status Indian and the on-reserve Indian
populations in 1991. By 2001, however, the on-reserve

popul ation is projected to be younger. The percent of the
Bopulatlon that is retirenment-aged wll be roughly equival ent
etween the two popul ati ons.
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FI GURE 5C
Age structure of the Populations
Canada and Indians Off-Reserxrve
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FI GURE 5C
Age Stxructure of the Populations
Canada and Indians Off—Reserxrve
. The off-reserve Indian population is and wll continue to be
younger than the Canadian popul ation. In 1981, the nedian
age for Indians off-reserve was 10 years |ess than that of the
Canadi an popul ati on, 20 vs 30. It will be 11 years |ess than
the Canadian nedian age by 1991, 22 vs 33. By 2001, the
nmedi an age for Indians off-reserve will be 13 years |ess than
for Canadi ans, 25 vs 38.
° Wil e both the Canadi an and the off-reserve |Indian popul ati ons

are aging, Indians off-reserve are aging into the working-aged
group while Canadians are aging into retirenent.

° The following chart sunmarizes the 1981 and 2001 percentage
breakdowns of the population by age for both groups:

| ndi ans O f-reserve Canada
Ages 1981 2001 1981 2001
0-14 37% 27% 23% 19%
15- 64 59% 68% 68% 68%
65+ 4% 5% 9% 14%

° Despite the fact that Indians off-reserve will continue to be
youngsr, the population wll have a simlar dependencx rati o
to the Canadian popul ation by 2001, due largely to the fact
that both aroups w il have 68% of their population in the
wor ki ng- age-d group. The dependency rat-io expresses the

rel ati onshi bet ween the dependent population (under 15 and
65 and over) and the working-aged population (15-64)

° The dependency ratio for the Canadian population will remain
relatively constant. .47 in 1981 and .48 in 2001. It was
hi gher for the off-reserve |ndian population in 1981, at .69
but it wll drop to .46 by 2001

. Both the total status Indian and the off-reserve Indian
popul ations had roughly equivalent proportions of their
ppPuIations in the retirement-aged group in 1981. This trend
will continue in 2001. Indians off-reserve, however, have had
and will continue to have a higher proportion of their
popul ation in the working-aged group.
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FI GURE 5D
Age Strxructure of the Populations
Canada and Inuit
1981
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FI GURE 5D

Age Structurxre Of the Populations:
Canada and Inuit

. In 1981, the nedian age of the Inuit was 12 years |ess than
that of the Canadian popul ation, 18 vs 30. In 1991, there
will still be a 12 year gap between the nedian ages of both
groups, 21 for the Inuit and 33 for Canada. The gap will
wi den 1 n the Ion?—termto 15 years and by 2001, the nedi an age
for the Inuit will be 23, conpared to 38 for all of Canada.

. The aging Wﬁpattern for the Inuit mrrors that of status
I ndi ans. ile both the Inuit and the Canadian popul ations

are aging, the Inuit are aging into the working-aged group
whil e the Canadian population is aging into retirenent.

. The following chart summarizes the 1981 and 2001 percentage
breakdowns of the popul ation by age for both groups:
[ nui t Canada
Ages 1981 2001 1981 2001
0-14 43% 34% 23% 19%
15- 64 54% 62% 68% 68%
65+ 3% 4% 9% 14%
. As a result of the relative youthfulness of the Inuit
opul ation, the Inuit have and are expected to nmintain_ a
i gher dependency ratio than the Canadi an popul ation. The

dependency ratio expresses the relationship between the
dependent population (under 15 and 65 and over) and the
wor ki ng- aged popul ation (15-64).

. Wiile the dependency ratio for the Canadian population wll
remain relatively constant between 1981 and 2001 at

.47 Vs .48, it will decline for the Inuit population, from .84
in 1981 to .61 in 2001.
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IV. IMPLICATIONS

As the foregoing shows, Canada’'s aboriginal population is in a
period of rapid change. This transition will have a nunber of
inplications, particularly for status Indian policy, prograns and
activities which will provide a challenge to federal, provincial
and band governnents.

As the aboriginal population continues to grow relative to the
general population, so to does its political and social influence.

The inportance of status Indian concerns within Native issues wll
increase as the fornmer’s influence is strengthened by the influx
of Bill G-31 registrants.

Unl ess specifically indicated, the following inplications focus on
the status |ndian popul ation.

Wiile the overall percentage of Indians on-reserve w |l decrease,
the nunber of people living on-reserve wll increase significantly.
As a result, there will be increasing demand for social services

and econom c devel opnent on-reserve.

The significant shift in the distribution of the Indian on and off-
reserve population due to Bill c-31 provides a challenge to federal
and provincial governments. The rising proportion of Indians off-
reserve may lead to increased pressure on governnments to provide
on-reserve |like services to off-reserve Indians.

There will be a dramatic increase in the nunber of Indians on-
reserve in the education system not only through higher retention
rates but due to a continuous increase in the school age popul ation

(5-21) , with 21,000 nore in this age group in the year 2001 than
in 1991.

Wiile the Canadian population is aging into the retirenent-aged
groups, the registered Indian population is aging into the working-
aged groups. As a result, while the Canadi an popul ation in genera
wll be demanding increased social services, such as geriatric
health care and housing for the aged, the Indian population wll
need |abour narket oriented services, such as post-secondary

education, training, enploynent opportunities and assistance for
econom ¢ devel opnent.
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As the Indian popul ati on ages and young people enter the workforce,

heavy demands will be placed on Indian communities to provide
suitabl e enpl oynent opportunities. By the year 2001, there will
be 56,000 youth on-reserve of working-age (17-24), 5,000 nore than
in 1991. Finding work for Indian youth will beconme an increasing
chal I enge. Failure will add to social assistance rolls.

The aging of the Indian population and increasing |life expectancy
will result in a doubling between 1991 and 2001 of elderly Indians
with their own special care needs.

To better serve a growing aboriginal population in transltlon
requires on-going nonitoring of the long-term cost inplications of
these changes on prograns. The corollary is that it be acconpanied
by a modelling capabi |It?/ which will allow the assessnent of the
i npact of alternative policy and program options.
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v . METHODOLOGICAIL. NOTES AND SOURCES

The abori gi nal denographic highlights are based on popul ation tine
series from 1981 to 2001

Abori gi na

The aboriginal population tine series is the aggregate of the
following three aboriginal populations tinme series

- Registered Indians (including all Bill C-31'registrants)
- Métis and Non-status I ndians
- Inuit

Regi stered | ndi ans

The registered Indian time series is based on the Population
Projectlons of Registered |Indians 1981-2011 (Adjusted Indian
Regi ster Data) prepared by the Denography D vision of Statistics
Canada for the Departnent of Indian Affairs and Northern
Devel opnent .

Three scenarios have been used in this report. The slow growth
scenari o assumes constant nortality, rapidly declining fertility
and 10 percent of all Bill c¢-31 registrants |living on-reserve by
1996. The nedium growh scenario assunmes declining mortality,
slowy declining fertility and 18 percent. of all Bill c¢-31
registrants living on-reserve by 1996. The rapid growmh scenario
assunes declining nortality, constant fertility and 25 percent of
all Bill c-31 registrants living on-reserve by 1996.

The tinme series is based on Indian Register data, adjusted for the
late reporting of births and deaths. Because of the adjustnents
made to these data sets, figures for any one year nmay not match
ot her nunbers previously published by the Departnment of Indian
Affairs and Northern Devel opnment or Statistics Canada.

Métis and Non-status |ndi ans

The Métis and non-status Indian tinme series is based on 1986 Census
data and estimates from 1982 to 2001 from Quantitative Analysis and
Socio-demographic Resear ch. The 1986 Métis and non-status |ndi an
popul ation estimate is derived from an estimate of the total
aboriginal population from the 1986 Census, |ess the estimted 1986
status Indian and Inuit popul ations. The estimate assunes that
bet ween 1986 and 1990, 75 percent of the Bill c¢-31 registrants wll
be eligible for reinstatenent and therefore would no |onger be
identified as non-status |ndians. It assunmes that the Métis and
non-status I ndian population will have the sane annual growth rate
as the registered Indian population under the nedium growh

scenario of the Population Projections of Registered Indians
1981-2011.
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| nui t

The Inuit tinme series is based on the 1981 Census and the nedium
growth scenario of the Projections of the TInuit Popul ation
1981- 2001 by Norbert Robitaille of the Departnment of Denography of
the University of Montreal for pranp in 1987.

The 1986 Census identified a total of 33,465 Inuit, consisting of
27,290 single-origin Inuit and 6,175 people with Inuit and non-
aboriginal origins. |In addition, it identified approximtely 3,000
Inuit with other multiple origins, such as 1,275 people who
identified thensel ves as having North Anerican |ndian, Métis, Inuit
and non-aboriginal origins.
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VI. DATA TABLES
TABLE 1A
POPULATION GROWTH
STATUS INDIANS
TOTAL., ON AND OFF' RESERVE
1981—-2001
. TOTAL STATUS | NDI ANS | ON- RESERVE | NDI ANS .+ OFF- RESERVE | NDI ANS
. BOTH SEXES +» BOTH SEXES i+ BOTH SEXES
YEAR TOTAL GROMH TOTAL GROMH TOTAL GRONMH
POPULATION ~ RATE ! POPULATION  RATE 1 POPULATION  RATE
1981 336, 900 - 237, 600 - 99, 300 -
1982 | 345, 400 2.52 1 245,900 3.49 1. 99, 500 0.20
1983 | 354, 400 2.61 1) 253, 300 3.01 101, 100 1.61
1984 364, 700 2,91 . 261, 000 3.04 ! 103, 700 2.57
1985 | 376, 400 3.21 268, 000 2.68 ! 108, 400 4.53
1986 . 403, 042 7.08 1. 275, 891 2.94 127,151 17.30
1987 431, 439 7.05 . 282,671 2.46 ! 148, 768 17.00
1988 | 458, 807 6.34 | 291, 485 312 ¢ 167, 322 12. 47
1989 | 485, 186 5.75 1 299, 869 2.88 ') 185, 317 10. 75
1990 | 510, 905 5.30 308, 727 2.95 . 202,178 9.10
1991 521, 461 2.07 ) 316, 273 2.44 205, 188 1.49
1992 531, 981 2.02 323, 855 2.40 ' 208, 126 1.43
1993 | 542,426 1.96 | 331, 457 2.35 ! 210,970 1.37
1994 | 552, 799 1.91 : 339, 070 2.30 ! 213,729 1.31
1995 . 563, 082 1.86 . 346, 711 2.25 ! 216, 371 1.24
1996 573, 269 1.81 1 354, 379 2.21 218, 890 1.16
1997 . 583, 356 1.76 1! 360, 599 1.76 ! 222,757 177
1998 | 593, 346 1.71 ' 366, 808 1.72 226, 538 1.70
1999 | 603, 271 1.67 1| 373,027 1.70 ') 230, 245 1.64
2000 | 613, 117 1.63 1 379, 258 1.67 1: 233, 860 1.57
2001 | 622, 901 1.60 . 385, 514 1.65 ! 237, 387 1.51
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TABLE 1B
POPULATION GROWTH
CANADA , ABORIGINAL> AND INUIT
1981—2001

i TOTAL CANADA i+ TOTAL ABORI G NAL i1 TOTAL INUIT

i BOTH SEXES i+ BOTH SEXES 1 BOTH SEXES
YEAR | TOTAL GROMH TOTAL GROMH TOTAL GROATH

' POPULATION RATE | ! POPULATION  RATE i POPULATION  RATE
1981 | 24,341,700 -— 735, 481 - ! 25,871 -
1982 | 24,583, 100 0.99 ! 753, 467 2.45 1. 26, 598 2.81
1983 | 24,787,200 0.83 ' 771,931 2.45 217,326 2.74
1984 | 24,978, 200 0.77 ! 792,126 2.62 1. 28, 051 2.65
1985 | 25,165, 400 0.75 814, 179 2.78 1] 28,779 2.60
1986 | 25,353,000 0.75 : 845, 381 3.83 29, 506 2.53
1987 | 25,608, 400 .01 3! 869, 076 2.80 30, 285 2. 64
1988 | 25,887, 100 1.09 892, 269 2.67 ! 31,063 2.57
1989 | 26,171, 500 1.10 1. 915, 742 2.63 1. 31, 842 2.51
1990 | 26, 460, 600 1.10 939, 048 2.55 1. 32,620 2. 44
1991 | 26,753,700 .11 958, 452 2.07 - 33,399 2. 39
1992 | 27,045, 200 1.09 ! 977, 818 2.02 11 34,173 2.32
1993 | 27,334,200 1.07 ¢ 997, 026 1.96 ! 34,950 2.27
1994 27,628, 400 1.08 i 1,016, 104 1.91 . 35,724 2.21
1995 | 27,904, 100 1.00 . 1,035, 031 1.86 ' 36, 501 2.18
1996 | 28,179,900 0.99 1,053, 787 1.81 1! 37,275 2.12
1997 | 28, 448, 300 0.95 i 1,072, 318 1.76 1. 38, 007 1.96
1998 | 28,708, 900 0.92 i 1,090, 706 I*71 38, 739 1.93
1999 ;| 28, 962, 200 0.88 1. 1,108, 976 1.68 . 39, 471 1.89
2000 @ 29,208, 800 0.85 ! 1,127,107 1.63 . 40, 203 1.85
2001 | 29,449,200 0.82 1,145,109 1.60 40, 935 1.82



23

TABLE 2

POPULATION

IGINAL GROUP

NADIAN
231—200 1

NT OF CA
BY ABOR
19

PERCE

OFF INUIT ABORI G NAL
RESERVE

ON
RESERVE




24
TABLE 3A
POPULATION BY AcE GROUP
CANADA
1981, 1991, 2001
ACGE 1981 % TOTAL | 1991 % TOTAL | 2001 % TOTAL
POPULATI ON POP i POPULATI ON PCP i POPULATI ON POP
0-4 1,783,110 7.40 | 1,870, 100 6.99 | 1,724,100 5.85
5-9 1,775,060 7.37 1,833,900 6. 85 1, 835. 000 6.23
10- 14 1,916, 035 7.96 | 1,821, 000 6. 81 1,930, 800 6. 56
15-19 2,303, 580 9.56 | 1,824,500 6. 82 1,912,000 6. 49
20-24 2,334,420 9.69 | 1,998, 400 7.47 1,958, 300 6. 65
25-29 2,166, 170 8.99 | 2,328,900 8.70 2,016, 100 6. 85
30-34 2,033, 805 8.44 | 2,385,700 8.92 2,163, 800 7.35
35-39 1,625, 435 6.75 | 2,200,200 8.22 2,420,000 8.22
40- 44 1,331, 345 5.53 ' 2,021,000 7.55 2,413, 800 8.20
45-49 1,253, 355 5.20 | 1, 606, 900 6. 01 2,197. 400 7.46
50- 54 1,234,070 5.12 | 1,307, 000 4. 89 2,005, 600 6.81
55-59 1,173, 855 4.87 | 1,214,700 4.54 1,589, 700 5.40
60- 64 968, 635 4.02 | 1,171, 800 4. 38 1,281, 700 4.35
65+ 2,184,610 9.07 ' 3,169,500 11.85 4,000, 800 13.59
TOTAL 24,083, 495 100. 00 | 26, 753, 700 100.00 1 29,449,200  100.00
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TABLE 3B
POPULATION BY AGE GROUP
TOTAL STATUS INDI ANS
1981, 1991, 2001

AGE 1981 % TOTAL 1991 %z TOTAL ! 2001 % TOTAL

POPULATI ON POP | POPULATI ON POP | POPULATI ON POP
0-4 45, 737 13.58 64, 068 12.29 | 64, 700 10. 39
5-9 43, 087 12.79 55, 779 10. 70 | 66, 124 10. 62
10- 14 43, 833 13.01 ! 51, 701 9.91 ! 63, 555 10.20
15-19 42,068 12. 49 50, 971 9.77 55, 401 8. 89
20- 24 36, 329 10.78 | 53, 455 10. 25 51,010 8.19
25-29 27,453 8.15 51, 584 9.89 ! 50, 002 8.03
30- 34 21, 311 6.33 45, 435 8.71 ! 52, 397 8. 41
35- 35 16, 689 4.95 35, 555 6.82 50, 526 8.11
40- 44 13,114 3.89 28, 000 5.37 | 44, 266 7.11
45- 49 10. 902 3.24 21, 896 4.20 ! 34,226 5. 49
50- 54 8, 949 2.66 16,921 3.24 26, 416 4.24
55- 59 7,337 2.18 13,473 2.58 | 20, 090 3.23
60- 64 5, 720 1.70 ! 10, 431 2.00 14, 989 2.41
65+ 14, 331 4,25 22,191 4.26 | 29,199 4.69
TOTAL 336,860  100. 00 521,461  100. 00 : 622,901  100.00
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TABLE 3C
POPULATION BY AGE GROUP
INDIANS ON—RESERVE
1981, 1991, 2001
AGE 1981 % TOTAL | 1991 % TOTAL 2001 % TOTAL
POPULATI ON POP ! POPULATION POP . POPULATI ON POP
0-4 34, 829 14. 66 | 44,817 14.17 . 45, 765 11.87
5-9 30, 436 12. 81 | 39, 244 12. 41 ! 43, 804 11. 36
10- 14 30, 539 12. 85 | 33, 000 10. 43 ! 41, 439 10. 75
15-19 29, 863 12. 57 | 31,180 9.86 ! 38, 140 9.89
20-24 25,770 10. 85 ! 32,060 10. 14 33,378 8. 66
25-29 18, 702 7.87 | 30, 501 9.64 | 30, 603 7.94
30- 34 13, 820 5.82 | 25,533 8.07 | 30, 570 7.93
35-39 10, 704 4.51 | 18, 242 5. 77 . 28, 243 7.33
40- 44 8,713 3.67 | 14,218 4.50 24, 187 6. 27
45-49 7,495 3.15 | 11, 246 3.56 ! 18, 229 4.73
50- 54 6, 350 2.67 8, 927 2.82 | 14, 280 3.70
55-59 5,258 2.21 . 1,427 2.35 | 11, 048 2. 87
60- 64 4,292 1.81 6, 058 1.92 | 8, 399 2.18
65+ 10, 808 4.55 | 13, 818 4.37 | 17,427 4.52
TOTAL 237,579 100. 00 316, 273 100. 00 385,514  100. 00
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TABLE 3D
POPULATION BY AGE GROUP
INDIANS OFF—RESERVE
1981, 1991. 2001
AGE 1981 % TOTAL | 1991 % TOTAL | 2001 % TOTAL
POPULATI ON PCP . POPULATI ON POP . POPULATI ON POP

0-4 10, 908 10. 99 19, 252 9.38 ! 18,934 7.98
5-9 12,651 12. 74 16, 535 8.06 . 22,320 9.40
10-14 13,294 13.39 | 18, 701 9.11 22,116 9.32
15-19 12, 205 12. 29 | 19, 791 9.65 | 17, 261 1.27
20-24 10, 559 10. 64 . 21,395 10. 43 | 17,632 7.43
25-29 8, 751 8.81 ! 21, 083 10. 27 | 19, 399 8. 17
30-34 7,491 7.55 | 19,902 9.70 | 21,827 9.19
35-39 5,985 6.03 17,313 8.44 | 22,282 9.39
40-44 4,401 4.43 13,781 6.72 | 20,079 8. 46
45- 49 3,407 3.43 | 10, 650 5.19 | 15, 997 6.74
50-54 2,599 2.62 | 7,994 3.90 | 12, 136 5.11
55-59 2,079 2.09 . 6, 046 2.95 9,042 3.81
60- 64 1,428 1.44 | 4,373 2.13 | 6,590 2.78
65+ 3,523 3.55 8,373 4.08 11,772 4.96

TOTAL 99, 281 100. 00 ; 205, 188 100. 00 237. 387 100. 00
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TABLE 3E
POPULATION BY AGE GROUP
INUIT
1981, 1991, 2001
ACGE 1981 % TOTAL 1991 % TOTAL 2001 % TOTAL
POPULATI ON POP i POPULATI ON PCP i POPULATI ON PCP
0-4 3,785 14. 63 | 4,649 13.92 4,692 11.46
5-9 3,599 13.91 | 4,255 12. 74 4,741 11.58
10- 14 3,814 14. 74 | 3, 747 11.22 4,609 11.26
15-19 3,378 13. 06 ! 3,543 10.61 4,193 10.24
20-24 2,435 9.41 | 3,724 11.15 3,659 8.94
25-29 1,792 6.93 ! 3,283 9.83 3, 442 8.41
30- 34 1,704 6.59 ! 2,369 7.09 3,614 8.83
35-39 1,163 4.50 | 1,743 5.22 3,190 7.79
40- 44 1,028 3.97 1,646 4.93 2,284 5.58
45- 49 973 3.76 | 1,111 3.33 1, 664 4.06
50- 54 645 2.49 | 958 2.87 1,537 3.75
55-59 486 1.88 . 864 2.59 994 2.43
60- 64 422 1.63 546 1.63 821 2.01
65+ 647 2.50 | 961 2. 88 1,495 3.65
TOTAL 25,871 100. 00 ! 33,399  100.00 | 40, 935 100. 00



14
. 989

u;mEF ABGR 1& NS -
Ts‘;g:zm—-rvw - %‘é%&\: %%%ﬁ

\ffaires indiennes
Sector: Reference Material 3t du Nord Canada

9-5-288
Statietics/Surveys

H
3

R M tco BN RS . s v A A 5 TR G+ R POPMNEN: e 5 - s




4R v
fo 8

s AL W

NWT GOVERNMENT LIBRARY

UM

3 1936 00007 484 7

G S OF
NDIT
01

H
1 G IONS

G
ABOR I
1

OO_|

H
C
2

P -

HL
N A
9S

PART IX
SOCIAL. CONDITIONS

Prepared by

N. Janet Hagey
Gilles Larocque
Cat herine MBride

Quantitative Analysis & Socio-demographic Research
Wor ki ng Paper Series 89-2

Fi nance and Professional Services
| ndian and Northern Affairs Canada

Government Library
Decenber 1989 S,?Xirilr?e”t orNWT.
Yellowknite, N-W.T.

X1A 2L9




©publisheq under the authority of the
Hon. Tom Siddon, P.C., MP.,
Mnister of Indian Affairs and

Nort hern Devel opnent,
Otawa, 1990.

QS-3489-000-EE-Al

Cette publication peut aussi étre obtenue
en francais SOUS le titre:

Faits saillants des conditions des
autochtones 1981-2001
Partie 11. - Conditions sociales




s

WORKI NG PAPER SERI ES

Quantitative Analysis & Socio-denographic Research (QASR)

As the federal governnment pursues iscommitment to Indian self-
government and self-reliance, it is essential that decision-nmakers
seeking solutions to the challenges facing them have tinely and
accurate socio-demographic statistics and research

@QASR has the mandate within the Departnent of Indian Affairs and
Northern Devel opnent (DIAND) of ensuring that the necessary
authoritative, accurate, appropriate and tinely socio-demographic

statistics and research on status Indians, Inuit, and Northerners
are available for policy developnent and program nanagenent
deci si ons.

The Wrking Paper Series

In order to support decision-makers in nmeeting the current
chal | enges, QASR has instituted the Whrki ng Paper Series to provide
papers on a variety of socio-demographic topics of interest to
those dealing wth aboriginal issues. This Series supplenents
QASR's regul ar published reports.

The Wbrking Paper Series is designed to produce short, tinely
papers for the use of DIAND senior managenment and key clients as
well as wusers in central agencies, other federal departnents,

native organi zations, universities, and provincial and territoria

gover nment s.

A conplete list of available papers in this Series is given at the
end of this paper. Further information on QASR or papers in this
Series can be obtained by calling (819) 953-7061.

| hope that this Series will provide useful and tinely information
for those addressing the issues facing aboriginal people and that
it wll generate future related discussions and research.

N . Janet Hagey
Di rector
Quantitative Analysis and
Soci o- denogr aphi ¢ Research
Fi nance and Professional Services
Departnent of Indian Affairs
and Northern Devel opnent
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Y. KEY FINDINGS

The health status of registered Indians has inproved and continues
to inprove dramatically. However, |ife expectancy is considerably
bel ow the national average, indicating that I|ndians do not enjoy
the sanme |level of health as other Canadi ans.

The nunber of status Indian famlies and households is
significantly increasing due to the inpact of Bill C 31,
particularly off-reserve.

Aboriginal famlies on average are larger than Canadian famlies.
As well, the percent of |one parents anmongst aboriginal famlies
is significantly higher than anongst Canadian famlies.

Wi le housing for aboriginal people has inproved, a higher
proportion of status Indians and Inuit live in crowded dwellings
and in dwellings without central heating systens than do non-native
Canadi ans.

More and nore, aboriginal famlies in general and status Indian
famlies in particular are relying on social assistance payments
for incone. The increases in the proportion of aboriginal people
who rely on social assistance are nuch larger than the Canadi an
popul ati on.



XIXY. INTRODUCTION

Canada’s aboriginal population has experienced major changes in

its conponents and conditions in the 1980s. It is inperative for
deci sion-nakers to have a picture of the inpact of the current
changes and to have a view of expected |ong-term changes. Thi s

will assist themto better neet current challenges and those at the
start of the next century.

This report is part Il of a three part briefing prepared to support
federal aboriginal policy. This part of the briefing consists of
anal yti cal highlights on the principal trends in the social
condi tions of Canada’ s aboriginal populations from 1981 to 2001 and
their inplications for federal policy, prograns and activities.
Part | highlights the trends in denographic characteristics and
part 11l exam nes econom c conditions.

This report conmpares the social conditions of the total status
I ndi an popul ation, Indians on-reserve, Indians off-reserve, Inuit
and the total aboriginal population to the Canadi an popul ati on and
to the non-Indian population in conparable conmmunities near
reserves. The total aboriginal population includes status and
non-status Indians, Métis and Inuit.

The report provides actual and projected data related to health,

famly, social assistance and living conditions. It is in no way
an exhaustive study of all variables in these topics. Rat her, it
is designed to provide highlights of sone of the inportant trends
and conditions in each area. Variables were chosen for the

accuracy of current data and historical comparability.

Regrettably, data were not always available for every aborigina
group. Details on the data sources and nethodol ogies used are
Included in Section V, “Methodol ogical Notes and Sources.”



IXXY. HIGHLIGHTS

FI GURE 1A

IL.Life Expectancy at Birth
Status Indians and A11 Canadians
1981, 1991. 2001
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Life expectancy at birth for status Indians is increasing and
will continue to increase. Between 1981 and 2001, the life
expectancy at birth for status Indians is expected to increase
by 8 years for both sexes.

Nonet hel ess, non-Indians live longer than status Indians. In
1981, the life expectancy at birth for status Indians was
approximately 10 vyears less than that of the national
popul ation, the same as it had been 20 years earlier.

Wiile the life expectancy at birth will continue to increase
for both status Indians and Canadians, there wll still be a
gap. The gap is narrow ng, however. By 2001, it is projected
that the life expectancy for status Indians will be 6 years |ess

than that for Canadians, 70 vs 76 for nmen and 77 vs 83 for
wonen.

Nonetheless , the projected |life expectancy for status Indians
in 2001 will still be less than the 1981 Canadian figures for
bot h sexes.



FI GURE 1B

Infant Mortality pex 1 e 000 Births
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One factor in the increased |life expectancy of status Indians
is the declining infant nortality rate.

Over the past 20 years, infant nortality for status Indians has
dropped dramatically while the national average has declined
slowy but steadily.

Nonet hel ess, infant nortality for status Indians was 22 per
1,000 in 1981, double the Canadian figure of 10 per 1,000. In
1986, infant nortality for status Indians was still tw ce that

of the Canadi an population, 17 per 1,000 for Indians conpared
to 8 per 1,000 for Canada.

Infant nortality anongst the Inuit in the Northwest Territories
is significantl hi gher than anbngst both status Indians and
Canada as a whol e. The average annual rate between 1981 and
1986 was 28 per 1,000, one and two-thirds tinmes the 1986 rate
for status Indians and three and a half tinmes the Canadian rate
in the sanme year.

The small size of the Inuit pofpul ation in the Northwest
Territories may contribute to the fluctuating infant nortality
rates , as a small nunber of incidents would have a greater

i npact .
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FI GURE 1c

Suijdcides pex 100,000 Population

Status Indians, Inuit and A1l Canadians
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one of the nost disturbing sets of nortality data is the high
sui cide rate anongst aboriginal Canadi ans.

Between 1981 and 1986, the suicide rate for status |Indians
decreased, from 43 to 34 per 100, 000. It remai ned, however,
over twice as high as the Canadian rate.

The incidence of suicide anongst the 1Inuit appears to be
i ncreasi ng. In 1981, the rate was 38 per 100,000, |ower than
that for status Indians. Bet ween 1981 and 1986, the average
annual suicide rate was 48 per 100,000, alnost one and a half
times the rate for status Indians and over three tinmes that of
t he Canadi an popul ati on.

The small size of the Inuit population in the Northwest
Territories may contribute to the fluctuating suicide rates, as
a small nunber of incidents would have a greater inpact.

By conparison, the suicide rate for the total Canadi an
popul ati on has renmained relatively stable, fluctuating between
13 and 15 per 100,000 between 1981 and 1986.




FI GURE 1D

Violent Deaths pex 100 ,000 Population
Status Indians, Inuit and A1l Canadians
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Violent deaths have historically been more common in aboriginal populations
than in the Canadian popul ation.

In 1976, the overall rate of violent deaths for status Indians was more than
three tines the national average. |In 1981, the rate of violent deaths for
status Indians was 267 per 100,000, over four tmesthe natona rae Of 64
per 100,000. Although there were fluctuations between 1981 and 1986, the
status Indian rate of 157 per 100,000 in 1986 was just under three tmethe
national rate of 54 per 100, 000.

The overall rate of violent deaths in the Inuit population is higher than the
national average and historically has been lower than the status Indian
average. In 1981, the nunber of violent deaths amongst the Inuit was 247 per
100, 000, alnost four tines the national average but |ower than the Indian
figure. The average annual rate between 1981 and 1986 was 177 per 100, 000,
slightly higher than the status Indian rate in 1986 and three times the
Canadi an rate.

The smal| size of the Inuit population in the Northwest Territories may
contribute to the fluctuating rates of violent deaths, as a small nunber of
incidents would have a greater inpact.

The overall rates of violent deaths anong status Indians and Inuit may be so
hi gh because of the rural and remote nature of their conmunities. Conditions
such as greater preval ence of firearms, substandard housing and heating
systems, inadequate fire-fighting equipment, and |imted access to nedica
assistance may contribute to the high rates of violent deaths




FI GURE 2A

Growth Rates of Families
Status Indians and A11 Canadians
19S6—2001
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In 1986, there were 82,200 status Indian famlies. By 1991,
this wll rise to 114,600 and it is projected that in 2001,
there will be 148,500 status Indian famlies.

Bill CG31 has had a significant inpact on the growh rate for
the nunber of status Indian famlies. At its peak in 1987, the

rowth rate of status Indian famlies was 9% six tinmes that of
nadian famlies.

Even after the direct influence of Bill C31 tapers off in 1991,
the status Indian famly growth rate is expected to be higher
than that for Canadian famlies. By 2001, it is projected that

the Indian famly gromh rate will be 2% two tines that of
Canadi an famlies.

After 1991, the growh rate for the nunber of Indian famlies

on-reserve is expected to be marginally higher than for Indian
famlies off-reserve.

Bill c¢-31 has had a larger inpact on the growh rate of
off-reserve famlies than that of on-reserve famlies. |n 1987,
the growth rate off-reserve was 22% seven tinmes the on-reserve
rate of 3% and in 1990, the last year Bill ¢-31 will have had

a major inpact, it will be 11% four tines larger than the on-
reserve rate of 3%

A famly is defined as two or nore people living in the °‘dine
dwel ling who are husband and wife or common-l aw partners, with
or without children, or a lone parent with at least one
unmarried child.
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FIGURE 2B
Growth Rates of Households
Status Indians and A1l Canadians
1986 —-2001
Percent
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« Bill CG31 has also had a great inpact on the number of

househol ds, particularly for Indians off-reserve.

The growt h rate for Indian househol ds off-reserve was over seven

times the on-reserve rate in 1987 at 21.9% It will have
declined by 1990, but at 11.2% it wll still be alnost four
times the on-reserve rate.

The growth rate for Indian households on-reserve wll have
i ncreased between 1987-1990, from 3.3% to 3.8% After 1991,
tzgglrate will slowy decline to a projected figure of 2.7% in

The growth in off-reserve households from 1991 to 2001 is
projected to be I ower than the on-reserve rate, declining slowy
from2.7%to 2.5%

Gowh in the total nunber of status Indian househol ds has been
and will continue to be high, double the Canadian rate, although
bot h are decli ning.

A household is defined as a person or group of persons who
occupy a private dwelling and do not have a wusual place of
resi dence el sewhere in Canada. The nunber of private househol ds
equal s the nunber of occupied private dwellings.
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FI GURE 2C

Average Census Family Size

Aboriginals and A1l Canadians
1981, 1986
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On average, aboriginal census famlies are |arger than Canadian fanlies,
al though the gap between status Indian and non-Indian famly size has been
narrow ng since the 1960s.

For all groups, average fam |y sizes decreased slightly between the 1981 and
1986 Censuses. The largest decrease was in the size of aboriginal fanmlies,
from3.9 to .3.5 persons. This may be due to changes in the definition of an
aboriginal person that were instituted in the 1986 Census. For further
details on this and other limtations of Census data, see section V.

The average status Indian census family i s larger than the average Canadian
famly and Indian fanmlies on-reserve are larger than those off-reserve.

In 1986, Indian fanilies on-reserve had 4.2 persons on average, one person
| arger than the average Canadian famly. By conmparison, family Size for

Indian famlies off-reserve was 3.4 persons. aimost identical to the national
aver age.

Inuit fanmlies are larger than all other famlies, both Indian and Canadian.
In 1986, they had 4.3 persons, Over one person |larger on average than
Canadi an families.

A census famly is defined as twu or nore people living in the same dwelling
who are husband a wife or common-law partners, with or Wi thout children, ar
a lone parent with a least on unmarried child.




FI GURE 2D

Single Parent Families
Aboriginal and Al1ll Canadians
1986

Percent of all families
38

Canada inuit All Aboriginals On-Reserve S8tatus Indians Of {-Reserve
Qroup

B Male single parent Female ¢ Inglo parent

The percent of lone parent famlies anongst status Indians was
twi ce that anongst Canadian famlies in both 1981 and 1986

Lone parent famlies are nore common anongst Indians off-reserve
than anongst Indians on-reserve, 30% of the off-reserve

famlies are headed by single parents, conpared to 24% of
famlies on-reserve.

Al nost 60% of the 13,700 status Indian single parents that are
wonen live off-reserve while 77%of the 2,890 male status Indian
single parents |live on-reserve.

Wi le the percent of families that have only one parent in the
Inuit population is higher than that in the Canadi an popul ation
it is considerably lower than for status Indians.

In 1986, the percent of Inuit famlies that were headed by nale
single parents was twi ce that of Canadian famlies. However ,
the proportion of female single parents was only slightly |arger
for the Inuit, 14% conpared to 10% for Canadian famli es.

For all groups, one parent famlies headed by wonmen are nore
common than those headed by men. Approximately five tines nore
Canadi an and status Indian single parents are wonen than are
men. Lone parent famlies headed by wonen aethree tinmes nore
comon anongst | ndians on-reserve and the Inuit. For | ndi ans
off-reserve, nine times nore single parent famlies are headed
by wonmen than by nen
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FI GURE 3A

cCrowded Dwellings i
Aborxriginals and A1l Canadians
1981, 1986
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One inportant indicator of the quality of living conditions is the proportion
of a population that live in crowded dwellings. A crowded dwelling is
defined as any dwelling occupied by nore than one person per room

The percent of Indian dwellings off-reserve that are crowded increased
between 1981 and 1986, from 10.5% to 11.3%

For all other aboriginal groups and for Canada as a whole, the incidence of
crowded dwelling declined. The nost dramatic declines occurred in the
aboriginal population, down two-thirds from28.0%in 1981 to 9.4%in 1986 and
the Inuit popul ation, down one-fifth from43.6%in 1981 to 31.1% in 1986.
The decrease for all aboriginal may be due to changes in the definition of
an aboriginal person that were instituted in the 1986 Census. For further
details on this and other limtations of Census data, see section V.

Inuit dwel lings had the highest rate of crowding in both 1981 and 1986.

Al nost twice the percent of Inuit dwellings as status Indian dwellings were
crowded in both years.

Despite the declines in the percent of aboriginal dwellings that are crowded,
the rates are still considerably higher than the Canadian figure and the gaps
are increasing. In 1381, the percent of Indian dwellings on-reserve that are
crowded was twelve tinmes the Canadian rate. By 1986, it had risen to sixteen
tinmes the Canadian figure.

In 1986, the percent of crowded Indian dwellings on-reserve was eleven times
that in communities near reserves.
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Dwellings without Central Heating
Aboriginals and A11 Canadians
1981, 1986
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One neasure of the quality of living conditions is the nunber
of dwellings with or without central heating systens. Central
heating refers to a steamor hot water furnace, a forced hot air
furnace or an installed electric heating system

Wiile the percent of dwellings w thout central heating declined
for all aboriginal groups between 1981 and 1986, it is still
considerably higher than the figure for Canadian dwellings.

The hi ghest percent of dwellings w thout central heating is for
I ndi ans on-reserve. In 1986, t he ercent of dwellings
on-reserve wthout central heating was g8% seven times nore
t han Canadi an rate of 5% and one and a half tines that of total
status Indians at 24%

The percent of Indian dwellings off-reserve wthout central
heating was 10%in 1986, one and a half tines that of Canadian
dwel lings, but only 40% of the total status Indian figure.

In 1981, the proportions of dwellings wthout central heating
occupi ed by Inuit and all aboriginal people were relatively the
same. | n 1986, both figures dropped considerably, but the Inuit
rate of 17% was three tinmes the Canadian average while
aboriginal rate of 13% was only two and a half times the
Canadi an rate. The decrease for all aboriginal may be due to
changes in the definition of an aboriginal person that were
instituted in the 1986 Census. For further details on this and
other limtations of Census data, see section V.
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FI GURE 4A

Majoxr Source of Income :
Government Transfer Payvments
Aboriginals and A11 Canadians

1980, 1985
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Participation in social assi stance prograns provides one
i ndi cator of poverty anongst different population groups. One
broad nmeasure of dependence on social assistance is the percent
of any popul ation receiving nost of their incone from governnent
transfer paynents. | ncome from governnent transfer paynents
refers to all transfer paynents received from ederal ,
provincial, or municipal prograns, for exanple fanmly allowance

unenpl oynment insurance benefits, and cash welfare.

According to the 1981 and 1986 Censuses, between 1980 and 1985,
every aboriginal group reported an increase in the percent of
the "population relying on governnent transfer paynents as a
maj or source of incone. The increase was as high as sixteen
per cent a%e points for Indians off-reserve, from 25% in 1980 to
41% in 1985, and twelve percentage points for the total status
I ndi an popul ation, from 33% to 45%

These increases are dramatic when conpared wth the total
Canadi an popul ation, which increased only four percentage points
from 16% in 1980 to 20% in 1985.

Conpar abl e comunities near reserves reported slightly nore than
half the rate for Indians on-reserve.
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FIGURE 4B

_Social Assistance Recipients
Indians On—Reserve and All Canadians
197231-19s7

0 Percent of popuiation

1981 1982 1983 1984 1986 1988 1987
Year

B indians On-Reserve [ Canada

A nore specific indicator of poverty is the nunber of people
receiving social assistance.

Cverall, the average nunber of |Indians on-reserve receiving
soci al assistance per nonth in 1987 was 15,000 higher than in
1981.

The ratio between social assistance recipients and dependents
for Indians on-reserve renmained relatively constant between 1981
and 1987, fluctuating between 2.2 and 2.3.

| ndi cati ve of the tough economic tines during the early 1980s,

the percent of both Indians on-reserve and Canadi ans receiVving
soci al assistance increased between 1981 and 1984, from 16.5%
to 17.4% for Indians on-reserve and from 6.2% to 7.7% for
Canadi ans.

Wile the percent of Canadians on social assistance began to
drop in 1985, the percent of Indians on-reserve continued to
rise.

As a result, the percent of Indians on-reserve receiving socia
assistance was two and a half tines the Canadian rate in both
1931 and 1987 but only slightly over two tines larger in 1984
and 1985.
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FI GURE 4C

Childxen in Carxre
Indians On—rxresexrve and Al1ll Canadians
1981 —-1987

Percent of Children

1981 1982 1983 1984 1986 1986 1987
Year

Bl Indiana On-Reserve Canada

The nunber of children under the age of 16 in the care of child
wel fare authorities is another phenomenon sometimes associated
with financial Need and other soci al probl ens. Children are
taken into the care of welfare authorities to pronote the well -
being of fanilies, prevent neglect and mistreatment, and t©°
ensure the welfare of neglected and dependent childfen

Historically, both the nunber of status Indian children in care
and the percent of the total status Indian child population in
care has been dropping. In 1976, 6,247 Indian children
on-reserve, or 6.5% of all children, were in care. By 1987,
this figure dropped to 3,836 or 3.8% of all children on-reserve.

Bet ween 1981 and 1987, the nunber of Indian children on-reserve
in care dropped by one-quarter, from5,144 to 3, 836.

The nunber of Canadian children in care has also been declining,
from 70,800 or 1.2%in 1981 to 47,400 to 0.8% in 1987.

Despite the decreases in the nunber of status Indian children
in care, the percent of children in care is still considerably
hi gher for Indians on-reserve than for the rest of Canada. In
1987, the percent of status Indian children in care was five
tinmes that of Canadian children, 3.8% conmpared to 0.8%
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IV. CONCL.US IONS

The foregoing paints a picture of aboriginal social conditions in
a period of rapid change. While health and housing conditions have
i mproved significantly over the past twenty years there remains a
gap between the circunstances of |Indian people and ot her Canadi ans.

Increasing |ife expectancy at birth and decreasing infant nortality
for status Indians and Inuit show that their health status is
improving, although not equivalent to that of the Canadian
popul ati on. Simlarly, while the suicide rate and the incidence
of violent deaths anbng status Indians are decreasing, both are
still much higher than national rates. Further |Inprovenents ain
the health of status Indians wll depend on such factors as
lowering lifestyle risks such as “drinking and driving, _the
availability of = adequate housing and inffastructure in Indian
communities and environnental protection

Bill G31 is significantly increasing the nunber of |Indian
fam lies, particularly off-reserve. Asa result, there wll be
i ncreased demand for social services that support Indian famlies
of f-reserve and continued pressure for nore housing on-reserve for
those famlies who wish to return to reserve. The growth in
househol ds on reserve is driven in part by the supply of housing
avai | abl e. The large proportion of crowded dwellings on reserve

is another factor contributing to the continued high demand for on-
reserve housing.

The increasing nunber of single parent famlies in all aborigina

groups W ll have an effect on the demand for services such as
social assistance. The availability of |abour force entrant
support services such as child care and training to neet skill
needs are crucial, particularly for Indian female single parents
living off-reserve. The large nunber of single parents is Iikelx
a significant <contributing factor for the large proportion o

mat ure post secondary Indian students.

Recent changes in the application of child welfare prograns across
the country have decreased the nunber of Indian children in the
care of welfare authorities. Nonet hel ess, the proportion of
children in care is still considerably higher for Indians than for
the rest of Canadi ans.

Abori gi nal people in general, and Indians on-reserve in particular
rely on social assistance nore than other Canadians. This reliance
i'S grow ng. I ncreased econom c devel opment and specific job
creation progranms on-reserve should begin to reverse this trend.
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V. METHODOLOGI CAL NOTES AND SOURCES

Heal t h

sources.

Met hodol ogy:

Family

Sour ces:

Met hodol ogy:

Medical Services Branch, Health and Welfare Canada

Popul ati on Proj ections of Reqi st ered I ndi ans,

1986- 2011, Statistics Canada, 1989

Repor t on Health Conditions in the Northwest

Territori es

.Vital Statistics, Statistics Canada Catal og #84-206.

Inuit data are for the Northwest Territories only.

Data for Status Indians are only for the popul ation
served by the Departnent of Health and Welfare.

A medium growth scenario was used for the popul ation
projections. For registered Indians, this scenario
assuned constant fertility, declining nortality and
18 percent of Bill C31 registrants living
on-reserve.

Famly and Household Projections of Reqgistered

I ndi ans, 1986-2011, Statistics Canada, 1989

| NAC Custom zed Census Data, 1981 and 1986

Nati onal projections courtesy of Statistics Canada.

Fam |y and household projections for Canada are
based on 1981 Census data. Proj ections based on
1986 Census data are not yet avail able.

Famly and household projections for registered
I ndi ans conbine a constant 1986 household and fanily
mai nt ai ner proportion wth the nediumgrowth
popul ati on projections and 18 percent on-reserve
proportion of the Bill C 31 population

Due to differences between the 1981 and 1986
Censuses related to popul ation coverage and question
fornul ati on, conparisons between the 1981 and 1986
Censuses should be nmade with caution. Any apparent
trends may not be conpletely valid, particularly for
the on-reserve and total aboriginal populations.

For a nore conplete explanation of the conparability
of the 1981 and 1986 Censuses, see the Mt hodol ogy
section of 1986 Census Hi ghlights on Reqistered
I ndi ans: Annot ated Tabl es (DIAND, 1989).




Social Assi stance

Sour ces:

Met hodol ogy:

Basi ¢ Departnental Data, DI AND, 1988

Heal th and Wl fare canada
| NAC Custom zed Census Data, 1981 and 1986.

On-reserve data from Basic Departnental Data does
not include Newfoundl and, the Northwest Territories
or the Yukon. There were no reserves in
Newf oundl and until recently and social assistance
is provided under special agreenent with the federal
gover nnent through the “provincial gover nnent .
Indians living 1In the Territories are given
assi stance on the sane basis as other residents by
the territorial governnents.

Due to differences between the 1981 and 1986
Censuses related to population coverage and question
formul ati on, conparisons between the 1981 and 1986
Censuses shoul d be made with caution. Any appar ent
trends may not be conpletely valid, particularly for
the on-reserve and total aboriginal populations.
For a nore conplete explanation of the conparability
of the 1981 and 1986 Censuses, see the Methodol ogy
section of 1986 Census Highlights on Registered
I ndi ans: Annotated Tabl es (DIAND, 1989).

Living Conditi ons

Sour ce

Met hodol ogy:

| NAC Custom zed Census Data, 1981 and 1986.

Due to differences between the 1981 and 1986
Censuses related to population coverage and question
formul ati on, conparisons between the 1981 and 1986
Censuses should be made with cauti on. Parent
trends may not be conpletely valid, partlcular y for
the on-reserve and total aboriginal populations.

For a nore conplete explanation of the conparability
of the 1981 and 1986 Censuses, see the Mt hodol ogy
section of 1986 Census Hi ghlights on Registered

I ndi ans: Annotated Tables (DIAND, 1989).



VI DATA TABLES

TABLE 1A

Life Expectancy at Birth
Status Indians and A1l Canadians
1981, 1991. 2001

(years)
Goup 1981 1991 2001
| ndi an Mal e 62.4 65.7 69. 8
Canadi an Ml e 71.9 74.1 75.9
| ndi an Fenal e 68.9 73.0 77.0

Canadi an Femal e 79.0 81.2 83.0
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TABLE 1B
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Infant Mortality per 1,000 Births
Status Indians, Inuit and Al1l Canadians
1981—-1986

Stat us [ nui t Tot al
Year I ndi ans NWI Canadi an
1981 21.8 37.5 9.6
1982 17.0 20. 4 9.1
1983 18.2 39.5 8.5
1984 18.8 12.7 8.1
1985 17.9 28.0 7.9
1986 17.2 28.1 7.9
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TABLE 1cC

Suicides pex 100,000 Population
Status Indians, Inuit and A1l Canadians
19S1—19S6

St at us [ nui t Tota 1
year  Indians NW - Canadian
% 1981 42.9 38.0 14.0
1982 39.6 18. 4 14.3
1983 34.0 76.9 15.1
1984 35.4 51.5 13.7
1985 34.0 49.9 12.9

1986 34.0 53.9 14.5




e ———

26

TABLE 1D

Violent Deaths pexr 100 ,000 Population
Status Indians, Inuit anti A11 Canadians
1981 —19S6

Year Iﬁ&?;gg ﬁ&?it Cagggién
1981 266.8 246.9 63.8
1982 196.4 153.6 57.5
1983 174.8 195.1 56.6
1984 184.0 131.7 55.7
1985 200.0 160.9 52.9
1986 157.0 172.6 54.3



YEAR

Growth Rates of Families

TABLE 2A

Status Indians amnd A1l Canadians
19S6—2001

(nunber

of famlies and growth rates)

27

STATUS GROMTH | NDI ANS GROAMTH INDIANS GROMH  CANADA  GROWH
| NDI ANS RATE ON- RESERVE RATE OFF- RESERVE RATE TOTAL RATE
82,230 -- 55, 230 -— 27,010 - - -
89,950 9.39 57,080 3.35 32, 880 21.73 7,037,600  —-
97,150 8.00 59,210 3.73 37,940 15.39 7,149,600 1.59
104,210 7.27 61,220 3.39 42,990 13.31 7,261,700 1.57
111,220 6.73 63,340  3.46 47,890 11.40 7,372,800 1.53
114,570 3.01 65,340 3.16 49, 240 2.82 7,477,800 1.42
117,890 2.90 67,300 3.00 50, 580 2.72 7,575,400 1.31
121,250 2.85 69,330 3.02 51, 920 2.65 7,671,100 1.26
124,670 2.82 71,400  2.99 53, 270 2.60 7,765,100 1.23
128,110 2.76 73,520  2.97 54,590 2.48 7,861,600 1.24
131,510 2.65 75,630  2.87 55, 890 2.38 7,955,200 1.19
134,904 2.58 77,720  2.76 57,194 2.33 8,035,360 1.01
138,298 2.52 79,810  2.69 58, 498 2.28 8,115,520 1.00
141,692 2.45 81,900 2.62 59, 802 2.23 8,195,680 0.99
145,086 2.40 83,990 2.55 61, 106 2.18 8,275,840 0.98
148,480 2.34 86,080  2.49 62, 410 2.13 8,356,000 0.97
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TABLE 2B
Growth Rates of Households
Status Indians and A11 Canadians
1986 —2001
(nurber of househol ds and growth rates)

YEAR  STATUS GROWH | NDI ANS GROWH | NDIANS GROMH CANADA  GROWH

| NDI ANS RATE ON- RESERVE RATE OFF- RESERVE RATE TOTAL RATE
1986 94,100 - 63,570 - 30,530 - - -
1987 102,860 9.31 65, 650 3.27 37,210 21.88 9,611,300 —
1988 111,060 7.97 68, 080 3.70 42,980 15.51 9,824,500 2.22
1989 119,110 7.25 70, 520 3.58 48,590 13. 05 10, 036,000 2.15
1990 127,220 6.81 73,180 3.77 54,040 11. 22 10, 246, 100 2.09
1991 131,210 3.14 75, 690 3.43 55,520 2.74 10,444,700 1.94
1992 135,200 3.04 78, 220 3.34 56,990 2.65 10, 630,000 1.77
1993 139,310 3.04 80, 840 3.35 58,480 2.61 10, 806,500 1.66
1994 143,560 3.05 83, 560 3.36 60,000 2.60 10,978,100 1.59
1995 147,850 2.99 86, 350 3.34 61,500 2.50 11,149,300 1.56
1996 152,180 2.93 89, 190 3.29 62,980 2.41 11,315,800 1.49
1997 156,674 2.95 91, 904 3.04 64,762 2.83 11,454,160 1.22
1998 161,168 2.87 94,618 2.95 66,544 2.75 11,592,520 1.21
1999 165,662 2.79 97, 332 2.87 68,326 2.68 11,730,880 1.19
2000 170,156 2.71 100, 046 2.79 70,108 2.61 11,869,240 1.18
2001 174,650 2.64 102, 760 2.71 71,890 2.54 12,007,600 1.17



TABLE 2C

Average Census Family Size
Aboriginal and A1l Canadians
1981, 1986

GROP 1981 1986
Canada 3.3 3.1
Conmp. Communities N A 3.3
Tot al Status Indians 4.0 3.8
| ndi ans On- Reserve 4.4 4.2
| ndi ans O f - Reserve 3.6 3.4
Inuit 4.6 4.3
Al Aboriginal 3.9 3.5




TABLE 2D

Single Parent Families
Aboriginal and A1l Canadianas
1986

(percent of all famlies)

Gop ] MALE _ FEMALE _TOTAL
Canada 2.25  10.42  12.67
Total Status | ndi ans 4. 69 22.22 26. 91 i
| ndi ans On- Reser ve 6.61 17.78  24.39 ?

| ndi ans O f - Reserve 2.40 27.52 29. 92
Inuit 5.17 13. 77 18.94
Al l Abori gi nal 2. 94 16. 40 19. 34




5
i
%

Aboriginal

TABLE

3A

Crowded Dwellings

1981,

(percent of tot

1986

al dwel I'ings)

Canada

Conp. Communities
Total Status Indians
| ndi ans On- Reserve

| ndi ans O f - Reserve

Inuit

Al Aboriginal

and A11 Canadians

-——



TABLE 3B

1981,

1986

(percent of total dwellings)

Dwellings without Central Heating
Aborxriginals and Al1ll Canadians

GrouP . 1981 1986
Canada 9.27 5.41
Comp. Comunities n/ a 13.92
Total Status Indians 33.91 23. 84
| ndi ans On-reserve 51.71 37.53
| ndians O f-reserve 14.70 9.45
Inuit 26. 93 16. 68
Al'l  Abori gi nal 26. 45 13. 19



TABLE 4A

Major Source of In

Government Transfexr Payments
Aboriginal and A1l Canadians

19s0 , 1985

come

(percent of population with income)

Canada

Conp. Conmmuni ties
Total Status Indians
| ndi ans On- Reserve

| ndi ans O f - Reserve

Inuit

Al Aboriginal

19.
28.
45.
48.
40.
26.
31.

1985

58
18
60
40
95
36
23
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WORKI NG PAPER SERI ES

Quantitative Analysis & Socio-denographic Research (QASR) t

As the federal governnent pursues its commtnent to Indian self-
governnent and self-reliance, it is essential that decision-nakers
seeking solutions to the challenges facing them have tinely and
accurate socio-demographic statistics and research

QASR has the mandate within the Department of Indian Affairs and .
Nort hern Devel opnent (DIAND) of ensuring that the necessary ‘i
authoritative, accurate, appropriate and tinely socio-demographic ‘

statistics and research on status Indians, I|nuit, and Northerners 3
are available for policy developnent and program nanagenent
deci si ons.

The Working Paper Series

In order to support decision-makers in neeting the current
chal | enges, QASR has instituted the Workinqg Paper Series to provide
papers on a variety of socio-demographic topics of interest to
those dealing wth aboriginal issues. This Series supplenents
QASR S regul ar published reports.

The Working Paper Series is designed to produce short, timely
papers for the use of DIAND senior nanagenent and key clients as
well as wusers in central agencies, other federal departnents,
native organi zations, universities, and provincial and territorial
government s.

A conplete list of available papers in this Series is given at the
end of this paper. Further information on QASR or papers in this
Series can be obtained by calling (819) 953-7061.

I hope that this Series will provide useful and tinely information
for those addressing the issues facing aboriginal people and that
it wll generate future related discussions and research.

N. Janet Bagey
Director
Quantitative Analysis and
Soci o—denogr aphi ¢ Research
Fi nance and Professional Services
Departnent of Indian Affairs
and Northern Devel opnment
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X. KEY FINDINGS

Aboriginal people, particularly status Indians, continue to be
anong the nost econom cally disadvantaged groups wthin Canada.

The level of educational attainment anong aboriginal people is
i nprovi ng. Fewer Indians are functionally illiterate and the
percent who are conpleting high school is increasing.

More and nore Indian children on-reserve are attending band-
operated school s.

Indian enrolnent in post-secondary institutions is dramatically
i ncreasi ng.

A high proportion of the aboriginal population, particularly
I ndi ans on-reserve, does not participate in the labour force.
Those that do are considerably nore likely to be unenpl oyed than
ot her Canadi ans.

A large proportion of the aboriginal popu.ation has a |ow | evel of
i ncone. Many report no incone at all.

Average aboriginal incones are slightly nore than half those of
ot her Canadi ans. The disparity i-n average individual incomes

bet ween aboriginal people and other Canadians appears to have
increased from 1980 to 1985.

Slightly over half of all status Indian famlies earn under $20, 000
per year.

Enpl oynent is the major source of incone for only half of all
status Indians, both on and off-reserve, conpared to 70 percent of
al | Canadi ans.
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XX. INTRODUCTION

Canada’s aboriginal population has experienced nmajor changes in
its conponents and conditions in the 1980s. It is inperative for
deci sion-nmakers to have a picture of the inpact of the current
changes and to have a view of expected |ong-term changes. Thi s
will assist themto better neet current chall enges and those at the
start of the next century.

This report is part |1l of a three part briefing prepared to
support federal aboriginal policy. This part of the briefing
consists of analytical highlights of the principal trends in t-he
econom ¢ conditions of Canada’ s aboriginal populations from 1981
to 2001 and their inplications for federal policy, prograns and
activities. Part | highlights the trends in denographic
characteristics and part Il exam nes social conditions.

This report conpares the economc conditions of the total status
I ndi an popul ati on, Indians on-reserve, Indians off-reserve, Inuit
and the total aboriginal population to the Canadi an popul ati on and
to the non-Indian population in conparison comunities near
reserves. The total aboriginal population includes status and
non-status |ndians, Métis and Inuit.

It provides actual and projected data related to education,
enpl oynent and incone. The report is in no way an exhaustive study
of all wvariables in these topics. Rather, it is designed to
provide brief highlights of sone of the inportant trends and
conditions in each area. Vari abl es were chosen for the accuracy
of current data and historical conparability and for the
availability of new data not covered by previous reports in this
ar ea.

Because of the nature of some of the data used here, statistics are
not available for every aboriginal group for every variable. Dat a
from the 1981 and 1986 Censuses may not be conparable due to
changes in the way data were collected in 1986. Details on the
data sources and nethodologies wused for the tinme series are
i ncluded in Section V, “Methodol ogical Notes and Sources.”
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FIGURE 1A

Less than Grade 9 Fducation
Aborxriginals and A1l Canadians
1981, 1986
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The rate of functional illiteracy is declining for aboriginal
Canadi ans, although it is still considerably higher for
abori gi nal people than for other Canadians. Functi onal

illiteracy can by neasured by the percent of the popul ation that
have | ess than grade ni ne education.

According to both the 1981 and 1986 Censuses, the proportion of
the population with I ess than grade nine education declined for
all groups except Indians off-reserve, which remained constant

According to the 1986 Census, 37% of all status Indians have

| ess than grade nine education, two tines the Canadian rate of
17%

Sone 45% of Indians on-reserve are functionally illiterate,
alnbst two tinmes the rates for Indians off-reserve and for
people living near reserves, 24% and 26% respectively.

The Inuit have the highest proportion with |less than grade nine
education at 53% one and a half tines the rate for status
Indians and three tines that for all Canadi ans.




FI GURE 1B

At Least High School Education
Aboriginal and A1l Canadians
1981, 1986
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Skilled enploynent and higher income depend on the |evel of
education attained. | ndi ans and ot her aboriginal people are
becom ng better educated, although fewer of them have conpl eted
hi gh school conpared to other Canadi ans.

According to the 1981 and 1986 Censuses, the proportion of the
population wth at least high school education increased
slightly for all aboriginal groups except Indians off-reserve,
whi ch remai ned the sane.

According to the 1986 Census, 28% of allstatus Indians have at
| east high school education, one-half the rate for all Canadians
at 56%.

The percent of Indians on-reserve with high school education or
over is 22% two-thirds the rate for Indians off-reserve at 38%
and one-half that of people living in comunities near reserves
at 42%

The Inuit have the |owest proportion of their population wth
at least high school education at 22% four-fifths the rate of
status Indians and two-fifths that of all Canadi ans.




FIGURE 1C

EFElementary and Secondarxy Enrolment
By School Type
Indians On—Resexve
1981 -1987
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| ndi an bands are taking over nore control in the education of
| ndi an chil dren on-reserve.

The proportion of children enroled in band-operated schools is
increasing while the proportion enroled in federal or provincial
school s is decreasing. However, alnost 70% of enrolment is
still in federal or provincial schools.

Between 1981 and 1987, the percent of children on-reserve
enroled in band-operated schools doubled, from 16% to 31%.

The percent enroled in federal schools in 1987 was three-
guarters the 1981 rate, 21% conpared to 28%.

The proportion of students enroled in provincial schools dropped
between 1981 and 1987, from 54% to 48%.




FI GURE 1D

Elementary and Secondary Enrolment
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The nunber of children on-reserve enroled in elenentary or
secondary schools is growing and will continue to grow. In
1988, 85,600 on-reserve students were enroled in these schools.

By 1991, enrolnment will be 91,500, a 14 percent increase from
the 1981 actual enrolment of 80, 466.

The projected enrolment in 2001 is estimated at 112,800, nearly
one and a half tinmes the 1981 figure.

Enrolment iS increasing not only due to the increase in the
school -aged population, but also due to increases in the
enrolment rate. The enrolment rate is calculated by determ ning
the percent of all children on-reserve aged 4 to 18 who are
attendi ng school .

By 2001, it is projected that 90% of all |ndian children
on-reserve will be enroled in school, up six percentage points
fromthe 1982 figure of 84%

Bill CG31 will have a limted inpact on the nunber of on-reserve
children enroled in elementary and secondary schools as nost
Bill C-31 registrants reside off-reserve.




FI GURE 1E

Post—Secondarxry Enrxrolment
Status Indians
1981 —1988
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The nunber of status Indians enroled in post-secondary prograns
has increased dramatically. Between 1960 and 1981, it increased
ni nety-one tinmes, from 60 students to 5, 464.

Bet ween 1981 and 1988, post-secondary enrolnment increased
another two and two-thirds tines to 15,6084 students.

The annual growth rate in the nunber of post-secondary students
decl i ned between 1981 and 1984. In 1985, enrol nent grew by 30%
of the 1984 | evel.

Since 1985 the nunmber of students has continued to increase
al though the growth rate has returned to pre-1985 |evels.




FI GURE 2A
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FI GURE 2A

Labour Forxrce Activity
Aboriginals and All Canadians
1981, 1986

Aboriginal Canadians are nore likely than other Canadi ans not
to be in the | abour force. Those that are in the labour force
are twice as likely to be unenpl oyed.

According to the 1986 Census, for each aboriginal group, the
proportion of the population over the age of 15 that is not in
the |abour force Is higher than the Canadian rate of 34% A
person is not in the labour force if he or she is not enployed
and is not |ooking for work.

Indians on-reserve have the highest proportion of their

popul ation not in the |abour force, 57% or one and two-thirds
times the Canadian rate.

For each aboriginal group, the proportion of the popul ation that
is unenployed is higher than the Canadian figure of 7% A
person is considered unenployed if he or she is not working but
is actively looking for a job.

I ndi ans off-reserve have the highest percent of unenployed
people, 17% or two and a half tinmes the Canadian figure.

For each aboriginal group, the proportion of the popul ation that
is enployed is lower than the Canadian rate of 60%

I ndians on-reserve have the |owest enploynent rate of al
aboriginal people, 28% or half the Canadian rate.

Bet ween 1981 and 1986, the percent of the population not in the
| abour force decreased for all groups except I ndi ans
of f-reserve which increased.

Bet ween the two Censuses, enploynent rates decreased marginally
for the Inuit and all Canadians and greatly for status Indians

(ten percentage points off-reserve and four percentage points
on-reserve)

Wiile nore Indians and Inuit entered the labour force between
1981 and 1986, the percent of those unenpl oyed doubled for both
groups, from 7% to 14% for the Inuit and from 8% to 16% for
status I ndi ans. The percent of Canadi ans unenpl oyed increased
only slightly in the sane period, from5% to 7%.
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FI GURE 2B

Full—time Emplovment
Aboriginal and A1l Canadians
1981, 1986
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Status Indians are slightly nore likely to be enployed full-tine
than are other Canadi ans, although for all groups nore than 75%
of the people who are enployed work full-tine.

According to the 1986 Census, 80.1% of the status I|ndians who

are enployed work full-tinme, conpared to 78.6% of all enployed
Canadi ans.

| ndi ans on-reserve have the highest proportion working full-tine
at 82.6%

The rate of full-time enploynent is lowest for the Inuit at
74. 9%

Bet ween 1981 and 1986, the percent of people working full-tine
decreased for all groups. This decrease was higher for
non—native Canadians and Inuit than for status Indians.

No specific definition is given for full-time enpl oynent because
of the varying hours considered as full-tinme in different
occupations and industries. As well, full-tinme enploynent does
not reflect on the nunber of weeks worked and sonme full-tine
wor kers may not be enployed for the full year




FI GURE 2C

Occupational Distribution
Aboriginal and A11 Canadians
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Most Canadians in all groups work in the tertiary sector, which includes
occupations such as service, clerical and nanagerial positions, including
social services, teaching and nedical health occupations.

According to the 1986 Census, a |lower proportion of status Indians work in
tertiary jobs than of other Canadians, 68.6% compared to 74.9%

The percent of Indians on-reserve working in tertiary jobs is 67.6%, | ower
than that of Indians off-reserve at 69.9% but higher than the popul ation
living near reserves at 61.1%

The Inuit have the highest proportion of their population enployed in service
jobs at 77.5% which contributes to their high rate of part-tinme enploynent.

A higher proportion of the Canadian popul ation than of aboriginal popul ations
have manufacturing or secondary sector jobs, although the percent. of Indians
off-reserve is near the national figure, 11.9% conpared to 13.2%

O all aboriginal groups, Indians on-reserve have the highest proportion of
their population working in primary industries at 15.5%. Although this
figure is three times that of the total Canadian population at 5.5% it is
considerably |ower than that of the population living near reserves at 22.0%
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FI GURE 3A

Pexrsons with Income
Aboriginal and A11 Canadians
1980, 1985
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At least three-quarters of the population over fifteen in all
groups receive incone. However, approxi mately one-quarter of

all status Indians and Inuit reported no incone in the 1986
Census.

According to the 1986 Census, the proportion of status Indians
who received incone in 1985 was ten percentage points |ess than
that of all Canadians, 77% conpared to 87%

The proportion of Indians on-reserve with incone is eight
percentage points lower than that of people living near
reserves, 76% conpared to 84%

The Inuit have the lowest proportion of their population wth
incone at 75% two percentage-points |ess than-status |ndians
and twel ve percentage points |less than all Canadi ans.

For all groups, the percent of the population with incone
i ncreased between 1980 and 1985.




15
FI GURE 3B

Ma joxr Source of Income: Employment
Aborxriginals and A11 Canadians
19230 , 1985

Inuit

Canada

All Aboriginais

Comp. Communities

Indlans Off-Reserve

Total Status Indiana

Indiana On-Reserve

0 20 40 60 80 100
Percent of population with Income

1980 WM 1985

For all groups, the percent of people with income who have
enpl oynent as their major source of incone dropped between 1980
and 1985. The Canadian figure dropped four percentage points
while the proportion of status Indians dropped thirteen
per cent age points.

According to the 1986 Census, 51% of all status Indians obtained

nost of their 1985 incone from enpl oynent, nearly three—quarters
the Canadian rate of 71%

A snaller proportion Indians on-reserve than off-reserve receive
nost of their income through enploynment., 48% conpared to 56%
The proportion of Indians on-reserve is three-quarters that of
people living near reserves at 63%

The Inuit had the highest proportion of all population groups
earning income through enploynent at 72% slightly higher than
the Canadian rate and al nost one and a half tines that of status
| ndi ans.

For a discussion on the proportion of the population that
receives nost of its incone from governnent transfer paynents,
see Highlights on Aboriginal Conditions, Part II: Social

Condi tions .




FI GURE 3C

Average Individual Income
Aborxriginals and All Canadians
1980, 1985
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According to the 1981 and 1986 Censuses, the average individual
incone of people in all groups, expressed in constant 1985

dollars, decreased between 1980 and 1985. The individual
i ncomes of aboriginal people are still |ower than those of other
Canadi ans .

The disparity between Canadian and |[ndian income increased
between 1980 and 1985. Although real individual inconme dropped
for all groups, the average individual income for status Indians
was 59 percent of that for Canadians in 1980 and decreased to
54 percent in 1985.

According to the 1986 Census, in 1985, Indians on-reserve had
the | owest average individual incone of all groups at $9, 300,
one—hal f the Canadi an average of $18,200 and two-thirds that of
people living near reserves at $14, 700.

The Inuit have the highest average individual incone of all
aboriginal groups at $11,600, one and one-fifth times that of
status Indians but still only two-thirds the Canadi an average.
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FI GURE 3D

Average Family Income
Aboriginal and A11 Canadians
1980, 1985
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According to the 1981 and 1986 Censuses, average economic famly incone
expressed in constant 1985 dollars, dropped for every group except for all
aboriginal famlies between 1980 and 1985. Nonethel ess, aboriginal economc
famlies in all groups have smaller incones than other Canadian fanilies.

The disparity between the incones of Canadian and status Indian famlies
i ncr eased. In 1980, Indian economc famlies received 63 percent of the
income of other Canadian famlies and this decreased to 56 percent in 1985.

According to the 1986 Census, in 1985, status Indians had the |owest average
fam |y income at $21,800, slightly rmore than one-half that of Canadian
famlies at $38, 700.

Indian famlies on-reserve receive on average $20,900, slightly less than the
average incone of Indian famlies off-reserve at $22,900 and over two-thirds
the average income of famlies living near reserves at $29,800.

Inuit famlies have an average income of $27,S00, one and a quarter times

that of status Indian famlies but nearly three-quarters the Canadian
aver age.

An econonmic famly is defined as two or nore persons who live in the same
dwel ling and are related to each other by blood, marriage or adoption.
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FI GURE 3E
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FI GURE 3E

Family Income by Income Gxrxoup
Aborxriginals and A11 Canadians
1985

According to the 1986 Census, over half of all status Indian
famlies reported incomes of |ess than $20,000 in 1985.

Aboriginal famlies are nore likely to be in the |owest incone
groups than are other Canadian famlies. The proportion of
econonmic famlies wth incones between $20,000 and $40,000 a

year is roughly simlar for all groups, between 30%for status
I ndi ans and 36% for all Canadi ans.

Four times as many status Indian famlies have inconmes under
$20,000 as over $40,000 per year, 57% conpared to 14% By
conmparison, alnmost twice as nmany of all Canadian famlies

recei ve over $40,000 than under $20,000 per year, 40% conpared
to 25%

Indian famlies on-reserve are nore likely than Indian famlies
off-reserve to have inconmes under $20,000. Almost twice as many
off-reserve famlies have inconmes over $40,000.

Wil e the Inuit have a higher proportion of their famlies with
i ncomes over $40,000 than status Indians, still twce as many
Inuit famlies receive under $20,000 a year than over $40,000.




IV. CONCLUSIONS

'~ as the foregoing demonstrates, Canada’s aboriginal peopl e,

especi ally Indians on-reserve, experience relatively poor economc
conditions conpared to other Canadi ans. These conditions have a
nunber of inplications, particularly for status Indian policy,
prograns and activities which provide a challenge to federal,

provincial and band governnents.

The particularly disadvantaged situation of |ndians on-reserve is
|argely due to the fact that Indian conmmunities face significant
[imtations to sustained econom c devel opnent. These Dbarriers
include the small size of nost |Indian bands, their often isol ated
| ocation and l|lack of resources, discrimnative practices and a
popul ation largely ill prepared for enploynent in a wage econony.

Educati on

The educational attainnent |evels anbng successive generations of

abori gi nal people are inproving. These inprovenents are
encour agi ng given the direct and positive relationships which exist
bet ween educational attainnment, enploynent and incone. However ,

the positive relationship between education and successful
enpl oynent is less clear for groups such as aboriginal peoples,
especially wonen, due to such factors as |abour market segnentation
and discrimnation.

I ndian educational attainnment and enrolnment rates are still
relatively low conpared to other Canadi ans. Some slight further
i ncreases of overall adult Indian educational |evels are expected
as a result of anticipated inprovenents in secondary and post-
secondary graduation rates and the significant influx of the

slightly better educated people re-instated as a result of
Bill C31

Better education alone is not likely to be a sufficient driving
force for |abour market successes anong aboriginal peoples. The
dramatic inprovenents in educational achievenrents wll be

undermned if a young and nore educated workforce cannot find
meani ngful and rewardi ng worKk.
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Enpl oynent

A high proportion of aboriginal people, particularly on-reserve
Indians, do not participate in the labour force. This likely
reflects in part a reliance on traditional pursuits, a |ack of
skills to function effectively in a wage econony as well as a

shortage of suitable enploynment opportunities.

D fferences in enploynent between |ndians and other Canadi ans can
be partially explained by the 1lowr levels of educationa
attai nnent anong status I|ndians. Low levels of literacy and work
skills limt the ability of Indians to take advantage of the few
enpl oynent opportunities which exist on or near reserves. The
result is that Indians are likely to continue to experience |ower
level s of enploynment success, a tendency to be enployed in
unskilled jobs of shorter duration and |ower earning power.

The high increase in the proportion of the unenployed anong
aborigi nal people between 1981 and 1986 can be partially expl ai ned
by a higher proportion of them entering the labour force but not
hol di ng down jobs for extended periods of tine and returning to the

ranks of the unenpl oyed. More aborigi nal people want to work but
they are unable to find work.

It is unlikely that the significant on-reserve I|ndian enploynent
in the tertiary occupations, particularly band governnent service,
can continue to provide sufficient new enploynent opportunities to
keep up with the projected growh in the working age popul ation.
Future private sector enploynent successes will significantly
depend on initiatives tied to the further developnent of the
natural resource based primary sector on-reserve, a sector which
appears under expl oited.

The lack of an adequately educated, trained and experienced Indian

labour force stands as a mmjor inpedinent to enhance economic
devel opment and self sufficiency wthin Indian comunities.

| ncone

Census data show that a |arge proportion of aboriginal people live
in relative poverty by Canadian standards. However, for aboriginal
people, the census inconme data do not always accurately reflect
their “real” total level of inconme. This is particularly the case
for registered Indians on-reserve who receive a wde variety of
free or subsidized goods and services fromthe federal governnent,
such as housing, which are not reported as income. Notwi thstanding
this reporting problem on-reserve Indians are visibly one of the
nost di sadvantaged groups in Canadi an society.
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The significant and increasing disparity in average economc famly
i ncome between aboriginal peoples and other Canadians coupled wth
the larger size of status Indian famlies neans that the per ca?ita
income of Indians is substantial ly lower than that of other
Canadians.

Low aborigi nal earned incones have an inpact not only on the |eve
of expenditures on social support programs but also on the |eve
of government revenues originating from aboriginal peoples other
t han on-reserve | ndians.

I n concl usion, while significant inprovenents have been nmade in the
educati onal achi evenents of aboriginal peoples, nuch renmains to be
acconpl i shed before they enjoy the equitable access to the labour
mar ket and sane Standard o living that other Canadians are
accustoned to.
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METHODOLOGICAL NOTES AND SOURCES
Sour ces: . I NAC Custom zed Census Data, 1981 and 1986.
e Basi ¢ Departnental Data, DIAND, 1988
° Popul ati on Projections of Reqgistered |ndians
1986- 2011, Statistics Canada, 1989.
. on-reserve enrolnment projections are derived from
B the Enrolnment Projections Mdel devel oped by QASR

Met hodol ogy: Due to differences between the 1981 and 1986
Censuses related to population coverage and question
formul ati on, conparisons between the 1981 and 1986
Censuses should be nmade with caution. Any apparent
trends may not be conpletely valid, particularly for
the on-reserve and total aboriginal populations.
For a nore conplete explanation of the conparability
of the 1981 and 1986 Censuses, see the Methodology
section of 1986 Census Highlights on Registered
I ndi ans: Annotated Tabl es (DIAND, 1989).

A medium grom h scenario was used for the popul ation

projections of registered Indians. This scenario
assunes constant fertility, declining nortality and
18 percent of Bill C-31 registrants living

on-reserve.
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TABLE 1A

s thhan Grade

19231.

(percent of population 15 and over)

Canada

Comp. Communities
Total Status Indians
| ndi ans On- Reserve

| ndi ans O f - Reserve

Inuit

Al Abori gi nal

9 Education
Aboriginals and A1l Canadians
1986

~

o O




TABLE 1B

At Least High School Education
Aboriginal anmd Al1ll Canadians
1981, 1986

(percent of population 15 and over)

GoUP 1981 1986
Canada 52.1 55.6
Conp. Communities N A 41.9 \
Total Status Indians 26. 4 27.6
| ndi ans On- Reserve 19. 4 21. 7
| ndi ans O f - Reserve 37.5 37.5
Inuit 18.9 22.2
Al'l  Abori gi nal 28.3 39.7
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TABLE 1C

FEFlementary and Secondary Enxolment
By School Type
Indians On—Reserxrve
1981 —1987

(percent of total enrolment)

1983
1984
1985
1986

1987

nunber of

Fi gures do not

FEDERAL

28.0
27.1
24.7
22.9

20.6

PROVIKNCIAL

50.6
50.0
49.3
48.7

48.1

21.
22.
26.
28.

31.

add up to 100 percent

because a snall

private schools are included in the totals.




30

TABLE 1D

Elementary and Secondary Enrolment

Indians On—Reserxrve
1981 —2001

(percent)

YEAR POPULATI ON PRQJECTED ENROLMENT ENROLMENT

AGED 4-18 ENROLMENT? RATE GROWNTH
1981* 91,545 80,466 87.90 --
1982 92,498 17,412 83.69 -3.80
1983 93,322 78,082 83.67 0.87
1984 93,944 80,121 85.29 2.61
1985 94,730 80,623 85.11 0.63
1986 95,935 82,271 85.76 2.04
1987 96,939 84,271 86.93 2.43
1988 99,034 85,600 86.43 1.58
1989 101,043 87,600 86.70 2.34
1990 103,501 89,500 86.47 2.17
1991 105,619 91,500 86.63 2.23
1992 108,058 93,600 86.62 2.30
1993 110,515 95,800 86.69 2.35
1994 113,051 98,200 86.86 2.51
1995 115,432 100,600 87.15 2.44
1996 117,859 102,900 87.31 2.29
1997 119,568 104,900 87.73 1.94
1998 121,225 107,700 88.84 2.67
1999 122,733 109,600 89.30 1.76
2000 123,966 111,300 89.78 1.55
2001 124,981 112,800 90.25 1.35

* The high 1981 enrol nent

probl ens that were corrected

*actual enrol nent

1989-2001 are projected

devel oped by QASR.

in 1982.

figure is a result

figures are used for

from the enrolment

of data collection

1981-1988; data for

proj ections

nodel




TABLE | E

Post—Secondary Enrolment
Status Indians

1981—1988

( nunber)

29.6

18.1

YEAR  ENROLME PERCENT | NCREASE
1981 5,464
1982 6,810
1983 8,062
1984 8,617
1985 11,170
1986 13,196
1987 14,242
1988 15,084
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TABLE 2A
Labouxr Forxrce Activity
Aboriginals and Al1l Canadians
1981, 1986
(percent of population 15 and over)
1981
NOT 1IN

GB_CIJP ______ o EVMPLOYED UNEMPLOYED LABOUR FORCE
Canada 60. 0 5.0 35.0
Conp. Communities N A N A N A
Total Status Indians 38.0 7.9 54.1

| ndi ans On- Reserve 32.3 7.1 60. 6

| ndi ans O f - Reserve 47.2 9.0 43. 8
Inuit 40. 6 7.4 52.0

Al Abori gi nal 42.3 8.1 49. 6

1986
NOT I N

gR’_C_lJP EVMPLOYED UNEMPLOYED LABOUR FORCE
Canada T 59. 6 6.9 33.5
Conp. Conmunities 51.8 7.8 40. 4
Total Status Indians 31.4 15.8 52.8

| ndi ans On- Reserve 28.2 15.1 56.7

| ndi ans O f - Reserve 36.8 16. 8 46. 4
Inuit 40. 1 14. 4 45.5

Al Abori gi nal 46. 6 13.7 39.7



Aboriginal

TABLE

2B

Full—time Employment

1981,

1986

(percent of employed)

Canada

Conp. Conmunities
Total Status Indians
| ndi ans On- Reserve

I ndi ans O f - Reserve
[ nui t

Al Abori gi nal

o ©O© o o =

and A11 Canadians
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TABLE 2C
Occupational Distrxibution
Aboriginals and A1l Canadians
1986

(percent of experienced |abour force)

GROUP . PRI MARY SECONDARY TERTI ARY
Canada 5.5 13.2 74.9
Comp. Conmunities 22.0 11.7 61.1
Total Status Indians 12.9 8.9 68. 6
| ndi ans On- Reserve 15.5 6.7 67.6
| ndi ans O f - Reserve 9*5 11.9 69.9
Inuit 5.2 9.1 77.5

Al Abori gi nal 8.4 11.1 73.9
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TABLE 3A
Persons With Income )
Aboriginal and A11 Canadians
1980 . 1985

(percent of population 15 and over)

Canada

Conp. Communities
Total Status Indians
| ndi ans On- Reserve

I ndi ans O f - Reserve

Inuit

Al Abori gi nal




TABLE 3B

1980,

Majoxr Source of Income.:
Aboriginals and A11 Canadians

1985

Emplovment

(percent of income earners)

Canada

Comp. Communi ties
Total Status Indians
| ndi ans On- Reserve

| ndi ans O f - Reserve
Inuit

All Abor i gi nal




TABLE 3C
Average Individual Income
Aboriginal anti A11X Canadians
1980, 1985

(1985 constant doll ars)

GROUP o 1980 __}985
Canada 18,600 18, 200
Comp. Conmmunities N A 14,700
Total Status Indians 11, 000 9, 900
| ndi ans On- Reserve 10, 000 9, 300
| ndi ans O f - Reserve 12,400 11,000
Inuit 11,700 11,600

Al Abori gi nal 12,000 10, 400




38

TABLE 3D

Average Family Income

1980,

1985

(1985 constant dollars)

1980

Aboriginals and Al1ll Canadians

1985

Comp . Conmunities
Total Status Indians
| ndi ans On- Reserve

| ndi ans O f - Reserve
Inuit

Al Aboriginal

38,700
29,800
21,800
20,900
22,900
27,800

29,300




TABLE 3E (1)
Family Income by Income Group
Status Indians
1985

(percent of economc famlies)

o
B
o

STATUS | NDI ANS | NDI ANS
| NCOVE BRACKET _ |NDIANS O\ RESERVE OFF- RESERVE
No | ncone 0.57 0. 45 0.70
Under $5, 000 9.99 7.53 12. 85
$5,000-$9,999 15.79 16.38 15.12
$10,000-$14,999 17.54 19.02 15.83
$15,000-$19,999 12.78 15.19 10.01
$20,000-%$29,999 17.92 19.91 15.61
$30,000-$39,999 11.73 11.16 12.36
$40,000-$49,999 6.81 5.54 8.32
$50,000-$59,999 3.48 2.45 4.66

$60,000 and over 3.38 2.39 4.54
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TABLE 3E (2)

Family Income by Income Giroup
Aboriginal anmd A1l Canadians
1985

(percent of economic families)

ALL COWwP .
INC(]VE_ BRACKET INUIT ABORI GI NAL  CANADA COMMUNI TI ES
No | ncone 0.41 0. 27 0.24 0.21
Under $5, 000 6. 56 6. 80 3.06 4.14
$5, 000- $9, 999 11. 74 10. 18 4. 47 6.31
$10,000-$14,999 11.46 12.16 7.78 13.07
$15,000-$19,999 11.67 10.21 8.88 13.80
$20,000-%$29,999 19.61 18.20 17.64 21.45
$30,000-$39,999 16.37 16.44 18.29 17.10
$40,000-$49,999 9.46 11.43 14.77 10.83
$50,000-$59,999 5.87 6.91 9.84 5.83

$60,000 and over 6. 84 7.35 15. 02 7.27
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