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Fel | ow Yukoners:

| am pleased to inform you that the Negotiators for the
Governnents of Yuken and Canada and the Council for Yukon
I ndi ans have agreed upon nost of the major elenents of an
overal |l Agreenent-In-Principle. The Governnent of Yukon has
fought hard to ensure that the land clains settlenment will be
fair to all Yukaners while, at the same tineg, provi di ng
Beneficiaries with specific rights and benefits in exchange

for their aboriginal claimto lands in Yukon. | am confi dent
that the Agreenent-In-Principle is a good one and wll pe
accepted by all Yukoners.

As you know, the effects of a land clains settlenent wll pe
far reaching. In the past | have said that it wll alter our
society, our constitutional framework, our use of |ands and
our very basic concepts about Yukaon. Knowi ng this, the

Covernment of Yukon insisted that the best wav of deal jng
with such changes would be through a “one” or ‘co-operative
government systent. It recognized that Yukon cannot afford a
Settl enent t hat di vi des Yukoners al ong racial lines.
beneficiaries and non-beneficiaries have |ived together and
continue to live together sharing many of the sane val ues and
aspirations. This is not to say that there are no

di fferences between the two groups. Certainly this
Governnent acknow edges the need for inproved relati'ons =znd
under st andi ng between Yukon Indians and other Yukaners .

For these reasons, this Governnent worked hard and succeeded
in convincing the other Parties that the most sppropriate
nodel on which to base a Yukon land clains settlenent is the
co- operative, one- governnent systam. This system reflects
and responds ta the interests of all Yukon residents, while
providing B8eneficiaries with specific guaranteed rights and
benefits, and the opportunit to participate effactively in
t he decision-making authorities which govern Yukon life.

We look forward to the cday when a Settlenent is in place and
all Yukaners can get cn with the business of shaping Yukon’s
future co-operatively.

Yours sincerely,
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FEBRUARY 1973

APRI L 1973 TO

JANUARY 1978

JANUARY 1978

JANUARY 1979

FEBRUARY 1979

FEBRUARY 1979

FEBRUARY TO
OCTOBER 1979

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

LEAO NG TO A
YUKON | NDI AN LANO CLAI M5

AGREEMENT- | N- PRI NCI PLE

Yukon Indian people present _their injtial
land rights claim entitled Together Today
for our Children Tonorrow.

Under the first three federal negotiators
various approaches are used to resolve a

Yukon claim However the parties are
unable to conclude an overall Agreement-In-

Principle.

Council for Yukon Indians withdraws fro
clainms negotiations to further research ang1

anal yze its | and claim Tal ks are
subsequently suspended for approxinately
one year.

Council for Yukon Indians subnits revised
claims proposal entitled A Proposal for a

Yukon Indian Settlenent, “TO the Tederal

government Tor negotl ati on.

Maurice Aked is appointed Senior Federal
Negotiator for the Yukon Caim He heads
up a gaovernment negotiating team conprised
of federal officials and representatives of
t he Yukon Territorial Governnent.

Wllard Phelps is npamed as the Governnent
of Yukon’s representative in clains talKks.

A Menor andum of Understanding is signed

bet ween t he f eder al and territorial
gover nment s setting out the full
participation of Yukon as a Hasic

requi rement in clainms negotiations.

Negotiations  continue. Some progress is
made on eligibility and  Yukon Indian
harvesting rights.



lw

FEBRUARY TO O. J.R. Hol mes is appoi nted as t he

OCTOCBER 1979 Mnister of DIAND's Special Representative
to negoti ate t he Yukon | and claim
Al though DOr. Holmes received a broad N
nmandat e, little progress was made due
primarily to the _interruption by the

federal election of February 1980.

MAY 1980 Oennis O Connor, Q.C. is appointed Chief
Feder al Negotiator to conduct intensive
negotiations on the mmjor issues of the
claim

JUNE TO Negotiations  continue. Subst anti al pro-

DECEMBER 1982 gress is made with sub-agreements being
signed on a Yukon Indian El ders program
eligibility, Yukon | ndi an wildlife

harvesting rights and nanagenent and |and
use planning. Breakthroughs in these areas
provi de the nonentum for further progress.

JANUARY 1981 Progress continues to be nade with sone 35
TO sub- agr eenent s bei ng concl uded on key
DECEMBER 1982 aspects of the claim including | and

selection and tenure, local governnent,

provision of prograns to Beneficiaries and
financial conpensati on.

DECEMBER 13 Gover nment of Yukon withdraws from cl ai nms

1982 negotiations attaching certain conditions
that would have to be net before it would
return to the clains table.

DECEMBER 1982 CGovernment of Yukon is absent from negoti-
TO APRI L 1983 ations pending clarification of six issues
which it consi der ed crucial to t he

conclusion of a land clains settl enent that
would be fair to all Yukoners.

APRIL 1983 Following satisfactory resolution of five
of the six issues and the establishnment of
a process to deal with the transfer of |and
from the federal governnent, the Governnent
of Yukon returned to negoti ati ons.




APRIL TO progress continues to be nmmde on out-
NOVEMBER 1983 standing clains matters including t he

conpletion o+ |and selection for five
remai ni ng Yukon I ndian El ands.




BACKGROUND

In Febr uary 1973 the Yukon Indian people presented their
initial lands rights claim entitled Together Today for Qur
Chil dren Tonorrow. Wiile several attenpts were nade to

negotiate a land clains settlement during the period from
1973 to January 1978, including the establishnment of a
co-operative planning process, the Yukon Indian people and
the Governnents of Canada and Yukon were unable to achieve
any maj or progress. The Council for Yukon Indians w thdrew

from clains negotiations in January 13978, stating that Yukon
Indians required additional tine to reassess their original

cl ains proposal.

On January 20th, 1979 the Council for Yukon Indians submtted
a revised clains proposal entitled Proposal for a Yukon
Indian Settlenent, to the federal government for negotiation.

A joint federal-territorial government negotiating team was
formed and clains tal ks got underway in February 1979. \While
sonme progress was nmade in the areas of eligibility and Yukon
Indian harvesting rights, substantive negotiations did not
take place wuntil My 1380 when Dennis 0'Connor, (.C. was
appoi nted Chief Federal Negotiator. Since that tine, the
Parties have worked diligently on the very conplex and
detailead task of negotiating an Agreement-In-Princinle .
including the selection of specific rural and conmunity | ands
for seven Yukon Indian Bands. Finalization of land selection
for the five remaining Bands is in progress.
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YUKON | NDI AN LAND CLAI M5
AGREEMENT- | N- PRI NCI PLE

| NTRCDUCTI ON

Since the conmencenent of clains negotiations in June 1380
under Chief Negotiators Dennis O Connor (Canada]l, WIls,-d
Phelps (Yukon) and Dave Joe (Council for Yukon Indians), the
Parties have signed over 60 sub-agreenents. These agreenents
have been subsequently conbined to form one overal |

Agreenent-In-Principle . It is inportant to keep in mnd that
the overall Agreenent-In-Principle is not a legally binding
and enforceable contract, but is a declaration of the

intention of the Parties to reach a final agreenent based on
terms and conditions set out in the Agreenent-In-Principle

The Agreenent-In-Principle will require Cabinet approval o+
the Governnents of Canada and Yukon as well as ratification
by Yukon Indian people. If the Agreenent-In-Principle is
approved, the Parties wll be authorizing their Negotiators
to negotiate a final agreenment based on the Agreenent-I|n-
Princi pl e. Upon execution of a final agr eenment, t he
Government of Canada will comence preparation of Settlenent

Legi sl ati on approving, giving effect to and declaring valid
the provisions of the final agreement.

The Agreement-In-Principle sets out a nunber of general
provisions respecting the final agreenment and Settlenent
Legi sl ati on. Under Settlenent Legislation Canada and Yukon
will grant specific rights, privileges and benefits to
Yukon Indian Beneficiaries in exchange for any <claims,
rights, titles and interests that &they may have had in
Yukon or elsewhere in Canada. Nothing in the final
agreement Wi ll prejudice the rights of beneficiaries as




Canadian citizens and residents of Yukon, and they will

continue to be entitled to all the rights and benefits
enjoyed b-y all other Canadian citizens. Beneficiaries will
be subject, as will all elenments of their Settlement, to all

| aws of general application in force in Canada and Yukon from
time to tine except as otherwise agreed to by the Parties.
It should be noted that upon enactnent of Settlenent
Legislation, the provisions of the Indian Act will not apply
to Beneficiaries while in Yukon except as may be agreed to by
the Parti es. As well, those lands presently reserved or set
aside for Yukon Indian Bands will becone part of settlenent
| ands for each respective Band.

A detailed summary of the major elenents of the Agreenent-In-
Principle is provided together with a description of the

“one- gover nnent systent. A nunber of mnor aspects of the
Agreement have been excl uded. At the time of witing this
summary three matters remai ned outstanding: the extent of

Beneficiary ownership of the subsurface under settlenent
lands; the harvesting and nanagenent of the Porcupine Caribou
Herd; and issues related to the Constitution Act, 1982.




THE ONE- GOVERNMVENT SYSTEM

In order to conprehend the underlying principles on which the
Agreement - I n-Principle has been developed, it is inportant to

understand the nodel of governnent an which it is based .

Essentially, it is a system of government at the territorial
and | ocal levels where all Yukoners are provided the
opportunity to participate in a neaningful way in greas of
particular concern to them Under the system Yukon Indian

Beneficiaries are given a special voice and specific
settlement guarantees in certain areas such as wldlife

harvesting, |and management, education and |ocal government
matters while preserving the denocratic principleof gpe
person - one vote. The system provides equal benefits and

protections for status and non-status Indians.

The co-operative, one-governnent system is nade up of three
categories of concerns:

1. areas of exclusive interest to Beneficiaries;
areas of common concern to all Yukoners; and

3. areas of common concern in which Beneficiaries have a
speci al interest.

Areas of exclusive interest to Beneficiaries include the use
O settlement lands and allocation of such 1ands to Band
menbers except where nodified by the Agreement and ot her
internal settlenent matters. These include eligibility and
enrol I ment, Beneficiary housing, the allocation of traplines,
hunti ng quotas and fishing licences to Beneficiaries, and the
design and delivery of certain prograns funded and devel oped
by Beneficiary organizations. Matters of this nature would
be handled by Bands, a Central Indian Authority and other
corporate Indian authorities.



Areas of conmmon concern to all Yukoners include such matters

as roadways, wat er and  sewer, and  public recreation
facilities. Matters of this nature would be handled at the
|ocal level through the community governnent and at the

territorial level by the Governnent of Yukon

Areas of conmon concern in which Beneficiaries have a specia

i nt erest i ncl ude certain aspects of educati on, t he
adm nistration of justice, social prograns, health, I ndi an
historic sites and ceneteries, and other matters of simlar
nat ure. Wiile matters of this nature would be handled by
gover nment , the Agreenent provides for guaranteed |Indian

i nvol vement on advisory boards to ensure that Beneficiary
concerns in these areas are dealt with. For exanple, while
education remains the responsibility of the Governnment of
Yukon, beneficiaries are guaranteed at |east two nenbers or
25% whichever is greater, on a Yukon Education Counci l

Through the provision of specific neasures and guarantees in
the Agreenment-In-Principle , Beneficiaries are given the
opportunity to participate effectively in | ocal and
territorial governnent  structures by neans of guaranteed
i nvol vemrent on advi sory boards, conmi ssions and other bodies
which wll be established as a result of the clains
settl enent.



SLI MVARY OF MAJOR ELEMENTS
OF THE AGREEMENT-1 N- PRI NClI PLE

ELIG BI LI TY ANO ENRCLLMENT

In order for Yukon Indians to qualify as Beneficiaries under

a Yukon «clainms settlenent, a person nust neet specific

criteria. A person is eligible if he or she is a Canadian

citizen and:

(a) has 25% or nore Yukon Indian blood and was ordinarily
resident in Yukon between January |st, 1800 and January
Ist, 1940; or

(b) is a lineal descendant or adopted child of a qualified
Beneficiary.

In addition, the Elders Council of the Council for Yukon
Indians nay declare a person eligible to receive benefits if
that person is a nenber, or whose ancestors are considered to
be nenbers, of a Yukon Indian Tribe prior to 1940. It is
al so possible for a person who is not a Canadian citizen to
qualify as a Beneficiary providing he or she was btorn in
Yukon and otherwi se neets the criteria in (a) above or is a
descendant of a person who neets the requirementsina
above.

An  Enrollnment Conmmission will be set uw conprised of one

representative from the Yukon Indian people, one from the
federal governnent and a third representative mutually chosen

by the other two. The Comm ssion wll be responsible for
determining the nmaster enrol | ment list. A pernmanent
enrol I ment authority will be subsequently responsible for the
ongoi ng mai ntenance of the master |ist. An appeal process

will be established to resolve any disputes.




to be harvested. Yukon Indians will be responsible for
distributing the Yukon Indian people's share of the
al l onabl e harvest while the CGovernnent of Yukon will
assign hunting licences to other Yukoners.

The Agreenent also provides Beneficiaries with certain
other rights including the exclusive right to harvest
gane on their lands and the right to utilize their
wildlife harvest for human food and clothing and for the
purpose of barter anong Indian people in exchange for

fish and/or wildlife. In addition, |ocal Indian people
are guaranteed a preferential right to hunt for food in
Kluane National Park under certain conditions. Thi s
type of right will apply to local Indian residents who

hunt on | ands which may form future national parks.

Finally, except where nodified by the Agreenent-In-
Principle, beneficiaries and Beneficiary lands wll be
subject to the laws of general application respecting

wildlife harvesting in Yukon.

TRAPPI NG

Under the Agreenent Beneficiaries are guaranteed certain
trapping rights while the ability of non-Beneficiary

Yukoners to continue trapping at current levels is
prot ect ed. Beneficiaries are given a right of first
refusal to acquire trappingareas on 70% of the 1lands
available for trapping in Yukon. This level ig in
accor dance W th t he ratio of Beneficiary to
non-Beneficiary trapping areas existing at the present
tinme. Two types of trapping areas are set out in the
Agr eenent : Category 1 and Category 2. Category 1

trapping areas are those areas designated =zs such by a

11.
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Beneficiary trapper and Category 2 trapping areas are
those held by qualified nenbers of the public and are
fully assignable. beneficiary holders of Category 1
trapping areas have the exclusive privilege to harvest
forbearers on all lands within the trapping area. While
this privilege can be assinged only to Beneficiaries,
it IS possible to | ease it to eligible
non- beneficiaries . Subject to laws  of gener al
application, beneficiary trappers will be responsible
for allocating trapping privileges on Category 1
trapping areas on a comunity-by-conmunity basis and the
CGovernnent of Yukon wll allocate trapping privileges
on Category 2 trapping areas.

The  CGovernnent of Yukon — will continue to have
responsibility for the managenent of fur resources in
Yukon including such matters as general qualifications
to trap, seasons, nmethods of harvest, restriction of
trapping area and data collection. The Yukon Wldlife
Managenent Bcard referred to above is also responsible
for maki ng recommendations to the Government of Yukon on
all trapping matters.

FI SHI NG

Under the Agreenent Yukon Indian Beneficiariss are
guaranteed certain fishing rights within s quota system
for Pacific salmon and coarse fish while continued
access for non-Beneficiaries to sports, donestic and
comercial fish is protected. The Agreenment provides
for fisheries managenent and licencing tc remain the
responsibility of the appropriate government. Specific
measures Wi ll ensure that Beneficiaries are consulted on
those fisheries matters which affect them

12.



Under the quota system the responsible governnent will
consult with Beneficiaries concerning the establishnment
of an annual allowable catch for Pacific salnon and
coarse fish in each river system in Yukon where these
fish are found. Fishing quotas for Pacific sal non and
coarse fish will be assigned between Beneficiaries and
non-Beneficiaries based on the average annual nunbers of
fish currently taken by each user group for each river

system Beneficiaries will have the exclusive right to
catch Pacific salmon for food purposes at certain
identified sites. This would also apply for coarse
fish. Wiile the Indian food, domestic and sports
fisheries have priority over commer ci al fishing,

provision is pmde for beneficiaries to participate in
t he conmmer ci al fishery where fishing st ocks are

sufficient to permt this. Beneficiaries will be issued
comrercial salnon and/or coarse fishery licences based
on the percentage of Yukon’s population that they
represent. beneficiaries are also givena right of
first refusal to acquire new or existing commercial
fishery licences from non-Beneficiaries when such
licences are not renewed by the holder provi ded
Beneficiaries hold less than the allowed nunber of
conmmercial licences. Except where nodified by the
Agreement, |laws of general application wll apply
respect to fishing in Yukon.

13.
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LAND

‘ Per haps the hast signi ficant el enment of t he over al |
Agreement-In-Principle is the provisionoflands g Yukon
I ndi an Beneficiaries. This particular aspect is -~also of

maj or inportance to other Yukoners. Thr oughout negoti ati ons
on land particular care has been taken to protect third-party

interests, while at the sane tine, providing Beneficiaries
with sufficient lands to safeguard their traditional
lifestyle and heritage, and to provide them with economc
opportunities.

TENURE

All Parties to the negotiations recognized the need for
Beneficiaries to have nore say over their settlenent
lands than was provided to Indian people in southern
Canada. At the sane tine Beneficiaries recognized that,
as private land owners, they would have to accept
certain types of responsibilities associ at ed Wi th
greater control. To this end, settlenent lands wll be
held privately, in fee sinple title by Band Councils
rather than held as reserve lands in trust by the
Government  of Canada. Except where nodified by the
Agreement, Beneficiary lands will be subject to the laws.
of  general application including property tax ang
expropriation.

CONSTRAI NTS TO SELECTI ON

In order to protect private and public jnterests in
Yukon lands, a nunber c<f constraints were established ta

guide the Parties during the |land selection process.
Essentially, those interests existing at tne time of the
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overall Agreenment-In-principle have been excluded from
| ands sel ect ed. These include privately-owned, titled
land, land under agreenment for sale and land under
residential or agricultural | eases . Except  where
modi fied by the Agreenent, all |ands occupied by any
agency of governnents, all lands transferred to any
government department, all |ands notated or reserved by
the Northern Program of OIAND and grazing |eases have
been excl uded from settlenment | ands. I n addition, |ands
selected are subject to certain current interests such
as agreenments respecting forest resources, pl acer and
quartz mning claims, easenents, servitudes, rightsof
way for reasonable access and public hi ghways nmaintai ned
by governnent.

Speci al provisions have been made to accomobdate certain
third-party interests |ocated within selected 1lands.
Al rights and privileges associated with registered
trapping areas including reasonable access to such
areas wll continue. Current holders of tinber permts
are assured a continued supply of tinber from selected
l'ands or from adjacent |ands. Registered outfitters are
guaranteed the right to use those |ands selected within
their area for access to the bal ance of their |ands.

Certain other restrictions while not contained in the
Agreenent were taken into consideration during land

sel ection. For instance, settlenent lands can not 5e
selected in a manner that wll ©prevent the future
expansi on of Yukon communities nor tie up both sides of
navi gabl e waterways . Wiere possible, |ands selected

have to be representative of the general terrain.

15.



QUANTUM

In order to deal appropriately with the specific needs
and interests of each Yukon Indian Band and to take into
account the varying geographic characteristics of the
land areas associated with each Band, negotiations on
|and selection and gquantum have been conducted oaon a
band- by- band basi s. Approxi mately 8,000 square mles
(20,000 square kiloneters) of Yukon Jland wll be
transferred to Yukon I ndi an Beneficiaries after
Settlenent Legislation. O this, some 3,000 square
mles (7,500 square Kkiloneters) of land have been
provided to the Ad Crow Band. Each Band w |l receive
between eight (8) to fifteen (15) rural blocks of land
ranging in size fromtw (2) to two hundred and fifty
(250) square mles (650 square kil oneters).

I'n addition to t hese | ar ger bl ocks of | and,
approximately fifty (50) to one hundred (100) snaller
specific sites of land will be transferred to each Band

to accommodate Beneficiary canpsites, cabins, fish canps
and other interests of this nature. Each Band will also
receive certain lands within Yukon communities primarily
for residential and conmmercial purposes.

Bands in south Yukon (Carcross, Champagne/Aishihik,
Teslin, Witehorse and Liard) have been provided lands
on the basis of .85 square mles (2.2 square kil oneters)
per Beneficiary. Because of the lower productivity of
land in the Burwash/Beaver Creek area, the Kluane Tri bal
brotherhood received .95 square miles of land [2.5
square kil onmeters) per Beneficiary. Bands in m d- Yukon
(Sel ki rk [Pelly Crossing], Carmacks and 0Oawson) agreec
to 1.1 square mles of land (2.9 square kiloneters] per
beneficiary.

16.



In north Yukon substantially greater anmounts of |and per
Beneficiary were provided to the dd Crow Band in order
to protect its traditional |ifestyle.

In arriving at the total anount of settlement |and and
the distribution of these |lands anongst north, md and
south Yukon Bands, the Parties considered factors such
as the productivity and availability of Yukon |ands as
wel |l as beneficiary requirements for and traditional use
of such | ands.

TAXATI ON

Under the Agreenent inproved rural settlenent |ands will
be subject to taxation according to the |aws of general
appl i cation. This includes fenced rural settlenent
| ands, those under cultivation and those reasonably as-
sociated with the particular inprovenent. The Agreenent
stipulate that rural settlenent |[ands can not be seized
or sold for non-paynent of property taxes while owned by
a Band. However provision is nade for the appropriate
authority to take action, including the attachment of
assets other than land and the filing of a lien against
the lands in question, should taxes remain unpaid for a
period of two years. Uni nproved rural settlenment |ands
will not be taxed.

Comunity settlenent lands will be taxed in the sane
manner as all other lands wi thin Yukon communities. The
same provisions respecting the non-paynent of property
taxes owing on rural settlement lands will apply to com

minity settlement |ands. For ten years follow ng the
enactment of Settlenent Legislation, the Governnent of

Canada will provide financial assistance to Bands for

17.




the paynent of property taxes on comunity settlenent
| ands owned by a Band.

LAND USE PLANNING

The Parties recognized the need for a systematic nethod
of land managenent in Yukon based on the devel opnent of
| and use plans and a process for assessing the inpact of
devel opnent on the environnent. To this end, a | and use
pl anning process and an environnmental assessnment and
review process will be established by governments within
one year of a final agreenent.

The land use planning process wll develop and review
| and and water use managenent plans. It will attenpt to
mnimze the negative inpact of devel opnent on the Yukon
environment and will facilitate planned devel opnent in
Yukon. Yukon Beneficiaries are guaranteed at |east 25%
of the nenbership on any  boards, committees or

conmi ssi ons t hat may be established to assi st

governnents in land managenent.

Under the environnmental assessnent and review process,
governnents agreed to look at the effect ofspecific

devel opnents on the environnent. Yukon Indian people
are guaranteed <either 25% of the nenbership on an
envi ronment al assessment and review process ar a
percentage equal to the ratio of Beneficiary to
non-Beneficiary population in  Yukon, whichever ‘“is
greater.

18.




PROGRAMS

Under the Agreenent-In-Principle Beneficiaries have agreed to
term nate those governnent prograns delivered exclusively to
status Indians and/or exclusively to non-status Indians while
in Yukon in consideration of a specific sum of noney. At the
sane tine, the Agreenent ensures that Yukon Beneficiaries
wll be entitled to receive prograns, funding and technical

assistance as may be provided from time to time by the
Governnents of Canada and Yukon to non-Beneficiaries in
Yukon. The Agreenent-In-Principle provides for the esta-
bl i shment of certain progranms exclusively for Beneficiaries
to be admnistered by them and paid for largely from
settl ement funds. These include Beneficiary housing and
Beneficiary nunicipal services upgrading. In addition,

special neasures are provided for Beneficiaries in the areas
of education, health and social services and the adm nistra-
tion of justice.

YUKON BENEFI Cl ARY HOUSI NG

A joint governnent/beneficiary Housing Conmttee will be
established to develop a 10-year housing inplenentation
plan for the provision of new housing and the upgrading
of existing housing for BSeneficieries. This plan wll
require the approval of the twelve Yukon |ndian Bands
and the Parties to the negotiations before a final
agreement . The prograns set up under the plan would be
devel oped and delivered by the Bands.

YUKON BENEFI CI ARY MUNI Cl PAL SERVI CES UPGRADI NG

In order to provide Beneficiaries with adequate |evels
of  muni ci pal utilities and services on community

19.



settl ement | ands, a j oi nt gover nnent/ 13enefici ary
Muni ci pal Services Conmittee will be established. The
Commit-tee will be responsible for developing a 10-year
muni cipal utilities and services inplenmentation plan for
the upgrading of such utilities and services for

Beneficiaries within conmmunities. Where possible, the
plan will make use  of existing common  nunici pal
utilities and services . The plan will require the
approval of the twelve Yukon Indian Bands and the Par-
ties to the negotiations before a final agreenent. The
Bands will be responsible for devel oping and i npl enent-

ing their respective prograns to and on Band settl ement
| ands within communities. As projects under the 10-year
plan are conpleted, the Governnent of Yukon nay assune
ownership of and responsibility for the operation and
mai nt enance of the municipal utilities and services.

Beneficiaries have agreed to pay the sumof three mllion ($3
M dollars a year for ten years from settlenent conpensation
monies to help finance the housing and nmunicipal utilities
and services prograns. This anmount wll be divided equally
bet ween the two prograns. This anmount wll be suppl enmented
by a guaranteed annual m nimum sum of dollars fromthe Indian
Affairs Program for the ten year period to assist with the
establishnment of the two prograns and to facilitate the
phasi ng out of the on-reserve housing progranms and rmunici pal
utilities and services progranms currently provided by the
Indian Affairs Program

| NDI AN EDUCATI ON (Ki ndergarten to G ade 12)
Under the Agreenent the CGovernnent of Yukon will

continue to be responsible for educational progranms and
services for all Yukoners while granting beneficiaries
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special rights wthin the Yukon educational system to
preserve and enhance their cultural identity and val ues.

Once the land clains settlenent is made law, a Yukon
Education Council wll be established by the Governnent
of Yukon to advise on all matters of education from
Ki ndergarten to G ade 12. Beneficiaries are guaranteed
a mnimum of two nenbers or 25% whichever is greater,
on the Council for a period of 25 years. I n school
commttees established at the community |evel, Benefici-
ary representation is dependent on the percentage of the
Beneficiary school population in each conmunity.

A Beneficiary controlled and operated Yukon Indian
Education Centre wll be set up to developspecial
educat i onal materials for Beneficiaries . As  well,
Beneficiary education authorities may be established at
the central and Band levels to plan and deliver special
educational services prograns of exclusive interest to
Beneficiaries and to co-ordinate their involvenent in
the educational services prograns provided by the
Gover nnent of Yukon. Al'l costs associated with these
authorities wll be financed by Beneficiaries.

HEALTH AND SOCI AL SERVI CES

In order for Beneficiaries to beconme involved in the
pl anning and delivery of health and social services in
Yukon, a Health and Soci al Services 3oard will be
established to advise the Governnent of Yukon on all
matters affecting heal t h and soci al services .
Beneficiaries wll be guaranteed a mninum of two
nmenbers or 33 & 1/3%, whichever is greater, on the Board
for a period of 25 years. where community health and
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social services conmittees are created, Beneficiaries
are guaranteed participation provided there are a
significant nunber of themliving in the comunity.

The Agreenment also allows Beneficiaries +tg establish
their —own health and social services prograns of
exclusive interest to them such as assistance to Indian
El ders. These prograns will be financed with settl enent
noni es .

JUSTICE

A Yukon GCommunity Courts System will be established
within one year of Settlenent Legislation to replace the
present Justice of the Peace Courts System Except
where nodified by the Agreenment and the |aws of general
application respecting the admnistration of justice in
Yukon, all residents of Yukon are eligible to be
appoi nted as Justices of the Peace by the Governnent of
Yukon. The Yukon will be divided into judicial
districts which wll, where possible,correspaondwith
Yukon  conmmuni ti es. Each  Community Court will be
presi ded over by one Justice of the Peace. However, in
certain instances a Community Court may be presided over
by up to three Justices of the Peace. The appoi nt nments
wi | | generally reflect the  popul ation ratio of
Beneficiary to non-Beneficiary residents living in each
of the judicial districts.

The Justices of the Peace, in their capacity as the
judiciary of the Community Courts System may preside

over all nmatters conferred wupon them oy federal,
territorial and nunicipal 1legislation as well as child

support, mai nt enance, smal | cl ainms and juvenile
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of fenders . The Courts may also decide on all dispute's
bet ween Beneficiaries and between Bands arising out of
the interpretation of the clainms settlenent and on any
byl aws or regul ati ons passed by Yukon Indian Bands.

W thin one year of Settl enent Legi sl ati on, t he
Government of Yukon willestablisha Yukon Justice
Conmi ssion responsible for advising the Governnment of
Yukon respecting any matters affecting t he
adm ni stration of t he Comuni ty Courts System
Beneficiaries are guaranteed two nmenbers on the
Conmi ssion for 25 years.

It is hoped that with these provisions Beneficiaries

wll have a nore effective voice in the admnistration
and delivery of justice in Yukon and that those persons
involved in the justice system wll gain a Dbetter

understanding of the culture and value of Yukon Indian
Benefi ci ari es.
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TRAI NI NG FOR | MPLEMENTATI ON

The parties recogni zed that Beneficiaries should take part in
the inplenmentation of the Settlenent and that training would
be required by sone Bene.Ficiaries in order to develop skills
necessary for their participation. To this end, a Training
Conmittee was established conprised of representatives from
the Council for Yukon Indians and the CGovernments of Canada

and Yukon. The Conmittee will report on the resources and
skills necessary for Beneficiary i nvol venment in
impl ementation and identify the trainingneedsrequiredby
t hem It will also identify government or other sponsored

training prograns currently avai l abl e whi ch can neet
Beneficiary training needs. As well, it wll determne
requirenents for new training prograns and the anpunt of
governnent program funds to be commtted for a 5-year period
for the devel opnment and delivery of new prograns.
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ABORI G NAL AND TREATY CLAIMS WITHIN YUKON BY NON RESI OENT
INDIAN PEOPLE

Several groups of non-resident Indian people are claimng
aboriginal rights in portions of Yukon. Essentially, the
Agreenent calls for the provision of wldlife harvesting
rights to those non-resident user groups having valid clains
i n Yukon. Norights of |and ownership or participation in
t he managenent of land and wildlife would be granted to such
groups in Yukon.

Were wildlife harvesting rights are provided to non-resident
I ndi an people, the portion of the harvest allotted to them
woul d conme fromthat portion allocated to Yukon Beneficiaries
according to the terns set out in the hunting, fishing and
trapping sections of the Agreenent-Iln-Principle. Yukon
Beneficiaries will conduct their own negotiations with each
non-resident user group in an effort to reach agreenment on
the extent of the share to be assigned to the non-resident
I ndi an groups. Governnents would only becone involved in
negotiations if requested to by the other parties.

A review of historical and current use by non-resident |ndian
groups to determne the nature and extent of the wildlife
harvesting rights to be granted to them would be carried out
prior to a final agreenment of the Yukon land claim The
Governnent of Canada has agreed to provide monies to cover
the costs involved in carrying out the review The Agreenent
suggests that simlar rights should be granted to Yukon
Indians to the extent of a denonstrated aboriginal claim by
themto | ands outside of Yukon.
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FI NANCI AL  COVPENSATI ON

The Agreenent calls for the Governnent of Canada to nmake cap-
ital transfer paynments to Beneficiary organizations totalling
$380 million ($130 nillion in 13982 present value). These
nonies will be paid out annually for a 20-year period follow
ing Settlenent. In return for these nonies and other settle-
nent benefits, beneficiaries have agreed to surrender and
convey to the Governnent of Canada all aboriginal clainms and
interests that they may have had in Yukon or elsewhere jn
Canada.

Yukon I ndi ans al so agreed to t he term nation, for
Beneficiaries while in Yukon, of governnent programs that my
be provided from time to tinme exclusively to status and/or
non-status Indians el sewhere in Canada. I n consideration of
this, Beneficiaries wll receive from the Governnent of
Canada, capital transfer paynents in the anount of ‘$160
mllion ($53.69 mllion in 1982 present value) to be paid out
over a 20-year period following Settlenent. As well, the
federal government will nake annual paynents as Band support
funding to Yukon Indian organizations in an anmount to be
determined in the final agreenent.

The Agreement assunes that capital transfer paynents will
begin on Oecember 31st, 1985 the year that Settlenent
Legislation is expected to be enacted. All subsequent annual
payments will be nmde on Decenber 231st of each year. The
Governnment of Canada further agreed to provide an advance
paynent of $15 mllion as part of the financial conpensation
upon execution of a final agreenent.
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ECONOM C ANO CORPCRATE STRUCTURES

The Agreenent provides for the establishment of Beneficiary
corporations which will receive and be responsible for the
managenent of the financial conpensation. These corporations
may i ncl ude: a Yukon Indian Heritage Foundation, a Yukon
I ndian Land Corporation, a Yukon Indian Resource Corporation
and one or nore corporations for each Band . Al t hough
settlement corporations will be incorporated under federal
and/or territorial |laws of general application, the internal
structures, powers and responsibilities will be determ ned by
beneficiaries . Settlement corporations wll be owned and
controlled by Beneficiaries who will be either directly or
indirectly equal sharehol ders and/ or menbers. Prior to final
agreement, provision will be nade for the establishnment of a
Central Indian Authority to advise the federal governnent
respecting the payments of financial conpensation nonies to
be made to each corporation.
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TAXATI ON OF BENEFI Cl ARI ES ANO BENEFI Cl ARY ORGANI ZATI ONS

Under the Agreenment all capital transfer paynents paid by
the Governnent of Canada to Yukon Indian Beneficiary
organi zations as financial conpensation nonies and as noni es
for Beneficiary housing and municipal services and utilities
wll be transferred tax free. As nentioned previously,
Beneficiary corporations will be established to receive and
be responsible for the managenment of financial conpensation.
These corportaions will operate minly for the benefit of
Beneficiaries of the Settlenent.

Wiile settlenment corporations wilil be taxed pursuant to the
| aws of general application, a central Foundation will be set
up in a manner that would allow for jts registration as a
charity under the Canada |ncone Tax Act. The Foundation will
be responsible for receiving, adninistering and investing
settlement funds as well as disbursing incone frominvestnent

and capital in furtherance of specific charitable objectives

such as the provision of social, educational and training
prograns for Beneficiaries and certain types of econonic
devel opnment activities. The Foundation will not pay taxes

on inconme earned provided it is spent in furtherance of these
types of objectives. The Agreenment also provides for the
establishment of simlar foundations at the Band level.

In addition to the above, other efforts have been taken to

ensure that settlenent corporations will receive full tax
benefits under the |aws of general application.
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NORTH YUKON

Que to the environnmental significance and the inportance of
wildlife to the Indian people of AOd Crow, the area north of
the Porcupine River has been given special attention wthin

the overall Agreenent-In-Principle . A separate |and use
planning and environnental assessnment and project review
process WIll be established for north Yukon. Certain

conditions have been set out respecting the possible creation
of a national park and the protection of wildlife and its
habi t at .

LANO USE PLANNING & ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT & PROJECT

REVIEW

A land use planning process will be established in order
to conplete a |land use plan for north Yukon within three
years of t he Agreenment-In-Princip le. Yukon
beneficiaries are guaranteed at | east 25% of t he

menbership in any planning advisory structures set up
for that area north of the Porcupine R ver and south of
the North Sl ope. yukon beneficiaries together with
other Native peoples are guaranteed at |east 25% of the
menbership on any planningadvisorystructures set up

for the North Slope area. The planning process wll
take into consideration the protection of the social and
cul tural envi ronnent  of the Ad Crow Band, t he
protection of wldlife and wldlife habi t at, t he

establishnment of a national park within north Yukon, the
establi shnent of Herschel Island as a Yukon Historic
Territorial Park, and sufficient accommodation for a

variety of uses throughout the total area. The pl anni ng
process wll also provide for public hearings.




Any devel opment that mght take place in north Yukon
will have to meet certain requirements respecting the
protection of wildlife and waterfow popul ation |evels,
mgration patterns of the caribou, and water quality and

quantity of the Add Crow Flats. A nunber of interim
measures are set out including nmaintenance of the
present wthdrawal order for north Yukon except where
necessary far wildlife conservation or the establishnment
of parks, lifting of the wi thdrawal order for approved
speci fic devel opnent, the establishnment of parks prior
to conpletion of the land use plan and provision for Ad
Crow residents to participate in economc opportunities
wi thin planned areas.

The environnmental assessnment and project review process
will have the same regard for the natural and bi ol ogical
environment as the planning process while assisting Ad
Crow Beneficiaries to take advantage of economi ¢
opportunities associated with any resource devel opnent.

Menbership in the review process will be on the sane
basis as for the planning structures . ad crow
Beneficiaries w1l be given the opportunity to review
and comment on all future applications received by
government for land use in north Yukon. Subsequent to
this, all devel opnent proposals for north Yukon will be

evaluated by government and submitted to the review
process. Except where nodified by the Agreenent,
governnent may permt proposed devel opnent if it decides
t hat public conveni ence and necessity out wei gh
conservation interests.

In order to assist AOd Crow Beneficiaries to participate
effectively in the planning and review processes and to
t ake advantage of any econom c opportunities associated
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with resource developnment, a special conmittee will be
established to evaluate the training needs for the Ad

Cr ow Band.

Several other provisions are set out in the Agreenent
i ncludi ng guaranteed consultation with the dd Crow Bane!
in any processes that may be established for the
creation of Herschel Island as a Territorial Park and
the possible construction of an access road to the
coomunity of dd Crow Representation for dd Crow
beneficiaries 1is alsa ensured on anyadvisorybodies
dealing with the managenent of the Oempster Corridor.

ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL PARK IN NORTH YUKON

In the event that a national park is developed in north
Yukon, the Agreenment provides for the participation of
the CGovernnment of Yukon and the AOd Crow Band on any
boards, bodies or comm ssions that nmay be set up by the
Government of Canada respecting the establishnment of

par k boundari es. As well, the Ad Cow 9and wll be
fully consulted in any processes that are established to
create the park. The park will be zoned as a w | derness
oriented park unless agreed otherwise hy dd Cow
Benefici ari es. Except where nodified bty the Agreenent,
add Cow Beneficiaries wll have certain guaranteed

rights within the park including the exclusive right to
hunt, trap and fish, and a right of access for and the
right to construct facilities used in exercising these
harvesting rights . Except for mgratory birds;
wildlife, fish and birds will be managed con the basis of
an annual allowable harvest toc be set by governnent in
consultation wth the 014 Cow Sanc. dd Crow
Beneficiaries may harvest =11 or part of their annual
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guota for Porcupine Caribou within the national park.

In respect to the planning and nmanagenent of the park,
an advisory committee will be established by governnent
with one half of the nenbership nom nated by the dd
Crow Band. Odd Crow Beneficiaries Will be given certain

preferences jncluding training fo, any employment and
busi ness opportunities that may arise within the park.
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« ___ PROCESS FOR CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF GOVERNMENT OF YUKON

It is expected that a formal process wll be established
to provide for the devalutign of additional constitutional
powers from the Governnent of Canada to the Governnment of
Yukon. Because this is a matter of concern to all Yukoners,
such process wll involve consultation with the public.
Further to this, the Parties agreed on the need for
Beneficiaries to have a special place wthin such a
process . The Agreenent-In-Principle guar ant ees
Beneficiaries participation t hrough a Central I ndi an
Authority 1in such process whether public or not. Thi s

should not be taken to nmean that Yukon Indians have a veto
power but only that they wll be guaranteed a voice in
what ever process are established to deal wth the future
constitutional devel opnent of the Governnment of Yukon.
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-~ CONCLUSION

The Agreenent-In-Principle represents a lot of hard work by
all Parties. Its the first time in the history of the Yukon
claims process that the Parties have tackled and reached
agreenent on major clains issues. Its the first tinme the
parties have dealt in detail wth actual |and selections
t hroughout  Yukon. lts the first time the Parties have
accepted that the co-operative, one-governnent system should
formthe basis for a clains settlenent.

The Agreenent-In-Principle constitutes a najor step toward
reaching a Settlenment that is fair to all residents of Yukon
while providing Yukon Indian Beneficiaries with guaranteed

rights and benefits and the opportunity to participate
equally with ather Yukoners in Yukon society.
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